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Need of Attainment of Minimum Levels of Learning
U Dr. Prakash Chandra Agarwal

Concept of MLL is not new. The NPE 1986, revised in 1992 and POA

1992 emphasise that the minimum levels of learning should be laid down and

children’s learning should periodically be assessed to keep a track of their

progress towards ensuring the achievement of NPE goal that all children should

acquire at least MLLs. MLLs were developed class-wise and subject-wise for

“ m primary stage in 1992 in the form of com-

o l petencies to put into practice the NPE for-

‘ mulations. However later on it was realised

{1l that development of class-wise competencies

made this exercise more product and ru-

“A bric-oriented rather than facilitating over-

\ all development of children and improving
the quality of learning.
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Concept of MLL

is not new. The NPE
1986, revised in 1992
and POA 1992
emphasise that the
minimum levels of
learning should be laid
down and children’s
learning should peri-
odically be assessed to
keep a track of their
progress towards en-
suring the achievement
of NPE goal that all
children should acquire
atleast MLLs. MLLs
were developed class-
wise and subject-wise
for primary stage in
1992 in the form of
competencies to put
into practice the NPE
formulations. However
later on it was realised
that development of
class-wise competen-
cies made this exercise
more product and ru-
bric-oriented rather
than facilitating overall
development of children
and improving the qual-
ity of learning.

Need of Attainment of
Minimum Levels of Learning

U Dr. Prakash Chandra Agarwal

he development of any
nation depends utmost
on its educational sce-

nario. In ancient times our country's
educational scenario was so splendid
that India was used to be known as
'Visva-Guru'. Later on aggression and
intrusion of several groups of outsid-
ers including Mughals and Britishers
and taking over power as rulers not
only ruined its wealth but also distorted
and deformed its educational scenario
to meet their requirements and leading
the country intentionally in an educa-
tionally backward one. This resulted in
a fast degradation of cultural and so-
cial values. Self esteem of citizens low-
ered down to a great extent. A large
number of people became uneducated
and illiterate. Vocational structure and
skilful engagement of citizens also came
down. In post independent era there
have been consistent efforts on provid-

ing access of educational opportunities
to all the citizens. Recently a lot of em-
phasis has been given on Education For
All (EFA). Sincere efforts are going on
for Universalization of Elementary Edu-
cation (UEE) since a long back with its
further extension to Universalization of
Secondary Education (USE). A large
amount of money is being spent in
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and
Rashtriya Madhyamic  Shiksha
Abhiyan (RMSA) to achieve these
goals. Inclusive school system or com-
mon school system along with enact-
ment of RTE 2009 has further empha-
sized that none in age group of 6-14
years is left out from getting elementary
education. In Rajasthan Child Tracking
Scheme (CTS) was a sincere effort for
this. In inclusive growth, it is intended
that every child should be covered un-
der the umbrella of access to the basic
education irrespective of caste, locality,
religion, socio-economic-status etc. Not
only children of disadvantaged groups
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of society or differently-abled chil-
dren were kept in focus rather it
encompasses zero-rejection policy
as far as access/admission is con-
cerned. However, in widening ac-
cess of elementary education with
equity and inclusive growth, qual-
ity is compromised. So these days
inclusive growth with quality has
become an issue of great concern.

Teaching, learning and
evaluation are interwoven and
since learning is a continuous pro-
cess, so implementation of Con-
tinuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE) in its true spirit
is highlighted in almost all the re-
ports and policy documents. For-
mative assessment during forma-
tion or construction of knowledge
is meant to provide timely feed-
back. This gives a thought that if
CCE is implemented in its true
spirit involving the last achiever
(weakest child)in the process of
learning actively and enthusiasti-
cally with continuous monitoring
and feedback, no pursuant (child)

