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Education and Accountability Q Dr. TS Girishkumar

For Bharat, accountability at once acquires the

basis as the Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition. The
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition gave rise to a
Sanskriti, that we call today the Bharatiya Sanskriti. From
this Bharatiya Sanskriti evolves the transcendental longing
of human consciousness
towards the 'beyond’
which becomes the
Dharma. This precisely
becomes the postulate,
the basis for any con-
cept of accountability in
Bharatiya context.
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For Bharat, ac-
countability at once
acquires the basis
as the
Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradi-
tion. The
Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradi-
tion gave rise to a
Sanskriti, that we
call today the
Bharatiya Sanskriti.
From this Bharatiya
Sanskriti evolves
the transcendental
longing of human
consciousness
towards the 'be-
yond' which be-
comes the Dharma.
This precisely
becomes the
postulate, the basis
for any concept of
accountability in
Bharatiya context.

Education and Accountability

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

he concept of accountabil
I ity is one concept that
must be introduced as a
postulate to all thoughts and action
alike. Perhaps the whole sense, the
whole meaning of all phenomena may
be said to rest in this phenomenon, of
making accountability 'the' postulate of
everything. However, the concept of
accountability needs to be understood
and explained, prior to conceiving of it
on a practical plane.
The concept of accountability

The concept of accountability
has definite ingredients built in. Ac-
countability should be on some basis,
and towards something, system or
even person. One must be aware of
what-how and in which direction ac-
countability ought to be.

For Bharat, accountability at
once acquires the basis as the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition.
The Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion gave rise to a Sanskriti, that we call
today the Bharatiya Sanskriti. From this
Bharatiya Sanskriti evolves the tran-
scendental longing of human con-
sciousness towards the 'beyond' which
becomes the Dharma. This precisely
becomes the postulate, the basis for

any concept of accountability in
Bharatiya context.

Adolf Hitler normally is an unwel-
come character to maximum people. We
know that he was not normal, and was
erratic on many plains. But from what I
understand, he was the first one to in-
troduce the concept of "responsible de-
mocracy" while discussing many things
in his auto biography, "Mein Kemp". I
don't know whether or not Hitler could
ever come closer to practicing it with
the Hapsburg rule around, and also
don't know to what extent his dreams
got realised even when he became the
'Herrer' (!!!!). Nonetheless, with all his
'madness' he had some fantastic
dreams. He wanted democracy to be 're-
sponsible democracy'. He also wanted
individual accountability, where each
individual parliamentarian is assigned
with specific job and he alone shall have
to answer upon anything concerned
with that specific. He dreamt of a situa-
tion where no one can evade responsi-
bility, and finally, he also imagined that
if the people can elect people to offices,
then people also must be able to eject
people down from the same offices, in
the same manner.

Thus in Europe, perhaps it must
be Hitler who first thought about ac-
countability in a larger scale, albeit we
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do not really know whether or not
he was able to put it into practice.
But the thoughts were fantastic
and good in theories.

Education and accountability

The concept of education is
brought out clearly in a better man-
ner by none other than Bharatiya
Acharyas. The Upanishads are full
of instructions to this effect. On
the one hand the process of learn-
ing could be said to be
"Sahanavavatu Sahanao
Bhunaktu" for "Sahavirya" to
eventually create "Tejaswis", and
on a metaphysical plane, "Vidya"
is "Vimuktaye", leading to libera-
tion, Moksha itself. Thus the ques-
tion of a concept of accountabil-
ity, of a concept of education, is
well declared and spelt out clearly
in Bharatiya knowledge tradition.
Education as such is to refine hu-
mans and create Sanskritas out of
normal and unrefined men. A soci-
ety of Sanskritas, a society of
Sanskaris is at once the perfect so-
ciety with all other things naturally
falling in place. So, what ought to
be education, what ought to be its
role in society such things we have
clear visions and ideas. From this
we can also understand how ac-
countable, and to whom it all shall
be accountable and such phenom-
ena.

Accountability of the educators

The educators, the teachers
are to have two levels of account-
ability. First of all, they must be ac-
countable to a strong postulate of
a given knowledge tradition, pro-
vided the society has such a
knowledge tradition. Secondly, the
teachers should be accountable to
the society and the nation.

