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Education, Humanities and Creativity
U Dr. TS Girishkumar

The point is, “creativity cannot be
created artificially”. Creativity hasto -
be spontaneous, genuine and au- |
thentic. Training shall only polish
them, but training shall not create the
requisite ‘Sthaibhava’ as directed in %
the Upanishads. Sthaibhava is the g
permanent disposition of the mind: perhaps it may be in born. We come to
the point that creativity cannot be taught, a point that one has to accept.
Poetries are simple words after all; but we have seen how magical those
very words which we already knew become to create another world amaz-
ing, when it comes to minds like those of Kalidasa.
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The point is, “cre-
ativity cannot be
created artificially”.
Creativity has to be
spontaneous, genu-
ine and authentic.
Training shall only
polish them, but
training shall not
create the requisite
‘Sthaibhava’ as
directed in the
Upanishads.
Sthaibhava is the
permanent disposi-
tion of the mind:
perhaps it may be in
born. We come to
the point that
creativity cannot be
taught, a point that
one has to accept.
Poetries are simple
words after all; but
we have seen how
magical those very
words which we
already knew
become to create
another world
amazing, when it
comes to minds like
those of Kalidasa.

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

reativity is a thought
that can be made appli
cable to perhaps every

realm. The Sanskrit term ‘Charvita
Charvana’ — just repeating the same
thing on and on — indicates lack of cre-
ativity. Such repetition, repetition
anarchically smothers growth, or cre-
ativity. The Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition would not have been so de-
veloped, if there were no serious room
for innovation and creativity, where
what was authentically new remained
always welcome.

The Buddhists are vocal about a
theory of momentariness,
kshanikavada. This of course is influ-
enced from the Upanishadic wisdom of
temporality, but the Buddhists ex-
panded it and became more vocal. Mo-
mentariness implies impermanence, fur-
ther implying permanence as the ulti-
mate reality. This indicate change as an
inevitable way with phenomenal world,
and inescapable reality. There could be

il w e

Education, Humanities and Creativity

two ways in which one may look at the
notion of change; one sudden or dras-
tic change, which is revolutionary, an-
other is slow, steady and gradual
change which is evolutionary. Most Eu-
ropean theories centre around revolu-
tionary change, but for Bharat, change
had ever been evolutionary, confirming
and affirming from stage to stage, step
by step.

Education must also undergo
such changes from time to time, given
the requirement of both space and time.
Time may be something universal to be-
gin with, but space is all the more im-
portant. What is needed at one space
may entirely be different at another
space. Naturally, what is needed for
Bharat has to be Bharatiya.

Education

Professor Santosh rightly points
out the plight of Kashmiri youth, who
are supposed to be students. We find
them pelting stones instead of going to
schools or colleges with books to learn.
They are intoxicated in sermons given
by crafty clerics, who do so for their
own nefarious ends, keeping these hap-
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less youths ignorant of their real
goals and objectives. They are
prompted to go for somethings
projected as lofty, and they are ef-
fectively kept under hegemony
through ideology, money and even
authority. Had there been anything
even close to either innovation or
creativity, this would never have
been the case with the youth of
some parts in Kashmir.

We have an example from
Christianity as instance of creativ-
ity into religion. History tells us of
Papacy and medieval dark period
of Europe, during when Catholi-
cism acted barbaric and inhuman.
One could say that they were not
really much different from either
Taliban or the IS. But then,
through time, they allowed creativ-
ity and innovation into their the-
ology and subsequently into their
religion, first making several things
flexible within their religion, and in
due course changing many prac-
tices. Actually, there is absolutely
no room in any of the Semitic reli-
gions for any change, but Chris-
tianity had made it happen, per-
haps it was necessary for their sur-
vival as a religion in increasingly
materialistic Europe. Perhaps they
realised that they are running out
of ‘clientele’ and were compelled
to make innovations as we see
both from history and practice.

