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The crisis in learning

The growing body of empirical

evidence shows that the increased ex-
penditures in education are not trans-
lating into better outcomes. Yet, the
Central government remains stead-
~ fastly focused on inputs and outputs and
" does not seem able or willing to bring
J issues of children’s learning to the
i centre of the stage either in policy or
in practice.
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More than 50 applicants for each general nursery seat

The Indian Institute of Man- of sale of forms this year also parent®elhi closed sale of admission forms
agement receives applications fronlined up to buy and submit forms fromafter 16 days, many principals be-
approximately 61 candidates perearly morning. lieve that keeping the admission pro-
seat annually and the Indian Insti- “May be we will take the ad- cess online helps both parents and
tute of Technology has 57 applyingmission procedure online from nextschools. Rekha Bakshi from Vasant
for each seat. The applications atear, because we face crowd managé&/lley School said online admissions
these premier institutes, howeverment problems this year,” said princi-were “much easier”. The school gives
come in from across the country. Butpal Ameeta Wattal. She said the schoaut forms for free and has had online
for nursery admission in city is situated on a busy crossing and thadmissions since the point system
schools, close to 53 candidates aperowd “can lead to law and order probwas introduced. “I don’t have any
ply for each seat from Delhi alone.lems also”. long queues outside my school —
On the last day of sale of forms, Bluebells International School they are inconvenient both for us and
Springdales-Pusa Road said it gavéad 48 applicants per seat, after théhe parents,” Bakshi said. The school
out approximatelys,500 forms in close of the sale of forms, with 82 gen+eceived 3,300 applications for 68
the general category. The schookral seats. Principal Suman Kumar saideneral category seats and about 300
has 102 general seats, taking théhe school took the admissions onlindor 22 EWS seats. At Tagore Inter-
ratio to 53:1. The school also hasas it is “smoother”. Around 15 stu- national School-East of Kailash,
25 applicants for each EWS seatdents in the EWS category will be conthere are 46 applicants for every
Like everyday since the beginning testing for each seat. As schools irseat.
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Aser Report : BeyondThe Truth

There has been a sharp de cHILDREN IN SCHOOLS (2011)

cline in the droput of girl stu-
dents in the state. The decline i}
more in higher classes than ir|g
middle school. But the warning [
is that unless the initiatives are

3 i-10 GIRLS

kept alive, it will be difficult' to . L Ql s SERT

keep the same rate of decline ir JEERYI - {5 AR LS TEOYS

the next 10 yars. \ \ T g R
According to the Annual (f8 W W R e TR Er

Status of Edcation Report - ek -6 GRS | 541 | 235 | 01 | 223 |1W

(ASER) for rural areas 2011, pre- o AR B B

pared by Pratham, the dropout obn analysis of data collected Nearly 67% of students

girl students in the age group offrom households in 31 of the 32studying in Class V in various gov-
11 to 14 years is currently 9.5%districts, still remains under aernment schools in the state still
in the state. This was 20% incloud. The survey says that onlycannot read Class Il level text while
2006. For girls in the age group6% of those studying in Class llthose in private school ranges
of 7 to 10 years, the dropout hasan read their textbooks. Worsearound 40%. Even in this segment,
fallen from 11 % in 2006 to aboutonly 8.7 % of those in Class llthe trend has only been rising for
4.5%in2011. can read Class 1 level text. Andboth government and private
However, previous dropout though these percentages inschools.
trends show that after a periodiccrease according to the class, In fact, arithmetic continues
pattern of a sharp decline every 1@0here are still some students (0.80 plague students in rural areas
years, it plateau out itself in the nex®6) studying in Class XlII who with a mere 67.7 % of those in Class
10 years. A similar decline in thecannot read anything, 1.9 % ofXlll knowing division, 25.2 %
dropout level was seen in 2006 tdhem can read only alphabets, 3.knowing subtraction, 8.7 % recog-
2007, while the period between 200?46 can read words andast (82.3 nize numbers between 11 t0 99, 2.7
to 2008, rate of drop remained con%) of them are just suitable for% recognize numbers between 1 to
stant. The cycle repeated itself inClass Il level texts. 9 and 0.8 % of students are such
the next four years. In 2010, the In fact, over the years, thethat even in the eighth grade they
dropout stood at 12.5 %, same aguality of education in the state hagannot recognize any number. The
in 2009. been on a decline with the trend$rends graphs for such students
The dropout for girls be- over time graph of children study-reveal that problems with arithmetic
tween the age of 7 and 10 year#g in Class Ill who cannot readremains and has not shown much
has also declined from 11% in 2008Class 1 level text on the rise. Fromimprovement in the past three
to 9% in 2011 to catch up with thefigures of 70% of students study-years.
trend of dropouts amongst higheing in Class Ill in government Paid tuitions, according to
aged (11 to 14 years) boysschools not being able to readhe survey, is more a practice in
Rajasthan has been fighting tdClass 1 level text, it has gone upt@rivate schools than in govern-
curb dropout in schools, especially79 % in 2011. Last year it was abouinent ones in rural areas though
among the girl child and schemes’5 %. over the years the trend of taking
such as post-metric scholarships The situation in private tuitions has declined. As against
and doling out of bicycles are justschools ietter, though not im- 1.9% students studying in govern-
some of them. proving, with corresponding fig- ment schools, who take tuitions, it
While it may be so, the uresin 2008 being at 40% in 2008s 8.5 % of those in private schools
quality of education in the state,and now going upto 51%. Lastpay for getting taught outside
according to the survey basedear, the figure for this was 50%.schools.0
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Reading, maths ability declining in kids: Survey

