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Education in Free Bharat
U Dr. TS Girishkumar

Presently, education all over the world is Eurocentric.
Every one follows the European pattern and structure of e\
education and most people also copy the contents. Offi- j"&*
cially the freedom of Bharat came in 1947, but in real- _ 7 :“\M
ity, freedom for education in Bharat had never + 14 :
happened. There were efforts from many
nationalists to make an Indo centric
education, but they were mostly either -
ridiculed or suppressed. ‘Progressive’
people wanted to be in step with what-
ever is going on in the rest of the world, ¢ { | o
thereby remaining just copy cats. W \i._. :
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One important
aspect which
remains out of
focus is concern for
the nation by an
individual by any
means, is feeling of
Nationhood and its
well being. One
should improve
himself or herself
to the benefit of the
family in turn to the
society, finally
leading to the
benefit of the
nation. That is
where one needs to
think about many
other aspects which
may not be part of
formal education
i.e. to be more
concerned about
others. To develop
habit of helping out
others thus contrib-
uting to overall
development of the
society in turn to
the benefit of the
nation.

Syllabus and Curriculum

U Prof.A. K. Gupta

he education can be di
vided into two categories
i.e. formal and informal.

We are more concerned about formal
education and work for it. Preparation
of teaching & examination scheme and
syllabus is focused for the formal edu-
cation. The level of education i.e. low or
high is looked accordingly e.g. stress
on language or mathematics in initial
education is more talked about whereas
other subjects for exposure to the outer
world is stressed at higher level educa-
tion. Teaching scheme is prepared to
justify weightage of a particular subject
or topic i.e. how more time is expected
to be given for a topic and marks de-
voted for a topic is thus decided. Cur-
riculum focuses more on other aspects
which include many other aspects of
personality. Personality does not merely
remain limited to formal education but

it has many variants to define.

Nature of education depends
upon its type, which can be any of the
followings:- General, Specific, Formal,
Informal, Direct, Indirect, Individual,
Collective, Conscious or unconscious
education. General education talks about
bare minimum education which is con-
sidered essential at the early stage
namely childhood to work upon it is ba-
sic requirement to face a typical situa-
tion. In an ideal state it should be free
and available to all. Specific education
is designed for later stage and meant
for specific purposes may it be for spe-
cific job or otherwise. Modern time be-
longs to specialization so it is preferred
one by a common person. At this level
one talks about vocationaligation. A
person is prepared for a specific job One
may be trained for specific purpose may
it be for agricultural or engineering or
medical or a typical one. If a person has
specific qualities to excel in a particular
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Nature of education depends upon its type, which can be any
of the followings:- General, Specific, Formal, Informal, Direct, Indi-
rect, Individual, Collective, Conscious or unconscious education.
General education talks about bare minimum education which is
considered essential at the early stage namely childhood to work
upon it is basic requirement to face a typical situation. In an ideal
state it should be free and available to all. Specific education is
designed for later stage and meant for specific purposes may it be for
specific job or otherwise. Modern time belongs to specialization so it
is preferred one by a common person.

field then it is preferred. Thus a per-
son can serve society or the nation
better.

Formal education is one
branch which is established by law
for specific purposes. One is kept
free to choose but once the option
is exercised then it is in a fixed setup
to be followed for a typical objec-
tive and to be achieved in fixed time
frame passing through various
phases. The approach remains sci-
entific to obtain some meaningful
objectives. Thus at a time many per-
sons can be trained for a specific
purpose. At the same time it leaves
many other important aspects of a
personality untouched. A person can
remain useful for specific job only
and his input cannot be used else-
where. Informal education is one
branch of study which may be con-
sidered supplementary to the previ-
ous one. This is not established by
law so to say. Naturally it does not
have a formal syllabus to follow. The
informal education otherwise is very
innovative and can lead to incul-
cate personal qualities of a person.
This type of education can be re-
lated more to experience.

Collective education is con-
sidered to be part of formal educa-
tion where a group is taught simul-
taneously. However ratio of teacher
to taught should be kept within a
certain limit. This can provide direct
contact of teacher and taught. This
system saves time and money. Indi-
vidual education is opposed to col-
lective or group education. Here
more time is devoted by a teacher to
a student or scholar. This type of
system can be more fruitful for re-
search studies. However this can-
not be followed at large scale. Man-
agement becomes difficult for this
type of education. For this obvious
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reason even after knowing its ad-
vantages Collective education sys-
tem is preferred.

Conscious education is pre-
ferred by parents and children as
they are more focused about the
ultimate goal i.e. job. Unconscious
education is that part which is learnt
without any formal effort. This type
of education one learns from sur-
rounding environment in general.
It may be considered beneficial for
the good of the society.