Similar innovation and cre-
ativity also must happen with edu-
cation of all levels. This had not
been done, unfortunately. What
might be happening in Europe in
the area of education is one thing,
but we are intimately concerned
with what is happening with our
education scenario. People who
had been involved with education

in Bharat seem to have gone for
very short cuts, just by either
copying or imitating what they
thought as the best from Europe
to begin with. Two things happen
here, on the one hand there is al-
ready a formidable influence from
the McCauley and Max Muller
combination pattern of education
system, and on top of that there
is copying from Europe.
Creativity

There cannot be any growth
or progress without creativity.
Growth or development makes
phenomenon dynamic, without
which phenomenon turns into
static and still, just dead. Take the
instance of languages for example:
a language that is constantly
changing and evolving remains
live, and when there is no human
activity of ‘language game’, the
language becomes static and
dead. Education, where knowl-
edge is imparted is also akin to
these. If what is getting taught is
just repetition of what had been in
record for long, we won’t be able
to make much headway. These
may be McCauley programme or
copy from elsewhere, but till such
time it is made creative, the whole
thing shall turn into fiasco.

For Bharat, we have seri-
ously huge room for creativity. To
begin with, our Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition itself de-
mands creativity from time to time.
Bharat had long recognised multi-
plicity, plurality as well as creativ-
ity. This offers tremendous flexibil-
ity and we see these in our knowl-
edge tradition. None of the knowl-
edge texts are closed, they always
remained open to interpretations,
and there had been interpretations
to perhaps every text from time to
time. This indeed is evident from
numerable Bhashyas, Tikas,
Glossers and so on for every text.
For most texts of the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion, there had been interpretations
once in every fifty years in the least.
The interpreting acharyas were so
creative, that most often the inter-
pretations became much more in-
structive and enlightening than
the original text itself.

Maharishi Akshapada
Gautama’s Nyayasutra itself is one
instance to this. I had come across
some thirty-five plus interpreta-
tions of the original text of
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Mabharishi Gautama, and this apart,
there also came interpretations of
interpretations and so on. The ex-
tent of creativity with these
Bhashyas remains amazing to any
perceiving mind. Nyayasutra has
Bhashyas first from people of
Vedic Dharma, but subsequently
we find Acharyas from Buddhism
taking to interpret the text with tre-
mendous  creativity. After
Shankaracharya, we again find the
Vedic scholars taking reins of in-
terpretations and it went on.
European theologians cre-
ated theories of and for interpre-
tations, and subsequently it was
made into a system of theories un-
der the name hermeneutics. It be-
gan as originally interpreting legal
texts as well as religious dogmas,
mainly hoisted by theology study
centres. Later in Philosophy,
hermeneutics became another
theory, known as ‘theories of in-
terpretation’ that is supposed to be
instructing on ‘how to interpret’.
Could there be laws, norms as do
and don’ts of interpretation? Our
prize question shall be, will such
interpretations framed through
theories of interpretation be cre-
ative? Natyashastra is the first
ever text on dance. Would schol-
arship on Natyashastra result in
creating good dancing? Is it nec-

essary for a Samavedin to be a
good singer?

The point is, “creativity
cannot be created artificially”. Cre-
ativity has to be spontaneous,
genuine and authentic. Training
shall only polish them, but train-
ing shall not create the requisite
‘Sthaibhava’ as directed in the
Upanishads. Sthaibhava is the
permanent disposition of the mind:
perhaps it may be in born. We
come to the point that creativity
cannot be taught, a point that one
has to accept. Poetries are simple
words after all; but we have seen
how magical those very words
which we already knew become to
create another world amazing,
when it comes to minds like those
of Kalidasa. We all know how
those ‘Ritus’ are but Kalidasa
wrote Ritusamhara, creating a vi-
sion not very imagined by many.
Creativity in education

Indeed, education has to be
creative. The flash of insight that
comes within the scientist makes
him a genius and creator of new
scientific principles. No one knows
how and from where this flash of
genius happens. On a routine, a
student of science, if he has to be
a scientist, goes creative naturally.
But how about humanities? A stu-
dent of humanities is not encoun-

tered with instruments which might
generate creative impulses, the hu-
manities' student is just left alone.

