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Skewed Portrayal of Indigenous Knowledge System
U Dr. Geeta Bhatt

Half of the present population born in post
independent India in an average age bracket
of 25-30 years has been impressed upon
that education and modernization have been
somehow associated with European
travellers, missionaries and the British
occupation of this country.
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Education —
curricula — ought to
carry instructions on
Sanskriti in our
nation. Wiser minds
in our nation can
collectively make
this happen through
given time of course.
Till such time, each
of us can keep at
this very same task
in our own manner,
for example,
through our
classrooms. It may
appear not very
significant, but it is
not so in reality.
Instructions given in
classrooms through
discussions have far
fetching implications
when they are
powerful, it spreads
into the entire
society. Each of us
can keep at this, and
this indeed shall
have a long standing
and widespread
implication.

Concept and need of Sanskar

WA Dr. T. S. Girishkumar

There is a strong difference between
what may be called ‘Sanskar’ in Bharat
and what may be called ‘Culture’ in
Europe. Unfortunately, it had been more
than normal for people to use synonyms
especially from Sanskrit to English which
differ in concepts drastically. Such
mistakes of synonyms are plenty to see;
translating Swarga as heaven and
Naraka as hell are just examples, albeit
these concepts differ one another so
completely. Hence, before going into
ideas of Sanskar, it gets important to
unpack the concept of Sanskar in
contrast with the concept of culture.
Sanskar and Culture

Prima facie, should one say that
culture is refined human existence, at
once this gets appealed to what Sanskar
is. Sanskar means a complex -
complicated phenomenon of refinement,
and the very name Sanskar suggests
nothing other than this refinement —
refined existence itself. The language
Sanskrit itself is another example; of
refinement: the language was
synthetically created from other than
existing languages as a refined — purified
version to carry knowledge with
minimum loss of content.

When one looks at the process and
contents of refinement, one can come to

know how different culture shall be from
what Sanskriti in Bharat is. One can easily
speculate the process of refinement
towards culture in societies other than
Bharat, and at the same time, the process
of refinement to Sanskriti in Bharat shall
be entirely different.

Sanskriti Sanskar in Bharat is rooted
on the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition, where refinement at once is
‘sputikarana’. Possible impurities are
eliminated and what may be the purest
is retained with enhanced vigour. When
the Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition
becomes the basis for these, the outcome
is naturally the best possible in any
imagination. How effective shall be the
knowledge from Vedas and Upanishads
is also unimaginable. The knowledge
from the Vedas is a complete full -
knowledge, leaving out nothing from the
realm of any knowledge. But then, such
knowledge is not available instantly, for,
such knowledge can’t be given instantly.

It is Maharishi Aurobindo who
came out with the book ‘Secret of the
Vedas’ and he tries to decode what had
hitherto been enigmatic to public. At the
end the Maharishi also suggests that
such knowledge can only be obtained
through a legitimate teacher — Guru —
Acharya. Why is that the Acharya is the
most important in such a learning
process? Each ‘Sukta’ of the Vedas can
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mean different to different minds,
that is, to different people. So, the
same Sukta ought to get catered to
different students differently with
different implications according to
the mental — emotional spiritual
requirements of  differing
individuals. We are told of thirty-
three crores of gods and goddesses
in Bharatiya parampara, and these
numbers could well be thirty-three
crores of possibilities of human

minds, mental requirements,
emotional and spiritual
requirements. An authentic

Acharya is expected to find out
from his students about such
requirements of any student. This
being the ingredients and inner
processing of refinement concept
of Bharat, one can well imagine the
great gulf between the concept of
Sanskriti in Bharat and the concept
of culture elsewhere.

Why the need of Sanskriti —
Culture?

