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On a wider and
more practical
level, we have to
do much. On the
first place, we have
to look for people
who are trying to
practice these
ancient Bharatiya
methods and
promote them on a
deeper level.
Further, we must
provide some
awareness regard-
ing ancient
Bharatiya wisdom
to our generations,
right from the very
basic schooling. At
such a level, we
must let our gen-
erations know that
Bharat has such
and such knowl-
edge traditions, and
they are available
in text forms for
anyone to study.

Towards Bharatiya Education Tomorrow

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

harat does not have the
practice of written or re
corded history as done

in Europe. Keeping records of things in
written form is the practice of Europe,
of the old. But this does not say that
Bharat did not have the means, prac-
tice and ways in which incidents of im-
portance get recorded. The methodol-
ogy of Bharat had ever been distinctly
different from what is done in Europe,
primarily from the antiquity of
Bharatiya knowledge tradition. This
phenomenon, must get accounted for,
when we try to discuss anything
Bharatiya.

We know about the Shruti and
Smriti Parampara. We also know why
that used to be the case, and we also
know that a language was created to fit
into the requirements of the need of
such Parampara. Perhaps we are not
very well taught of the methodologies
involved in Bharatiya knowledge tradi-
tion, which indeed appears enigmatic,
though that shall really be not the case.

Recorded history is the point of

g7

discussion right now; and Bharat cre-
ated a method of keeping historical
events preserved through creation of
legends pertaining to historical events.
With every important historical phenom-
enon taking place, a legend is created
and floated which is remembered from
generations to generations. Keys to un-
locking such legends remained with the
scholars, and they kept incidents alive
and active, from time to time, through
different kinds of narratives, poetries,
narratives as well as Prahasanas. One
can easily make a voyage through many
of our legends to look for implications
towards events, through finding help
from texts making such things explicit,
and there are plenty of texts available
to us to this end.

Like history, Bharat has very dis-
tinct methods as well as techniques to-
wards knowledge. Just look at the texts
available to us: they discuss so many
things. Indeed, it shall be amazing to
find that whatever those texts say are
getting proved through contemporary
empirical scientific investigations. It is
also interesting to find that Bharatiya
ancient knowledge is found more accu-
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rate than contemporary empirical
sciences.
Bhartiya method of knowing

Let us start from what is
available to us as knowledge from
ancient Bharat. From the post —
Vedic time, we have numerous
texts discussing various aspects
of knowledge, and their contents
get verified as accurate with the
empirical sciences of present day.
There are also instances when the
ancient Bharatiya knowledge be-
comes more accurate than what
contemporary empirical sciences
go about demonstrating.

There are two points in
Bharatiya knowledge tradition,
those I consider as inescapable:
everything whatever begins with
the Vedas and everything what-
ever has one desideratum; destina-
tion, which is Moksha. All of us,
are ever in between these two
points in existence.

The Vedas, one need not
demonstrate, are knowledge texts.
It is said that the Vedas are experi-
ences of the Maharishis. How did
they gather these experiences,

x‘:

g

derstand gather knowledge
through observation and experi-
ment, for which one depends on
one’s five sense organs. Scientific
instruments are fundamentally
those which enhances the abilities
of sense organs to a level of very
high comprehension, as the sense
organs in themselves have natural
limits. Thus, scientific instruments
facilitate the sense organs to tran-
scend natural limitation, to which
ever direction.

When the knowledge texts
of Bharat records accurate knowl-
edge from varying field, certainly
not in the manner of contemporary
empirical sciences, the methods
adopted shall obviously be dis-
tinct and different.

Yoga is a philosophy that
teaches ‘Yogaj’, or Yogic percep-
tion. Yogic perception is knowing
without the use of human sense
organs, which could be termed

P4

which are essentially knowledge
of varying kinds, in a time when
there was nothing like the empiri-
cal sciences of our present-day ex-
perience? The sciences as we un-

(‘%
3

perception trans — sensory. In an-
other word, it shall be seeing with-
out using the eyes, hearing with-
out using the ears and so on. This
makes it compulsory for any stu-
dent who wants to know to study
Yoga and practice it as the first
step towards the curriculum in any
university, or Gurukul. True that
basic knowledge could be taught
to the student through the Smriti
Shruti tradition by the Acharya,
but to take them further, the stu-
dent has to make his laboratory
that is his mind readied through
the practice of Yogaj. Naturally,
both teachers and students turn
out to be Yogis, and some of the
Acharyas become Mabharishis.
Knowing through Yogaj is called
‘experiential’ knowledge, implying
knowing direct. Thus, the knowl-
edge from Bharatiya knowledge
tradition gets termed as experien-
tial, ‘Anubhava’ as contrasted
with sense — object — contact em-
pirical experience.

