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Priorities in
education reforms
must be articulated
around the trans-
formation of the
lethargic, uncon-
cerned, un-
empathetic and
change-resistant
bureaucratic
system. Effective
systemic change is
the first pre-
requisite to ensure
even partial fulfill-
ment of the re-
forms that may
emerge from the
new policy formula-
tion. Sharp demar-
cation of account-
ability must now be
made. So long as
children suffer
inadequacies in
learning process,
national progress
shall remain
retarded.

Systemic Change is Key to
School Education Reforms

a J.S.Rajput

mulating a new policy on edu

cation. The last comprehen-
sive policy formulation exercise was
conducted in 1986. This was hurriedly
redone in 1992. The present National
Policy on Education is generally referred
to as NPE-86/92. A massive exercise of
analysing over 10,000 inputs received
from various sources in the country was
conducted. The ‘challenges in educa-
tion’” document, published by the Union
ministry, gave a realistic description of
the state of Indian education at that
point of time. It clearly emerged that
education never received the priority or
resources it deserved and, conse-
quently, its implementation was poor.
The ‘Programme of Action’ developed
for the implementation of the NPE-86
visualised certain schemes that had the

India is on the threshold of for

potential to transform the face of the
school education system. ‘Why it did
not happen on expected lines and lev-
els’ deserves a thorough scrutiny at the
pre-policy formulation stage in 2015. The
imperative is not to ignore the gains in
certain areas and aspects. The scheme
of Navodaya Vidyalayas envisaged at
that stage has indeed proved reward-
ing in nurturing talented children from
rural areas. One wishes every school
in the country is patterned on the lines
of Kendriya Vidyalayas and Navodaya
Vidyalayas. Both of these, in spite of
inadequacies, have established pub-
lic credibility of high order. If these
are multiplied, the rush to high-fee
charging ‘public schools’ that are cre-
ating social bifurcations can be
checked. Private entrepreneurs enter
education sector because of ‘assured
high dividends’. Knowingly or un-
knowingly, it contributes to the neglect
of the public education system. All the
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talk about ‘not for profit’ provision
is just too transparent a facade.
Several school managements are
willing to pay taxes provided
these are permitted to earn rea-
sonable profits, which they are
earning anyway, but cannot pay
taxes as the rules do not permit
it. Can the new education policy
ignore this?

Two major initiatives the Op-
eration Blackboard (OB) and the
District Institutes of Education and
Training (DIETs), launched post-
1986—could also be recalled as
learning experiences for future. All
primary schools run by state gov-
ernments were assisted by the Cen-
tral government in providing teach-
ing-learning equipment, extra room
and extra teacher. Equipment pur-
chases were made at state level and
most of these resulted in large-scale
scandals and inquiries. Further,
teachers were unwilling to use the
items, apprehensive that the cost

of the items lost could be recov-
ered from their salaries. Second
teachers appointed under Central
funding in single-teacher schools
rarely reached there as they man-
aged postings at the place of their
choice. On record, the scheme was
a great success, but in reality, it just
could not effectively contribute to
quality and credibility of primary
schools.

DIETs were established to
prepare quality teachers for el-
ementary schools. Central gov-
ernment offered generous fund-
ing for additional manpower,
buildings, equipment, library and
laboratories. State governments
were quick to recruit support staff
but for academic positions, they
hired teachers on deputation.
Over the years, these schemes
were further strengthened from
the Central government side but
the state governments, excep-
tions apart, remained indifferent.

In spite of repeated assurances
given, the argument put forward
was: “These are Five-year Plan
schemes and state government
would not be in a position to bear
the financial burden after five
years.” Education being in the
concurrent list, one often comes
across the blame-game between
Central and state governments.
Priorities in education re-
forms must be articulated around
the transformation of the lethargic,
unconcerned, un-empathetic and
change-resistant bureaucratic sys-
tem. Effective systemic change is
the first pre-requisite to ensure
even partial fulfillment of the re-
forms that may emerge from the new
policy formulation. Sharp demarca-
tion of accountability must now be
made. So long as children suffer
inadequacies in learning process,
national progress shall remain re-
tarded. Q
(Former Director of the NCERT)

The newly-reconsti-
tuted CABE, the highest advi-
sory body on education in the
country, is expected to meet on
July 18, the main agenda of
which could be deliberation on
the new education policy and
consideration of a report on no-
detention policy up to class
VIIL

Officials in the HRD
Ministry said the states have
been asked to give their sug-
gestions before the finalisation
of the agenda report, the last
date of which is July 8.

The focus would, how-
ever, be on the new education
policy and the states participa-
tion, as for the first time views
of stakeholders from across the

CABE to meet on July 18 to discuss new education policy

spectrum are being taken, they said.