Being sons of Bharat, it may
be appropriate for us to discuss
upon Sanskriti alone, without
confusing it with the European
concept of culture. Nonetheless,
whether in Europe or in Bharat,
civilisation directly imply Sanskriti
and culture.On a final analysis,
what really distinguishes humans

from animal world is human
civilisations. Civilised societies are
what really human societies are.
Thus, in just one sentence one
could conclude that civilisation is
that what makes human societies.
Civilisation directly depends on
culture or Sanskriti. The richer the
Sanskriti or culture, the further
established civilisations become.
In another words, the
distinctions between barbarians
and human beings is based on
civilisation, and civilisation is
created by Sanskriti — culture in
societies other than Bharat. In
Bharat, the process to civilisation
had been something like this:
firstly, te Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition emerges. The
coming of the Vedas, Upanishads
and many more texts must have
taken a long period of time, how
much, we really won’t be able to
speculate. The impossibility of
ascertaining the time of the Vedas
primarily comes from the fact that
beyond certain point in time, the
available scientific knowledge is
unable to make precision dating
experiments. We can say with
almost certainty that Vedas
originated during the time of the
river Saraswati, during when the
river Saraswati was flowing in full

vigour. But the time of river
Saraswati can’t be precisely dated
as it falls well outside the dating
abilities what are available today.

Let us put it this way, through
a considerably long period in time,
the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition evolved engulfing almost
every field of knowing. From this
knowledge tradition, a Sanskriti
evolves which is formidably
existing till date. This Sanskriti
develops its transcendental
dimension to make evolution of
Dharma, and various Dharmas. At
a mundane plane, the same
Sanskriti develops evolution of
civilisation. On the other hand,
culture in other societies came into
existence mostly  through
speculative instructions given out
by intelligent minds. The need of
Sanskriti could be summed up into
one sentence: Sanskriti is what
makes the brute in man a human
being.
Sanskriti and education

Given the view that it is
Sanskriti that refines callous
humans into refined humans,
creating Sanskaris becomes
imperative for a meaningfully
civilised society. Left alone, a man
should not turn out to be a brute,
and when no force is compelling a

A memorandum given to the Chief Minister of West Bengal

Submission of a
Memorandum to the Chief
Minister, Govt. of West Bengal for
Justice on the mysterious death of
Presiding Officer, Late Raj Kumar
Roy “Bangiya Sikshak O
Sikshakarmi Sangha has submitted
amemorandum from 23rd May to
30th May to the Chief Minister of
West Bengal through respective
District Magistrates , demanding
CBI probe to unravel the truth
behind the mysterious ghastly
death of Asst. Teacher, Raj Kumar

Roy who was on duty as Presiding
Officer at Itahar , near Raiganj, Uttar
Dinajpur district during the recently
held Panchayet Election 2018 . The
Charter of Demands through 12 point
agenda sought for providing adequate
security of Teachers and Non- teaching
staffs as polling personnel during
Elections otherwise disengaging them
from Election Duties whatsoever in
future, adequate compensation to the
deceased's family, withdrawal of all
cases against agitating Teachers
demanding justice etc. The copies of

this memorandum have been sent to
the Honourable Prime Minister of
India , the Honourable Governor of
West Bengal , the Honourable Union
Home Minister , the Honourable
Human Resource Development
Minister , the Chief Election
Commissioner of India , the State
Election Commissioner of West
Bengal ." Unless all the demands are
met , our protest - movements
would continue , " reiterated the
State Secretary of the organisation,
Shri. Arup Sengupta .
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person to remain disciplined,
Sanskriti shall make him disciplined
from within itself. This again, is a
difference between Sanskriti and
culture. Naturally, imparting
Sanskriti must be done to continue
the meaningful existence of
Bharatiya society. Sanskriti gets
imparted to generations from more
than one source, from the home,
from the society, and also largely
from Dharma. In olden times,
Sanskriti was imparted through
education both implicitly and
explicitly in ancient Bharatiya
education system, but with the
Europeanisation of education, that
process stopped abruptly.

