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India Needs World Class Nationalist Universities
U Bhagwati Prakash Sharma

Another major lacuna in our education is that it is devoid of any
focus on ingraining ethics and values in the conduct and behavior of the
passing out graduates from the higher education. Patriotic and nation-
alistic fervor is also alto-
gether absent in most of
the educational endeav-
ors. Several Universities
have become breeding
grounds for separatist
ideologies of new global
left, lacking a bold focus
upon nationalistic incli-
nation and engagement.
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Another major
lacuna in our
education is that it is
devoid of any focus
on ingraining ethics
and values in the
conduct and behav-
ior of the passing
out graduates from
the higher educa-
tion. Patriotic and
nationalistic fervor
is also altogether
absent in most of
the educational
endeavors. Several
Universities have
become breeding
grounds for separat-
ist ideologies of new
global left, lacking a
bold focus upon
nationalistic inclina-
tion and engage-
ment.

India Needs World Class
Nationalist Universities

U Bhagwati Prakash Sharma

ndia needs to set-up world
Iclass, nationalist universities
in the centenary year of com-
mencement of the Banaras Hindu Uni-
versity (BHU) in 2017. Indeed the year
2017 being the centenary year of the
commencement of first academic ses-
sion of the Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), offers an opportune moment to
set up one or more world class univer-
sities with Nationalistic Orientation.
Such a university needs to have a ho-
listic approach aimed at integrating our
rich heritage of ancient wisdom with the
latest advances in science and technol-
ogy with a techno nationalistic outlook.
What Mahamana Madan Mohan
Malviya Ji dreamt then, can best be re-
deemed today. Though the BHU is still
one of the most vibrant places of higher
learning in the country yet none of
India’s university figures as an out-
standing university in the world.
Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya,
a visionary and patriot extraordinary

N

had very ambitiously envisioned and
endeavored to set up and raise the BHU
as a seat of higher learning, capable to
excel at par with the world class univer-
sities like the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) and the Harvard
University. Additionally, he had dreamt
to integrate the rich heritage of various
disciplines of our ancient wisdom with
the latest State of the art technology.
His prime motive was to place India in
the front rank of advanced nations of
the world and also to reinvigorate
study of all our ancient disciplines and
streams of wisdom. By virtue of his ut-
most patriotic dedication, Malviya Ji,
the University could emerge as the larg-
est residential university of Asia, with
highest number of disciplines at one
single place, incorporating all the latest
disciplines along with most of the
streams of our ancient wisdom. It could
come true only by virtue of his proac-
tive world- view and dedication for ad-
vancing higher education and research
in Bharat. He had an ambitious target
of placing the Banaras Hindu University
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among the universities of highest
order in the world, capable to ex-
cel in the multifarious arenas of
higher education, research and
technology capable to inspire up-
to date learnings.

In pursuance of his afore-
said ambition to build the BHU as
a world class university, he had
endeavored to attract the most out-
standing talent from across the
globe, ranging from eminent scien-
tists like Ernest Rutherford, Sir
Arthur Eddington, Albert Einstein
and many others of this stature on
to come over to India and join the
BHU, in a joint scheme and coop-
erative endeavour with Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Aiyer,Vice Chancellor
of the Travancore university (Pres-
ently Kerala university). In 1940,
Einstein had accepted his invita-
tion to join the BHU. But at the
time the acceptance letter of Albert
Einstein was received in the BHU,
Malviya Ji and Sarvpally
Radhakrishnan, both were away
from the town and this letter met
with the usual bureaucratic proce-
dure. So, it got late, by the time
Malviya Ji warmly invited him to
join the BHU, Eintein was on his
way to settle in America. If
Einstein would have joined the
BHU in the 1940, it could cast an
altogether different destiny of
Bharat in scientific researches and
raise it as a unique seat of higher
and scientific learning, with global
eminence in tune with the explicit
dream of Malviya Ji for the BHU.
Malviya Ji had all the odds, of that
time, in his way, as Bharat was
then, under the alien rule of the
British. Yet, it was no mean
achievement to the credit of
Mahamana Malviya Ji to have es-

tablished a 'Bharat-centric nation-
alist University of such advance
standards with a deep focus upon
both the ancient Bhartiya Hindu-
heritage, as well as the most ad-
vanced fields of science and tech-
nology. Still to date, BHU is the
only university in the country,
having maximum disciplines re-
lated to our ancient wisdom and
heritage.

However, yet there is not a
single university in the country, to
have a nationalist orientation as
concieved by Malviya Ji, in the
curricula and content and ap-
proach in social sciences (viz. eco-
nomics, political science, sociol-
ogy, geography etc in tune with
Bhartiya ancient vision as en-
shrined shastras) or in Humanities
(viz. Hindi, History, Sanskrit, En-
glish and various Bhartiya lan-
guages etc.) as well as in the field
of science and technology to a
Bharat-centric vision. There are
universities like the Jawahar Lal
Nehru University, cultivating a
pro-marx or Pro-Lenin leftist vision
and ideals in several disciplines of
social sciences and humanities.

So, there is an urgent need
to set up a few or atleast one such
university capable to lead within
the country as well as outside to
portray nationalistic values, vision
heritage and also to occupy place
in top 20 or 50 universities of the
world. However it was Malviya Ji’s
strong resolve that still the BHU
is the largest residential university
of Asia. Even the JNU, established
with the aim of cultivating an out-
right left inclined focus with the
overwhelming state support from
a very strong Prime Minister like
Mrs. Indira Gandhi, backed by the

tacit support of a super power of
that time, i.e. the erstwhile USSR
could not overtake BHU in reveral
respects, with the sound footing
given by Malviya Ji.