Bharat has the oldest knowl-
edge tradition of the world. The
Bharatiya knowledge tradition is
so ancient, that should there be a
second knowledge tradition, that
is much later than the Bharatiya
knowledge tradition. Bharat also

has this advantage that Bharatiya
knowledge tradition is still active
and constantly becoming more. It
is a fact that the growth of
Bharatiya knowledge tradition had
suffered major setbacks for thou-
sands of years, but the philosophy
and the Sanatana character had
kept the whole thing alive. The
Hindu Dharma had indeed kept
the whole thing alive, and had
successfully transmitted it from
generations to generations for tens
of thousands of years.

The examples from Greek
knowledge tradition are both ap-
palling and unfortunate. Greek
knowledge tradition became ex-
tinct, with the destruction of their
religion, Hellenism. Similarly, the
Inca civilisation also had become
extinct with the end of their reli-
gion. The entire European Phi-
losophy had begun from Greek
philosophy after the European me-
dieval period of Papacy, but by
then Greek knowledge tradition had
long become extinct. We have just
three back philosophers from
Greece, Socrates, Plato and
Aristotle, each one the student of
the predecessor in chronology.
But then there it all ended, with the
Roman conquest.

Accountability arising from
the consciousness of Bharatiya
knowledge tradition becomes the
first postulate for us. The funda-
mental accountability is to the
knowledge tradition itself, and to
this end, the teachers themselves
must be aware of their own ances-
try. In seventy years of Bharatiya
independence from alien rule, this
aspect had been completely ne-
glected by all successive adminis-
trators, policy makers and plan-
ners. The rulers, who came after
the alien rules, were so alienated
Bharatiyas, that they remained ig-
norant of what they really are and
treated Bharat as obsolescence
anachronism. And such education

policy kept successfully estrang-
ing our generations for all these
time, even in post independent
Bharat.

The negativism arising
from Euro centrism and treating
Bharatiya knowledge obsolete.

This functions as a double
edged sword. On the one hand
there is this blind acceptance and
lauding of anything what is Euro-
pean, and on the other hand, ig-
noring anything Bharatiya as suf-
fering from obsolescence. Obvi-
ously, treating Bharatiya knowl-
edge as nothing is from the fact
that such people do not have any
serious ideas of what is Bharatiya
knowledge, and let us ask this prize
question, who is accountable for
these? Why is that our genera-
tions, both of the old and new alike
is not given the knowledge of
what we are?

And we do have the nasty
repercussions of these. During the
first days of our independence, the
national fervour was high, result-
ing from great contributions of
great Bharatiyasfrom every nook
and corner of this nation. Then it
ought to have been the case that
we pattern our education in such
a manner that the knowledge of
what we are also is imparted. But
this did not happen. Both commu-
nists and Euro centric babus took
reign of things and created a gen-
eration of hybrids in academics.
Why JNU?

JNU is just one example. I,
when joined JNU as a PhD student
in the eighties found the whole at-
mosphere as suffocating and un-
bearable. They were all 'modern’
and 'updates', with literature and
poetries of select people whom
they used to celebrate as the in
thing. When I wanted to clear
doubts, it didn't take much time to
get me branded as man with obso-
lete notions. This naturally inten-
sified with some knowing of me as
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Swayam Sevak, which they found
'very funny'. My suffocation was
to that extent that I left that Uni-
versity forsaking admission, time
and money.

The whole thing is one
sided blindness of copycat culture
multiplied by the ignorance of what
one really is. Just some group keep
celebrating certain theories, some
thinkers, quoting from them and
keep appreciating one another and
all novices follow suit. This
plenomenon is often supported by
some teachers who themselves feel
that they are 'intellectuals’ which
the students repeat.

From here, being intellectual
becomes being 'critical’, critical of
everything, critical of all establish-
ments, critical of what is normal,
critical of anything traditional, and
all these, and also ad-infinitum. It
becomes 'the fashion' to go
against, and also to go against all
‘conformism'. The negativity gen-
erated in such atmosphere be-
comes enormous; the supporters
of such negativity are many and
profound, and there is no sugges-
tion from any of their theories
about what may be next, or what
may the goal be; and obviously, in
a materialistically inclined mental-
ity, there is no end or final goal.