Q Akshaya Mukul trict education report is far bigger -year-olds was 87.1% in Nagaland,
reaching out to each and evenrgand 18.8% in Karnataka.
Pratham's seventh Annualschool with more comprehensive More and more children are

Survey of Education Reportdata. Sibal said that it would begoing to private schools. Nation-
(ASER) of rural India released tellswrong to blame the Central gov-ally 25.6% children are going to
a familiar tale: rising enrolment buternment alone for ills of elementaryprivate schools. In 2006, only
declining attendance, overrelianceeducation as it is left to state gov18.7% children were enrolled in
on private tuitions, decline in read-ernments to carry out work at thethese schools. Kerala and Manipur
ing and mathematical ability of chil- ground level. The good news aboubhad more than 60% children going
dren in the age group between shASER 2011 is that 96.7% childrento private schools. Between 30%
and 14. The report was released b the 6-14 age bracket were enand 60% of children in rural areas

HRD minister Kapil Sibal. rolled in schools. Heartening newsf Haryana, UP, Nagaland,
Use of computers is also oncontinues on the girl's enrolmentMeghalaya, Punjab, J&K,
the rise in upper primary schoolsfront as well that increased fromRajasthan, Uttarakhand,

Almost a third (30.8%) of upper 89.7% (2010) to 94.8% (2011). CreditMaharashtra and Andhra Pradesh
primary schools had computersgoes to states like Bihar, wherevere enrolled in private schools.
But proportion was high in Kerala 95.5% girls were enrolled, WestChildren's attendance has declined
(78.4%), Tamil Nadu (51.1%), Bengal and Chhattisgarh each logfrom 73.4% (2007) to 70.9% (2011).
Gujarat (31%) and Maharashtraging 95.7% girls' enrolment. Till Decline is slightly steeper in upper
(30.6%). In contrast, only 7.9% 2006, these states had around 90#rimary schools, where it de-
government primary schools hadenrolment for girls. Uttar Pradeshcreased from 75.6% (2007) to 71.9%
computers. Kerala is the only ex-continues to perform poorly. Girl's (2011). In Bihar, there has been a
ception, where 78.5% of primaryenrolment stands at 88.9%, a desharp decline, from 59% (2007) to
schools were equipped with com-<line from 90.3% in 2006. 50% (2011). In Madhya Pradesh, it
puters. Another positive aspect of has fallen from 67% (2007) to 54.5%
Despite the claim by Prathamenrolment is increase in enrolmen2011); in UP from 64.4% (2007) to
that ASER is the largest educa-of five-year-old children in 57.3% (2011).
tional survey in the country, the schools. National average is 57.8% But teacher attendance is
National University Educational with strong variation across stateshigh at 87%. Gujarat topped with
Planning and Administration's dis- For instance, enrolment of five-95.6% attendancel

Sibal for ombudsman in higher edu institutes

With a host of higher edu- in place. It would be implementedcational institutions to set up griev-
cation reform bills still to get in all central universities, 1ITs, ance redressal mechanism. Al-
Parliament's nod, the HRD minis-1IMs, NITS, IlITs, private and gov- though the order would not be
try has decided to implement parernment-run deemed universitiebinding on the institution, the regu-
of its reform agenda through ex-and all higher educational institu-lator would rely on the frequency
ecutive order from the next aca-ions under various Central gov-of honobservance to decide on
demic session. ernment ministries. continued recognition to these in-

HRD minister Kapil Sibal on Regulatory bodies like Uni- stitutions. As part of the initiative,
Monday said a grievance redressalersity Grants Commission, All In- every institution would be required
mechanism for students and applidia Council for Technical Educa-to appoint an ombudsman who
cants for admission in higher edution and National Council for would be a person with judicial or
cational institutions is being put Teacher Education would ask edulegal experience.
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people are burdensome, unhappy
and not able to do well in stud-
ies.