One important aspect which
remains out of focus is concern for
the nation by an individual by any
means, is feeling of Nationhood
and its well being. One should im-
prove himself or herself to the ben-
efit of the family in turn to the soci-
ety, finally leading to the benefit of
the nation. That is where one
needs to think about many other
aspects which may not be part of
formal education i.e. to be more
concerned about others. To de-
velop habit of helping out others
thus contributing to overall devel-
opment of the society in turn to the
benefit of the nation.

Objective of education does
not remain merely for the benefit of
oneself or the family but to the ben-
efit of the society and nation at
large. This type of emotional reflec-
tion is generally seen in the situa-
tion of Natural disasters, National
emergency. Blood donation camp
or donation in case of an emer-
gency e.g. war may set such an ex-
ample. Traffic management in case
of jam during peak hours becomes
areal threat to think about. National
resources can be saved to a greater
extent. Saving a life during a real
scenario of natural disaster or ca-
lamity should be more appreciable
then obtaining a formal higher edu-

cation degree.

Energy conservation and
pollution control are some of the
relevant topics which are talked
about. Saving certain amount of
energy may be considered as more
energy produced. Thus various
considerations becomes important.
Harnessing benefits of natural
lights and ventilation as well by suit-
able means with minimum efforts is
of applied importance. Similar is the
concern for pollution control which
can be avoided by many suitable
means e.g. To optimize production
process to leave less carbon foot
prints. Use of such construction
materials which results in far more
efficient system to follow. Similarly
managing disposal of solid waste
is another point where one can pay
more attention. Use of bare mini-
mum water is another factor where
one can contribute. Thus small con-
tributions if added together can
yield a larger chunk to yield a siz-
able amount.

Sustainable consumption
should be our focus for our future
generations. A resource if used
optimally can be appreciable if it
provides a saving and use for our
generation to come. Thus our ob-
jective should be to follow
Vasudhev Kutumbakam, thus treat-
ing entire earth and its habitats as
one family so that all these prob-
lems can be dealt with simulta-
neously. One has to find different
cultural approaches in our country
as well as one approach to incul-
cate feeling of oneness for the na-
tionhood. One should focus on
changes with time by considering
technological advancements. Our
relational position in the whole
world. Change of a Government
system should not reflect in our

approach towards education sys-
tem. More responsibility lies on the
team which is responsible for for-
mulation of Syllabus. Attempts
should be made so as to consider
as many aspects as is possible to
move with Undergoing Completion
of formal syllabus with develop-
ment of a personality.

More importance on formal
education shows our attention is
for obtaining physical objectives
than developing personal or spiri-
tual qualities which are considered
more useful for building a nation.
Parivar probodhan at early stages
may be useful to develop such
qualities. Social Equality or
Samajik Samarasta is another is-
sue which needs to be addressed
properly. Government Schools
are useful in this direction where
students do not find differentia-
tion. Cultural changes are mak-
ing gaps wider on many grounds.
Financial aspect is considered as
just one among many to name a few.
Corruption is a major social men-
ace. This can be dealt with effec-
tively if informal education gets
more focus. Turning our focus
more towards physical gains rather
than social aspects which may also
be considered spiritual should be
our main target to achieve. As said
by Eminent Educationist Nation
building depends up on Character
building. Attempts made by our
predecessor e.g. Bankim Chandra
in Formulization of Vandematram in
generating brotherly feeling on emo-
tional ground or others in various
aspects e.g. Dr Sampurnanad or Dr
Radha krishanan, Deen Dayal
Upadhyay are some examples to
follow.d

(Professor, Structural Engineering
Department, JNV University, Jodhpur)
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Presently,
education all over
the world is
Eurocentric. Every
one follows the
European pattern
and structure of
education and most
people also copy
the contents.
Officially the
freedom of Bharat
came in 1947, but
in reality, freedom
for education in
Bharat had never
happened. There
were efforts from
many nationalists to
make an Indo
centric education,
but they were
mostly either
ridiculed or sup-
pressed. ‘Progres-
sive’ people wanted
to be in step with
whatever is going
on in the rest of the
world, thereby
remaining just copy
cats.