What is left today with us is
families, society and Dharma. But
Europeanisation had also affected
these three institutions as well;
families are getting nuclear where
the autochthones of Sanskriti, the

grandparents are not present. Race
against time has become a
phenomenon with earning parents
and the next generation is left
detached. Things may not be so
serious in Hindu joint families, but
joint families are giving way for
nuclear families more and more in
the present time. Dharma still and
shall ever be the strongest
institution to impart Sanskriti, but
materialism in the European sense
is creeping in and people find less
time for Dharma these days. And
the scenario in education is the
most appalling, with no efforts
seriously taken to impart Sanskriti.

There is one exception in
education, and that is learning of
the language of Sanskrit. The ones
who learn Sanskrit language get
automatically informed of Sanskriti,
but this is the only exception.
Philosophy could have been

another exception, but we still teach
more European philosophies in our
universities.

Education — curricula — ought
to carry instructions on Sanskriti
in our nation. Wiser minds in our
nation can collectively make this
happen through given time of
course. Till such time, each of us
can keep at this very same task in
our own manner, for example,
through our classrooms. It may
appear not very significant, but it
is not so in reality. Instructions
given in classrooms through
discussions have far fetching
implications when they are
powerful, it spreads into the entire
society. Each of us can keep at this,
and this indeed shall have a
long standing and widespread
implication. U

(Ex. Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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Children both at school
and home should first
learn moral values and
good conduct to shape
up their life. Other
necessary life skills
can be learnt later in
life. Often we see
people emphasize more
on good jobs and good
money. But teachers
and parents should first
give their children that
stone of social values
and skills for their
holistic development.
After that, gradually,
children should be
taught important life
skills in sequence,
because if a child’s
brain is filled with the
sand of depression in
the very beginning,
then sadly, there will be
no space left for other
creative and dynamic
skills.

Is Education Really Imparting Cultural Values?

U Prof. Prakash ChandraAgarwal

intelligent creature, human

nature is just like an animal.
Anger, greed, ego are the evils in humans
by birth. A person’s entire family and
his social and educational institutions
play a major role in inculcating social
skills in them so that they conform to
the rules and regulations of the society.
Education helps an individual in
shaping the way he thinks.

A lot of research is done in the field
of education. This is done with a motive
of keeping the students, people and
society abreast with the best way of
leading a good and happy life. It is done
so that people would be able to live in
harmony and make this Earth a more
beautiful place to live in. In spite of all
these, we face a lot of things in everyday
life which make us think that we need to
do a lot in this space. A simple example
for that could be people throwing trash
everywhere without caring about what
harm it can do the environment and
eventually to the people. And this is
something which is not limited to school
education. Some people argue that it is

In spite of being the most

because of the lack of infrastructure
which leads to throwing of garbage at
random places. But this is a clear example
of the lack of good education provided
to an individual. And these are becoming
a part of culture for many people. They
don’t even think that whatever they are
doing are not good for the society. They
are doing these either subconsciously
or because they are motivated by self
interest.

There are many such examples
which is clearly an outcome of lack of
good education which leads to the
evolvement of these atrocities that our
society is facing. Every day we hear
about shameful incidents taking place
across the country which force us to
think what kind of education we are
extending to our young generation.
Where have the teachings of the Vedas
gone? Where are the values and ethics
that we have acquired over the years?
Do we still possess them or have they
gone down the drain?

Let’s get back to our school days
and recollect the typical story of pieces
of rock, sand and pebbles in a jar, but in
a different perspective now. The story
goes like this. A teacher took a jar of glass
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and started throwing some pieces
ofrock in it till the jar was full. After
that he took some pebbles and
started pouring them in the jar. All
the pebbles were filled in the jar
where there was a little space left.
After this he began to put some
sand in the jar. Now the jar was
totally full. Then the teacher asked
for water and started pouring water
into the jar and the water also
settled in the spaces between sand
and pebbles. From this story we
learnt that we should make wise
choices of what all things we
should keep within us and in what
way. There can be plenty of things
inside us. Now it is up to us as to
what we want to put first. Just
imagine, if the sand was put first in
the jar, then could the stones ever
pass in it? Never!