Schoolchildren belonging
" to the 'top' Indian schools per-
formed poorer than the interna-
tional average in questions on
maths, science and reading lit-
S eracy. Boys were seen to per-
form better than girls in maths
and science at class VIl level.

A considerable difference
was observed in the education
. level of students studying in
i vy - -+ ... schools affiliated to different

in boards and cities. Schools from

Drop n Iearnlng Ievel Council for the Indian School
India since 2006: A S‘tudy Certificate ~ Examinations

(CISCE) and Central Board of

O Megha Sharma forming comparatively better in Secondary Education (CBSE)

guestions that are procedural operformed better. Bangalore per-

Ahmedabad-based Educado not involve deeper underformed lower than the other
tional Initiatives (El) carried out standing or application of con-metros.
a research recently and broughtepts. The study states that stu-
out a study titled Quality Educa- Their attitude towards gen-dents' skills in map reading, writ-
tion Study (QES). The studyder equality, diversity, sensitiv-ing, measurement and general
sought to assess the current scéty towards others, civic, citizen-awareness are not well devel-
nario of education in five metrosship issues, ecological issuespped. It found that healthier
across India with an aim to pro-and interpersonal skills was als@lassroom atmosphere was cor-
mote learning among schoolchil-assessed. related with students' values and
dren with understanding. A startling finding was that interpersonal skills.

Quality education is often 43% of students in class IV, VI Schools on an average
associated with first -quality and VIII felt that education for a spend 9% and 10% each of time
learning environments and secgirl is not as important as responfespectively on physical educa-
ond- holistic development of stu-sibility towards the family. The tion/sports, and co-scholastic
dents (UNESCO, 2002). study's results hint at the deepactivities (music/art/ dance/elo-

The study, which has beenrooted bias in Indian societycution/dramatics).
conceptualised and managedgainst the girl child. Even stu- A comparison of beliefs in
jointly by Wipro and El, brings dents hailing from highly edu- student discipline showed that
out some very interesting trendsated elite families had such dahe more the principals and teach-
seen among school-going chil-bias. ers believe that strict discipline
dren. Asignificant finding was They were asked about dif-is important, the lower was their
that there has been a drop ifierently-abled people (includingstudent performance. A total of
learning level from a previous students). Amajority (70-80%) 23,000 students, 790 teachers,
study done in 2006. Students aref them were found to have theb4 principals from 89 schools
exhibiting rote learning and per-notion that differently-abled participated in the studia
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40% of Karnataka kids in Class 3, 4 can’t read Class 1 textbook

Primary education in Karnataka Office rooms, store rooms, and 4, on the other. “Since the imple-
is left wanting in its most crucial as- useable toilets (including the ones fomentation of the RTE, the government
pect — learning — although some fa-girls), drinking water, playgrounds andis looking at improving infrastructure
cilities required in schools have im-boundary walls have considerably im-in schools such as building compound
proved. Experts say this trend highproved. For instance, 81.9% of schoolsvalls and girls toilets. However, this
lights that improving facilities have have drinking water facility, compared has shifted its focus from the mostim-
diverted the attention and taken theo 75.8% in 2010; 44.2% have useablportant aspect - quality of education
steam out of the efforts of improvingtoilets, compared to 38.4% in 2010;n classrooms,” said Madhav Chavan,
learning among schoolchildren in the71.1% have playgrounds, compared tibunder and CEO of Pratham, an NGO
state. This is the finding of the Annual66.2% last year; and 94% have kitchwhich facilitates the survey.

Status of Education Report (ASER)-ens for cooking, compared to 92.8% in Manjula Raman, principal,
2011 which surveyed 781 schools irthe previous year. Army Public School, says, “I've no-
the state as part of a countrywide ex- But the percentage of teachingticed that by the time children are in
ercise thatinvolved 14,283 schools. and learning materials has come dowrtlass 3, they already look tired and

Now the shocker: In Karnataka, There is no significant increase in thestressed out. Parents get paranoid
at least 40.3% of schoolchildren in clas®iumber of library books available forabout homework which adds to the
3 and 4 cannot read a class 1 textbookhe children (92.4% in 2010 and 92.6%stress levels of children. The fun in
while more than half of them (52.5%)in 2011); even where the books aréearning just vanishes and so does their
cannot do subtractions. This, despit@available, the percentage of childrergeneral happiness.”
the fact that 85.3% of children in classusing them has come down consider- MansoorAli Khan, member,