Their Acharya, Karl Marx
has a theory of 'Ideology as False
Consciousness'. The same 'intel-
lectuals' Who talk a lot about 'false

‘3:*

consciousness' are utterly in irre-
deemable false consciousness.
Unfortunately, during a dream, and
while the dream lasts, there is no
way for one to realise that he is in
dream. One can only know that he
was in dream after he is awakened.
This, precisely, is the case with
such 'intellectuals' whose fetishism
with being intellectual is beyond
redemption.

Unaccountability

The above case is a classic
example of teacher's unaccount-
ability both to own knowledge tra-
dition, society and eventually to
nation. How could there be slo-
gans aspiring for destruction of
the very foundation of their own
existence? How could youngsters
shout that Bharat shall disinte-
grate? Wrong theories, wrong les-
sons.

Unaccountability shall dev-
astate nations, civilisations and
great cultures, until and unless
there is strong counter force.
Greece could not have it, the Incas
could not have it, and many other
world civilisation could not have
it, and they all died out.

This is what really makes
Bharat Punyabhumi. When correc-
tions were needed in later Vedic
society, Avatars like Buddha came
and made proper corrections.
When Bharatiyas had estranged
from Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition for about a thousand
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years, Sankaracharya came to re-
establish the authority of the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion. When the Moghuls were
sucking the vitality of Bharat,
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj came
injecting new vigour and vitality
into the very souls of Bharat.
When in British rule, there came
series of thinkers and Seers. This
nation is such, which is capable of
producing great minds as Avatars
from time to time, which, is rightly
predicted in Gita.

And now, it is NaMo, who
is effortlessly taking India to
Bharat.

And such positive forces
shall act, be active and work to-
wards reconstructions, though
this shall go on to face new chal-
lenges from new directions from
time to time. And we have the po-
tential to produce the right thing
for the right situation, which is a
testified fact by time.

Teacher's accountability

A teacher thus has tremen-
dous responsibilities. Fundamen-
tally and essentially he must equip
himself with the knowledge of
what is the very basis of Bharatiya
pride, which is Bharatiya knowl-
edge tradition. Further, he must
create opportunities to impart
these knowledge traditions to the
future generation from time to time.
The teacher has a multiple chal-
lenge. On the one hand he has to
effectively resist the invasions
from Eurocentric thoughts, and on
the other hand it must be possible
for him to make what is Bharat an
interesting phenomenon to chil-
dren. There is no much difficulty
in class rooms, there are positive
forces thriving Sanatantva all over,
our students are aware of it di-
rectly or indirectly. It shall bework
hard to know us, and work further
hard to make known what is
known to the teacher. 1

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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A comparative study
of India’s higher
education metrics
reveals some inter-
esting insights, India
has the second
highest number of
students in higher
education after
China and is ex-
pected to surpass
China in the next
decade. Today, one in
four graduates in
the world would have
been educated in
India.If India is to
reap the ‘demo-
graphic dividend’ the
key question then is
around the quality of
education provided
at higher education
as well as the
employability of
those who are
products of the
higher education
system. The figures
pertaining to these
are not encouraging,
to say the least.

Accountability in Higher Education

U Dr. Alpana Kateja

he higher education sec
Ttor in India has been bur
geoning; especially in the
last decade with the number of
recognised colleges close to doubling
from 19,812 in 2006-07 to 36,671 in 2013-
14. Similar trends are seen for the num-
ber of recognised Universities which
grew in number from 371 to 712 in the
same period. There were 15.6 million
students in 2006-07 going upto 29.6 mil-
lion in 2012-13.

A comparative study of India’s
higher education metrics reveals some
interesting insights, India has the sec-
ond highest number of students in
higher education after China and is ex-
pected to surpass China in the next de-
cade. Today, one in four graduates in
the world would have been educated
in India.If India is to reap the ‘demo-
graphic dividend’ the key question then
is around the quality of education pro-
vided at higher education as well as the
employability of those who are prod-
ucts of the higher education system.
The figures pertaining to these are not
encouraging, to say the least.

In matters of employability, In-
dian graduates have a poor record, es-

pecially those who graduate from insti-
tutions other than the top-tier
centres.Only 4 higher education insti-
tutions from India appear in the Times
Higher Education World University
Rankings for the top 400 global univer-
sities.