Similarly, children both at
school and home should first learn
moral values and good conduct to
shape up their life. Other necessary
life skills can be learnt later in life.
Often we see people emphasize
more on good jobs and good
money. But teachers and parents
should first give their children that
stone of social values and skills for
their holistic development. After
that, gradually, children should be
taught important life skills in
sequence, because if'a child’s brain
is filled with the sand of depression
in the very beginning, then sadly,
there will be no space left for other
creative and dynamic skills.

Schools are responsible for
teaching not just cognitive skills to
the students but also the life skills
such as courage, optimism,
persistence, perseverance,
determination, and so on. Schools
should also teach how to be polite

and humble, how to spread love
and affection, how to be patient at
difficult situations. It is a matter of
concern that schools aren’t
focusing on these social skills,
because there is so much attention
paid to test scores. I believe test
scores matter, but they are not the
only thing that matters. By focusing
so much intensively and
extensively on the test scores,
schools are missing half of what the
kids need to become fully
successful person. They are only
seeing half the picture of what
schools ought to do. With half of
the picture, it’s like teaching
children how to ride a bicycle but
sending them out to drive the cycle
with the flat tyres.

We all wonder what our world
has come to. We all fear what kind
of brutal behavior can happen next.
But there is no problem that can
withstand if we choose to fight
back with determination and strong
will. We are either part of the
solution or part of the problem. It is
commonly said that development
of any country is largely dependent
on its youngh population, and
India is an amazingly young
country. In fact if we take the age
group from 10-19, there are 236
million Indians. This is amazing
because this is happening at a time
when the rest of the world is ageing.
By 2020, average age of Japan is
going to be 40, average age of
Europe is going to be somewhere
around 46, US also 40 and the
average age of India will be 29. So,
we are potentially the people who
are the youthful productive
population, ready to work and
transform the world. We have the
people, but do we have the ability

to equip the people to take
advantage of this? With the
availability of this youth population
there are two possibilities: to get it
right or to get it wrong. If we get it
right, we educate and train them,
we transform the economy and our
society but if we get it wrong, the
demographical dividend becomes
the demographical disaster. To save
the country from facing the
disaster, we have our schools and
teachers at the rescue. Well,
teachers should get our kids not
just to have their heads full of facts
and formulas or textbook materials
or teachers' lecture, because all
these give only a well educated
mind and not a well formed mind. A
well formed mind, a mind that reacts
to unfamiliarity, a mind that can
react to bigger examination called
life. A mind that doesn’t only ask
the teacher Why but also Why not.
If this young population is taught
well, they can fight back the evils
of the society and help our country
move forward. Schools get to teach
our children, not just “How to cross
the road”, but also “How to keep
that road clean.”

Schools in link with the society
should come together to fight with
the societal evil which has
overshadowed the goodness at its
first place. Working together in
harmony and bringing out the best
in man, we can establish a new ideal
place of peace, make our lives
beautiful, and take the country
ahead. It sounds so easy to say and
listen to, but it seems like a dream,
keeping in mind today's
circumstances, it seems like a bit of
awe, but still nothing is impossible!Q

(Principal, Regional Institute of
Education, Odisha)
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Half of the present
population born in
post independent
India in an average
age bracket of 25-30
years has been
impressed upon that
education and
modernization have
been somehow
associated with
European travellers,
missionaries and the
British occupation of
this country. Not
many are aware that
the indigenous
primary education of
India was robust,
functional and had a
wide network. This
has been well
documented by none
other but the British
themselves.