will score less than passing marks
in their term exams (summative
evaluation). Also, to check the
drop out rate and overcome the
stagnation problem 'no detention
policy' was adopted. However, im-
pact due to no detention policy;
different studies, survey reports of
various agencies including NGOs
and foreign organisations (like
PISA) engaged in organising
achievement surveys and the re-
ports of Joint Review Mission for
SSA of last few years also men-
tioned that the learning levels of
children are not up to the desirable
level rather these are very poor.
So enrolment of children of
age-group 6-14 years is increased
in schools to a high extent but
quality is lost. We are unable to
create meaningful learning situa-
tions in actual classrooms to bring
the last achieving student in the
main stream of classroom proceed-
ings. The implementation of forma-
tive part of CCE in true spirit is
failed In spite of considering

teachers' increased role as facilita-
tor in constructivist paradigm than
in behaviourist/objectivist ap-
proach; the results in this regard
are not good. The quality of learn-
ing is definitely a reflection of
teachers. Teachers should not
only be the best in content but
also should be well aware with
pedagogical aspects and recent
technological developments.
Hence Technology integrated
Pedagogical Content Knowledge
(TPCK) level of teachers and then
its effective use in classrooms is
high demand of the time. Thus,
updation and empowerment of
teachers in teaching skills is one
of the major areas of concern. For
preparation of quality teachers
that too in such a large number,
functioning of teacher training in-
stitutes need to be overhauled.
Lack of quality teacher educators/
teachers, low number of good
teachers training institutes, insuf-
ficient teaching staff, lack of
infrastructural facilities, undesired
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and unwanted intervention of bu-
reaucrats and politicians in area of
education, socio-economic status
of children and their parents, their
educational family background, de-
motivation due to increased unem-
ployment of unskilled degree hold-
ers etc. are few reasons of de-
creased achievement level.

Poor performance of chil-
dren in upper primary classes due
to their promotion under no deten-
tion policy without their proper
formative/diagnostic/summative
evaluation has compelled educa-
tionists to rethink about older con-
cept of assessing Minimum Levels
of Learning (MLLs) or learning
outcomes on the basis of learning
indicators.

Concept of MLL is not new.
The NPE 1986, revised in 1992 and
POA 1992 emphasise that the mini-
mum levels of learning should be
laid down and children’s learning
should periodically be assessed to
keep a track of their progress to-
wards ensuring the achievement of
NPE goal that all children should
acquire at least MLLs. MLLs were
developed class-wise and subject-
wise for primary stage in 1992 in
the form of competencies to put
into practice the NPE formulations.
However later on it was realised
that development of class-wise
competencies made this exercise
more product and rubric-oriented
rather than facilitating overall de-
velopment of children and improv-
ing the quality of learning. Later
on certain curricular expectations
were made stage wise. In
Rajasthan, Lok Jumbish Project fol-
lowed the concept of MLLs.

Looking into present sce-
nario of educational achievements

again the issue of MLLs is com-
ing up. Even one step further to
this, assessment of learning out-
comes and improvement of learn-
ing outcomes is talked about after
development of learning indica-
tors. The learning outcomes are
generally treated as assessment
standards and equated with the
expected levels of learning on the
part of children. Learning indica-
tors are expected to provide evi-
dences of learning and other
changes taking place in child’s
behaviour. These indicators can be
used as check points to assess
child’s learning at different points
of time. However learning indica-
tors, when given along with the
pedagogical processes, are likely to
help teachers and children to
achieve these curricular expecta-
tions as well as learning outcomes.
The Learning Indicators are ex-
pected to help stakeholders in a
number of ways.

