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3T wera: sitfaekard stamdtett
T W SMeA b Sie ST
T | TS ST Sigdl I b
RO Yehfd 1 3T 9 SAfaant
TR SIE 3 @1 7 | I 9 STl
T UpTd Y STed T, THid Fa
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faeree wyar ® &
Toetee oft U9 vl i
) =@ & < dss
_ RN § | ST
I\ 3 for g, 7 af
T FHIfes Tg &
" e, =it § =sit
E| HIEEJIEED

T T 9% U &0 o fAa
oft =18t = fos 59k Yo A
I W F TEEAAE FIIE &
qehd §, 98 AT foha TR i
TiofI ATt =t = o ST Fehdl
7 3R N M 39 fHamae w9
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Book Review

Relevance of AmbedkarToday (2017)

Editor: Dr. Sudhir Singh, Pentagon Press, pages 229.

The above mentioned book analyses Dr.BhimraoAmbedkar as a passion-
ate modern nation builder. He gave voice to the millions of people from the de-
prived section of society.His views on diverse national and international issues
were very pragmatic and converge with the challenges even during the era of
globalization. Ambedkar was aware about the incoming turbulence of the nation
building therefore suggested appropriate means to achieve it. He laid the solid

foundation of human rights in contemporary India through providing legal protection to the
weaker sections of the society. In the era of globalization when nation states are facing severe threat to
their sovereignty the ideas of Dr. Ambedkar is more relevant today than it was during his time. Ambedkar
has suggested the structural mechanism to cope up with the complex problems India was facing at the
dawn of independence. Today due to parochial politicsAmbedkar has become an object to score narrow
political gains.The present Modi government has however tried to understand DrAmbedkar in a holistic
manner. This book has tried to liberate Dr.Ambedkar from the narrow and parochial perspective and tries

to understand him as the architect of modern India.
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This makes it
extremely impor-
tant to have a
healthy mind for an
authentic person.
Now the question is
how to make
healthy minds in
our nation for
future generations?
At the same time,
how to keep in
control the un-
wanted influences?
We all are aware
that Bharatiya
Sanskriti is the
most effective
instrument to all
these, though our
Sanskriti is an end
in itself, not a
means and is
intrinsic to us. It is
also true that
Sanskriti can be
instilled at a very
early age, perhaps
right from the
childhood itself.

Healthy existence : Healthy minds

A Dr. TS Girishkumar

hildren play games,
games of varying
types, and children

must play games. Before the setting
in of modern existence, may be some
fifty plus years ago, things used to
be different. I distinctly remember
that the chief attraction in schools
used to be the intervals and games
we played then. No one then did
realise how important these games
were for the overall development of
a growing child, at that time the so-
ciety could afford to take such things
for granted. But now, thigs are dras-
tically different. We ought to be
thinking about the overall, total de-
velopment of children into meaningful,
fruitful and authentic human beings in
all its sense.

Concept of mind in Bharat

Bharatiya knowledge is the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition. All
our knowledge begins in and with the
Vedas. The discussions on mind are
done exhaustively in the Upanishads,
rather in a meticulous manner.
Vedopanishadic anecdotes are instru-
ments which bring out much compli-
cated philosophical concepts in simple
means. Indra, identifies mind with the
self through ignorance is shown his
mistake by Prajapati by asking him to
analyse the state of deep sleep. And
Indra had discovered that he had not
known the self, for mind is almost anni-
hilated in dreamless sleep.

Studies on mind went further
ahead from the Vedas and the
Upanishads, the Rishis went further ex-
perimenting. We got texts like
“Yogavasistam’ in later days. Much re-
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vealing studies are done in
Ayurveda. The Shad Darsanas
also did great work on the concept
of mind, and the Sankhya-Yoga
did much. The Sankhya — Yoga
considers the mind as a product
evolved from the insentient
Prakriti, a direct product from
Ahankara, and hence made up of
three gunas, such as sattva, Raja
and tama. It is therefore Jada, or
insentient, but can reflect the con-
sciousness of the Purusha or
Atman, the soul.