There will always be creative
teachers, and everyone shall
vouch for such creative teachers
who made impacts and differences
in their lives. But their numbers
shall always be less. As a result,
the only refuge and solace shall be
to create syllabi those can enable
creativity, for both teachers as well
as students. For Bharat, this shall
be not a very difficult task, we just
will have to find the ‘will’. We also
will have to go for the not so easy
task of going into the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion digging for relevant instruc-
tions towards improvising our hu-
manities syllabi.

Philosophy is yet another
sad plight. The influence of Euro-
pean philosophy is so much, even
in Bharat Bharatiya Darsana is also
taught under the name of philoso-
phy apart from so many copy pa-
pers from European universities. It
is only when a teacher is so ada-
mant to provide the Bharatiya per-
spective to those, there may be
some positive teaching, which in-
deed shall require a different kind
of vocation. Nonetheless, it
should be born in mind that and
proposed changes in humanities
has to begin with philosophy
teaching in Bharat, and then only
an extension to other area gets
possible. To this end, one has to
look into the situation of academic
philosophy in Bharat and do few
things to get it better. Unfortu-
nately, philosophy does not pro-
duce revenue for anyone. U

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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It was suggested in
the recent meeting
that this should be
switched over to
Research University
as per RUSA (i.e.
Rashtriya Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan)
norms. In the
scheme existing
Institution can only
be converted in to
this having potential
for this, where
grants come from
the Central Govern-
ment and rest is
local i.e. Students/
Faculty and Employ-
ees etc. Needless to
say that this Institu-
tion has shown its
excellence on many
occasions at differ-
ent platforms may it
be UPSC Engineer-
ing services exams
or otherwise. Its
offspring namely
MNIT, Jaipur and
UCE, RTU Kota are
examples of this.

Innovative Institution or Pathetic MBMEC

U Prof. A. K. Gupta

ecently the news shocked
Rme with many others that
MBMEC has been put
under No Admission category from
session 2018-19. This has been done by
AICTE after visit of experts on 10" June
this year, the visit was undertaken un-
der the directions of Honourable
Rajasthan High Court. The pioneer in-
stitution who taught ABC of Engineer-
ing in the state of Rajasthan has been
done so as to say. The Institution which
started before the oldest IIT in the
country has done so, this alone puts
many questions to ponder.

The Institution came into lime
light in the year 2001 when its Alumni
demanded this to be converted it in to
an IIT in the state as has been done in
some states. The Institution has pro-
duced many shining alumnus e.g. Shri
Nand Lal Joshi alias babaji, Shri Gopal
Arya, Shri Ashok Jain presently Chief
Secretary in the state and Col. Sona
Ram Chowdhary presently MP from
the state along with many alumni may
be more than 25,000 in number all over
the world leading the world a new di-
mension in the field of Engineering.

The Institution has travelled a
long distance from 15-08-1951 to the
present date, starting from degree in
Civil Engineering to developing in mul-
tiple branches in various Engineering

disciplines in GAS/ SFS categories mak-
ing it over 700 students to be admitted
in a year in different courses at UG/ PG
and PhD level. The Institution which
was selected as one of the ten centers
in the Country to teach at PG/ Ph D level
under QIP(Poly) from Polytechnics all
over the country. As is normal The In-
stitution has witnessed its excellence at
UG level/ PG level/ Research level/ FAS
to its faculty to serve various institu-
tion abroad/ Foreign students and other
institutions, R & D grants through vari-
ous schemes of different agencies/
Good number of PhDs produced to the
present state of putting this pioneer in-
stitution in helm of affairs. Reasons are
obvious: interference of regional Politics
and Administrations has put this insti-
tution in the present state.