All the reports of the sub-
committee prepared by the previ-
ous body of the Central Advisory
Board of Education (CABE) would
also be taken up for consideration.

These include a sub-commit-
tee report prepared under the then
Haryana education minister Geeta
Bukkal about no-detention policy
and its impact on learning outcome
in classes.

While the report has
favoured doing away the policy
introduced under RTE which entails
automatic class promotion, the
Ministry has remained silent on the
issue so far, stating that CABE
would take it for consideration.

While some states have al-
ready removed the provision, Delhi

deputy chief ministerManish
Sisodia is learnt to have re-
quested HRD Minister Smriti
Irani earlier this week for the re-
moval of the policy.

CABE was reconstituted
on June 11, with 19 nominated
members from different fields,
apart from ex-officio members,
various union ministers and vice-
chancellors of different universi-
ties.

Anirban Ganguly, Director
of Shyama Prasad Mookherjee
Research Foundation, a BJP out-
fit, and actress Swarup Sampat,
wife of BJP MP from Ahmedabad
(East) Paresh Rawal are notable
nominated members in the body,
which is headed by HRD Minis-
ter Smriti Irani.
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important aspect

is how interested
parents of the poor kids
are to send them to the
private schools even if
the education is free of
cost. This will certainly
be traumatic for poor
kids to cope up with
that. Moreover what
about the overhead
expenses such as
uniform, books,
stationery etc of
attending a private
school. In short the bill
guarantees for admis-
sion of the children, but
does not promise
quality of education.
The act stipulates
assignment of a class to
the child according to
his/her age without any
bridge course to make
up the studies.Auto-
matic promotion to next
class may be counter-
productive. This can
promote indolence and
insincerity among
students and careless-
ness among teachers.

Right to Education Act 2009 :
Challenges to Implement

Q Dr.A.K. Gupta

ight to education act 2009
is an important tool to
rovide free and compul-

sory education to every child in the age
group of 6- 14 years (Approx 22 crores)
in the country. A sharp drop out (approx.
53%) was observed after primary school
education before children could enter
into further studies. This particular is-
sue motivated for formulation of this
act. Simultaneously lack of basic facili-
ties were also observed e.g. toilets and
sanitation, safe drinking water etc. Other
points observed include high teacher-
pupil ratio, lack of class rooms/ build-
ings. It is estimated that 6% of GDP is
required to maintain basic amenities in
the education sector for this age group.
A surcharge of 2% was imposed to cover
this deficiency. Intervention of Supreme
Court by issuing notices to state and
central governments forced them to
think about the issue considering that
employment and continuing / compul-
sory education should be taken as two
sides of the coin.

Any cost that prevents a child
from accessing school will be borne by
the state which will have responsibility
of enrolling the child as well ensuring
the attendance, no reason (may be ad-

mission test or physical disability etc)
what so ever should be excused for this
target.

To ensure this target Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and Mid Day
Meal were introduced. As per article 21A
in the Indian Constitution Education is
a fundamental right. The act was imple-
mented in the year 2009. With the right
to education act into force, India has
joined the a group of 130 countries. Dif-
ferent countries provide free and com-
pulsory education in different age
groups.

Main Features of the Act:-

Every child in the age group of 6-
14 has right to free and compulsory edu-
cation in a neighborhood school, till the
completion of elementary education. Pri-
vate School will have to take 25% of their
class strength a by random selection
process. Government will fund educa-
tion of these children. No donation and
capitation fee is allowed. No admission
test or interview either for child or par-
ents is allowed. No child can be held
back, expelled and required to pass the
board examination till the completion of
elementary education. There is provision
for establishment of commissions to
supervise the implementation of the act.
A fixed student and teacher ratio is to be
maintained. All schools have to adhere
to rules and regulations laid down in this

#
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act, failing which the school will not
be allowed to function. Three years
moratorium period has been pro-
vided to school to implement all that
isrequired of them. Norms for teach-
ers training and qualifications are
also clearly mentioned in the act.
Experience is the extract of suffer-
ings. All schools except private
unaided schools are to be managed
by school management committees
with 75% of parents and guardians
as members.

National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR)
has been mandated to monitor the
implementation of this historic right.
NCPCR also invites all civil society
groups, students, teachers, admin-
istrators, artists, writers, Govern-
ment personnel, legislators, mem-
bers of the Judiciary to ensure that
every child of this country is in
school and enabled to get quality
education for period.

As per estimate Rs 171000
crore funds will be required in the
next five years, which state centre
governments have agreed to share
in the ratio of 45-55%. World bank
has announced two education
projects worth a total of $ 1.05 bil-
lion for India.