The Nyaya — Vaiseshika
schools consider mind as one of
the Dravyas — fundamental or ba-
sic realities — out of which the
world is eventually created. It acts
as a link between the soul and the
sense organs by which the exter-
nal are known. The Naiyayikas
say mind is Anu — atomic- whereas
the Advaita Vedantins say that it
is Vibhu — all prevailing. Vedanta
says that mind is an object of
knowledge. Like external object, we
can observe mind and know it.
Vedanta studies the mind as set of
impressions, impressions or im-
pacts created through varying
thoughts and activities. The im-
pressions last: impressions do not
cease to be with the death of ma-
terial body but are carried on end-
lessly till one attains jyana — self-
realisation, which is moksha itself.
Our experiences and activities are
constantly leaving impressions on
the mind, and they continue as im-
pressions without getting deleted.
This is the Upanishadic concept of
Vasna, and the mind is a huge
store house that ever keeps all im-
pressions, not a single impression
is eliminated. (the Buddhist theory
of Pradityasamutpada is a repeti-

tion of Upanishadic Vasna)

When the mind is free from
activity or functioning, it vanishes,
and the Self is revealed.
Sankaracharya calls this state as
Aparokhanubhuti or the super
sensuous state. On the other
hand, the Tantrics maintain that
mind is a limitation or modifica-
tion of pure consciousness. The
Charvakas do not accept mind,
but they also discuss mind pro-
fusely. They say that mind is the
consciousness in its knowing
function, and is not separate
from body. The Jain's do not ac-
cept mind as a sense organ, they
call it anindriya. The Buddhists
put forward a different theory,
and it becomes deeper with the
later Buddhist scholars.

It is interesting to make a
comparison between Bharatiya and
European philosophies. We see
plenty of ‘breaks’ in European phi-
losophy, they are creations of in-
dividual thinkers and in most cases
there is no continuity except influ-
ences of the negative or otherwise.
Often we see one cancelling the
previous and providing something
entirely new and different and this
process goes on. Precisely this
very phenomenon is seen in Euro-
pean empirical sciences, something
is a scientific knowledge now, and
some other scientific knowledge
comes later and cancels it all out.
This is what I meant by ‘breaks’ in
knowledge tradition. Whereas in
Bharat, there is continuity, there
are different perspectives and
varying views, but one does not
cancel the other as trash.
Bharatiya knowledge tradition is
continuous, consistent and evolv-
ing through a series of continuity

connection between the appar-
ently different. This is what makes
it Sanatana, ever prevailing, and
ongoing.
The question of games

We saw that man in his to-
tality is a mind body organism.
From the philosophical discus-
sions of both Europe and Bharat,
the importance of human mind is
very much brought home. Euro-
pean philosophy treats mind and
soul as one and the same, but
Bharatiya philosophy sees mind
and soul as different entities. All
told, in both knowledge traditions,
mind assumes most importance
position in human existence, and
one could even say that for all
practical reasons, man is his mind.

This makes it extremely im-
portant to have a healthy mind for
an authentic person. Now the
question is how to make healthy
minds in our nation for future gen-
erations? At the same time, how to
keep in control the unwanted influ-
ences? We all are aware that
Bharatiya Sanskriti is the most ef-
fective instrument to all these,
though our Sanskriti is an end in it-
self, not a means and is intrinsic to
us. It is also true that Sanskriti can
be instilled at a very early age, per-
haps right from the childhood itself.

Games are indeed a prelude
to all these. Wittgenstein is very
much overwhelmed with the game
concept; he goes to the extent of
making language also a game, with
his own logic of course. Basically,
games are interactive, one gets
into interaction with another. Sec-
ondly, games are rule governed ac-
tivities, where one can not violate
the rules without destroying the
game itself. Thirdly, both mind and
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body are equally involved in
games, and both mind and body
are exercised through games, with
happiness. Our schools have allot-
ted periods for sports and games,
but are they sufficient? This has
to be looked into and seen as to
how much of importance is being
given to children playing games in
the schools.

Obviously, games are the
best and instant mental exercise
for children to begin with. Games
are also the first socialising phe-
nomenon for any society. Just look
at the pebbles in a stream, they are
very polished. The same pebbles
not in interaction with one another
remain rough. Interaction thus
shall lead to civilisation and cul-
ture. Games are the very first step
to such a phenomenon of refined
existence through Sanskriti.
Importance of allotment of suffi-
cient time for games in school
curriculum

The importance of games in
human life had been discussed al-
ready. Now the next step shall be
to think in terms of allotting suffi-
cient time slots for games in
school curriculum. Here, the whole
thing could turn into impracti-
cable phenomena given the con-
temporary times. It is here that
certain amount of impositions
may be needed from the authori-
ties. Modern children are in-
creasingly self-centred, as they
are not allowed by the modern
society to interact with one an-
other for all kinds of reasons
from modern existence. The
internet and computers take away
most of their time, and they keep
running tight time schedules. Free
time for both parents and children

had long back turned into a myth.