1 and 2 can read letters and words arably,with only about 57.8% using themboard of management, Delhi Public
at least 85.8 can recognize numbersompared to 64.8% in 2010. School, Bangalore and Mysore, says:
from 1-9 and more. This indicates a The data shows that when it“It's still essential to make a class in-
disheartening trend of children eithercomes to teaching and learning materieresting. The transition from UKG
losing interest in learning or there be-als, the schools fare poorly comparedtb class 1 should be smooth, because
ing a hidden flaw in the system byto the previous year. In 2010, 97.3%here tends to be a jump in academ-
which the children are taught. of teaching and learning materials werécs. When the transition is not

According to the report, this observed in class 2, compared to 95.8%mooth, anthe workload is more than
poor performance among the mid-priin 2011; in class 4, 2010 saw 92.4%he child can handle, problems begin.
mary schoolchildren in learning is against 90.4% in 2011. This perhap#lthough technology is available, it is
matched by only some facilities in theexplains the disparity in the learningimportant to see how it is used. My
schools across the state being imamong students of class 1 and 2, opersonabpinion is that formal edu-
proved. the one hand, and those from class Gation should start at age@.

Half of Class 5 kids can’t read Class 2 texts

An authoritative annual report the global heap in the test of scholasti86.3% in 2010 to 29.9% in 2011.
on the status of school education irperformance. Among Class 5 children, the ability to
India has confirmed the bad news from The all-India figure for the pro- do similar subtraction problems has
the international PISA ratings lastportion of children in Class 5 able todropped from 70.9% in 2010 to 61.0%
month. read a Class 2 text has dropped frorim 2011.

TheAnnual Status of Education 53.7% in 2010 to 48.2% in 2011, Sibal called for a “proactive”
Report (ASER) 2011, prepared by theshowsASERThe decline is most pro- role from states, saying the responsi-
NGO Pratham, shows that both readrounced in the northern states. Gujarability of education lay “squarely on
ing and arithmetic abilities — already Punjab and Tamil Nadu have, howevettheir shoulders”.
disappointing — have further wors-improved since 2010. The Pratham report, however,
ened since last year. The fall in arithmetic abilities is shows improvement in enrolment lev-

The report was released by Hu-seen across all states. Nationally, thels. Atotal 96.7% of 6-14-year-olds in
man Resource Development Ministeproportion of Class 3 children able torural India are now enrolled in school,
Kapil Sibal recently. The PISAratings solve a 2-digit subtraction problemand the dropout rate has been arrested
put Indian children at the bottom ofwith borrowing has dropped from considerably.
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Q DP Chaudhri & Widen the School Net

Raghbendra Jha Chikdren in poverty (5-14 years) in Non-poor children (5-14 years) in
schools, labour force and non- schools, labour force and non-
participation in major states, 2004- 05 participation in major states, 2004-05
The approach paper for the I inschool [ child labour Morw here: I in school [l child latour Hows here:
12th Five—Year Plan with fOCUS on Mumber of chilldren {in lak Murmber of chilldren {ln 13k h

an &80 120 160 30

faster,_sustal_ned and inclusive e 60 0% D
growth is candid and forw:_:lrd-look- Bihar Sa.4% Bihar
ing. On poverty reduction, the ur 72.1% MP
document notes, without com- Mrashtra EPEL] M'rashtra
ment, the annual trend decline of & P Andhics
0.8% accelerating to 1% during oo >
: g . g Rajasthan Rajasthan
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through substantially higher enrol-
ments, have created the illusior
that out-of-school children (OoSC;
we refer to them as child labour and

nowhere children) are a very small Mal-nutr|t|0n EducatIOﬂ |_|nk

proportion of child population.
This, we believe, is a serious error It took over five years to mand and supply is delivered effi-

of judgment because the spirit ofwork on RTE. The number of chil- ciently at a reasonable cost with
RTE is violated. dren in need of education wasas much subsidy from the state has

This document, however, known at the state, district andbeen growing as fast as our middle
does not estimate or report on ‘chil€ven household level. What wereclass and aspirational lower strata
dren in poverty'. Further, child pov-we doing during 10th and 11th Plarof society. The middle class, esti-
erty is not a serious input in theperiods? There are many ways tonated at 350 million, with less than
process of planning for povertytackle these issues, if we have thene child in each family has been
reduction, or for the imp|ementa-Wi|| to deal with them. demanding and getting such edu-
tion of the Right to Education (RTE). Analytically, eight years of cation for the last several decades.
Our estimates indicate that 1 in 3quality school education meetingThe 25% rule under RTE applies to
children lived in poverty in 2004- national standards envisioned byhis large and growing segment as
05 and that, at the above impliedRTE in India has three distinct seg-well.