Achievement of MLLs may
help in assessing product part but
learning outcomes will take care of
assessment of both product and
process, followed to reach to the

product. This may be the pos-
sible remedy to check the fall in
achievement levels. Common
core competencies are required
up to secondary school level.
However, after secondary level,
particular streams are opted by the
pursuant leading to different pro-
fessional lines where the gate
ways are opened for skilled
workforce and expertise or pro-
fessionals in different areas. So
these techniques fit for school
system may not deem fit for
evaluation of achievement at
higher educational level. How-
ever, some new evaluation strat-
egy needs to be evolved for
higher education system to
check the steeper fall in actual
realization of processes and real
learning to take place. A lot more
is to be discussed for getting path
showing outcomes. Best practices
developed by different nations/
stakeholders are to be looked into
them and then possible system is
to be evolved suitable for our edu-
cational system. U

(Professor of Physics, Regional Insti-

tute of Education, Ajmer)
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There had been
various discussions
in our nation as well
as abroad about what
should be the
minimum level of
education in the
society. There is
already a tendency
to agree to the point
that at least one
should study till
class ten. But then,
what should be the
things getting
taught? Ideally, it
should be possible
for one with class
ten completions to
independently
existing meaning-
fully. Minimum level
of education must be
thinking in direc-
tions those can
make one totally
independent with
whatever given
minimum level, be it
class ten, or class
eight.

M.L.L. and Some Thoughts

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

y youngest son, when
he was in class five
asked me a question,

“why should I study at all?”” His logic
was that, he studied from nursery to
class four, and wrote all kinds of exami-
nations to pass to the next class. He
studies, remembers and writes examina-
tions, but at any point in time, he
doesn’t remember anything whatever
he had studied. He says that “I don’t
remember anything whatever I studied
till the previous year, and this is going
to repeat on and on. So why should
one study at all?” He was sitting be-
hind my bike, and I stopped the bike at
once, and stood to strike a conversa-
tion with him. Perhaps I could convince
him that whatever he studies is not to
keep in memory for ever, they are sim-
ply a process and part of training his

brain and developing his mind, to make
it sharp and independently grasping
things whenever he wishes so in future.
Brain training and mind developing

Indeed I was perplexed at the
question of a class five student: it is my
son: and I had to quickly think of giv-
ing him a convincing answer. Even
without the theory of Freud we know
that for a son at that age father is a tall
figure and an ultimate authority. So I
discussed about training of brain,
through the example of sharp razor, as
the more the blade is put to use, the
more it remains sharp. Perhaps I could
convince him that the classes, examina-
tion and study material etc. are all aimed
at sharpening both brain and mind, for,
he never asked me such questions
again.

As a matter of fact, education is
to be such a training activity through
various patterns of curriculum. I don’t
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think that I ever used that algebra
I studied with such hardship and
paper work anywhere in my life
even once. Still I believe that they
must have helped somewhere in
making some differences to me.
Such may be the case with train-
ing of and sharpening of the brain
of a growing child.

Minimum requirement of educa-
tion

In all practical aspects, edu-
cation in Bharatiya society shall
be multi-tasking. On the one hand
we have to pace with the world in
their empirical methodologies and
at the same time we also have to
build knowledge system for our
spiritual and Sanskritic aspect.
Without these two things at work
simultaneously, education in
Bharat shall be bound to be incom-
plete. Therefore, any discussion
about education in Bharat must in-
clude both these aspects.

There had been various dis-
cussions in our nation as well as
abroad about what should be the
minimum level of education in the
society. There is already a ten-
dency to agree to the point that at
least one should study till class
ten. But then, what should be the
things getting taught? Ideally, it
should be possible for one with
class ten completions to indepen-
dently existing meaningfully. Mini-
mum level of education must be
thinking in directions those can
make one totally independent with
whatever given minimum level, be
it class ten, or class eight.

This has to be a serious
matter of planning and execution.
At the moment, school education
is not aimed at making school
graduates independent and func-
tionally autonomous; it is simply

catering to the requirements and
need for higher education further.
It is here that one has to focus and
concentrate. Perhaps we can think
of post class eight periods as ca-
tering to higher education period,
and this shall make the task of
classes up to eight teaching very
tricky.

The curriculum and teach-
ing up to class eight ought to be
carefully programmed. There
should be a distinction made be-
tween necessary teaching and suf-
ficient teaching; the necessary in
the direction of making one au-
tonomous, and the sufficient as-
pect in the direction of sending
one ahead for higher education.