There are a multitude of factors
that explain the twin-phenomenon of
poor quality of higher education and
low employability. There is a common
thread that runs between major chal-
lenges which further aggravates the
problems posed by each of them; it is
the systemic lack of accountability that
is present across the higher education
system in India.

Accountability and lack there of in In-
dian Higher Education

It will be useful to study the lack
of accountability in educational institu-
tions and prescribecorrective measwus
on how the current state of affairs can
be ameliorated.

The great tragedy played out in
the Indian higher education system is
that no one is held accountable for the
poor performance of students. This is
not to deny that it is primarily the stu-
dents’ responsibility to ensure that they
assimilate the knowledge and learning
they are being provided and graduate

-
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successfully. But who is to ensure
that students receive the educa-
tion and learning that they are de-
serving of when they choose to
attend a college or university?

There are several stakehold-
ers whose active involvement and
engagement is crucial to solve this
accountability conundrum. They
are; the students themselves, mem-
bers of faculty, administrators at
the institute, (these stakeholders
will jointly be referred to as “in-
ternal stakeholders” as in inter-
nal to the institute where the stu-
dent is based). The role of gov-
ernmental education bodies,
state and central government
and civil society at large is also
relevant and they are the “exter-
nal stakeholders”.

The approach that this pa-
per would like to propose is one
which is based on the premise that
self-regulation is the best form of
regulation, one that does not dis-
tort policy goals and create per-
verse incentives. However having
said so, it will be foolish to not
have an overarching framework of
continuous assessment and track-
ing that is carried out external to
the institute and which becomes
more involved if the internal ac-
countability mechanism fails.

As part of the internal regu-
lation, it is very important to have
a feedback system whereby the
students can provide feedback to
the administration about faculty.
Needless to say, such a system
should allow anonymous feedback
from the students, and should
consist of objective and tangible
questions rather than open ended
questions. For example, it would
be better to ask if the classes were
held regularly, or whether the aim
of the course was specified clearly
at the beginning of the course.

It is not enough to just pay
lip service and have a feedback

system as a tick in the box, but to
actually internalise feedback of the
students and take appropriate
steps. Furthermore it might be
meaningful to have a staged hier-
archy for student feedback and
grievance redress. If the student
feedback is not resolved at the first
level (faculty member) then there
should be a feedback loop to the
second level (academics head)
who will step in to address stu-
dent concerns. If that level also
fails then the onus would be on
the final internal level(institute’s
governing body). If this internal
mechanism fails and external
stakeholders are required to be in-
volved then the line of question-
ing on accountability will start
with the institute’s governing body
and then percolate down so as to
impress upon each level the impor-
tance of their role.

Another internal measure
that can further the cause of ac-
countability is to have tenure
based professorship and also pe-
riodic review of performance. The
periodic review process should
ensure that the faculty member is
assessed on both teaching capa-
bility and research output.

A pragmatic way to ensure
accountability in education is to
set clear, result-linked and tangible
targets, for the institutes to
achieve. For example, each insti-
tute offering higher education de-
grees should be asked to ensure
that no more than a certain maxi-
mum percentage of students fail in
any particular course. Another tan-
gible target to aim for could be a
certain campus placement percent-
age so that students undertaking
the degree courses have some
guarantees with respect to their
future. Other examples of tangible
metrics might include a minimum
faculty to student ratio, minimum
number of contact hours for each

course and lab requirements for
courses which have a practical
counterpart.

These metrics can be linked
to the grants that a university is
eligible for. While each institution
can be made eligible for a minimum
level of grant; any increments to
research and teaching grants
would be linked to performances
of the institution on the set of
metrics mentioned above. Such an
incentive driven method could
further help the cause of account-
ability. There are, of course, limi-
tations to an entirely incentive
driven system as this could en-
courage institution to falsify per-
formance. To address such in-
stances a counterpoint needs to
be developed in the form of an
overarching central institution
which conducts anonymised re-
views of through students to en-
sure all is as is reported by the in-
stitution.

Lastly it is important to
state that all the performance
metrics for various institutions
should be available in the public
domain to encourage transparency
as well as open discussion
amongst the civil society.