But, today when Bharat is
an independent and sovereign na-
tion, with fastest rate of economic
growth in the world, there is not a
single Bhartiya university to figure
among the top 150 universities of
the world. Even among the top 500
universities of the world, India has
only 8 universities out of 788 uni-
versities of the country. Even
countries like Singapore and Israel
do have 2-3 universities in top 100-
150 universities. Like, Israel has 3
universites in the top 150 univer-
sities and 2 in top 100 (one at 67th
rank and the other at 77th rank in
the world) and 6 in top 200 univer-
sities of the world. While India has
only 2 in top 200 universities of the
world. While, India is 4500 times
larger than Singapore and 150
times larger than Israel in area and
275 times larger than Singapore
and 150 times larger than Israel in
population.

Indeed education plays a vi-
tal and significant role in the de-
velopment of a country and soci-
ety including the development of
its economy, technology, civiliza-
tion and culture. India has very
rich resource dividend in terms of
natural and human wealth. Yet, in
the overall nominal world GDP, the
share of India is mere 2.90% and
just 2.1% in the world manufactur-
ing, inspite of a 16% share in the
world population. Even in this
2.1% share in the gross world
manufacturing the products and
brands of domestically owned
brands have less than one third
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share bringing down it to less than
0.7%. morever, inspite of being
endowed with rich iron ore depos-
its we are 4th largest producer of
iron and steel in the world but we
have less than 0.1% share in world
ship building for want requisite
advancements in maritime engi-
neering. It is at a very primitive
stage. To the contrary we contrib-
ute 10% by volume in pharma
manufacturing and are called phar-
macy of the world, where we have
endeavoured to develop our
khowledge and skill. Though in
pharma too, it is mostly confined
to ‘off the patent’ drugs, and has
become possible only after chang-
ing the patent law in 1970. Now
since 2005, when we had reverted
back to the product patents re-
gime, our right to manufacture
post-2005 drug molecules has
ceased even if we develop our
own and alternative methods of
synthesis.

In research, the country is
miles behind its Asian counter-
parts, as well as most of the indus-
trialized countries of the world as
well, in creating intellectual prop-
erty viz patents, trademarks, copy-
rights industrial designs, inte-
grated circuits etc. According to
the data released by the World In-
tellectual Property Oganization
(WIPO) India has seen a drop in
international patent applications to
1,423 under the Patent Coopera-
tion Treaty in 2015,while US has
57,385,Japan (44,235), China
(29,846) and Korea (14,626) figured
in the top-10 list, registering a rise
of 20%, 14% and 7%, respectively,
from last year. India fared no bet-
ter in terms of global trademark fil-
ings as well, under the Madrid

System. It ranked 36th with only
150 trademarks filed in 2015, down
from 153 in 2014, when it had seen
a more than 70% increase in trade-
mark registrations. It shows a very
miserable scene on the front of
new product and brand launches.
Against a paltry figure of 150 fil-
ings, the trademark filings of the
US (7,340), Germany (6,831),
France (4,021), China (2,401), Japan
(2,205) are 14 to 48 times. Data from
the WIPO report, the break-
through innovation and economic
growth, highlights that the IITs
though endeavoring to move
ahead on research in nano-tech-
nology over other Bhartiya Univer-
salities with over 5,000 scientific
papers and 14 patents since 1970,
are yet miles behind China, as the
Chinese Academy of Sciences
tops with 29,591 publications and
705 patent filings in nano technol-
ogy. The country has a long dis-
tance to go in promoting quality in
higher education and research as
well as in inspiring innovations
and research.

A lot of advancement is re-
quired in electronics, semi-con-
ductor technology, silicon wafer-
ing, computer hardware, develop-
ment of operating systems, devel-
opment of new pharma and agro-
chemical molecules, nano technol-
ogy, development, evolving high
yielding varieties of seeds, includ-
ing pulses and oil seeds develop-
ing organic cultivation & protec-
tion techniques and so on.

Another major lacuna in our
education is that it is devoid of
any focus on ingraining ethics
and values in the conduct and be-
havior of the passing out gradu-
ates from the higher education.

Patriotic and nationalistic fervor is
also altogether absent in most of
the educational endeavors. Sev-
eral Universities have become
breeding grounds for separatist
ideologies of new global left, lack-
ing a bold focus upon nationalis-
tic inclination and engagement.
Often, the centre-stage media is la-
beled with anti-national and self-
defeatist views. People airing such
views are a miniscule minority. Yet,
their articulation has an over-
whelming dominance.

The foremost shortcoming
of higher education in Bharat is
that it lacks and is devoid of rich
ancient wisdom as enstrined in our
ancient scriptoures nationalist ori-
entation in curriculum and of re-
quire sensitation to national ethos
and values.There are universities
in the country indoctrinating left-
ist ideology and craze to pursue
Marx, Lenin, Weber etc. or
propagat confucianism. But, there
is no seat of higher learning in the
country to explicitly cultivate na-
tionalist values, ethos and based
upon our heritage and wisdom en-
shrined in our ancient
scriptures.While talking for
freedem of speech and human
rights, certain sections always try
to barter every thing for the rights
and aspirations of separatists, ter-
rorists, anti-national elements and
even sucide bombers or the ele-
ments harbouring such sucide
bombers.

State of studies in the coun-
try, in ancient Indian wisdom, en-
shrined in millions of pages of an-
cient scriptures is less than
miniscule. This year is centenary
year of founding the BHU, which
was established by an act enacted
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in 1915, with laying of the founda-
tion stone of the university in 1916
where the first session started
working through a gazette notifi-
cation w.e.f. Ist October, 1917. It
may be the most opportune mo-
ment in this centenary year of the
BHU to lay a University for plac-
ing India in the forward and first
rank of advanced nation in the
world through a blend of the lat-
est state of the art technology,
pedagogy, nationalistic fervor and
rich, ancient heritage and wisdom.
To redeem the unfulfilled dream of
Malviya Ji to set up, not only a
world Class University, but also a
front-ranking university of the
world, which can also integrate the
nationalistic out look and values,
our rich ancient heritage. So, what
Malviya Ji dreamt then, since 1904,
when he first time proposed for a
Hindu University or when Ms.
Annie Besant proposed for a “Uni-
versity of India” can be better re-
deemed now. Malviya Ji had then
dreamt to produce graduates from

the BHU- (i) Who could excel like
Einstein or Rutherford in science.
(i) Who could emulate Adi
Shanker, Kumari Bhatt, Aryabhatt,
Sayan, Mahidhar or Panini in an-
cient Bhartiya wisdom.