JaK Hirmachal

rate of poverty reduction, this num-ments, with minimum overlap. First, Finally, beneficiaries of SSA
ber was in the vicinity of 100 mil- the best quality education thatsince 2002 are the residual category
lion in 2009-10. money can buy with direct and in-consisting of approximately of half

Teacher absenteeism, needlirect government support. Upper-of India's 365 million (under-15)
for community involvement, need income Indians keep this segmenthildren as per census 2001. That
to eradicate private tuitions andwell managed and resourced, and large part of this group of chil-
poor learning outcomes are dis-2lso insulated. The RTE requiresdren is growing up in households
cussed oftenAnd the need to that 25% of their enrolments comdiving in absolite poverty needs
tackle these problems is also highfrom excluded children from their to be the focus in the 12th Five-
lighted. However, the stark realityneighbourhoods. State needs t&’ear Plan. Child poverty reduc-
that each one of these is a case gnsure that we keep potentiation and RTE are organically in-
'management failure' is not underDronacharyas from treating themtertwined. Treating them as sepa-
scored, although such an inferenc@s Eklavyas. rate issues of poverty and RTE,
would be obvious to enlightened Second, quality educationwe believe, would be a serious
citizens. that follows the principles of de- mistake.
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Implementation of RTE is a . . . i
legal obligation and a constitu- Efforts under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) since 20032,

tional responsibility. Resource|through substantially higher enrolments, have created the illusior]
constraints or teacher shortagefhat out-of-school children (OoSC; we refer to them as child labou
are not admissible reasons, eithd@nd nowhere children) are a very small proportion of child popula-
in a court of law or in a democratic|tion. This, we believe, is a serious error of judgment because the
society hoping to be egalitarian.|spirit of RTE is violated.
Following the spirit of RTE, the
three segments of elementarystitute a much larger proportion offul. The demographic dividend has
school education will get linked if exclusion from schooling com- already beeraccruing to the sec-
the 25% rule is seriously imple-pared to children growing up intions of the population in cat-
mented. non-poor households. Large,egories (a) and (b) above and
Institutional arrangements Empowered Action Group (EAG) needs to percolate down to the
under RTE are to be in place withinstates have much larger sharepopulation in category (c), fail-
three years from 2010. The 12thof exclusion than non-EAG ing which the country runs a
Five-Year Plan would have verystates. Kerala, Tamil Nadu andhigh risk of being caught up in
little time to ensure their function- Himachal Pradesh have over 90%he middle-income trap. The Plan-
ing. The informational and knowl- of children in schools. Even inning Commission's poverty re-
edge base is with the Planninghese states, the gap between thduction and education divisions
Commisson; awareness of thepoor and onpoor persists at need to coordinate with each
urgency and links to faster andaround 10%. other. The improved policy out-
inclusive growth is needed. In Large and increasing gendercomes from this are likely to be
the first graphic, we provide abpias in children aged 0-6, and lowestrengthened by a specialist
snapshot picture of schoolingparticipation of girls in schooling seminar involving Unicef and
and OoSC across states for 2004rom poor and socially-disadvan-India's think tanks working in
05. Wepresent data for childrentaged sections, analysed irthese areasQ
(aged 5-14) in poverty separatelyChaudhri and Jha (2011 a,b), re- (D P Chaudhri is with Monash
from that for the non-poor. Chil- quire particular attention if inclu-  University and R Jha is with
dren groving up in poverty con- sive growth is to become meaning- Australian National University)

Sibal seeks change in 'socially stratified' education system

Union HRD Minister Kapil India's democracy, large sectionsvas "a drastic alteration" of pri-
Sibal sought a change in theof the society continue to remainorities in higher education among
country's education systemmarginalised and disempoweredhe upper sections of Indian so-
which, he said, was "socially mainly due to the lack of eduation,ciety, Sibal noted. Prestige and
stratified" with graduates of elite he said. He said courageous teacliinancial returns acquired from
universities becoming the mana-ers here and there were attemptingarticipation in the global
gerial class. to keep the vibrant current goingeconomy far outstrip most of

"Thus far we have had anbut they were in minority "with the what Indian economy can offer.
education system that is sociallyodds heavily loaded against them". "The effect has been to
stratified... Graduates of a fewDecline in areas of humanities angull educated classes in large
elite universities such as the IITssocial science is taking place. "Thimmumbers into the global
and [IMs become the managerials accentuated by the basieeconomy leaving behind a
class that run the Indian state andhanges taking place in the balvacuum whose impact we are still
the industry. This is changing andance in power in India with the trying to cope with," he said.
must change,"” he said at the inunprecedented rise of the corpo- This had even resulted in
auguration of the 125th birth an-rate sector." Jobs in state sectodrastic reduction of elite in areas
niversary celebrations of Mathshad stagnated while those in coref Maths, Humanities and Social
wizard Srinivasa Ramanujan inporate and informal sectors haveSciences, leading to shrinking or
Chennai. grown exponentially, he said. closure of the departments, he