To sum up, the Indian
higher education system is cur-
rently in the throes of the twin
problems of poor quality of teach-
ing and rampant employability.
These problems can be traced to
the lack of accountability en-
demic in the system. The exist-
ing system is “over-regulated
and under governed”. Here we
have discussed some initiatives
that can address this issue.
Chief among them is ensuring
strong institute-internal regula-
tion complemented with extensive
external monitoring which is linked
to right incentives. U

(Professor of Economics and Princi-
pal, Maharani College UOR, Jaipur)
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The catastrophic
accountability situation
calls for further root
and branch reform. It
requires amendment of
Article 171 (3c¢) of the
Constitution, to do away
with teachers' guaran-
teed representation in
the state legislature,
which has turned
teachers into politi-
cians; it demands that
publicly paid teachers
(in aided schools) be
recognised as holding
an office of profit under
the government and
thus be debarred from
contesting elections,
which has created a
culture of political
activism among
teachers; it needs
Election Commission to
reduce the proportion
of teachers in the
polling party that mans
the voting booths
during election time

Elephant In The

U Geeta Gandhi Kingdon

et us not mince our
words. Remedying the
deep malaise afflicting

education in the country requires tak-
ing by its horn the bull of school and
teacher accountability . Tinkering at the
edges will not do the job.

But the framers of the New Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) must accept that
the required sweeping accountability
reform will inevitably be painful as it
will be strongly opposed by powerful
and vocal lobbies.Yet the government
must face the pain and take a principled
rather than expedient stance.

The recommendations of the T S
R Subramanian committee are a refresh-
ing departure from the routine official
“being in denial' of the problem; it can-
didly acknowledges the widespread
corruption, lack of accountability and

Chad Crowe
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reform-blocking teacher unions.

The draft of the NEP released by
the HRD ministry is more coy and con-
ventional. Most importantly , it shies
away from coming up with convincing
remedies for the frightening disease.

At one level, the HRD ministry is
to be congratulated for some excellent
provisions in the draft NEP. However,
with its huge number of proposed re-
forms, the NEP is impractical and in dan-
ger of suffering the same oblivion as the
1986 NEP which was also a wish list of
policies without an overarching theme.

While the draft NEP does delin-
eate some accountability-raising mea-
sures, most proposals are weak and
vague, eg: “Issues relating to ... teacher
accountability will be resolved with
strong political consensus and will*“ but
how consensus will be forged is not
specified; “Principals will be held ac-
countable for the academic performance
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of the school®, and “Programmes
for enhancing ...accountability of
teachers ... will be accorded prior-
ity*, but who will do these in what
time frame is not specified.

Although the proposal to
vest disciplinary powers “with the
School Management Committees ...
to deal with absenteeism and indis-
cipline® is more promising, it alone
is inadequate for the mammoth
task. There is also no talk of en-
acting legislation to give the policy
effect. On the contrary access and
input senhancing policies that
neglect accountability have
sadly been given legislative
force under the RTE Act 2009,
which the draft NEP does noth-
ing to abrogate. Section 6 of the
RTE Act obligates states to es-
tablish public schools in all
neighbourhoods, thus binding
states to create more of the kind
of non-accountable public schools
that parents are deserting: during
the short four year period from
2011to 2015, despite an increase of
9,448 public schools, total enrol-
ment in public schools fell by 1.13
crore students and enrolment in
private schools rose by 1.85 crore
students in India, as per official
DISE data.

By 2014-15, out of the total
10.53 lakh public elementary
schools in the country , 3.72 lakh
(or about 35% of all) public
schools had 50 or fewer students,
with an average of 29 students per
school, 12.7 pupils per teacher, a
teacher salary expense of Rs
40,800 per year per child, and a
monumental teacher salary bill of
Rs 41,630 crore in 2014-15, a dia-
bolical and unconscionable wast-
age of scarce public resources on

pedagogically unviable tiny
schools! While the draft NEP says
that “efforts will be made to con-
vert existing non-viable schools
into composite schools for ... bet-
ter academic performance and cost
effective management*, unless the
béte noire of school and teacher
accountability is addressed, even
these merged public schools will
empty over time! To raise account-
ability, the government needs to
introduce what almost all good
education systems around the
world do: incentives in the grant
formula of funding for public and
aided schools.