Modern existence made
families nuclear, where everyone
may be running for time, akin to
some kind of race. Children are in-
structed more in practical dos and
don’ts than stories from
Mahabharata, Ramayana or
Panchatantra. I was shocked to
find a student who qualified as a
lawyer in her utter un-knowledge
of Mahabharata, I was trying to
give her some anecdotes to
bring some cultural points home.
When she did not know who the
characters are I am talking about,
and what story is that I am re-
lating to, it shocked me and I
found asking myself, what kind
of a Hindu she had become? Ob-
viously, children of such nature
do not know that people of
Bharat ignite lamps for prosper-
ity and do not blow out lamps
(candles) during birthdays. The
tendency to imitate Europe is irre-
sistible to many. At the same time
I also came across some other stu-
dents, who sit in gathering and col-
lectively go for meditations of

e lL‘i
hours at end, which is also equally
amazing. They meditated together
from evening six to ten, a good
four hours, all of them sitting un-
der mosquito nets, and told me
that they were unable to get up
when the alarm sounded at ten in
the night. There are such groups
of children also, but the gap be-
tween these two different types is
too wide and I really do not know
how to bridge such cultural gaps.

Thus the fact of the matter
is that, our society cannot expect
any assistance from nuclear fami-
lies in enculturing children. Other
institutions of present society are
also far flung in this matter. Who
can do what still remains a ques-
tion for which functional answers
are to be newly sought out. To
conclude, let me reiterate that the
situation is grave, it is not just a
matter of playing games, it indi-
cates serious cultural and human
decadence: and I really do not
know how to deal with this gnaw-

ing phenomenon..d
(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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Finally, in the true
spirit of federalism,
states have
emerged as equal
partners of the
Centre in develop-
ment. Some states
have reformed
central laws in
areas of labour and
land acquisition on
which the Centre
has had difficulty
moving ahead.
Others have swiftly
moved to reform
tenancy laws
through modern
land leasing laws.
Yet others have
pioneered the
spread of
digitisation and e-
mandis. Nearly all
are experimenting
with new ways to
rejuvenate agricul-
ture and vigorously
promoting the
Swachh Bharat
Mission.

U Arvind Panagariya

ew disagree that when
the present government
took office three years

back, the economy had been in great
difficulty. Going by the new GDP se-
ries, growth had fallen to 5.6% in
2012-13 and 6.6% in 2013-14 com-
pared to 8.3% during the preceding
nine years. Inflation and the current
account deficit were high. There was
deep paralysis in decision-making, in-
frastructure projects were stuck in all
areas, corruption scandals had been
breaking out all around and investors
were terrified of retrospective taxa-
tion.

Today the decision making pro-
cess has been unblocked, infrastruc-
ture building has gained momentum,
corruption has been reined in and fears
associated with retrospective taxation
have been assuaged. As a conse-
quence, growth has been restored.

rThe Economy at Three

-
- L

The economy grew 7.2% during 2014-
15, 7.9% during 2015-16 and 7.1%
during 2016-17. Alongside, inflation
has dropped from 8% during the first
four months of 2014 to below 4%
currently. Foreign direct investment
during the three financial years of the
government has summed to $156 bil-
lion with the flow during 2016-17 alone
being a record $56 billion.

These indicators do not reflect
the full potential of the economy cre-
ated by the policy initiatives of the gov-
ernment. There are lags between the
introduction of new policies and
realisation of their full impact. It was
many years of reforms, first under
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and
then under Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, that eventually translated into
the 8.3% annual growth for nine years
beginning in 2003-04.

On macroeconomic front, the
government has steadily brought fis-
cal deficit down from 4.5% in 2013-
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14 to 3.5% in 2016-17 and has
adopted the target of 3.2% in
2017-18 and 3% subsequently. It
has also introduced inflation tar-
geting, which has been central to
holding down inflation. The ex-
change rate has been managed
prudently. In 2013, in an episode
that has come to be called “taper
tantrum”, rupee had massively
depreciated just at the possibility
of an interest-rate hike by the
Federal Reserve of the United
States. In contrast, it has been
entirely unscathed recently de-
spite substantial actual interest
rate increases by the Fed.

