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Women and Education Qpr. TS Girishkumar

Ancient Bharatiyas did not treat woman as a different category
from man, as Plato did in Greece. For us, both woman and man are inte-
gral part of complete whole which is exhibited through Bharatiya presen-
tation of “‘Ardhnariswara”. (We have manyArdhnariswara temples through
the length and breadth of our natlon) For us, knowledge is for all those
& who are interested and capable of, man
or woman does not matter. In our present
situation, we have to continuously make
4@ serious efforts towards bringing women

1 education at par with men, as women in
Bharat were suppressed for over a thou-
sand years.
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Ancient Bharatiyas
did not treat woman
as a different
category from man,
as Plato did in
Greece. For us, both
woman and man are
integral part of
complete whole
which is exhibited
through Bharatiya
presentation of
“Ardhnariswara”.
(We have many
Ardhnariswara
temples through the
length and breadth
of our nation). For
us, knowledge is for
all those who are
interested and
capable of, man or
woman does not
matter. In our
present situation, we
have to continuously
make serious efforts
towards bringing
women education at
par with men, as
women in Bharat
were suppressed for
over a thousand
years.

% 3
{ b o &

Women and Education

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

ncient Greece is from
where European
nowledge tradition

takes its roots, and one of the most
important personalities for them is
Plato.Plato has a ladder of beings, in
which on top is The Idea of Good,
then Demiurge, then gods and god-
desses, then Heroes, then Man and
then comes women and animals. One
knows that in Greek democracy,
women and slaves did not have the
right to cast votes; slaves obviously
were prisoners of wars, but women?
A step further, can we not look at
ancient Greece to know what used to
be the actual living status of women
there? Well, this philosophy is what
later becomes the foundation for al-
most everything in European perspec-
tive to women.

The Romans who neutralised
Greek Hellenistic religion carried
much from the Greeks, including Hel-
lenism in disguise. They also carried

the perspective to women as some-
thing below, inferior. Christianity car-
ried forward patriarchy inherited from
Old Testament, and in papacy, women
continued to be unattended to. What
is seen in today’s Sharia is nothing but
a repetition of what used to be with
medieval Christianity. And the status
of women in these laws, need not be
explained.
Movements of feminism

In modern Europe, with their
liberation from the jail like situation of
mediaeval papacy, as they ‘found’ re-
ligion (Christianity) as the root cause
of all miseries, they broke away to
science, scientificity, positive philoso-
phy, where religion is implied as nega-
tive, superstition and the like. Free-
dom to women from domination of
men in various forms in a male domi-
nated society became important to
some women, where some men also
got involved. This movement became
feminism subsequently, and developed
into many newer patterns and direc-
tions.
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Nonetheless, feministic
movements had no conspicuous
impact on religion, both Chris-
tianity and Islam. Even today, we
hear the Pope saying that there
shall not be any women priests,
because he is aware that such
movement shall lead Christianity
to theological contradictions.
Their religions simply refuse to
treat women at par with men. |
need not speak about Islam, the
case of which is a miserably
known fact. Some of us must
also have seen videos in internet,
of stoning to death of women
under the sharia law of Islam.

The only solace to feminists
came from the communists and
anarchists. The communists and
anarchists stayed away from the
mainstream society on a regular
term, (most likely because the
main stream society did not ac-
cept them) and their efforts what-
ever, did not matter to any one
seriously. As a matter of fact such
people were never included in the
mainstream by societies all over
the world because of their ex-
treme negative perspectives. In
utter desperation, as they were
getting rejected, the communists
directly went for another disguise
in the name of critical theories,
and found some space among the
academics and intellectuals. The
very conception of ‘intellectuals’
was generated for them, by them,
and to their purpose, which re-
ally ‘payed’ them indirectly at
least, though with no lasting im-
pact.

The headways they could
make were for short terms, but
they did make headways in uni-
versities, in the media and also in

the world of publications. From
this, we see those making cau-
cuses, maintaining a closed for-
tress and trying hard to prevent
others from entering universities,
entering media and entering into
publishing. Obviously, this is also
not lasting, though they do main-
tain their “hegemony” wherever
and whenever they get opportu-
nities.