It was suggested in the recent
meeting that this should be switched
over to Research University as per
RUSA (i.e. Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abhiyan) norms. In the scheme existing
Institution can only be converted in to
this having potential for this, where
grants come from the Central Govern-
ment and rest is local i.e. Students/ Fac-
ulty and Employees etc. Needless to
say that this Institution has shown its
excellence on many occasions at differ-
ent platforms may it be UPSC Engineer-
ing services exams or otherwise. Its off-
spring namely MNIT, Jaipur and UCE,
RTU Kota are examples of this.
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The important day in the
history of MBMEC is well
recognised by one and all i.e. 14-
07-1962 when this Engineering in-
stitution was merged with the then
Newly established University of
Jodhpur on the pretext of some
personal interest. The college be-
came colony of the University,
only recently when the now Jai
Narain Vyas University was con-
verted in to the Divisional Univer-
sity and with induction of Online
its status changed and it became
financially stronger but not
enough to meet out its pension
beneficiaries. The institution
could not participate in TEQUIP
I and II, the scheme which was
helpful to face lift similar other in-
stitutions.

Recently with filing of PIL
with Honourable Rajasthan High
Court triggered activities into im-
provement of the Institution. Ev-
erybody in the western Rajasthan
across Aravali series is concerned
about this. In particular this insti-
tution if given due importance can
fetch laurels to the state. The case
may be very well taken care of,
May it be unconventional energy
sources e.g. Solar /Wind generated
turbines or solar thermal converted
in to electrical energy. Steel grade
lime, Petroleum products, as well
as some other local problems
which can pave way to for some
international level e.g. Earthquake
Resistant Construction, Winds,
Expansive soils, Floods and rural
development, environmental etc.
Civil and Structural Engineering
Departments alone can put in the
category of earning extra money
through professional consultancy
category.

The institution served to
nurture every upcoming institution
e.g. IIT in its campus It has served
the guest institution more his own
child may it sharing faculty / staff
for classes etc. Needless to say
that the institution has all the po-

tential to become Research Univer-
sity with support of other depart-
ments/ faculties namely Manage-
ment/ Pharmacy/ Computer Appli-
cations etc. Separation from JNV
University should not be an issue
as this has been approved by its
BOG i.e. Syndicate.

Presence of Local numerous
prestigious Institutions e.g.
CAZRI, AFRI, DMRC, IIT, AIIMS,
National Ayurveda University, Na-
tional Law University, S.P. Police
University and of course Director-
ate of Technical Education which
can be a major tool to fulfill Prime
Minister's dream of Unnat Bharat
through Make in India and
Kaushal Vikas Kendra through
present system of ITIs/ Polytech-
nics.

All private institutions can
be attached to this to maintain uni-
formity in the skills at all level.
Skilled personnel can be developed
in different branches including
bar bender, masons etc. This will
help in maintaining common
standards with other similar in-
stitutions e.g. Foot Wear Insti-
tution, Fashion Technology In-
stitutions etc. The main focus
will shift to Research on local
problems providing solutions to
international fraternity.

Engaging youths at differ-
ent levels will streamline their en-
ergy and preventing them from un-
social activities by involving them
in to constructive activities. The
outcome will be of practical impor-
tance as this could be applied to
the field directly. The greater inter-
action between local industrialists
and faculty members and other in-
stitutions will be more helpful. A
boon to the industrialists and lo-
cal youth and investors.

Retired teachers can be en-
gaged in tutorial/ practical classes
thus satisfying their pension ben-
efits, Guest faculties which are
available in plenty can be given
opportunity to serve the society.

Overall development of the society
can targeted. Many dreams can be
put to the reality. By doing this
many examinations can be focused
upon by extending through Coach-
ing or by other means to serve the
society in a better way.

This will be helpful in pro-
motion of local language in better
understanding of the technicali-
ties. Education can be put to the
reach of common person which is
one of the objective of RUSA. E.
D. Cell or Incubation Centre, Inno-
vation Club, Photography club or
similar other clubs can be created
/merged to achieve the goals.
Communication skills can be im-
proved, Local problems can be put
forward for solution to achieve the
goals in the interests of local ben-
efits.

Solar Passive House could
be created, Science Centre was
also developed along with E.D.
Cell. Similarly NDT cum State Ret-
rofitting Clinic was also estab-
lished. This helped by providing
many useful contributions to the
society, leave aside the local ben-
efits but other adjoining states
could get benefits. Simply curbing
post retirement benefits in terms of
academics interests only to the
otherwise talented persons is sim-
ply a harm put to the society. The
cost benefit ratio study should be
conducted to see the effects.