So, today we should aspire
to set up a University capable to
produce graduates, with the traits
mentioned henceforth: (i) Who
may execl like C.V. Raman,
Ravindra Nath Tagore or
Hargovind Khurana. (After Inde-
pendence India could not bag a
single nobal prize). (ii) Who may
excel like Panini, Mahidhar,
Saayan, Brahmgupt, Varah Mihir, in
ancient Bhartiya wisdom. (iii) Who
can articulate integral nationalistic
holistic Bhartiya vision over the
separatist minorityism or new glo-
bal left-views. (iv) Who portray
deeply ingrained values ethics in
their thinking, conduct &
behaviour with nationalist orienta-
tion.

Today, even we should not
hesitate to bring less than 3-5 such

universities, well scattered across
the East, West, North, South and
Central regions of the country, as
moden Nalanda, Taxshila or
Navdeep Universities of the glory
of ancient past, capable to attract
talent from across the globe. Even
Israel, a country of half the size of
Aksai Chin has world class univer-
sities, attracting students not only
from across the globe, but, even
from the enemic Arab countries,
solely in pursuit of advanced
knowledge. As already stated ear-
lier that the BHU Act was passed
in 1915, its foundation stone was
laid in 1916 and it started working
from October 1917. So, such an en-
deavour of setting up such Univer-
sity (ies) would be a true obser-
vance centenary of BHU and re-
deem the dream of Devta Purush
(Godly man), Mahamana Malviya
Ji to set up a world class univer-
sity for Bharat. Gandhi Ji himself
had addressed Malvija Ji as Devta
Purush. 4

(V.C.- Pacific University, Udaipur)

UGC Passes Rules for 20 world-class institutions

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) passed a new
set of regulations to set up 20
world-class institutions and
agreed to review the status of the
deemed universities placed in
‘Category B’ by HRD Ministry’s
Tandon Committee in 2009.

It also approved a proposal
to encourage research on the life
and work of BJP ideologue Deen
Dayal Upadhyay. Universities,
from now on, can set up a re-
search Chair named after him.

The Tandon panel was set
up by former HRD minister Kapil
Sibal after the quality of the then

126 deemed universities was ques-
tioned. It had found only 38
deemed universities worthy of the
tag and they were placed in Cat-
egory ‘A’. Forty-four were found
to be deficient on many counts
and placed in Category ‘B’ and 44
were termed unworthy and placed
in Category ‘C’.

The Ministry last month
wrote to UGC, asking it to start in-
spection of the Category ‘B’ insti-
tutions. This was discussed at a
meeting on Wednesday. “Al-
though the Category B institutions
weren’t stripped of their deemed
university tag, the government had

forbidden any expansion of these
universities. .. If these institutions
are no longer found to be deficient
then UGC can lift the embargo on
expansion,” said a source.

The UGC also approved
regulations aimed at creating an
enabling architecture for 10 public
and 10 private institutions to
emerge as world-class institutions.
It passed regulations for the 10 pri-
vate ‘Institutions of Eminence’ and
a set of guidelines for 10 public ‘In-
stitutions of Eminence’. The Insti-
tutions of Eminence will have
greater autonomy compared to
other higher education institutions.
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Let us take science
and technology as a
naturally developing
area of studies all
over the world all at
once, and all to-
gether. Here, we
have to pace to-
gether with them,
and there are some
efforts from us to
‘run in the science
race’ along with
Europe also, though
that is not at all
really sufficient. We
still have to go a
long way to run the
race with them. The
point is, here, we
can directly perceive
a competition, and
here, we shall
remain conscious of
where we have to lay
more emphasis,
where we are doing
well, and were we
are lagging behind.

Developing Education and
Educating Development

W Prof. TS Girishkumar

or some good time, all of
Fus had been contemplat
ing various matters con-
cerning education at all levels, with the
very noble National interest, which is
really highly and desperately in need
towards some ardent effort to restoring
the status and glory of Bharat, a glory
that used to be the case once upon a
time. There may be many other societ-
ies, Greece for instance, that faced ex-
tinction of their Hellenistic religion, cul-
ture and civilisation. It may be impos-
sibility for them to speculate in terms
of restoring their ancient glory, as the
whole thing is so completely lost, de-
stroyed. Similar is also the case with
some other societies as well. But Bharat
is an altogether different case, the
knowledge tradition and almost every-
thing is still actively present and thriv-
ing. With definite effort, this shall not
be a difficult task at all and indeed,
many people tried to make efforts in
such directions.
The objectives to educating education,
some stage settings from the past
The whole notion of educating
education comes from a definite end,
purpose in the context of Bharat. Like

RomillaThaper wished to say, there was
a dark period in the History of Bharat
from the Vedic civilisation to the Ganga
settlement, (which of course was nulli-
fied by none other than Jim Shaffer), we,
the people of present Bharat have an
educational intellectual gap from
Prithviraj Chauhan of Delhi to the 15th
of August, 1947. Educating education
ought to be simply filling this gap in the
minds of learners of Bharat. Here, it is
important to be aware of things those
had gone into oblivion during this long
span of time with us.

That period of Prithviraj Chauhan
was the period where barbarians were
killing one another in the out side world,
no matter for what reason. It was a time,
perhaps except Bharat, the whole world
was behaving as barbarians, and I
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should not restrain from saying
this. Naturally, when there was tur-
moil all over, in spite of our
civilisational tranquillity, we also
had to take the impacts, in a very
serious manner. This land was
rich; culturally, knowledge wise,
spiritually, and economically. It
was the money that attracted the
invaders, and subsequently the
luxury of becoming rulers. Alien
rules also brought destructions.
None of them were equipped to
understanding the real riches of
Bharat, so they did what they
knew, to destroy all those they
didn’t understand.