Education in Free Bharat

A Dr. TS Girishkumar

ur nation Bharat had to
put up with all kinds of
hardships for centuries,

before and after the celebrated indepen-
dence of 1947. There used to be inva-
sions and infiltrations, there were delib-
erate as well as inadvertent efforts to
belittle, estrange, insult and even elimi-
nate our identity, there were rules from
aliens, variety of aliens for a long time,
perhaps from the time of Alexander’s
invasion to Bharat. This alien domina-
tion became complete with the fall of
Prithviraj Chauhan of Delhi, and re-
mained for more than a thousand years
in modern Bharat.
Ancient Bharat

It is difficult to date the antiquity
of Bharatiya Sanskriti. But we can make
rough and sketchy estimates, some logic
and some more common sense. The Rig
Veda is undoubtedly the first ever text
by mankind. And this text must have
been not just composed in any manner
known to us, given compilation of a
book is done, in our knowledge limits

today. This must have got shaped in
written form on a much later time fromj

long time later.

For, written documents were not
needed to the ancestors, they had al-
ready perfected and long put into prac-
tice the tradition of Sruti and Smriti and
remained comfortable with these two
methods of keeping record. In all likeli-
hood, there were much less loss of en-
ergy in preserving knowledge in this tra-
dition of our ancestors as compared to
the modern written form of texts. Texts
tend to elaborate, aiming at comprehen-
sion of many, and in this process of ex-
amples and elaboration, focal energy
gets dispersed, diverted and often goes
offtrack both with the narrator and the

listener. Sruti and Smriti tradition makes
knowledge crisp; compressed and allow
interpretation with established scholars
and make it into what may be called a
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‘mantra’. They repeat verses sev-
eral times until remembered beyond
doubt; and reproduced exactly as
they were even through many gen-
erations.

In all likelihood, Yoga pre-
dated this exercise. Yoga must have
been their first lesson, to initiate a
student into practicing the meth-
odology of trans-sensory abilities
into acquiring knowledge. Instru-
ments invented by modern empiri-
cal sciences are equipment meant
to increase the abilities of sense
organs. It had been only after this,
that empirical sciences made empiri-
cal knowledge a possibility. But the
Yogic methodology known as
“Yogaj’ does not need the employ-
ments of sense organs at all, which
is mediate knowledge; they employ
this yogic method of immediate
knowledge, or knowing directly. In
one word, the ancestors first train
the minds to acquire knowledge,
and then only knowledge used to
be imparted to students through
Sruti and Smriti. This made them
very perfect in their knowledge tra-
dition.

Written documents

It must have been much later
in time that someone or some group
of scholars, through leisurely time,
took to composing already existing
knowledge in written forms. There
is no way to know the time when
this took place, and it is only wise
not to try to fix any time. Recently [
came across a video clip from the
History channel, diving deep sea
into the remains of Dwaraka. One
suggestion from them is that, this
city must be some thirty to forty
thousand years old. If this is the
case, then what could be the time
of Mahabharata? And if
Mahabharata is that antique, then
the Rig Veda? Let us stop short at
saying that we do not know.

The language Sanskrit also
was not born over a day. Perhaps
Sanskrit is the only artificially cre-
ated language in the history of man-
kind. The ancestors felt the need
of a complete language that can
carry knowledge, and they
synthesised a new language and
called it the ‘refined’ one, naming it
‘Sanskrit’. I am sure that the name
itself is very suggestive. Most
likely no one must have used the
language of Sanskrit as their
mother tongue, though they used
it more than their mother tongue, it
remained the language of knowl-
edge and language of scholarship
for entire Bharatvarsha. Language
for a really very vast area.

To come to the point, men-
tion of the river Saraswati in Rig
Veda clearly suggest that the ori-
gin of Vedas must be in the
Saraswati Valley. The Vedic sites we
see at Dholavira Kalibagan etc. are
settlements those came later and
that also through in different stages.
But then, they are the Vedic Sites
where the Vedic people, our ances-
tors really lived. Hence one may
suggest that the origin of this
knowledge must have been from
Saraswati valley, and the time of
river Saraswati could be the time of
Vedic settlements and civilisation,

and of course, knowledge tradition.
Education

For Bharatiyas, all noble ef-
forts have only one desideratum,
Moksha. Whatever one does must
be eventually taking him to the sta-
tus of a Mumukta. Education is also
no exception, and hence, “SaVidya
Ya Vimuktaye”. Needless to say
that, this makes education also a
most holy and pious affair. Ances-
tors say that knowledge must be
distributed to ‘deserving minds’.
Knowledge kept undistributed
amounts to pap: or crime. The
vidwan who does not distribute
knowledge to right minds is at fault
and guilty.