There should be results as
well. A class ten graduate should
be in a position of being autono-
mous; it must be possible for him
to do any desired task without dif-
ficulties. Until recent times, the ba-
sic educational qualification for
flying pilots was class ten. We, in
Bharatiya Vayu Sena for example
had produced excellent pilots with
basic class ten qualifications in the
past. It is also not possible for us
to claim that science graduates of
today can do better than the vet-
erans. Perhaps it may be the case
that they studied in better schools,
and it is here that I wish to say,
why can’t we make our village
schools better schools which can
produce autonomous school
graduates?

Let us accept the fact that
higher education need not be a
routine. Higher education ought to
be an option for those who desire
for such things. For normal living,
the autonomy received from
school should be more than suffi-
cient.

Insufficient minimum level of edu-
cation

These are bad tendencies
present in our society, and such
things happen because of an in-
sufficient minimum level of educa-
tion. Why should one study medi-
cine Engineering or any profes-
sional higher education course for
that matter to become a civil ser-
vice officer? Like in the case of fly-
ing pilots of the old, it must be
possible for class ten graduates to
write any competitive examination,
so that when they qualify, they
could be trained in the desired
area. Why should the nation
waste resources and time of
youngsters? We should not be
testing their knowledge level in
competitive examinations, we
should be testing their potential
capabilities to the desired profes-
sion and then train them.

The Army is the best ex-
ample, undoubtedly, let us learn
from the Army.

To sum up, let us keep the
minimum level of education the
‘real minimum’ but do the maximum
to make individuals really autono-
mous. The minimum level, class
eight or ten, should be so pro-
grammed that it should make both
sense and impact: it should be
possible for him to be autono-
mous. Administrative will and care-
ful planning shall be needed to
make the village school what they
call a ‘smart school’, it may be dif-
ficult, but certainly not
impossible.Last but not the least,
this is Bharatiya society, and any-
thing one does should be in accor-
dance with Bharatiya Sanskriti, to

protect, preserve and promote. 1
(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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Gandhi Can Never Die

e all were born in
a free India and it
is only through

books that we have come to know
about the freedom struggle. Gandhi
was the foremost among the He-
roes of our freedom struggle. Dur-
ing the current year, nation would
be celebrating the centenary cel-
ebrations of the Champaran
Satyagrah and celebrating 150th
birth anniversary of great
Mahatama in year at hand. Apart
from and above so many things,
Gandhi also did teach the world a
practical philosophy of life. Unfor-
tunately, however , we the Indians
have forgotten the path and the
principles of Gandhian philosophy.
The present article aims at recollect-
ing and reviving the ideals of Gandhi
which he lived by and lived for.

It may be noted Gandhi was
highly influenced by Tolstoy and
his vision of life on this planet.
Himself a saintly figure, Gandhi had
so many English friends despite the
fact that he had vowed to himself
to free his country from the yoke of
the British Raj. He has equally reli-
gious as he regularly chanted
prayers to Lord Rama and Geeta —
what though he was secular and
had deep respect for all religions.
He taught the masses to wear cloth
and be self-sufficient economically
what though he himself remained
half clad throughout his life. Taught
people the glorious path of truth
and non-violence what though
himself fell a pray to violence.

As a matter of fact the seeds
of history are sown in trivial mo-
ments of life and no one present
during such moment can know or
analyse their significance. There-
fore , it is rightly said that the ba-
sics of each moment is as impor-
tant as heart beat. In 1893, while

travelling Durban to Pretoria, what-
ever had happened with him in the
train compartment and the mal-treat-
ment he encountered in the stage
coach all this inspired Gandhi to
fight against the inhumane class
distinction based on color and for
long 21 years he fought against the
white supremacy with the weapons
of stayagrah and nonviolence. Fi-
nally on 8th July 1914, he and his
men came victorious.