The concept of ‘Sanatana’
is not empty: the ever lastingness
gets exemplified through epochs in
history: with all these, almost ev-
erything remained preserved, albeit
many had to volunteer for ultimate
sacrifices. However, all such sac-
rifices became meaningful; we are
still what we are: and almost every-
thing got preserved in manifold
forms, and the society continued
with minimal mutilations.

Naturally, it was only normal
for free Bharat to bridge the gap
between Prithviraj Chauhan and
1947, but in our real experience it
is found that the whole thing be-
came further mutilated. By then,
new forces of destruction had
swung into action, and such forces
had all reigns under their control.
By 1947, British imperialism had ef-
fectively left its vestiges among
us, in the forms of, from Zamindari
to games of cricket. In short, our
society too remained another mir-
ror image of both the US and Eu-
rope, particularly so in the area of
education, researches, media, and
even in stage, like cinema. The
very name, Bollywood trying to

make a mirror image of Hollywood
itself speaks all about everything,
and most unfortunately, there still
are some people feeling proud of
not only the nomenclature, but
also of other things, perhaps not
so wanted.

By the time we reach 1947,
Europe still had considerable
amount of Marxist oriented think-
ers in all forms in publishing, me-
dia and in Universities, especially
in Philosophy from where humani-
ties began, and by then positive
philosophy had successfully and
effectively created a social ‘sci-
ence’ for their easy as well as on-
going conduct. Being a mirror im-
age, Bharat simply copied Europe
in education as well as researches.
This process is still powerful in our
nation, though it is withering away,
but through time alone. Only a
very few people did put some re-
sistance, and indeed, their efforts
and sacrifices became meaningful,
though in a slow pace. Perhaps
this shall throw some light to the
JNU phenomenon, which had ini-
tiated the JNU like phenomenon,
and got celebrated and cashed
through Bharat haters, with fund-
ing from Bharat haters abroad.
Our Universities today

After 1947, there were edu-
cation commissions and a Univer-
sity Grants commission apart from
several Councils for researches.
Obviously, the available people to
man such councils were again mir-
ror images from Europe, suffering
from the vestiges of Marxism and
much modernity. They conducted
things in manners as they knew
which happened not in the inter-
est of Bharat. There were also
some wilful mutilations, from ap-
parently innocent mutilations to

serious mutilations to serve the in-
terests of the political party in rule,
whose individuals had agenda,
and the party itself had agenda.

With the NDA government
which just is trying to take posi-
tions, nothing really had changed
intrinsically in education scenario.
This comes from the fact that the
focus in education had gone to an
over enthusiasm in science and
technology with the policy makers.
Should we look at the appoint-
ments of the Vice Chancellors and
other education administrators in
our nation, one can find that al-
most all of them come from science
and technology background. This
may be seen as some kind of over
enthusiasm with science and tech-
nology, if not fetishism. If we look
at the new universities those came
up of late, one can see that the hu-
manities departments are scarcely
taken care of.

What ought to be done?

Let us take science and
technology as a naturally develop-
ing area of studies all over the
world all at once, and all together.
Here, we have to pace together
with them, and there are some ef-
forts from us to ‘run in the science
race’ along with Europe also,
though that is not at all really suf-
ficient. We still have to go a long
way to run the race with them. The
point is, here, we can directly per-
ceive a competition, and here, we
shall remain conscious of where
we have to lay more emphasis,
where we are doing well, and were
we are lagging behind. We do
have continuous reminders to this,
and we are really trying to meet the
challenge.

But this is not the case in
humanities. Humanities and other
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Arts subjects are heavily value
loaded. Here, the influence from
Europe shall be nothing short of
suicide. Science and technology is
factual, causal and objective,
which shall just be the same to ev-
eryone and everywhere. But val-
ues, culture, institutions of fami-
lies, society etc. are not objective
and universal. One cannot apply
the same methods applied to sci-
ence when it comes to humanities
and other Arts subjects.

This makes it imperative for
Bharat to develop its humanities
and arts stream, remaining rooted
in Bharatiya Sanskriti and at the
same time getting connected to
whatever may be going on in Eu-
rope. A copy or making mirror im-
age here shall simply be self-de-
struction. The ‘Swabhimana’ we
are supposed to have shall never
get implanted, or shall never hap-
pen to us, albeit Swami
Vivekananda had long shown the
path to us through his very life.
Indeed we had great minds guid-
ing us up to all these from time im-
memorial, and this kept happening
to us on a continuous basis, ex-
actly in line with the instructions
from Shrimad Bhagavad Gita. We
also have many centres of spiritu-
ality in our nation, run by seers of
present time, and they do cater
much to the spiritual and cultural
needs of Bharatiya society. My
question is what is that we are do-
ing in the field of education in
this? Does our curriculum carry
such instructions at all? Each of us,
when thinking back through what-
ever we were taught in whichever
levels, can at once realise that all
Sanskriti and spirituality found in
one is hardly through the educa-
tional curriculum. Indeed there are

great teachers who are not many
in numbers who carry out this mis-
sion with ardent fervour, but those
efforts are only isolated, and often
times they get estranged by their
own ‘progressive’ colleagues.
The role of Philosophy

It is here that the role of Phi-
losophy ought to be stressed con-
scientiously. I agree to the view of
Dr. S Radhakrishnan that every
Bharatiya is a Philosopher by de-
fault, it is in the very blood of ev-
ery Bharatiya, etc. this is emo-
tional, sentimental, and correct to
a good extent, and we continue to
be what we are precisely upon this.
With all such things, with most of
us revering philosophy, let us also
see what is happening to depart-
ments of philosophies in our uni-
versities?

The requirement is to create
a perspective, a Bharatiya per-
spective strongly footed on
Bharatiya philosophical systems,
through which everything else has
to be looked at. Creating such a
perspective is important, and en-
abling that perspective in the
minds of generations shall be the
only method to stand of our own.
The point is, it must be possible
for us to stand firmly rooted in the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion and remain timely connected
to philosophies all over the world.
This at once shall make doing phi-
losophy in Bharat a double task:
of remaining rooted in Bharatiya
Darsan Parampara and remaining
connected to philosophies else-
where, and shall not, cannot hap-
pen until we put much extra ef-
forts in this direction.

