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We are now faced with
some academics in
some places strongly
discussing things of
negative nature,
creating attitudes of
negative, destructive
perceptions, critical
attitudes to everything
and so on. Respect is
hardly nurtured; Tyaga,
one of the cardinal
attributes to Bharatiya
Sanskriti is hardly
initiated, the
epistemology of co-
existence, which is the
very base of Bharatiya
Sanskriti is totally
unacknowledged. The
concept of being
progressive here
becomes total no-
conformism to all not
modern; post
modernism is undoing
all of the old. Here,
Nation, Nationalism,
National Sanskriti etc.
gets thrown to the dust
bin.

Vidyay Amrutam Asnute

U Dr. TS Girishkumar

idyayamrutamasnute is the
eleventh mantra from
Isavasyo-panishad. The

full mantra is:

CaVidyam CaYa

Tad VedobhayamSaha

AvidyaMrityumTirtva

VidyayaAmritamashnute

The spirit of this mantra suggests
that education eventually renders one
immortal, to create an implication of the
importance of bringing knowledge
through education. One important point
here which calls for immediate attention
is the second line, “VedobhayamSaha”.
This say Ubhayam, meaning both, to
suggest that one should know both
Vidya and Avidya. Knowledgeable
person is the one who knows what
knowledge is as well as what is
unknowledge together. This is right, it
is impossible to comprehend what night

is when one does not know what day is.
In such a situations, the so-called
knowledge is bound to be vitiated, one
sided, and essentially partial.
The Nyayasutra

Nyayasutra is a text from the third
century BC, written by Maharishi
Akshapada Gautama. This text has
brought out near forty plus Bhashyas
which are at times more instructive than
the text itself. There are many great
commentators to this, like Maharishi

Vatsyayana, Vacaspati Mishra,
Udayanacharya and so on. Nyayasutra
discusses epistemology, about

knowledge, sources of knowledge, forms
of knowledge, unknowledge and so on.
One important extract of this text is that,
‘knowledge whatever must have the
property of affectivity’. Knowledge must
be affecting the knower, or, it is unworthy
of the attribute knowledge.

Knowledge affecting the knower
should be a process of refining.
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Knowledge should refine the
knower, through a process of
‘sputikarana’. Eventually, it shall be
this refinement that creates

Sanskriti, Sanskaris, and
civilisation.
Knowledge as seen today

Present times do not discuss
core issues like what may be called
knowledge as ancient Bharatiyas
did deftly. It is not only the case
that present people don’t discuss
them, but it is also the unfortunate
case that present people don’t know
the discussions carried out by our
ancestors, they call them as
obsolescent and in utter
unknowledge don’t try to know
them.

Perhaps there are still
colonial hegemony among us,
perhaps there are still people who
think that what is done elsewhere
is much better, and most
importantly, there are hardly any
people who are honest in saying
that “I don’t understand this”. One
is rather afraid that should one say
that I don’t understand, it may be
interpreted as one’s incompetency
as well as inefficiency to be

updated with the happenings
around, and elsewhere.

This is one typical attitude
found among the academic
community, both teachers and
students. This fear is perhaps from
the subaltern mentality from the
colonial mentality: and the end
result is that one subserviently
lauds whatever from Europe. This
coupled with our lack of
enthusiasm in Bharatiya knowledge
tradition, added with the non-
availability of Bharatiya knowledge
tradition in an adequate manner
added with the materialistic
interpretation that Bharatiya
knowledge tradition that suffers
from obsolescence creates this
typical situation in education sector,
which is now suffocating our
society.

Miserable academics

We are now faced with some
academics in some places strongly
discussing things of negative
nature, creating attitudes of
negative, destructive perceptions,
critical attitude to everything and
so on. Respect is hardly nurtured;
Tyaga, one of the cardinal attribute
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to Bharatiya Sanskriti is hardly
initiated, the epistemology of co-
existence, which is the very base
of Bharatiya Sanskriti is totally un
acknowledged. The concept of
being progressive here becomes
total no-conformism to all not
modern; post modernism is
undoing all of the old. Here, Nation,
Nationalism, National Sanskriti etc.
gets thrown to the dust bin.

To counter these, it definitely
shall take time and huge efforts from
well-meaning sons of this Nation.
This shall at once create a binary
between Nationalists and non or
anti-Nationalists, but this is beyond
redemption at this stage of a new
beginning, and we can’t help it. We
can legitimately aspire towards a
cleansing, we have examples from
the history of our Sanskriti to this
effect. Let us remember Adi
Shankaracharya, who single
handily restored both the authority
and glory of the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition, let us
remember Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj who initiated another kind
of cleansing to make the Hindus
stand boldly against brutal
hegemony of alien invaders which
started a series of other appropriate
sons of this Nation take up the
challenge after him and let us also
remember Sardar Patel who made
the present unification of Bharat
against all kinds of antagonisms,
ironically from within.

Let me conclude with one
note, we really need strong
Nationalism and stronger
Nationalists to accomplish this time

demanding task.ld

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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