Despite the triumph of One consequence of thissaid.
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The crisis in learning

O Rukmini Baneriji stood, as they have important imeerned, Indian states and regions
plications for growth and equity incan be neatly categorised into
The Annual Status of Educa-India. slabs. On the one hand, states in
tion Report (ASER) 2011 was re- First, nearly 50 per cent ofthe northern belt — Jammu &
leased on January 16. Data colrural children (age 6-14) pay forKashmir, Punjab, Uttarakhand,
lected from 558 rural districts, overtheir education either in a privateHaryana, Rajasthan and Uttar
16,000 villages, 3.3 lakh house-school or to a private tutor andPradesh — have private enroliment
holds and 6.3 lakh children pointbenefit from this personal invest-levels that are above 30 per cent,
to two clear national trends. Bothment. As far are private inputs intoand rising. In the Northeast, more
of these need to be better underelementary education are conthan 40 per cent of all rural chil-
dren in Nagaland, Manipur and
Meghalaya are enrolled in private
schools. South of the Vindhyas,
between 30 to 40 per cent of rural
children in Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh go to private
schools. And then there is Kerala,
where children attending govern-
ment schools are now in a minority
(at 40 per cent).

On the other hand, there are
states like Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand
and West Bengal, where private
school provision is low and most
children attend government
schools. Here the additional
supplement for learning comes in
the form of “tuition” classes . On
average, across Std 1-5 close to 50
per cent of all chdren take paid
classes outside of school. Add-
ing together the proportion of
children who go to tuition
classes along with those who go
to private schools we find that
half of all children access some
form of private education ser-
vices the HRD ministry’s calcu-
lations for 2008-10 suggest that
the current average per child ex-
penditure by government is

' ' —  close to Rs 6,314 per year. The
On average, across Std 1-5 close to 50 per cent of all Ch'ldreBudget for Sarva Shiksha

~ take paid classes outside;_of school. Adding together the proportio;&bhiyan' Government of India’s
of children who go to tuition classes along with those who go toﬂagship scheme for elementary

~ private schools we find that half of all children access some form of,y,cation. has gone from Rs 7166

private education services crore in 2005-2006 to about Rs
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21,000 crore last year. DEte the is the latest addition to the list.slow and tend to happen towards
rising expenditures on elemen-Many of these studies go beyondhe end of the financial year (which
tary education, parents seem t@ointing to the problem, they alsois also the end of the school year).
be increasingly “voting with outline what “works”. Expenditure on teacher training is
their feet” and choosing private The growing body of empiri- about 2 per cent of the total SSA
options. In the last five yearscal evidence shows that the inbudgetin 2010-11. Given the cur-
since ASER started its annual creased expenditures in educatiorent guidelines by Government of
measurement, private school enare not translating into better outindia, it is not clear how a massive
rollment across rural India hascomes.Yet, the Central governmenpush for improvement of learning
gone from 18.7 per cent to 25.6remains steadfastly focused on ineutcomes will be fuelled, if at all
per cent and some states gettinguts and outputs and does nathe government at any level should
close to the 50-50 mark. If thisseem able or willing to bring issuesvant to do so.
trend continues, then it is notof children’s learning to the centre The writing on the wall is
impossible that in five years, chil- of the stage either in policy or inclear and it is getting bigger and
dren going to government schoolgractice. There is no shift towardolder each year. Ordinary people
will become a minority in India.  tackling the problem of low learn- are able to read it. People are vot-
The second headline froming in a direct manner. Nor is therang with their feet and trying to ef-
ASER 2011 has to do with the lowany effort to understand how exfectively use the resources they
level of basic learning outcomes ofpenditures can be made more ehave to get the “best” education
children, especially in reading andfective in terms of learning out-their money can buy. But policy
arithmetic. This estimate is half ofcomes. makers and planners and those
all children in Std 5 cannot read Std In a way, the provisions andwho control the expenditure of
2-level text. Forty per cent of Std 5norms of the RTE are used to juspublic funds oreducation are ei-
students cannot correctly solve dify the continued thrust on inputs.ther unable or unwilling to read
2-digit subtraction problem with Much of the substance of the rethis writing on the wall. Without
borrowing. But this is not news sults framework of the annual plan-basic education, the future of
anymore. For the last six yearsning documents in elementary eduehildren is grim. If 200 million
ASER has been reporting similarcation continue to be concernechildren today do not get even
findings. What is new is the hintwith infrastructure, teacher recruit-the basic skills of reading and
that the already low levels may bement and training. There is only aarithmetic, it is unlikely that In-
witnessing a further decline. Thisfleeting mention of reporting of dia will grow into a mature
year's ASER findings indicate thatlearning outcomes towards the faggconomy or a mature democracy.
learning levels are lower as com-end of the list. The right to education prom-
pared to last year, especially in ises many things. In addition to
government schools in the Hindi- In the SSA planning docu- teachers in every class, drinking
speaking states. ments, there are only two line itemsvater, boundary walls and so on, it
Domestic efforts at measure-where states and districts can dispeaks of quality education at the
ment of learning outcomes such asectly plan and implement learningappropriate age-grade for all chil-
the annual ASER surveys, periodidmprovement proggfmmes if they dren. By just providing inputs we
studies by Educational Initiativesshould wish to do so. These arare not bringing in equity. Unless
and NCERT are increasing. Therda) the innovation grant of Rs 1the entire expenditure and the ef-
is also an accumulating body ofcrore per district, and (b) thefort behind the provision of school-
research by internationally knownlearning enhancementing is translateceffectively into
academics such asAbhijit Banerjegorogramme. dgether these ac-learning outcomes, the real battle
and Esther Duflo, Karthik count for less than 1 per cent ofor equal opportunity will be lost
Muralidharan and Lant Pritchett.the total education budget (andand our large and growing pub-
Taken together, these point to 8 per cent of SSA budgetin 20104ic expenditure in education
serious and deep crisis in learnind.1). Expenditure tracking effortswastedl]
in primary schools. The recent,byAccountability Initiative indi- (The writer works with Pratham
much publicised PISA 2009+ resultcate that thesexpenditures are and ASER Centre)
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Good science is not possible without freedom of thought: Ramakrishnan