To begin with, let us get our
concepts cleared: no matter of
what, what is dearly and direly re-

quired in academia, education is
clarity at the level of concepts. To
obtain conceptual clarity in a typi-
cal Bharatiya ‘stage settings’
ought to be the objective. When
it is possible for non-academic phi-
losophers to get into philosophy
to do this, that is most desirable.
But that shall not be a common
phenomenon, and under such cir-
cumstances, make the departments
of philosophy work towards it. Till
now, the task of maintaining a
Bharatiya Pariprekshya had been
done by the spiritual leaders, other
great minds etc. of our nation. It
should have been the work of
education, and ironically education
just do not know that it is the fun-
damental work of Bharatiya educa-
tion. Education ought to have
been of assistance to our great
minds, but education had been not
only ignoring them, but also ridi-
culing them.

People from any discipline
can organise research projects
with the department of philosophy
to do two things essentially. One,
along with department of philoso-
phy they can work towards con-
ceptual clarity and related ques-
tions as required to them. Two,
they can work towards creating a
Bharatiya Pariprekshya in their
stipulated field of studies. With
these, they should design curricu-
lum as required and go ahead.
This should remain as an ongoing
endeavour in our academia.

These, 1 shall suggest,
ought to be primary initiative to-
wards ‘educating education, edu-
cating educational methodologies,
and educating educational devel-
opment’.

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)

Nfyep FHerar (FTRTB) 1 AT 2017



If a common person
is well aware about
his duties then he
can work in a better
way for the bright
future of the coun-
try. This time too
Notebandi, as is
frequently used
term for demoneti-
zation, has brought
the persons or
groups who are in
favour or against it,
without even worry-
ing small trouble in
the larger benefits.
The target group is
different than it has
been faced by many
others. The target
group as we know is
hidden who is
working against the
interest of our
country. Those who
are not working in
the interest of the
Nation may like to
use every opportu-
nity to save the
taxes which are
otherwise are due
and can be used for
betterment of the
society and nation.

Education and Development Process

suggested to study its impact. However
the planning team has vital role to play.
So our duties start right from the top.
Mere Political influence to twist
the things may not be good in a per-
spective of course from other point of
view it may look right e.g. Opening of
an educational institution in a particu-
lar area may be a good example of this.
Politicians may have their personal
agenda or priorities which may not be
in the interest of local people. Role of
persons so called experts should be re-
stricted to just put a stamp on the pro-
ceedings. A group of persons should
not be treated just move ahead unim-
portant issues e.g. Deciding about fur-
niture or staff etc is simply waste of
time one can feel. More and more ac-
tive participation in the movement is im-
portant. Thus an academician or so
called expert should be given due im-
portance based on his/ her subject
knowledge and experience and that
should be used for betterment rather
than simply putting stamp on anything.
Distribution of money should not
remain the only goal any group should
be expected to do. But planning for bet-
terment of a common person should be
the aim. The basic objective should be
to move ahead the society in an appro-
priate direction. Harnessing nature's
gifts optimally may it be Solar power
in terms of Non Conventional energy
source applied to the area where it is
available in abundant e.g. Solar pan-
els for getting power gen-
2 eration or wind turbine to
y <3 get energy source, petro-
: leum products, steel
grade lime, disaster
management, presence
- of Bentonite in sub
strata with varying
moisture conditions to
cause structural problems,
Negative effects of wind or

UDr.A. K. Gupta

evelopment is a wider
meaning term. It states
changes in positive di-

rection in all walks of life. It cannot be
worked upon without contribution of
all. Participation of each one of us is im-
portant, whatever one contribute
should not be overlooked or ignored.
Everyone by doing according to his ca-
pabilities can do to his/ her best and
make the Nation move on the path of
development. Any model we can con-
sider to study this impact may it be
western or traditional or similar to
Bhutanese model where happiness is
given due importance.

Education provides everybody a
tool to achieve this. A process in which
everybody is trained to harness his/
her capabilities to contribute. Addition-
ally it is moral duty of everybody to pay
back to the system. Whatever model is
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earthquakes on structures etc may
some areas which needs focus to
work up on.

Sarvajan Hitay Sarvajana
Sukhay should be the objective of
any education system. The
present Prime Minister has driven
the force in the right direction by
calling all the forces to see their
impetus according to their poten-
tial may he be teacher or a learner,
It is basically up to the planning
team to do so that the things move
in auto mode in right direction.
The area where one should focus
i.e. by training them to do for the
social benefit of all and at same
time engaging their time and en-
ergy to streamline their efforts to
get desired results in the interest
of the society.

In a democratic system mak-
ing voice of the masses in your
favour remain a challenge getting
their support depends on their par-
ticipation and getting benefit for
them only. A programme should be
inculcated or supported to convert
existing educational institution to
get support from central govern-
ment funding so as to get maximum
benefits to local people may them
be students or teachers/ staff and
potentials should be applied to get
maximum benefits for local prob-
lems and generate feeling for Na-
tionhood. Anekta mein Ekta
should be motto of all concerned.
The main concern should be to
focus on our traditional values by
way of considering modern
changes in the society may it be
technical or financial or otherwise.

A person should not be re-
stricted to think in a particular di-
rection rather our education sys-
tem should have enough flexibility
to guide the person or student to
move according to what nature has
given to him/ her. Of course there
may be some extra financial burden

but benefit is multifold which
should not be ignored. Thereby al-
lowing a student to begin with a
traditional course with potential to
choose according to his/ her natu-
ral talent, thereby.

Equity remains a vital issue
where the whole society should
focus. No segment in the society
should be left alone to fight for
his/ her rights, Otherwise people
are ready to approach and slowly
try to convert them according to
their needs. Therefore need of the
hour is to focus on equity based
up on the criteria one can work.
Strata of the society termed back-
ward on the basis of community or
financial status or even on gender
basis. Even after marriage one
should forget the background one
belonged to but continuous learn-
ing should be the objective of all.