Indeed: this shall predate
Yogic method before the Vedas in
creation of knowledge: as Yogic
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practice becomes a pre-requisite to
everything. At the same time, we
should also recall that right from
the texts of Yogas to Vedas, those
existed only in the Shruti Smriti tra-
dition, our present-day texts are
composed much later, reproducing
them in written form. Sages like
Mabharishi Veda Vyasa, Maharishi
Patanjali etc. are those who facili-
tated such texts.

Naturally, such methodol-
ogy was indeed tough, and only a
few could take it up. But through
these methodologies, they did cre-
ate a world of knowledge with ut-
most accuracy. With the advent of
empirical sciences, there evolved
new methodologies those are
much simpler and easier to go
about, and in the meantime,
Bharatiya knowledge tradition
also suffered setbacks first with the
drying up of river Saraswati and
subsequently through all kinds of
interventions through prolonged
and heavy invasions from without.
The modern times produced much
easier methods of knowing, and it
becomes not very necessary to go
by ancient very tough Bharatiya
methods of knowing.

But then, Bharatiya meth-
odology and Yogaj can never be
obsolete. New scientists find the
limitations of their methodology
often, as they try to go beyond a
given point. With the contempo-
rary empirical manner of knowing,
there comes a point from where the
available methods of knowing can-
not take them any further; and
here, the ancient methods of know-
ing gets called for. That is where
we find many modern scientists
trying to take ‘lessons’ from both
the Vedas and the Upanishads

when they hit the ‘bedrocks’.
Modern education and curricula

True that during the initial
journey through knowledge,
Bharatiya methodology is no
longer needed as there ae simpler
and easy methods available. But
when one who tries to go further,
hits the bedrock, from where mod-
ern methods shall not be able to
take one any further. Here one shall
indeed need help from Bharatiya
knowledge tradition, if at all one
still wants to go further.

To this end, it is our duty,
our Dharma to make such methods
of knowing intensely active to ca-
ter to the needy from the realm of
search and research as well as
higher level of knowing. This is
where we have to revive our
knowledge tradition, and it again
shall be meant for a few, the needy,
and the capable. It is not as ill vi-
sionaries say, that discussing an-
cient Bharat is going back in time.
There is no going back in time, but
bringing back from the old for
present times for those who shall
be desperate towards such things.

On a wider and more practi-
cal level, we have to do much. On
the first place, we have to look for
people who are trying to practice
these ancient Bharatiya methods
and promote them on a deeper
level. Further, we must provide
some awareness regarding ancient
Bharatiya wisdom to our genera-
tions, right from the very basic
schooling. At such a level, we must
let our generations know that
Bharat has such and such knowl-
edge traditions, and they are avail-
able in text forms for anyone to
study. Basic information must be
provided to the citizens of Bharat

right from the very beginning of
the education curricula. We still
teach our young that Aryan,
Dravidian etc. are races, there is an
Indus Valley and so on. The sci-
ences we teach are entirely bor-
rowed from Europe, with no men-
tion of Bharat. European nations
donot mention Bharat because
they have no idea of Bharat even
today, they simply do not know. Our
education suffers through copy and
paste kind of curricula as well.

It is interesting to make a
retrospection: let each of us think
about whatever we have learned
right from lower KG to Ph.D. and
visualise, how much of Bharatiya
knowledge tradition was men-
tioned to us? Most of us who later
take to Bharatiya knowledge tradi-
tion must have got initiations
through some very ardent teach-
ers of vision, through families, and
through some acharyas who are
mostly informal spiritual leaders. It
indeed shall be appalling to realise
how little had been even men-
tioned to us as students through
the kind of curricula we were
taught. It is this situation that shall
have to change, and it is here that
one shall need to restructure the
entire curricula right from the
Lower KG level. Information must
be provided, just information, so
that the citizens of Bharat shall re-
main aware of our past.

This at once puts us with
serious and great responsibility of
creating a kind of curricula that
shall meet the need of the hour. It
shall be time taking, it may be a
long and hazardous way, nonethe-
less, we have to start it all. 4

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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