The idea of favouring experi- the idea that if observation andhad had good consequences —
ment and observation over beliefbelief failed to tally, it was the be- leading to mathematics, music and
and the empirical over the anecHief that was deemed to be wrongart — it also made us imagine pat-
dotal, which was at the core of therather than what was observed. terns where they didn't exist, he
evolution of modern science, con- This idea was helped by thesaid.
tinues to be its most importantspirit of Reformation across Eu- Dr. Ramakrishnan illustrated
guiding principle, Nobel laureate rope in the 16 century. It not onlythe missing link between correla-
Venkatraman Ramakrishnan haspawned a distrust of authoritytion and causality by pointing out
said. and freedom of thought, but alscthat the mere correlation between

The Joint Head of the Struc-led to competing views of sciencethe stork population and the birth
tural Studies Division at the MRC — one that attached importance taate in a nation did not establish
Laboratory for Molecular Biology, the elegance of theory and ahe myth that storks bring babies.
Cambridge in the U.K., was deliv- scientist's stature and the other His personal view was that
ering the second S.V. Narasimharthat debunked anything, howevethe mind-boggling proposition by
Memorial Oration under the aus-beautiful or whoever the votary, ifthe European Organisation for
pices of the Bharatiya Vidya the proposal was not verifiable byNuclear Research (CERN) about
Bhavan here on Thursday. experiment. neutrinos travelling faster than

It was also not possible to Eventually, the empirical light would go the way of the de-
have good science without free-view won out and had sincebunked Cold Fusion theory (1989).
dom of thought, which was impor- shaped the modern outlook of sci- The important thing, how-
tant for the development of scienceence, which had the capacity teever, was that science, by its na-
since the era of The Reformationtransform societies. Pointing to theture, was self-correcting — as new
in the 16 century. “It is not pos- motto — “On Nobody's Wrd” — evidence emerged, scientists re-
sible to have very good science foiof the Foundation of the Royalfined their hypotheses and theo-
sustained periods without com-Society, one of the oldest scienvies. “It is this built-in self-cor-
plete freedom of thought,” said Dr.tific societies in the world, Dr. rection that distinguishes sci-
Ramakrishnan, who was born inRamakrishnan said this principleence from other systems of be-
Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu. had come to define modern scidief. In science, it is not bad to be

The scientist, hailed for his ence. Many widespread beliefsnrong, but it is bad definitely to
path-breaking work on ribosomesfailed the evidence-based test an¢hlsify.”Q
that got him the Nobel Prize foryet got perpetuated primarily be- (Chairman of the Bhavan's Chennai
Chemistry in 2009, pointed out thatcause of the human nature's diffiKendra T.S. Krishnamurthy and S.N.
modern science had its origins inculty in separating cause from co- Srikanth, CMD of the Hauer-Diana
the times of Copernicus andincidence. While the human pre- Group of companies and son of S.V.
Galileo, who were proponents ofdisposition to recognise patterns ~ Narasimhan participated.)