Access is another important
term which needs to be focused
and understood. No one should
be deprived of his/ her desire to
learn at any moment of time. Situ-
ation of everybody is not the
same. One may be forced to leave
in between due to certain reasons
but his/ her desire to continue in
the field of study should be re-
warded. The government efforts
need to be focused on this point.
It is only with the support of the
Government that this can be made
realistic.

Development through edu-
cation and Development of educa-
tional system go hand in hand si-
multaneously. Efforts should be to
train and develop self esteem in
everybody. Needless to say that it
basically development in
everyone's character (personal
qualities e.g. moral to eradicate
bad traits in the society) so that it
reflects when time demands so.
Development is a continuous pro-
cess which demands contribution

of everyone.

No work should be treated
as an object to look up on from as
a lower job. Therefore, no job
should be treated as a means of
earning money. No person should
be judged on the basis of how
much money one possesses but
more importantly how he/ she has
earned it is far more important.

One should always be GOD
fearing otherwise issues e.g.
Shikshak Bharti Ghotala or
Nivedita Menon speech are likely
to surface and harass those who
have done to the society in one
way or other. It has become a
usual practice to influence deci-
sion making power of the person/
s who are enjoying it. Common
persons or Janta knows or under-
stands, may be a little late. GOD
not only has given power to digest
everything but also to understand
what is around us. A common
sense prevails in everybody which
makes them understand good
separate from those are termed as
bad one.

It is very simple to make
fools of others and enjoy it for the
time being smart ones but it hurts
to find the damages one is earn-
ing for all those deeds which he is
responsible for. Not doing the job
assigned to you may give tempo-
rary happiness but in the end
when whole system collapses then
it becomes too late. Character of
the Nation depends upon those
who are forming it. So character of
everybody affects, whether good
or bad, to his/ her relatives, fam-
ily, society and finally the Nation.
In a short period of time it may give
a different feeling but later on
when one realises it become too
late. 4

(Professor, Structural Engineering
Deptt., Faculty of Engg. and Archi-
tecture, JNV University, Jodhpur)
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India has to build a
competitive edge
over other emerging
economies with its
strategic research
outcomes, patented
technologies, surge
in innovation, high
productivity of
human resources,
reduced cost of
products, and high
quality products and
services, to ensure
economic growth of
India. Premier
institutes of technol-
ogy have the onus to
shoulder responsi-
bilities in this major
national crusade;
they have to take
seriously this clarion
call for re-casting
afresh the model of
technical educa-
tion... and make the
graduates compe-
tent, but not just
qualified.

Part-1IT

Indian Technical Education System

Education in II'Ts in Today’s

Q Prof. C.V.R. Murty

12. THE ROADAHEAD...

India’s Grand Challenges are
technically complex, and need STATE-
OF-THE-ART Knowledge, Skills and
Technologies to overcome. But, India
lacks of education in both good Qual-
ity and Quantity. For instance, to sup-
port India’s ~1,300,000,000 population,
we have only a handful (<~10) of per-
sons in each subject in the entire coun-
try, who are available to serve the needs
of the nation with no other major re-
sponsibility. Clearly, the urgent need of
the nation is quality education. India
needs more people to address the tough
conditions of India, and to help meet
the basic needs of communities
(namely food, shelter, clothing, educa-
tion and health). In the context of
India’s youth thinking of migrating to
some of the industrialized nations
worldwide, it is important to remind
them that Indians’ contributions abroad
will be INCREMENTAL, while their

Quality

contributions in India will be MONU-
MENTAL. The only way India can pro-
vide education to its large population
is by increasing quality in every facet
of its education system — teachers, fa-
cilities, and administration (Figure 13).

As a human being in the context
of the new world that we live in, it is
essential to ensure that, irrespective of
one’s values, one still needs to do
something for the society... This con-
cept of Eusociality is paramount to de-
velopment of a sustainable world hu-
man order. To examine whether we are
meeting this bottom line, we need to
constantly ask ourselves three ques-
tions:

(1) Are we Civilised?

(2) Are we Modernised?, and

(3) Are we Globalised?

Each of these three requirements
points out to the need for building
people who are human — who have the
habit of giving unconditionally for the
good of others...

While examining the coexistence
of Body and Self, it is understood that

WITH due diligence

Quantity

Figure 13: Dual requirement of Quality and
Quantity can be met only when Quality is enhanced
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the Body needs materialistic gains,
and the Self needs NON- material-
istic actions. And, happiness is
the indicator of Harmony between
these two. Human beings cannot
compromise on any of the basic
human values — money, spouse
and conduct. In this regard,
among the four Systems that exist
in nature (i.e., Material System,
Life System, Animal System, and
Human System), the Human Sys-
tem is required to protect the other
three systems — and it is not do-
ing its bit yet... To help each indi-
vidual reach this goal, teachers are
needed, who can make the citizens
to become responsible — at home
the Parents, at school the Faculty
Members, and in life society the
Leaders. Technical Education Sys-
tem needs to build the second set
consciously, but urgently...

Time has come to set the
goals of the youth of India... But,
before that, it is essential to set the
goals of the policy makers of Tech-
nical Education System, the ad-
ministrators of technical institutes
& universities, the Faculty Mem-
bers and the Staff Members, in line
with a unified national develop-
ment agenda. Such a large group
of people can have a unified
agenda with the central goal of na-
tion building, only if

(1) Each of the individuals
associated with technical educa-
tion in India is groomed with Val-
ues and Ethics that permit and per-
meate a strong culture of giving in
the technical institutes & univer-
sities... Employments in the line of
technical education should be
seen as Careers (as a way of life)
rather than just as Jobs (as a way
of earning a living).

(2) A considered policy
change is effected to prepare the
Next-Generation of Teachers in
technical education, by rolling out

a program to create additional
2,000 Faculty Members trained
each year (in Ph.D. degree pro-
grams) at the best Technical Insti-
tutes & Universities worldwide.