A key focus area of the
government has been gover-
nance. The list of measures in-
cludes the end to bureaucratic
paralysis, streamlining of envi-
ronmental clearances, improving
the ease of doing business, self-
certification of true copies of di-
plomas and degrees, repeal of
1,175 redundant laws, close
monitoring of projects, ranking
of states in health, education and
water, end of plan and non-plan
distinction in the budget, merg-
ing of the railway and national
budget and advancing of date of
budget presentation to cut delays
in disbursement of funds to min-
istries and states. During the
three years, there has not been a
single allegation of high-level cor-
ruption.

Several key reforms have
been introduced through new
laws. Early legislations in this cat-
egory included those relating to
the auctions of coal and mineral

mines. Later on came big-ticket
items such as the Aadhaar Act,
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Act
and various Goods and Services
Tax (GST) acts. The government
has also moved steadily ahead on
the foreign direct investment
(FDI) front opening defence to
FDI, raising the FDI cap on in-
surance to 49%, and permitting
100% FDI in marketing food
products.

Closure of sick public sec-
tor units (PSUs) and privatisation
of healthier ones that do not
serve a public purpose have re-
turned to the active policy agenda
of the government. Surprising
many sceptics, Cabinet has al-
ready approved the plans for the
closure of nearly a dozen sick
PSUs. Privatisation has not
moved at a commensurate pace
but it too has made progress with
the Cabinet giving a go ahead on
20 PSUs. The government is also
proceeding with the listing of
currently unlisted PSUs in a time-
bound manner.

Rural development and so-
cial spending have acquired new
vigour with empowerment re-
placing entitlement as the under-
lying philosophy. Rural electrifi-
cation has greatly accelerated
with every village set to receive
electricity by May 1, 2018. Per-
day rural road construction has
accelerated to 133 km during
2016-17 compared with 73 km
during 2011-14. Within a short
time, two crore below poverty
line (BPL) rural households have
received LPG.

Housing for all initiative has
received huge impetus with 10
million new rural houses to be
constructed by 2019 in rural ar-
eas alone. Use of Aadhaar verifi-
cation has led to the elimination
of ghost and multiple accounts
in the Public Distribution System
(PDS), LPG distribution and
MGNREGA wage lists. Asset
construction under MGNREGA
has significantly improved.

Finally, in the true spirit of
federalism, states have emerged
as equal partners of the Centre in
development. Some states have
reformed central laws in areas of
labour and land acquisition on
which the Centre has had diffi-
culty moving ahead. Others have
swiftly moved to reform tenancy
laws through modern land leas-
ing laws. Yet others have pio-
neered the spread of digitisation
and e-mandis. Nearly all are ex-
perimenting with new ways to
rejuvenate agriculture and vigor-
ously promoting the Swachh
Bharat Mission.

In sum, while many prob-
lems remain to be solved in a
complex and vast economy such
as ours, today, there are good rea-
sons to be optimistic that in the
years ahead India will emerge as
the third largest economy in the
world. When a courageous prime
minister and numerous imagina-
tive and hard-working chief min-
isters work together to take the
economy forward, success can-
not be far from the country’s
grasp. 4

(Vice- Chairman, Niti Ayog)
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ABRSM Delegation Discussed Verious Issues
with Hon'ble HRD Minister

Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasangh request your honour to consider the
following issues and take necessary action to re-
solve them in the interest of education.

1. Anomalies of Sixth Pay Commission be
removed.

The Sixth Pay Commission recommendations
were required to be implemented uniformly
throughout the country, but in few states it is not
implemented accordingly. In School, Colleges and
universities where it is implemented, number of
anomalies remains unaddressed such as the junior
teacher is getting higher salary than senior teacher.
This is very important due to the fact that in the
presence of these anomalies, teachers will not get
accurate fixation of their salary.

2. Recommendation of VII Pay Commis-
sion be implemented uniformly throughout the
country.

The ministry of Human Resources Develop-
ment must ensure that all recommendation of the
Pay commission must be implemented uniformly
by all states of Union of India. There are several an
omalies in pay scales and service conditions of
teachers working in various states. Uniform pay
scale policy needs to be implemented across the
country on the principle of equal salary to equal
work. To implement these policies uniformly by
the State Govts. the central government may make
provision of special grants to the State Govern-
ments.