Per student funding is the
single most powerful way of im-
proving school teacher account-
ability , used in most educationally
developed nations. When funding
is made dependent on a school's
number of students, then schools
have a financial stake in giving
good education in order to attract
and retain students.

Further, giving per-student
funding to schools indirectly, via
a school voucher to parents (Di-
rect Benefit Transfer, or DBT), fos-
ters greater accountability since it
empowers parents. With voucher
funding, hundreds of parents
monitor the school every day .
This gives schools an inbuilt in-
centive to be accountable to
voucher-bearing parents who can
punish the schools by withdraw-
ing their children and choosing
another school.

Voucher schemes can also
greatly improve equity , by giving
every BPL child in the country the
entitlement to attend a private
school of their choice, or at least
to poor children in 25% seats of

private schools under the RTE Act
2009.

The catastrophic account-
ability situation calls for further
root and branch reform. It requires
amendment of Article 171 (3c) of
the Constitution, to do away with
teachers' guaranteed representa-
tion in the state legislature, which
has turned teachers into politi-
cians; it demands that publicly
paid teachers (in aided schools) be
recognised as holding an office of
profit under the government and
thus be debarred from contesting
elections, which has created a cul-
ture of political activism among
teachers; it needs Election Com-
mission to reduce the proportion of
teachers in the polling party that
mans the voting booths during
election time, to reduce politicians'
perception that teachers decide
election outcomes, which causes
them to shelter chronically absen-
tee teachers from due disciplinary
action.

It needs empowering par-
ents by publishing information
through press websites, about the
learning levels of children in the
different schools within each town,
to promote inter-school competi-
tion. This links directly to the prime
minister's idea of putting expected
learning levels on the wall outside
every classroom.

The idea to formulate a new
NEP is a wonderful initiative of the
current government, but to fail to
put accountability centre stage
would be to miss a huge opportu-
nity to restore Indian education to

the greatness it deserves. U
(Prof. of Education Economics at
University College, London)
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'"Education cannot be a political agenda,
it's a national agenda' - Prakash Javadekar

Less than two months
after he took charge, HRD
minister Prakash Javadekar
tells Akshaya Mukul &
Rajeev Deshpande that
plans are afoot to increase
autonomy in higher educa-
tion where he feels appoint-
ments should be de-
politicised. Excerpts from a
conversation.

You have taken
charge of a ministry that
has been a lightning rod for con-
troversies. Does this bother you?

This does not bother me be-
cause I believe that education can-
not be a political agenda, it is a
national agenda. 27 crore students
are learning from KG to PG Almost
every family is touched and every-
body has an opinion. We must
make education research-oriented
and innovative at the higher end
and promote inquisitiveness,
knowledge, skill and a value sys-
tem. I don't think this is confron-
tationist (task). On this issue, all
should come together.

Have you agreed to amend
RTE Act so that the date for hav-
ing trained teachers is extended?

There are three or four is-
sues here.The idea is to improve
the quality of education because
we have achieved expansion. In
enrollment, we have reached prac-
tically everyone but unless we
provide quality right from primary
level, we will not achieve what is
expected. Improvement of quality
is essential.(At the Inter State

Interview

Council), many CMs talked pas-
sionately about quality and gave
an account of what they are doing.
I found every state is doing some-
thing to improve quality ... every-
one has realised this.

This does not bother me
because I believe that
education cannot be a
political agenda, it is a

national agenda. 27 crore

students are learning from

KG to PG. Almost every
family is touched and

everybody has an opinion.
We must make education
research-oriented and
innovative at the higher
end and promote inquisi-
tiveness, knowledge, skill
and a value system. I don't
think this is confrontation-
ist (task). On this issue, all
should come together.

What is the view
on no detention?

Many CMs said
there has to be examina-
tion at some stage. We
don't want students to
feel pressured but there
has to be a challenge.
The church, for ex-
ample, has given a rec-
ommendation to have
an annual exam and de-
tention at Classes III, V
and VIII. So, there are many sug-
gestions. People want some kind
of accountability... it is a reflection
of their desire to improve quality.