(3) A shift is engineered
from the teacher-centric teaching
focused Input Based Technical
Education System to the student-
centric learning focused Outcome
Based Technical Education System.

(4) The Technical Institutes
& Universities in India are run pro-
fessionally with merit alone in fo-
cus, and regaining dignity among
the International community of
peers in technology domains.

(5) Collect the existing lim-
ited federal pool of trained subject
specialists to play a pivotal role in
the nation building process on the
technology domain.

13. THE CRITICAL LINK TO
TRADITIONAL INDIAN EDUCA-
TION SYSTEM

While many modern meth-
ods are available and have been
successfully deployed in the con-
text of organizing human beings to
become more responsible in nation
development, this is an excellent

Get full vision in early days,

ifyou put more energy in early days

New
destination

Scaling

opportunity to bring back the In-
dian Method of Education — the
Classical Traditional Texts provide
valuable guidance on how this
transition can be guided from the
rather chaotic present, to an orga-
nized and respectful future. It is
time for us to remember the expec-
tation laid on humanity in the clas-
sical scriptures:

Asato ma Sadgamaya

Tamasoma Jyotirgamaya
Mrtyorma  Amrutamgamaya—
Upanishads

Let untruth be replaced
with truth. Let darkness give way
to light. And, let death leave be-
hind special contributions for the
good of the mankind... Let all of
us in academia put the good of the
Institute or University before the
Self, of the Nation before the In-
stitute or University, and of the
Mankind before the Nation.

An invaluable system of
technical education (as described
above) can be built only on a
strong foundation of human Val-
ues and Ethics. Values in people
who steer Technical Education

Creating Opportunities

Gliding

Racing

Figure 14: Academic Institutes & Universities need to estab-

lish such a system, which helps students soar high early in life for
clear worldwide vision, and then glide smoothly in the rest of their
life to their desired destination
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is not a compulsion — it is the
basis with which the entire ef-
fort, time and money spent will
build a nation that will be self-
reliant and vibrant. In effect, the
Technical Institutes and Universi-
ties can be the lifeline of the na-
tion.

It is imperative that Techni-
cal Institutes and Universities
need to build a technical education
system, which provides students
with a full vision in the early days
of their lives, that opens their ho-
rizons early enough in life — to
know the world that they are em-
barking into, to recognise their de-
sires, and to realize their dreams
with ease (Figure 14).

14. CLOSING COMMENTS...

India has to build a com-
petitive edge over other emerging
economies with its strategic re-
search outcomes, patented tech-
nologies, surge in innovation, high
productivity of human resources,

reduced cost of products, and
high quality products and ser-
vices, to ensure economic growth
of India. Premier institutes of tech-
nology have the onus to shoulder
responsibilities in this major na-
tional crusade; they have to take
seriously this clarion call for re-
casting afresh the model of tech-
nical education... and make the
graduates competent, but not just
qualified.

The five actions suggested
are needed urgently to build a self-
reliant Technology Sensitive Na-
tion. In particular, IITs can make a
beginning by addressing Human
Resource Development of Faculty
Members to provide quality tech-
nical education in India and lead
from the front:

(1) Launch a National Pro-
gram of Technology Teacher De-
velopment;

(2) Start National Academy
for Faculty Development and Na-

tional Educational Leadership In-
stitute;

(3) Implement Competence-
based and Outcome-based Tech-
nical Education at IITs, NITs and
Central Universities in association
with Industry;

(4) Mandate each new IIT,
NIT and Central University to se-
lect their limited technology tracks
in which they wish to specialize
from amongst the national technol-
ogy grand challenges, and en-
courage Faculty Members to
spend a 1-year sabbatical in the
Industry within the first 10 years
of their careers; and

(5) Agree to change the
method of running professional
Institutes, by carving and putting
in place Professionally Governed
Technical Education System with
accountability and transparency in
the investments made in these In-
stitutes. 1

(Director, L.1.T., Jodhpur)

The Ministry of Human Re-
source Development must be con-
gratulated for steering India back to the
Programme for International Student
Assessment (PISA), which it had de-
clined to participate in after a disas-
trous performance in 2009. PISA is a
global evaluation of 15-year-olds con-
ducted by the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development
to gauge mathematical, scientific and
reading skills of school students. Of
the 74 nations participating, India was
close to the bottom of the barrel. The
UPA government had quit the field in
high dudgeon, complaining about ques-
tions being set “out of context” in re-
lation to the Indian socio-cultural mi-
lieu. Indeed, an Indian student may
find it more comfortable to do sums
using mangoes rather than avocados
for units. But the argument can be
taken only thus far, for the context of
maths and science is the universe and

Learn the Lesson

its contents. Besides, a test involving
European motifs which Indian stu-
dents could not engage with should
have been just as inscrutable to Man-
darin readers. The phenomenal success
of Shanghai’s students suggests that
the problem lies in India.

Anyway, PISA is not a con-
test. It is a research exercise generat-
ing data which can be compared across
borders. Finishing last should not be
read as losing face, but rather as an op-
portunity to improve teaching meth-
ods and school systems by intelligent
comparison. If Singapore’s systems
work better, what prevents Indian
school boards from emulating them?
India lost out by boycotting PISA in
2012 and 2015, when Asian countries
like China, South Korea and Singapore
surged ahead. India need not have
missed the bus, but the HRD minis-
try tried to change the benchmark to
fit the country, rather than trying to

change the country’s teaching system
to fit the benchmark.

While PISA is not a contest, it
does have one competitive aspect: It
is a reliable indicator of the future in-
tellectual capital of participating coun-
tries. At one remove, it is a function
of projected GDP, a reflection of the
future wealth of nations. A country
hoping to win the global GDP race
should regard PISA as a target. And it
should try to correct the structural im-
balance that this test for schoolchildren
draws attention to: India swears by
universities and IITs, but it is happy
to let primary and secondary schools,
which form the bedrock of the educa-
tion system, plod along with teaching
methods that are decades old. The
NDA government has done well to
seek to return to PISA’s global testing
system. But the crucial reform still lies
ahead: PISA data must be used to im-
prove the school system.
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Set up grievance redressal system in all varsities : High Court

Observing that all colleges
and universities in the country
need to have a mechanism to re-
dress grievances of students, the
Delhi High Court directed the Uni-
versity Grants Commission (UGC)
to set up such a system in all var-
sities within four months.