3. The pre 1st January 2004 pension
scheme be revived and extend to all Schools,
Colleges and Universities.

New pension scheme is considered a nega-
tive step in a welfare state. In its place pre 1st
January 2004 pension scheme be revived to all the
teachers to promote their welfare.

4. The age of superannuation be made 65
years across the Country.

Various States of our country are having dif-
ferent age of retirement for school, college and
university teachers. It is 60 years in Rajasthan, 55
years in Kerla, 58 years in Orrisa, 62 in UP, 65
years in Bihar and 65 years in central universities.
For overcoming the problem of less number of
teachers, to take advantage of their experience and
to make education career attractive the retirement
age of teachers be made 65 years uniformly across
the country. In the light of consistent increase in
life expectancy and increasing age of entry in edu-
cation service it will be judicious to make 65 years
as age of retirement.

5. Ensure regular and permanent appoint-
ment of teaching positions and sound training
to the teachers be ensured.

Lakhs of teaching positions of primary, sec-
ondary, college and university teachers are lying
vacant in Central govt. and State Govts. The gov-
ernments with the aim of reducing financial bur-
den are making temporary arrangements like
vidyarthi mitra, Para teachers, Contract teachers,
Guest Lecturer, Prabodhak, Shiksha Mitra, part-
time teachers etc. It is causing incalculable loss to
the quality of education and weakening the very
foundation of the whole structure of education.
Regular and permanent appointment of teachers is
required in place of temporary arrangement. For
the improvement of quality of education at all lev-
els the arrangement of teachers training must be
such which facilitate a teacher to contribute posi-
tively to the overall development of students and
refined them through latest knowledge.

6. The nomenclatures of various teach-
ing positions in colleges be made uniform
throughout the country as Assistant Professors,
Associate Professors and Professors on the lines
of UGC recommendations.

UGC has recommended uniform nomencla-
tures of teaching positions throughout the country
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with the objective to create uniformity amongst all
the teachers working in higher education with vari-
ous names. The change in nomenclature is not hav-
ing any financial burden on the Govts. and will
help in improving quality of education. By giving
the position of Assistant Professor, Associate Pro-
fessors and professors in the colleges, it will do
away illusion of positions and create uniformity in
the whole country.

7. Ensure benefits of career advancement
scheme (CAS) to the university and college
teachers :

The CAS stipulating the new scheme of per-
formance based appraisal system (PBAS) through
Academic Performance Indicators (API) rules to
be revisited. This scheme is not rational and full of
confusion which is evidenced by the fact that UGC
has itself amended it four times. This scheme must
be replaced immediately by a scheme which is prac-
tical and quality oriented.

8. The tenure of the college principal in
universities and colleges be not limited to 05
years but continue till the attainment of the
age of superannuation.

The UGC has limited the tenure of college
principal for 05 years. This is neither judicious nor
practical. The post of Principal is a selection post
and it has no lien on previous post. After the Comple-
tion of 5 years their futures should not remain un-
certain and for this it would be judicious to keep
their tenure till they attain the age of superannua-
tion.

9. Exemption form Ph.D. Courses work
to the working teachers :

The teachers working in the colleges and
universities be exempted from the Ph.D. course
work or they should be granted full pay leave with
a view to promote research work.

10. Treasury payment facility be provided
to the teachers of aided colleges and schools.

There are several anomalies in the payment
of salaries to the teachers of aided schools and
colleges. This has resulted the exploitation of teach-
ers by these educational institutions. To ensure full

and regular payment of salaries to all the teachers
treasury payment facility will be the better option.

11. The teachers of Schools, Colleges and
Universities be provided free Health Card fa-
cility to enable them proper medical treatment
and its proper implementation be ensured.

Providing proper medical facilities will in-
crease the capability of teachers, therefore, proper
and practically applicable system of medical facili-
ties he provided to all the teachers.

12. Counting of past service for career
progression :

In order to solve the hardships of teachers
who have put in long years of temporary or ad-
hoc services, their past service be counted for the
purpose of career progression. Such provision be
made in the UGC regulations itself.

13. Parity of other academic staff with the
teachers :

Parity of librarians and physical instructors
of the college, research associates and research
scientists, systems analysts and systems program-
mers with the teachers be maintained in terms of
pay structures, service conditions and promotions
avenues etc.