Birth anniv. of Swami Vivekanand Celebrated

On the auspicious occasionVivekananda. He also stressed th&rainee Shri Manoj Kumar Yadav,
of 150th Birthday Celebration of importance of quest for knowledgeB.Ed. Trainee and Dr. J.D. Singh,
Swami Vivekananda, a programmewhich was one of the main mottosPrincipal, TGCE were the main
titled 'Kartavya Bodh Diwas' was of Vivekananda. speakers of the seminar.
organized by the Rashtriya The spekers highlighted the Earlier, in his welcome ad-
Shaikshik Mahasangh (RSM) inlife history, philosophy and con- dress, Shri K.N. Suresh, Convener
the Seminar Gallery of TGCE on Jartribution of SwamiVivekananda to- of Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh
12. Speaking as the chief guest owards humanity. Shri Francishighlighted the aims and objectives
the occasion, the PrincipalXavier, HOD, English Dept., INRM, of the organization. Dr. R.K. Tiwari,
Sceretary (Fin.) Shri JalajDr. (Mrs.) Manju Nair, Associate Asst. Professor proposed the vote
Shrivastava highlighted on vari-Prof., Dept. of Geography, JINRM,of thanks, a communication re-
ous aspects of the life of SwamiMs. Sunnaina Suresh, U.G.Edceived here said.
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Action for Girl's education

Q Aaditi Isaac

Nearly two-thirds of children
who are denied their right to edu
cation are female. Athe Wobrld
Education Forum, Dakar, 2000,
countries agreed on ensuring that
by 2015 all children, particularly
girls, will have access to complete
free and compulsory education of
good quality. As we approach 2012,
what is the status of girls’ educa-
tion in India? A focus on girls’ edu-
cation was put in place since the
1986 National Policy on Education
and the 1992 Programme of Action,
followed by the SSA programme
launched in 2001, National Curricu-
lum Framework in 2005 and the
National Curriculum Framework for
Teacher Education in 2010. Thes
policies were complemented by
other schmes such as National'x
Programme for the Education of Girls' }
at the Elementary Level, Kasturba :
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya Scheme, #.
both ensuring inclusion and qualit
education for girls. The Mahila === =7
Samakhya programme was launched et
in 10 states targeting marginalised
sections of rural women. Access to

implementation, there is a wide gap.
“Through various policies we have
placed the education of the girl
child in the foreground. | feel,
policywise, we are on the right
track. The RTE has made educa-
tion a fundamental right. After 25
years of prioritising girls’ educa-
tion, we have seen a tremendous
change. But a lot more needs to be
done.” He further adds, “We can
address the problem by engaging
at different levels. By getting all
girls in school, by examining what
happens in school by paying at-
tention to the socio-emotional con-
ditions of the girl child, what the
child learns in class in terms of the
quality, by providing trained female
teachers and keeping a track of
what happens to girls beyond
schools. That is when the expecta-
tions of parents and the commu-
nity come into effect.”
National Vision

The United Nations
Children’s Fund (Unicef) and min-
istry for human resources devel-
opment (MHRD) drafted a ‘Na-
tional vision for Girls’ Education in
India - Roadmap to 2015’ with an

education was also facilitated byat the primary level, around 50%aim to building a comprehensive
separate schools for girls, availabil-drop out at the secondary approach towards girls’ education,
ity of open learning resources, resi- level because of factorswhich was discussed at a twoday
dential schooling, coaching facili- such as child marriage, child labournational convention in the Capital
ties; scholarships, textbooks, uni£tc. “We must not look at girls as arecently. The Msion Document
forms and transport including bi- liability but as an asset. The Sarvarovides a framework for action for
cycles. The Right of Children to FreeShiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and Rightgirls’ education in India. The plan
and Compulsory Education (knownto Education (RE) Act are tools of action for the next one year is
as RTE)Act, 2010, charted a newthat can empower the girl child. Wethe Shiksha Ka Haq Abhiyan
roadmap for gender equalityedu- need an effective delivery mechawhich will be the cornerstone for
cation in India. nism and have more genderthe implementation of RE. The

Despite all these efforts, sur-friendly classrooms,” she said. Rgovernment will engage with the
prisingly, a large number of girls Govinda, vicechancellor, Nationalcommunity, media, states, and other
still remain outside the educationUniversity of Educational Planning stakeholders to create an environ-
system. According to Karin andAdministration (NUEPA), feels ment and mechanism to ensure
Hulshof, Unicef India representa-that though there are various poliimplementation at every level for
tive, out of 81% girls joining school cies in place, when it comes togirls’ education(
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