A bench of Chief Justice G
Rohini and Justice Sangita Dhingra
Sehgal said appointment of an
'ombudsman’ in every university
and a grievance redressal commit-
tee (GRC) for every college or
group of colleges were "manda-
tory" and were provided for under
the UGC (Grievance Redressal)
Regulations of 2012. The court said
failure of the universities to ap-
point ombudsman or to constitute
GRC for colleges "would defeat
the very object of grievance
redressal mechanism provided un-
der the regulations".

It also directed Delhi Uni-
versity (DU) to "take necessary
steps forthwith and appoint the
ombudsman" in terms of provi-
sions of the regulations "as expe-
ditiously as possible preferably
within a period of four months
from today". he court's ruling came
while disposing of a PIL filed by a
former law student, who had al-

leged non-compliance of the UGC
regulations with regard to ap-
pointment of ombudsman by uni-
versities, particularly DU. As per
the regulations, the ombudsman
"shall be a part-time officer ap-
pointed for a period of three years
or until he attains the age of 70
years, whichever is earlier", the
bench noted in its judgement.

HRD ministry forms sub-panel of
CABE to boost girls' education

The Union HRD Ministry has
constituted a sub-committee of Cen-
tral Advisory Board of Education
(CABE) at Hyderabad under Chair-
manship of Telangana's Deputy Chief
Minister to look into issues of girl's
education.

The terms of reference of the
sub-committee would be to examine
the reasons for low participation of

HRD to bring 'graded regulatory
mechanism' in UGC : Javadekar

The HRD ministry will bring
in a "graded regulatory mecha-
nism" as part of key reforms in the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) to usher in greater transpar-
ency, freedom and autonomy,
Union minister Prakash Javadekar
said.

The HRD minister also an-
nounced that 'SWAYAM!', an open
web based platform from which
2000 courses will be run for stu-
dents across the country, will be
launched next month .

Referring to the Union Bud-
get 2017, Javadekar said that it re-
flects the government's vision of
raising quality in the education
sector, which has got additional
funds this time to the tune of Rs
6,000 crore. He said that as per the
Right to Education Act, learning

outcomes are being defined and
will be part of the coming academic
session.

Another initiative is an inno-
vation fund of Rs 100 crore for
schools which will be introduced
in educationally backward dis-
tricts, he said.

He said a separate exam
agency has also been announced
which will conduct major exams,
many of which are being con-
ducted by an "overburdened"
CBSE, he said. The CBSE's main
focus is to look after school edu-
cation.

Speaking about UGC re-
forms, Javadekar said that thrust is
to give more autonomy to good in-
stitutes and "monitor mid-level
and monitor more those in the
lower

girls in education, including the socio-
economic factors with resultant gen-
der bias, and suggest ways to reduce
gender disparity so as to achieve bet-
ter gender parity index, an official re-
lease said here.

The sub-committee, to be
chaired by Telangana's Deputy Chief
Minister and Education Minister
Kadiyam Srihari, would also assess
the current status of girls' enrolment
across the country at primary, upper.
It will also examine the existing
schemes, measures and incentives
aimed at enhancing girls' participa-
tion and ensuring their retention in
education and suggest improve-
ments and modifications in the exist-
ing schemes.

The sub-committee will further
look into the issues of safety of girl
students in schools, particularly in
residential schools and hostels. It will
also identify infrastructure gaps such
as non-availability and/or non-func-
tionality of girls toilets which impede
retention of girl students and compile
best practices adopted by states/UTs
for raising standards of girls education.
he sub-committee shall hold consulta-
tions with the Central/state govern-
ments and other stakeholders and sub-
mit its report to the Union government
within one year from the date of its
constitution, the release added
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A Seminar on ''Demonetization and what next' was Organised

A seminar on "Demoneti-
zation and what next" was
organised in the seminar hall of
Aryabhatt college, DU by NSS
unit of the college and Shaikshik
Foundation on 3rd February,
2017. The keynote address was
given by Sh. Surjit Dasgupta and
Sh. Harshvardhan Tripathi. The
college principal Dr. Manoj Sinha
presided this event.

Sh. Dasgupta has high-
lighted the reasons due to which
the present government brought
this policy of demonetization and
its futuristic benefits for the com-
mon person of this country. The
second speaker Sh. Tripathi be-
ing a trained economist himself
and worked as financial journal-
ist for many years in continua-
tion has highlighted its main ben-

efits and suggested ways and
means the government should do
to complete this process. He
mainly focused towards the next
steps to be taken after demoneti-
zation. It was a well attended pro-
gram for the students and the
faculty. Several new develop-

ments came to the knowledge of
the audience. The keynote ad-
dresses were followed by Q&A
session by the students. Several
students have asked variety of
questions from the speakers. The
seminar ended with the vote of
thanks to the guests.

UVAS State Conference Held at Kochi

The State Conference of
UVAS ( Unnatha Vidhyabhyasa
Adhyapak Sangh) Successfully
conducted on 26-02-2017, Sunday
at Kesav Smrithi, Aluva .

Dr. A. Ramachandran
(Hon'ble Vice Chancellor of
KUFOS, Kochi) inaugurated the
function. Prof. J.P.Singhal (General
Secretary, ABRSM) made the key-
note address. Dr. C. K.
Madhusoodhanan (President),

Pro.V.Subash Kumar (General Sec-
retary) and Sri.MohanaKannan
were present. Two sessions were
taken on the following topics.

1. National Educational
Policy by Sri. A. Vinod.

2. Current problems in
Higher Education and its Solutions
by Dr.M.P.Ajitkumar.

The new State Executive
members of UVAS for 2017-2018
were also selected.
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