However there is no provi-
sion for a child in the age group 0-
6 and between 14 to 18 years of age.
The age group of 0-6 years can fur-
ther be divided into two groups
namely 0-3 and 3-6 years. One
group in the age in between 14 to
18 years can be dealt with sepa-
rately. Reasons for sub dividing is
natural growth of a child between
0-3 is dealt with more differently
than a child between the age group
of 3-6 years. Requirements for a
child in the age group of 14 to 18
years remain altogether different.
The act excludes 157 million chil-
dren below six years and between
15-18 years age group. For a child

0-6 years age is considered to be
formative thus it is important to in-
clude this age group.

Morever the act does not
make provision for disabled or
physically challenged children.
Another challenge is to meet re-
quirement of trained and qualified
teachers. To get trained and quali-
fied teachers within stipulated time
period prove to be herculean task
but appears to be almost impos-
sible. Shortage of trained and quali-
fied teachers is greater challenge,
which may be solved partly by re-
laxing the time period to acquire
necessary targets. Qualifications of
ateacher for different classes fix up
definition of teaching eligibility.
Reservation of seats in unaided
private schools still remains a chal-
lenge. The act talks about 25% seat
reservation in private/ public un-
aided schools for lesser privileged
children. There will be wide gap
between cost of education per child
and reimbursement by the state
government. For a certain class of
society who provides education to
their children in these private
schools already by stretching their
means this extra burden might
prove too much.

Another important aspect is
how interested parents of the poor
kids are to send them to the private
schools even if the education is free
of cost. This will certainly be trau-
matic for poor kids to cope up with
that. Moreover what about the
overhead expenses such as uni-
form, books, stationery etc of at-
tending a private school. In short
the bill guarantees for admission of
the children, but does not promise
quality of education. The act stipu-
lates assignment of a class to the
child according to his/her age with-
out any bridge course to make up
the studies. Automatic promotion
to next class may be counterpro-

ductive. This can promote indo-
lence and insincerity among stu-
dents and carelessness among
teachers.

Recognition of school and
role of school management commit-
tee are also under question mark
since many meritorious criteria are
left without any due consideration.
Incentives to promote the
schemes:-

Children in this age group
are considered to support the fam-
ily for financial contribution as t hey
are expected to earn, The scheme
should be so planned so as to pro-
vide them an opportunity to learn
and earn. The student should be
provided mid day meal facilities,
however this work should be as-
signed to some agency which is not
directly connected to the teaching.

A certain group should own
responsibility to run the system,
local authorities should be directly
or indirectly connected with this.
Since teachers are back bone of the
scheme they should be given re-
sponsibility to run the show and at
the same time upgrade their skills
so as to cater the society in a better
way.

The whole group associated
should be exposed in proper man-
ner to advanced technology e.g.
computers, satellite technology etc.
An expert is a human who does not
have all the answers, but is sure
that given enough money answers
can be found. Education must
teach the student his duty in life.
Duty begins where natural neces-
sities end. Things taught in col-
leges and schools are not an edu-
cation but means of education.
More and more emphasis should
be on character building so as to
serve the society for bright future
for themselves and the nation. 4

(Prof. Structural Engineering
Dept. JNV University, Jodhpur)
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The Karnataka Legislative
Assembly has passed an amendment
to the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act (2009),
making Kannada or the mother tongue
mandatory as the medium of instruc-
tion in all schools covered by the act
in the state.

The consequence of this
amendment, which comes into imme-
diate effect, is that new English me-
dium schools cannot be started. How-
ever, minority schools, which do not
come under the RTE Act, can have
English medium classes.

“This means the Hindu and

RTE Means Kannada Medium

the Kannadiga children in Karnataka are
denied the right to education in English,
while minority children and non
Kannadigas can study in English
medium,"advocate KV Dhananjay, who
fought the case against the state
government's moves to mandate
Kannada medium, filed by the
Karnataka Unaided School Manage-
mentsAssociation (KUSMA) up to the
Supreme Court, told ET.

The state has explained its
stand very clearly in the RTE
(Karnataka Amendment) Bill, 2015.
Contending that Article 21A of the
Constitution has mandated that the

state determines by law the medium
of instruction in schools that provide
free education, the Act says “the child
cannot claim under Article 21 or Ar-
ticle 21A that he has a right to choose
the medium of instruction in which
education should be imparted to him
by the state. There is, however, an el-
ement of doubt raised over the issue
of "free education”, as the state does
not fund students studying in unaided
private schools except for those study-
ing under the RTE quota. Legal and
educational experts feel that this could
be a ground on which the Karnataka
amendment could be fought against.
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ABRSM- Karnataka Higher Education Wing Organised

A Round Table Meet on proposed New Education Policy

A Round Table Meet on new
Education Policy was organized by
ABRSM Karnataka unit. The meet
was attended by vice chancellors,
ex-vice chancellors, MLCs, acade-
micians practicing teachers and
student leaders. The meet focused
on ten important points of educa-
tion policy to be formed at the cen-
ter. Dr. Raghu Akmanchi, the con-
vener of the meet delivered intro-
ductory speech on the education
policies of the past and present.