Are you thinking of bring-
ing back the board exam for Class
X?

No, we have not finalised
that...but this is one important
topic that needs to be discussed
and taken to its logical end.

What have you thought
about the need for funding educa-
tion?

There is a trend that invest-
ment in private education is in-
creasing at the rate of 8.5% and
government education is depleting
at 4.5%. This is not a healthy
trend.When governments have
acted proactively , students have
returned to government schools.
Poor people want a good educa-
tion for their children and are ready
to sacrifice for it.

There were some outstand-
ing issues between the ministry
and the PMO on IIM Bill and on
world-class institutions. Have they
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been resolved?

What we want to do is pro-
vide more freedom to institutes of
higher learning providing quality
education. To that end, we are one.
I have no hesitation in saying that
ISB, Hyderabad, it may be ap-
proved (or not) but it is approved
by the world! So we must allow
quality education at the higher
level to grow on its own. That free-
dom needs to be given. So, we
can't tie down these institutes.
Their degrees should float on their
own strength.

What about world-class in-
stitutes?

Our resolve is to have
world-class institutes on the con-
cept of autonomy and quality .
Promoting more research and in-
novation is needed.We have sur-
vived on reverse engineering and
low-cost labour. That stage is over.
We are funding projects from Rs
20 lakh to Rs 20 crore...The doors
of high-end labs in foreign col-
laboration will also be open.

How can appointments be
depoliticised?

There were controversies

before we took over. Actually ,
we have de-politicised... I can
tell you we are building a robust
system where merit will prevail.
It is not a political subject at all.
Competence, efficiency and qual-
ity will be hallmarks of all ap-
pointments. It will be a transpar-
ent process of search and selec-
tion committee. Appointments will
be fair.

There have been several
controversies with regard to uni-
versities, incidents like JNU.
What is your view?

Every university will have
challenges. But they are autono-
mous organisations. JNU or any
central university, we don't want to
interfere.

Will there be pressure on
you to cater to cultural agenda,
whether you call them
saffronisation or issues seen as
close to Sangh Parivar?

I am amused by such vo-
cabulary .What I understand of all
religions, their teachings are the
same.Truth, non-violence,
“bhaichara’, empathy towards oth-
ers or those with different abilities.

These are human values. These
are universal values. Our aim is to
make students good human beings
and good citizens.

The priorities you speak of-
merit, quality , modern education
-were these values hurt by the gau
rakshak issues and cow vigilan-
tism?

I think the PM has already
said what needs to be said. He is
our leader and he has said... he has
expressed his anguish on what
should not have happened and
what has happened. But all should
try to work within the limits of the
Constitution and respect each
other's freedom.

Has the unrest in universi-
ties alienated a section of youth
from the party?

My party is still the most
popular, we have 110 million mem-
bers. All surveys point to popular-
ity of our leader and programmes.
As education minister, I think
there is place for dissent on
programmes and issues. Dissent
is okay in a democracy. But this
has to be in the four walls of the
Constitution. U

ABRSM Conducted Workshop on the
7th Pay Review Committee recommendations

A workshop of the Na-
tional Executive of Higher Edu-
cation Wing of Akhil Bhartiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasangh (ABRSM) was
conducted on 7th August 2016
in Haryana Bhawan, New Delhi
to deliberate on the possible
recommendations to be submit-
ted to the 7th Pay Review Com-
mittee constituted by the UGC
on 9th June, 2016. The Pay Re-
view Committee has started
meeting the stake holders from

Chennai on 19th August, and is
scheduled to complete its zone
wise meetings by the September
end. The Higher Education Wing
of the ABRSM has deliberated in
detail about the possible recom-
mendations in the interest of teach-
ers belonging to its affiliate orga-
nizations. Many suggestions have
been given by different members
attending the workshop. A report
has been made and is emailed to
different members who had at-
tended the workshop. The mem-

bers are required to propose
their suggestions on the con-
tents of the report. Thereafter,
the finalized report shall be sub-
mitted to the 7th Pay Review
Committee for its consideration.
We sincerely hope that the rec-
ommendations put forward in
the wider interest of teachers
belonging to its affiliate organi-
zation shall be well taken by the
review committee and the teach-
ers shall be benefitted in the
longer span of their service.
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