Bharat had many ‘Gurukulas’
or Universities from time immemo-
rial. Our knowledge of Bharatiya
Gurukulas is actually limited to the
Universities of Bharat from
Takshasila and then to the Buddhis-
tic ones subsequently, for, the Bud-
dhist Shramanas did a great job in
expanding Vedopanishadic knowl-
edge tradition to common people
and researching further. But there
were also many lesser known Uni-
versities those were also great cen-
tres of learning and people from all
over the world used to reach there
for learning and at times even
teaching. Our ancestors did distrib-
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ute our knowledge to whoever
came looking for knowledge, no
matter from where. At the same time
we also welcomed knowledge from
anywhere, no matter by whom. Rig
Veda teaches us, “Ano Bhadra
Kritavo Yantu Viswatha”.

Our ancestors had a distinct
methodology of acquiring knowl-
edge, a distinct methodology in
preserving knowledge and a dis-
tinct manner of distributing them.
And what is more, most of (presum-
ably) the knowledge from our an-
cestors is still available in textual
form.

Education in Bharat

Presently, education all over
the world is Eurocentric. Every one
follows the European pattern and
structure of education and most
people also copy the contents. Of-
ficially the freedom of Bharat came
in 1947, but in reality, freedom for
education in Bharat had never hap-
pened. There were efforts from
many nationalists to make an Indo
centric education, but they were
mostly either ridiculed or sup-
pressed. ‘Progressive’ people
wanted to be in step with whatever
is going on in the rest of the world,
thereby remaining just copy cats.

For free Bharat, we have to
highlight Bharatiya education.
Bharat has her own distinct value
system based on the Vedopa-
nishadic knowledge tradition thus
making it a uniform one, Bharat has
her own epistemology based on the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition
which has this uniqueness of co-ex-
istence of the multiple, Bharat has
her own metaphysics where neither
a god concept nor the concept of
an intermediator priest has any role,
Bharat has her own theories in sci-
ence and mathematics which need
to be studied using Bharatiya tools
to interpret and so on.

I am not asking for a going
back in time: I am only demanding
that we should also know these
things instead of simply copying
Europe. We should know what we
are: we should teach our children
who their ancestors were. The
greatest thing that a Bharatiya can
possess is not his Sanskriti, but a
Sanskriti arising from Swabhimana,
and a Swabhimana arising from the
knowledge of what one is and what
ancestry one belongs to. This only
can make Swabhimana formidable,
and Sanskriti impeccable. With
such knowledge, the Nation of
Bharat can be strong and shall natu-
rally be “Viswa Guru”. There is no
exaggeration here, Bharat indeed is
Viswa Guru, and people do know
this; the only thing is that, not so
many people are commonly aware
of this.

Future Plans

The world today has two
distinct knowledge traditions. One
is Bharatiya, and the other is Euro-
pean (I put all others into this cat-
egory, since European knowledge
tradition is a synthesis from all over
including Bharat). Bharatiya knowl-
edge tradition has established
knowledge system in all area, and
texts are available to this.

On a normal course, we are
in the European structure of edu-
cation, and it shall remain so for a
real long time. Let us also go with
what happens elsewhere, but at the
same time, let us keep knowing our
fundamentals and keep realising
that what is given to us from Eu-
rope is a mere corollary. Let us first
understand their knowledge sys-
tems; but let us also understand
our knowledge systems. Each stu-
dent in Bharat must be capable of
standing firmly on his ancestry and
challengingly looking at what Eu-
rope teaches. Where possible, our

knowledge must be pushed as a
contribution from ancient Bharat.
Such should be real education in
free Bharat, without which, Bharat
cannot be thought of as free.

The greatest aspect in
Bharatiya knowledge tradition is
her epistemology of co-existence.
Co-existence here is not just sur-
face-level co-existence of man and
man: it is real co-existence of man
with the entire cosmos; animate and
inanimate. The Upanishadic ‘Kosha
Theory speak of Annamaya,
Pranamaya, Manomaya, Vijnana-
maya and Anandamaya Koshas’,
where the entire cosmos is ac-
counted for. The immediate diffi-
culty with European epistemology
is that they read too much of speci-
ficities these days: thereby draw-
ing distinctions and differences
and focusing as well as narrowing
down to particulars. This creates
their epistemology of difference
and the relations between particu-
lar to particular becomes one that
of contradiction and conflict, which
Marx Karl had effectively brought
out into a theory. As a result, right
from personal level of family to na-
tional level of interaction, they fail
to co-exist by and large.

It should be possible for us
to design curriculum and syllabus
in this direction. This may take a
long time and this may a very labo-
rious task, but somewhere we have
to start and begin working. I know
that many of us are doing these
things in our own very personal
level, and this also shall go on, but
there shall not be any visible re-
sults in the near future. Let the edu-
cation experts of my nation begin,
begin working in this real
Rashtravadi education structure to
make Bharat free.4

( Professor of Philosophy,
M.S. University, Baroda)
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