Epistemological situation in
ancient Bharat

Women in ancient Bharat
used to enjoy special status. It
was beyond a distant dream for
Bharatiya knowledge tradition to
discriminate women. Fundamen-
tally, women simply remain the
mother principle, and what
mother is to Bharatiya Sanskriti,
need not be spelt out.

With the Sankhya, creation
is understood through two prin-
ciples of Prakriti and Purusha. In
modern terminology, Prakriti
could be called matter and
Purusha consciousness. When it
comes to ‘Yogavasistam’, (5:23)
Purusha and Prakriti becomes
Siva and Sakti, where Siva is
termed ‘the un-manifested’ and
Sakti ‘the manifested’. If one
takes a leap into modern phys-
ics, this becomes even more in-
teresting, as one looks at the two
laws of physics, ‘the law of con-
servation of energy’ and the ‘law
of conservation of matter’. Both
energy and matter are neither cre-
ated, nor destroyed, both in their
pure form can’t be compre-
hended, both can only be known
through one or the other of their
forms and every form is con-
stantly shifting and changing
forms, as no form is permanent.

It shall be that formless, both
energy and matter, which shall be
termed ‘reality’ and the forms
available to us, illusory or ‘Maya’
(borrowing from Sankaracharya)

The world, the cosmos,
the ‘everything’ of our percep-
tion is innumerable permutations
and combinations of this energy
and matter to physics.
Yogavasistam substitutes energy
with Siva and matter with Sakti
and says that the entire cosmos
is innumerable permutation and
combination of Siva and Sakti.
Siva is the un-manifested and
Sakti the manifested, actually
going much beyond physics to
explain phenomenal world. Per-
mit me to say, transcending
physical knowledge from phys-
ics. (I should implore forgiveness
from Maharishi Vasishta for go-
ing to Yogavasistam from phys-
ics, actually, it should have been
the other way round)

Now Sakti is the mother
principle, womanhood in
Bharatiya knowledge tradition.
Right at the level of philosophy,
there is no question of not being
equal, on the contrary, we are
shown that they both are having
distinct and unique qualities and
one cannot be separated from the
other, and at the same time, one
also cannot replace the other.
Such becomes the understanding
of feminine principle in Bharat.

Moving more towards
mundane from philosophical and
Dharmic discussions, let us look
at the role women play in
Bharatiya society. Bharatiya
homes are woman centred and
not man centred, do I have to
explain this? The woman at home
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is also the mother of children, and
in reality, she runs the home, and
without her, there is no home.
This is how we see woman, in
society, in homes and also in edu-
cation. We have ample examples
of woman scholars, and also
women rulers. These things are
well known to all of us. It is also
a matter of great pride to people
of Bharat that we had such im-
peccable system of education in
the past, such great tradition of
knowledge, we respected every-
thing in the nature and we also
respected our women.

The last thousand years of
alien rule in Bharat

After Prithviraj Chauhan of
Delhi, Bharat was predominantly
under the clutches of outsiders.
Alexander, son of Phillip of
Macedonia was the first official
invader on Bharat, and then came
the first ever and most brutal
Muslim invader, Qasim who in-
vaded the Sindh and made the
Sindhis Muslims. Then came in-
vasions from other Muslims and
finally they came to settle and
rule.

Aliens brought their ways
of living and perceptions, and also
imposed their ways on us, and
they were the political rulers then.
For them women used to be an
entirely different concept as com-
pared with our knowledge
radition. How they looked at and
understood women need not be
discussed, we know well such
things. The Semitic ways, be it
Christian or be it Islam, were dras-
tically different from the Bharatiya
ways of viewing women.

Bharatiya Mahila, who
used to be free and safe in the

society suddenly became op-
pressed and pushed indoors. In
Hindu society, women's vanity
and pride used to be the self-re-
spect of the entire society, but
with the aliens entering our soci-
ety, it had all become very dif-
ferent. Bharatiya Nari started
jumping into hugely lit fire to be-
come Sati to save their vanity and
respect. They had to ‘cover them-
selves’ to escape demeaning looks
from the men. With the presence
of aliens in Bharat, there evolved
women as a distinct category from
men.