Issues Relating to Education.

14. The present education system be re-
structured by incorporating National identity,
Indian values, human and character building,
social concern, original thinking, research and
innovation.

Present day education system is becoming
limited to dissemination of information only. Due
to the neglect of main objective of human and char-
acter building of education, the education has been
marginalized. Itis losing its ability of creating cu-
riosity, power of review, criticism, developing
vision, original thinking, new initiatives, re-
search, innovations, building national identity,
cultural values and social concern. For men
making education system need to be restruc-
tured by incorporating national identity, Indian val-
ues, social concern, original thinking, research and
innovations.
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15. Autonomous and independent Regu-
latory Commission Consisting of educationists
be established at National and State levels to
regulate and control the education system.

In past years private educational institutions
have mushroomed. Taking advantage of the weak
administrative system and rules innumerable
schools, colleges and universities have made edu-
cation a good business of amassing wealth. These
educational institutions have no serious concern
for the education and the parents and students are
totally distress and helpless. The setting up of edu-
cational institutions, their administration, fee struc-
ture, decision on curriculum, evaluation system,
selecting the faculty, pay scales etc is either con-
trolled by central and state Govts. or under the
sole control of private management. To save the
education from doom separate independent and au-
tonomous regulatory commission consisting of in-
tellectuals be established by both central and State
Governments to regulate and control the whole edu-
cation system.

16. 10 percent of GDP by the Central Govt.
and 30 percent of the State budgets be spent
on education so as to make basic amenities like
teachers, books, playgrounds, building etc avail-
able to the students.

Even after 70 years of attaining independence
the education is not finding reasonable number of
teachers, books, buildings, play grounds etc. De-
spite being an emerging economy the central and
state Govts. are spending less than 4% of GDP on
education. This is depriving thousands of people
from the opportunity of gaining knowledge and re-
search and innovations are adversely affected. The
quality of education is deteriorating and the posi-
tion of the students of India who were considered
best in the world are ranked amongst the last coun-
tries of the world. To improve the present educa-
tion scenario 10 percent of GDP should be spent
on education.

17. Autonomy of education be restored
across the country and the participation of
teachers in decisions pertaining to education

be ensured and political and administrative in-
terference be stopped.

Today the political and administrative inter-
ference in education is very high and all educa-
tional decisions are having the monopoly of these
people. Even the syllabus and teaching material is
selected by the Govt. To restore the autonomy of
education the political and administrative interfer-
ence has to be stopped. In all educational decisions
the active participation of teachers has to be en-
sured and democratic pattern of education system
needs to be accepted.

18. The provisions of Right to Free and
Compulsory Education Act be made consistent
and practical and to ensure its proper imple-
mentation needed funds and facilities be pro-
vided.

We welcome the Right to free and Compul-
sory Education Act but certain provisions of the
Act need to be revisited and made consistent and
practically applicable. The decision of not declar-
ing any student fail up to class VIII, fulfilling many
formalities under Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE) system by the teachers, severe
constraints of basic amenities for its proper imple-
mentation need to be considered holistically. To
make this law consistent and practically applicable
few provisions of this Act need to be reviewed.

19. The primary education be imparted in
mother language.

The child learns in its own mother language
easily and his skill of creativity increases, there-
fore, primary education be imparted in mother lan-
guage only.

20. The commercialisation of education
be controlled.

The negative result of commercialization of
education is very much seen in these days. Today
the educational institutions are virtually becoming
the institutions of distributing certificates and de-
grees. The system of regulation and control of such
institution may be entrusted to an independent and
autonomous regulatory commission consisting of
intellectuals.
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HRD ministry seeks cabinet nod for 20 world-class institutions

India has taken a firm step
towards building 20 world-class
educational institutions, which will
be termed Institutions of Emi-
nence, with the human resource
development ministry moving the
proposal to the Union Cabinet for
approval. Firmly bearing the stamp
of the Prime Minister’s Office, this
is a new framework to catapult In-
dian institutions to global recog-
nition by freeing the best of them
from the University Grants
Commission’s restrictive regulatory
regime and ushering in an unprec-
edented level of institutional au-
tonomy. Here are some of the finer
details:

WHAT WILLMAKE THEM ‘EMI-
NENT’