Dr. Ashok Shettar, the vice
chancellor of KLE technological
university initiated the discussion
by talking on integrating skill de-
velopment. He said “There is a need
to provide the students with the
competencies which make them
contribute to the nation. Unfortu-
nately, content is more focused
than skills. Hence, there is a neces-
sity of bringing skill development
in every spare of education.”

Dr. B G Mulimani, the ex-vice
chancellor of Gulbarga University
presided over the meet and empha-
sized both teaching and imparting
knowledge and skills. Dr. S.S.
Patagundi of Karnataka University
spoke on improving state universi-
ties and felt that political interfer-
ence is inevitable in the gover-
nance. He referred to Yeshpal com-
mittee report and asked for
strengthening UG and PG educa-

tion. Mr. Gopalkrishna Joshi of
KLE’s Technological University
presented views on technology
enabled learning in higher educa-
tion. DrH M Maheshwarayya, the
vice chancellor of Karnataka Cen-
tral University, Kalaburgi, spoke on
the need for student welfare initia-
tives such as student safety insur-
ance, loan and scholarship, accom-
modation etc. Dr. K. Aithal of
Karnataka University presented his
views on promoting research and
innovation in higher education. In-
dian research is more imitative than
innovative. He felt there should be
more incentive programs for re-
search and effective measures to
study the research proposals.

Dr. S. V. Sankanur, the MLC
spoke on the general enrollment
ratio in higher education and need
for addressing disparities in stu-
dent teacher ratio. He also asked
the government to take effective
measures to fill those vacant teach-
ing posts. Dr. Prasad Rudagi pre-
sented his views on open learning
programs; he said that there is need
for using technology for digital
native generation. So, he empha-
sized IT infrastructure creation. Dr.
M.S.Subhash of KUD spoke on
engagement with industry and need
for having information centers. Dr.
Shrinivas Balli National vice presi-
dent ABVP and Dr. G.B Nandan of

KUD spoke on need for bringing
ethics in higher education. Mr.
Arun Shahpur, the MLC told teach-
ers have to introspect themselves
before talking about their rights. He
said, “Teachers have to regain the
past glory of guru so that society
pays back the same. He is ready to
take the recommendations of the
meet to the policy makers and see
that teachers’ voice is heard.”

Dr S.V. Hiremath, Dr.Prakash
Tevary, Prof Mahesh Deshapande,
Prof. Sandeep  Budihal,Dr.
Basvag Tallur,Dr.Pragna
Mattihalli, Dr. J.S. Bhat, Dr
Mahadevappa Dalapati,Dr.Srikant
Kulkarni, Dr.Jagadhish Baragi
Sri.K.S.Jayant, sri.Shantanna
Kadiwal, Dr. Lingaraj Horakeri,Sri
Veeresh Balikai, President ABVP,
Sri Veeresh Angadi of KLE Tech-
nological university, Sri H.S.
Shiggoun secretary,SJMV Sangh,
Basavesh Kori,Siddu Salimath of
ABVP were participated in the dis-
cussion. Dr. Gurunath Badiger , the
co-convener of the meet welcomed
the participants and introduced the
guests. Prof. Balakrishna Bhat, the
ex MLC and additional general sec-
retary of ABRSM spoke on the ac-
tivities of ABRSM. Prof. Narayan
Upadhya proposed vote of thanks.
More than 50 teachers, scholars,
and student representatives were
present in the meet.

Former President APJ
Abdul Kalam has called for the
inclusion of entrepreneurship in
the educational curricula in the
country. "We need education that
creates environment for entrepre-
neurship,” Kalam said at the city-
based Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute in Ahmedabad.
"The education system should
introduce syllabus of entrepre-

“India should introduce entrepreneurship in educational syllabus” - Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam

neurship; students right from
school to college need to get skills
that can provide freedom,” he said.
The former President also stressed
that banks should be pro-active in
supporting innovations. The glo-
bal community should focus on
common issues like poverty, lack
of education and poor healthcare,
he added. “Today, the challenge be-
fore the world is of poverty, includ-

ing in India. We need to find
solutions. It is the collective re-
sponsibility of the global com-
munity. Countries should start
tackling common enemies like
poverty, lack of education and
poor healthcare,” he said. There
is need for an equal distribu-
tion of resources and we should
focus on national, regional and
global peace, he said.
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