Obviously, women became
inferior to men in the imported
value system. The routine assign-
ments of women in families also
started getting viewed as inferior
workload. The sanctity attached
to upbringing of children, the fu-
ture society had got lost, and the
sanctity to food preparation also
got lost. Though women in
Bharat did not get lowered to the
level of objects of prudence like
in the Semitic societies, their re-
spect got considerably damaged
and nearly lost.

The alien rule had made our
women hide behind curtains;
withdraw to kitchen and not to
involve in any public life seri-
ously. Of course, the period of
alien rule was indeed a period of
oppression and subjugation, our
wealth was looted, property was
looted, temples were destroyed
and looted and kingdoms were
brought down.

Educating our women

Ancient Bharatiyas did not
treat woman as a different cat-
egory from man, as Plato did in
Greece. For us, both woman and

man are integral part of complete
whole which is exhibited through
Bharatiya presentation of
“Ardhnariswara”. (We have
many Ardhnariswara temples
through the length and breadth of
our nation). For us, knowledge
is for all those who are interested
and capable of, man or woman
does not matter. In our present
situation, we have to continuously
make serious efforts towards
bringing women education at par
with men, as women in Bharat
were suppressed for over a thou-
sand years.

This should be not a very
difficult task for us, given
Bharatiya Sanskriti. When it be-
comes possible for us to see
woman through Bharatiya
Sanskriti, woman automatically
shall become empowered. The
more one becomes Bharatiya, the
more empowerment of woman
becomes automatic. But till such
time, there must be special atten-
tion, efforts and all kinds of sup-
port towards educating our
women, so that they shall be in
the forefront of nation building.
With our tradition of great queens
and scholarly women, this has to
be a simple and natural phenom-
enon. But we have to work to
expedite the ‘de-estranging’ pro-
cess of our women, as in
archtype, Bharatiya women are
neither alienated, suppressed, nor
side-lined. I am sure that as In-
dia is marching forward to be-
coming Bharat; women in India
shall also be marching forward
to becoming Bharatiya Nari. Let
us say, Jai Mata di. U

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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KRMSS Organized a State Executive Meeting in Hubli

The Karnatak Rajya
Mahavidyalaya Shaikshik Sangh
(R)(KRMSS) affiliated to ABRSM
New Delhi, organized a state executive
Meeting of College and University
Teachers of Karnataka to discuss the
issues of Higher Education and Prob-
lems of Teachers in Karnataka. The
meeting unanimously resolved to send
a representation to MHRD and State
Higher Education Ministry detailing
the issues related to teachers, teach-
ing and students.

The priority given to Higher
education is comparatively less, hence,
there is slow progress in General En-
rollment Ratio for Higher education.
Infrastructure facilities and research
facilities should be extended to all the
colleges. The government should solve

long pending issues of pay and arrears
of teachers.

The Meeting also decided to
organize Round Table meets on Exami-
nations reforms and workshops on the
pedagogical practices in coordination
with subject forums. Various programs
like ‘Kayaka Sankalpa Divas’
‘Samarasya Divas on Dr.
Ambedkarjayanti’ and Guruvnandana
to award the best teachers will be con-
ducted throughout the year by
KRMSS.

The President of KRMSS Dr.
Raghu Akamanchi announced that a
national level conference on Higher
Education would be held in Bangalore
in the month of February 2017. It is
decided to invite MHRD Minister and
the Minister of Higher Education in

Karnataka as guests.

The Meeting was presided
over by Dr. Raghu Akamanchi. Prof
Rajanna the secretary of KRMSS wel-
comed the gathering and Dr.
Naduvinamath proposed vote of
thanks. Prof. Narayana Upadhye,
Dr. Kotresh, Dr. G.K Badiger, Prof.
Awate and Shashidharayya spoke
on various issues. Prof. Veerayya,
Prof. Meese, Prof. Prasanna
Pandhari, Dr. Dalapati, Dr. Jagatap,
Dr. Tallur, Prof. B.M. Badiger, Prof.
B N Shadadalli and others partici-
pated in the discussion. More than
35college and university teachers
from across Karnataka state partici-
pated in the meeting held at R H
Kulakarni Hall at KLE Technological
University, Hubli.
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