It was on 9th January 1915
that Gandhi returned to India land-
ing on the Apollo seaport, Bombay
and soon after found himself in the
throes of India’s struggle for free-
dom. In India he launched major
movement like Champaran
Stayagrah, Civil disobedience, Salt
satyagrah and Quit India. And dur-
ing his long career of 33 years as a
freedom fighter, he remained be-
hind the bars for as many as eleven
times. Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose rightly called him the ‘Father
of Nation” while Swami
Shraddhanand called him Mahatma
i.e. great soul.

The world today is looking
up to the ideals of Gandhi and the

Gandhian philosophy. In 2007, the
UNO declared the year as the one
of nonviolence and started cel-
ebrating the international non vio-
lence day on his birth anniversary.
In 2011, a statue of Gandhi was set
up in Africa as a mark of apology
for the sins committed against him
years and years ago. The demo-
cratic leader of MyanmarAnug San
Sun Kyi has been preaching the
people to read Gandhi and learn les-
sons of self discipline. Several world
leaders like Martin Luther King (Jr),
Nelson Mandela and even Barak
Obama have walked under the
shadow of Gandhi and his principles.

We Indians may best justify
our Gandhian legacy by following
and practising what he had lived
and died for Gandhi still is signifi-
cant in today’s world and may hope-
fully be for years to come. World
fame PhysicistAlbert Einstein said
of Mahatma Gandbhi that “Genera-
tions to come will scarcely believe
that such a one as this ever in flesh
and blood walked upon this earth”
Gandhi achieved freedom for India
through a unique revolution built
on the edifice of Satyagrah —a con-
cept quite novel to international
politics. Gandhi defined Satyagrah
as a soul force — the force which is
born out of the basic elements of
truth and non violence.

Today, we need Gandhi more
than ever before and more directly
keeping in view the present sce-
nario torn between violence and
corruption. It is only with the
Gandhian weapons of Satyagrah
and non violence that we can fight
with and defeat the evil forces that
have crept in to our society and the
world. The panacea to the ailment
of mankind lies only and only in
Gandhi and the Gandhian way of
life.1
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Gyan Sangam

A Workshop on Bharatiya Academic Ecosystem

A two day national level
workshop- ‘Gyan Sangam’
was organized under the aegis
of Pragya Pravah to brainstorm
on the issues pertaining to
Bharatiya perspectives on Edu-
cation. With the primary objec-
tive of creating the academic
ecosystem from Bharatiya per-
spective outside the govern-
ment system, the event orga-
nized at Maharaja Agrasen
Institute of Technology &
Management, focused on
teaching, learning and content
aspects of education in vari-
ous disciplines. 72 1academi-
cians and experts, including 51
Vice-Chancellors, from all the
29 states participated in the
brainstorming.

In an effort to give plat-
form and ensure capacity build-
ing and encouragement for aca-
demicians who are working on
Bharatiya perspectives in vari-
ous academic disciplines, Gyan
Sangam was the first ever at-
tempt in this direction. Schol-
ars and researchers ranging
from the subjects of art & cul-
ture, theatre, philosophy, social
sciences, management, mass
communication and pure sci-
ences contributed in the delib-
erations.

The Sangam was broadly
divided in three parts. Firstly,
in parallel sessions, the partici-
pants presented and discussed
content, contemporary trends
and challenges in their respec-
tive disciplines.

Secondly, there were ex-
pert sessions dedicated to dif-
ferent themes. First speaker
was an eminent thinker and col-
umnist S Gurumurthy spoke on
Cultural Onslaught, the session
was chaired by the VC of BHU
Dr. G CTripathi. In the second
session on Intellectual Coloni-
zation, under the Chairmanship
of former Principal of Brihan
Maharashtra Commerce Col-
lege, Pune Aniruddha
Deshpande, Acharya Vamdev
Shastri (David Frawley), emi-
nent writer and thinker and
Dr. Manohar Shinde, Founder
Director, Dharma Civilisation
Foundation, USA presented
their views. In the last special
session on ‘Resurgence of
Nationalism — East & West’,
Prof. V. P. Nanda, Professor of
International Law, Denver Uni-
versity presented his views, the
session was chaired by Prof.
B.K. Kuthiala,VC, MCRPV,
Bhopal.