The UGC (Institutions of
Eminence Deemed to be Universi-
ties) regulations, 2017 will govern
all such institutions that are con-
ferred with this status, ensuring
their complete academic, adminis-
trative and financial autonomy.
These regulations will override all
other UGC regulations and free the
institutions of UGC'’s restrictive in-
spection regime, the regulatory
control over fee and curriculum.
The institutions will have to
achieve a place in the top 500 of
any of the global rankings within
10 years of being declared an in-
stitution of eminence and eventu-
ally reach the top 100 slot

* They will have a
teacher:student ratio of 1:20 to be-
gin with and 1:10 in five years, with
a student enrolment of 15,000 in 15
years. There will be a good mix of
Indian and international faculty,
and only those who come with a
degree from top 500 institutions in
global rankings will be considered
eligible foreign faculty.

* The institutions will be
free to select students through a
merit-based transparent admission
process to ensure no meritorious
student is turned away for lack of
funds. Up to 30% foreign students
vis-a-vis the strength of domestic
students can be admitted. The in-
stitution will be free to decide its
fee structure but will have to de-
clare it in a transparent manner.
Any reports of capitation fee will
be treated as serious violation. An
Ombudsman will be set up to ca-
ter to student grievances.

* One paper will have to be
published per faculty member per
year on average in a reputed peer
reviewed international journal,
with publications included in
SCOPUS, Web Science, etc to be
counted as a research publication.
A world-class library with sub-
scriptions to reputed journals re-
lated to courses offered will have
to be maintained along with cut-
ting-edge research in frontier ar-
eas.

* Along-term lead campus
(30 years minimum) with adequate
space for expansion.

* While private institutions
will not get any government fund-
ing they will be able to access
government funds for specific
studies and projects they may ex-
ecute.

* Full freedom to the insti-
tution to decide course structure,
the credit hours needed for a de-
gree, fixing of curriculum and syl-
labus and up to 20% online
courses as part of its programmes
and fully online certificate
courses. Full freedom to hire fac-
ulty, even industry personnel as
faculty and choose any career pro-
gression scheme, salary structure

for its faculty. None of its aca-
demic collaborations will need
government approval unless
they are with countries on the
foreign ministry’s or home
ministry’s ‘negative list’.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE

* Ten government run and
ten private institutions will be con-
ferred this status, with Rs 10,000
crore funding earmarked for the
former. * While a government-
owned institution will apply to
HRD ministry for the special sta-
tus, a private deemed to be univer-
sity or private state university will
have to be backed by a sponsor-
ing organisation with a total net
worth of Rs 5,000 crore and cred-
ible members, an identified first
chancellor and vice chancellor, and
a detailed 15-year vision plan be-
sides a five-year rolling implemen-
tation plan.

* The governance structure
of the institution and its sponsor-
ing organisation will be different.
WHO WILL SELECT

* An empowered expert
committee with three to five emi-
nent persons appointed for three
years with the final approval of the
appointments committee of the
Cabinet headed by the PM will se-
lect the 20 institutes. The EEC will
recommend the names to the UGC,
which will forward its decision to
the HRD ministry that will issue a
letter of intent to such institutions
and decide on the final conferment
of the status after a memorandum
of understanding. * EEC will moni-
tor and review the institutions of
eminence to ensure quality, decide
on appeals, changes in transfer of
sponsorship and liquidation of
corpus fund if necessitated among
other things.
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ABRSM Delegation Meeting with the

Hon'ble Minister of HRD Shri Prakash Javadekar

A four member delegation
consisting of Shri Mahendra
Kapoor, Shri J.P. Singhal, Dr. Manoj
Sinha and Dr. Anurag Mishra met
Hon'ble Minister of HRD Shri
Prakash Javadekar Ji on 3rd May,
2017 at Delhi. The meeting was held
in a very cordial atmosphere. A
memorandum of 20 points relating
to the problems of education and
educators were discussed and on
the many issues the Hon'ble minis-
ter was very positive. Some of the
issues addressed and decided in
the meeting were as follows —

1. The Seventh Pay review com-
mittee report shall be placed in
the Cabinet meeting and is go-
ing to be announced very
soon.

2. The financial and academic
anomalies of 6th Pay review
comities will be taken care of.

3. The old pension scheme (Pre-
2004 scheme) shall be at least
revived to ensure mobility of
faculty members between dif-
ferent schools, colleges and
universities.