Skewed Portrayal of Indigenous
Knowledge System

U Dr. Geeta Bhatt

alf of the present
population born in post
independent India in an

average age bracket of 25-30 years has
been impressed upon that education and
modernization have been somehow
associated with European travellers,
missionaries and the British occupation
of this country. Not many are aware that
the indigenous primary education of
India was robust, functional and had a
wide network. This has been well
documented by none other but the
British themselves.

Shri Dharampal in his book ‘The
Beautiful Tree’ writes that Mahatma
Gandhi had contested the epistemic of
British superiority on us vis-a vis our
schooling system. In 1931, while
attending the Round Table Conference
at Chatham House, London; Gandhi said
“1 say without fear of my figures being
challenged successfully, that today India
is more illiterate than it was fifty or a
hundred years ago, and so is Burma,

because the British administrators, when
they came to India, instead of taking hold
of things as they were, began to root
them out. They scratched the soil and
began to look at the root, and left the
root like that, and the beautiful tree
perished”. William Adam, a Scottish
missionary did an extensive survey and
published a report on vernacular
education in Bengal and Bihar submitted
to the British Government in the year
1835, 1836 and 1838. Adam reported that
nearly one lakh villages in Bengal and
Bihar had elementary schools. Detailed
statistics in the data collected between
1822-25 by British District Collectors
showed that these schools had pupil
representation from all castes. Madras
Presidency data shows that a substantial
number of dalit students attended
school. G.W. Leitner, the founder of
Government College, Lahore in his
publication 'Indigenous Education in the
Punjab in 1882 wrote that the Punjab had
an estimated 3,30,000 pupils learning “all
the sciences in Arabic and Sanskrit
schools and colleges, as well as Oriental

Aferes FHerar (a1Rep) 1 TS 2018



literature, Oriental law, Logic,
Philosophy and Medicine taught to
the highest standard”. He writes
that there is not a mosque, a temple,
a dharmsala that did not have a
school attached to it. The Punjab
was way ahead of many European
nations in literacy. However, after
the mutiny of 1857, the British
systematically destroyed the native
education system on the pretext of
crushing the rebellion. Leitner
states that after the mutiny, by 1880,
just 1,90,000 pupils were left in
native schools.

In the Charter of 1813 passed
by the British Parliament,
constitutional position of British
Indian territories was defined. It
renewed the contract of the East
India Company and introduced a
clause for the revival and
improvement of literature in India
while contemplating to own up the
responsibility of education of their
subjects and promotion of
knowledge of sciences.An amount
of Rs one Lakh was decided to be
kept aside every year for the same
purpose. This amount was to be
earned by the taxes which had been
permitted and introduced in the
same Charter to be levied by
empowering the local governments
on the people subject to the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.
There was not much clarity among
the British officers regarding the
execution of the endowment and
the allotted grant was only partially
spent. However, in the Charter of
1813 the British also passed a clause
which allowed the missionaries to
work in the territories of the
Company for the education and
proselytization of the people in
India. A road map was being set to

neglect the indigenous institutions.

Thomas Macaulay was
instrumental in convincing the
House of Commons in his infamous
‘Minute on Education’ speech in
1835 about the intrinsic superiority
of the Western literature over
Arabic and Sanskrit works. He
categorically favoured the mode of
education as English for Queen’s
Indian subjects and labelled Indian
science as absurd. He campaigned
for using the financial assistance
set in Charter of 1813 for promotion
of education exclusively for English
medium literature. Colonization of
education in the garb of ‘modern’
was intended and executed as it
served the purpose of producing
brown Englishmen and subsequent
decline of traditional knowledge
base.

It is rather ironical that while
Macaulay ridiculed the traditional
knowledge and culture of our land,
the concept of National schooling
in England and many other
European countries was inspired
by Indian way of practice of
‘monitor’, ‘slate’ and ‘group study’.
Dr Andrew Bell who was a chaplain
in British Army came to Madras in
1787. During his stay, he observed
local boys learning alphabets by
drawing on the sand from those who
were brighter in the class. He
developed this technique as “New
Schooling System” and
implemented it in England. This
became very popular and was
adopted by other European
countries. Known as the ‘Madras
Monitorial system”, this was an
economical alternative for mass
education. Dr. Bell opened a college
in Scotland and named it as
“Madras College”. One ofhis pupils

Mr. Lancaster also promoted the
same concept and it was famously
known as “Bell and Lancaster
model”. However, none of them
gave credit to Indian traditional
schooling which had inspired them.