As concluding remarks it
can be put that such potential
qualified institution and faculty
may be allowed to get an oppor-
tunity by converting present Insti-
tution i.e. MBM Engineering Col-
lege be converted to Research Uni-
versity which is a part of RUSA.
Needless to say that by doing so
society will get overall benefits in
the time to come. In the last role
of father remains to guide to get
a position of leader rather than to
act as a follower. 1

(Professor, Structural Engineer-
ing, J. N. V. University, Jodhpur)
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All Jammu Kashmir and
Ladakh Teachers Federation under
the banner of Akhil Bhartiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh,
Udhampur unit celebrated
Guruvandan Karyakaram on July
16, 2017 in which the teachers, stu-
dents, eminent educationists and
citizens participated.

In this programme Sh
Mahendra Kapoor Akhil Bharatiya
Sangathan Mantri Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh
was the chief spokesperson and Sh.
J R Bhardwaj Chief Education Of-
ficer Udhampur was the Chief Guest
during the occasion.

Shaikshik Mahasangh cel-
ebrates Guruvandan programme

during 'Gurupurnima' in all over the
country every year. The same
programme was celebrated by the
Udhampur unit of the Federation.

Sh. Mahendra Kapoor
Rashtriya Sangathan Mantri during
his address as a chief Spokesper-
son said that the main purpose to
celebrate Guruvandan Karyakaram
is to uphold and preserve the thou-
sands of years old Indian Guru val-
ues, culture and tradition,which
developed Ancient India as a model
society .Since time immemorial, the
Gurus/Teachers/Acharyas always
kept the nation ahead by giving
effective education based on In-
dian tradition, culture and values
due to the hard and tough work of

AJKLTF Celebrated 'Guruvandan' in Udhampur

our Gurus, India produced several
Rishis and great personalities.
Keeping in mind the values and
great work of Maharishi Ved Vyas,
we want to preserve this system.

Sh J R Bhardwaj Chief Edu-
cation Officer Udhampur as a Chief
Guest said that we are the respect-
able and responsible persons of
society, we should work with full
dedication, honestly, sinceritly, zeal
and enthuasism . This is the main
motive behind the Gurubandan
programme.He talked about differ-
ent types of Gurus, Spiritual Guru,
Intellectual Guru etc.

Dev Raj Thakur State Presi-
dent welcomed all the guests and
participants.

Bangiya Shikshak O Shikshakarmi Sangha Karyakarta Abhyasvarga

To inculcate the eternal val-
ues developed through spiritual
and moral education and to make
nationalistic ideal teachers Bangiya
Shikshak O Shikshakarmi Sangha
organized a two-day ‘Karyakarta
Abhyasvarga’ of Gourbanga
Vibhag ( Uttar Dinajpur, Dakshin
Dinajpur and Malda District of
West Bengal ) on June 25 and June
26, 2017 at Thangapara High
School in the district of Dakshin
Dinajpur, WestBengal. More than

80 teachers from the different part
of Gourbanga attended the
‘Abhyasvarga’. Being attended the
Abhyasvarga, State President
Abani Bhushan Mandal, State Gen-
eral Secretary Arup Sengupta and
Sanrakshak Aloke Kr. Das led the
way to the teachers. The varga was
also adorned with the august pres-
ence of Shree Satyanarayan
Majumdar, distinguished educa-
tionist, Swami Jyotirmayanandiji
Maharaj of Kunor Bharat

Sevashram Sangha, Dr. Bapi
Mishra, Assistant Professor of
University of Gourbanga and Shree
Pradip Adhikari, Uttarbanga Pranta
Karyabaha of RSS. In his inaugural
speech  Shree  Satyanarayan
Majumdar explained the difference
between ‘Conference’ and
‘Abhyasvarga’ and upheld the im-
portance of Abhyasvarga. In this
context he referred that “in
Abhyasvarga we generally cogitate
ourselves and churn our ideals”.
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