4. Regular appointments of

teachers will be their priority
and ministry is very particular
about this and planning for the
same.

5. Age of superannuation shall
be 65 years across all academic
institutions in India. Ministry
will sent advisory to the State
Govt. to do the same.

6. API- PBAS system will be
reviseted and appropriate mea-
sures will be taken to make it
reasonable and practical to en-
sure promotion of teachers.

7. ABRSM delegation has been
successful in convincing the
ministry to keep the tenure of
principals till they attain the
age of superannuation and not
limited to 5 or 10 years. The
Hon'ble Minister was very
much positive on this issue. He
was in agreement to give lien
to the principals.

8. For Ph.D. course work by
regular teachers, the course
work period of six months will
be cover within the study leave
period.

9. The Hon'ble minister agreed to

10.

11.

initiate the direct debit transfer
facilities (DDTF) of salary to the
accounts of teachers of aided
schools and colleges. This will
help in doing away the exploi-
tation of teachers of aided
schools and colleges.

The ABRSM delegation has
very strongly raised the issue
of counting of past services,
parity of other staff such as
Liberian, PTI, RA etc with the
teachers, proper facilities of
medical treatment. Hon'ble
Minister assured the delega-
tion to look into the matters.
The ABRSM delegating has
also raised the issue of au-
tonomy of education, estab-
lishment of autonomous and
independent regulatory com-
mission for education, increase
in the budget for education, re-
visit the right to free and com-
pulsory Education Act, do
away with commercialisation of
education and imparting of pri-
mary education in mother lan-
guage etc. The responce of
Hon'ble Minister was positive.
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Seminar on ‘Need of Reforms in

Education Sector’ held in Poonch (J&K)

The government of Jammu
and Kashmir is committed to bring
reforms in education sector and
has achieved success in streamlin-
ing its derailed system this was
stated by Smt Priya Sethi, Minis-
ter of State for Education. She was
addressing in a Seminar on ‘Need
of Reforms in Education Sector’ at
Dakbunglow Poonch.

The Seminar was organized
on 21 May, 2017 in poonch by All
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh
Teachers Federation under the Ae-
gis of Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh.

She said, “The state gov-
ernment has already initiated vari-
ous reforms like making Model
schools in the state, ICTS labs and
in shape of clusterisation etc and
such seminars are necessary for
the feedback so that the real is-
sues should come out from such
seminars”

She announced that Char-
tered Accountants are being ap-

pointed at CEO level for the proper
monitoring of the official accounts.
She also appreciated the role of
Teachers for bringing good aca-
demic results in various exams.

Hundreds of Teachers,
Masters, Principals and education-
ists attended the Seminar. Smt Priya
Sethi, MOS Education, who was
the chief guest on the occasion in-
augurated the Seminar by lighten-
ing the traditional lamp, Pardeep
Sharma, Member Legislative Coun-
cil was the guest of Honour.

Appreciating the already
initiated reforms in the education
sector, Speakers highlighted that
there was a dire need of overhaul
in the department, as the Jammu
and Kashmir State is passing
through a tough time and teaching
community feeling dejected and
being avoided by the state gov-
ernment in the formulation of edu-
cation policies, despite being the
most important instrument of the
system.

ITIs to be remodelled into

formal schools :

The Industrial Training In-
stitutes (ITIs) which offer skill
education will soon be developed
into formal schools like those af-
filiated to CBSE and ICSE to en-
able the ITI graduates to pursue
regular courses in other schools
and colleges. A proposal in this re-
gard, which was mooted by the
Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, has been ac-
cepted by the HRD Ministry and
is likely to benefit over 2 million
students graduating from over
13,000 ITIs every year.

"A separate board on the
lines of CBSE and ICSE will be set
up which will award certificates at
par with those given to students

HRD Ministry

clearing class 10 and 12 from regu-
lar boards. This will help ITI
graduates to pursue regular
courses in other schools and col-
leges," a senior HRD Ministry of-
ficial said. Once the proposal is
formalised, the National Council
for Vocational Training (NCVT)
will be authorised to conduct aca-
demic examination and certification
for class 10 and 12 for the ITI stu-
dents. "Following consultations
with CBSE, UGC, NCERT and state
education boards, bodies like UGC
and AICTE will be informed that
they should instruct all colleges
and universities to recognise ITI
graduates as class 12 pass outs,"
the official added.
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