Thirdly, participants could

interact with the RSS
Sarsanghachalak Dr. Mohan
Bhagwatand could ask their
queries and present their sug-
gestions about creating the non-
governmental and autonomous
academic ecosystem in educa-
tion. Sh Suresh Soni, RSS Sah-
Sarkaryavah and ICHR Chair-
man Prof. Sudershan Rao were
present in the opening session
inaugurated by the
Sarsanghachalak. RSS Sah-
Sarkaryavah Dr. Krishna
Gopal also interacted with the
participants.

The Sangam ended with
the concluding address of the
Sarsanghachalak in the pres-
ence of Prof Ashok Modak,
Professor Emeritus, Centre for
Eurasian Studies, University of
Mumbai. The Sarsanghachalak
highlighted that this is not an al-
ternative but the real attempt to
develop a Bharatiya perspec-
tive. He shared various efforts
that are being made by volun-
tary organizations in this direc-
tion. The academicians re-
solved to take similar efforts in
their own states about creating
such forums with reference to
their subjects for inculcating
Bharatiya perspectives in edu-
cation.
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Tfafate

A delegation of All Jammu
Kashmir and Ladakh Teachers
Federation (AJKLTF) under the
aegis of Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh led by
Pardeep Sharma , State Vice
President and General Secretary
Ratan Sharma today called on
Minister of State for Education
Smt Priya Sethi at Civil Secre-
tariat Jammu and submitted a
charter of demands. Members of
the federation highlighted the
burning issue of teachers Com-
munity, including revocation of
SRO 66 in which the State gov-
ernment has made screening test
mandatory for distance mode
degree holders in promotion, re-
lease of pending salary of teach-
ers working under SSA and NPS
and proper implementation of
Transfer Policy. The teachers
said that by issuing the SRO 66,
The state Government has not
only challenged its own order
where it has allowed teachers
community to enhance their edu-

cation through distance mode by
issuing a list of some recognised
Universities such as IGNOU,
Jammu university and Kashmir
University but also discredited
such prestigious Universities. The
Teachers demanded immediate
revocation of the SRO and de-
clare the complete promotion list
of Masters of 2014.

The Teachers demanded
adjustment of remaining teachers
promoted as Master in 2014,
Withdrawl of SRO 66 where
B.Ed Degree of Jamia Urdu
Aligarh considered equivalent to
Jammu/Kashmir Universities. But
the fact is that the University is
not recognized by the UGC. The
teachers also suggested that if the
government was really keen to
bring quality in education, screen-
ing test should be made manda-
tory for all promotions without
any discrimination. The delega-
tion also warned of serious con-
sequences if the demands of the
teachers are not redressed. The

AJKLTF delegation calls on MOS for Education

teachers also stressed on the re-
view of fee structure upto 8th
standard Smt. Priya Sethi after
giving patient hearing to the del-
egation assured to look into the
issues of the Teaching commu-
nity. She assured for early
redressel of the issue and also
assured that she would take nec-
essary action on other issues
raised by the delegation. She also
assured the Federation that all the
remaining teachers promoted as
Masters would be adjusted very
soon. The Hon'ble MOS directed
the concerned authorities to put
the file before her table immedi-
ately in which the B.Ed degree
awarded by Jamia Urdu Univer-
sity Aligarh made equivalent at
par with the Jammu/Kashmir Uni-
versities. The MOS assured the
Federation that the SRO 66 will
be revoked very soon. The del-
egation was comprised of Radha
Krishan, Ravi Kumar, Rajeev
Choudhary, Raj Kumar, Arun
kumar and others.
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