Brigadier-General Alexander
Walker’s testimony who served the
British in India between 1780 and
1810 on education in the Malabar
area stated: "The children are
instructed without violence and by
a process peculiarly simple. The
system was borrowed from the
Brahmans and brought from India
to Europe. It has been made the
foundation of National Schools in
every enlightened country. Some
gratitude is due to a people from
whom we have learnt to diffuse
among the lower ranks of society
instruction by one of the most
unerring and economical methods
which has ever been invented”.
Walker stated that “no people
probably appreciate more justly the
importance of instruction than the
Hindus”.

The contemporary knowledge
eco system has evolved after
centuries of experimentation and
cross-cultural exchange of
information and education models.
One cannot demolish the argument
that the invention of the steam
engine accelerated the
industrialization and established
the hegemony of the British across
the globe. However, undermining
the indigenous knowledge and skill
of the natives and appropriating it
to suit their ulterior motives dented
the foundation which was required
to strengthen our national

consciousness.
(Associate Professor and Member of
Academic Council, University of Delhi)
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Your Family's Dental Health is Priceless !!

Mﬁ\ﬂ DENTAL CARE

You Smile, We Smile
We do Dentistry Easy,
Comfortable and Affordable

Why Choose us ?

e Serving you with Compassion and honesty.

« 10 Years of Clinical Experience.

¢« Leading Edge Dentistry with personal touch,

- Strict International Standards of Sterilization &
hygiene protocol
Creating a painless and positive experience for our

patients

Service Offered

= Pain Less RCT | » Veneers & Laminates

« Crowns » Dentures

& Restoration » Scaling B F"-:l'l'-.|1:l:||.'_

& Orthodontic Treatment  « Teeth Whitening

a Invisible Braces » Tooth Extractions

o Bental implants | » Oral Surgical Procedures

Clinic Hours :

. kw‘1 1'1_ 9:30 am to 1:30 pm 5 *' e
r. Mayank Mukhi y . Ir. Jyotika Mukhi
B.D.S., MDS Orthodontics 4:30 pm to 8:30 pm B.D:S. [Gold Medalist),

(BRACES Specialist) A PG.C.O. [IGNOU)
Consultant Orthodontist and Call Us : Root Canal Specialist and

Cosmetic Dental Surgean 011- 27480888 Implantologist
+91-5873473131 +91-9654228551

BW-8A, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088 | macdentalcare@gmail.com
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(BASED ON THE PATTERN OF SAINIK SCHOOL & GURUKUL)

Class 1st to 12th (A Co-Educational Day Boarding English Medium School)

Khushal Nagar, Suratgarh Road, Hanumangarh Jn. (Raj.)
74120-23334, 088751-66000, 088750-66000
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AJKLTF Delegation Aprises Union MOS PMO about issues of SSA Teachers

A delegation of All Jammu Kash-
mir and Ladakh Teachers Federation
under the aegis of Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh led by
Sh Rattan Sharma State General Secre-
tary met on 30 June, 2018 with the
Union Minister of State for PMO Dr.
Jitendra Singh and submitted him the
memorandum.

The delegation demended
redressal of'issues of salary of teachers
and Head teachers working under SSA
schemes . These teachers were ap-
pointed under Rehbar-I--Taleem
Scheme of the J&K Govt. on Rs 1500
honorioum per month for five years
and regularised as general line teachers
after five years of regular service but
their salary is being paid from the SSA
scheme of the Union Govt.

Their salary is paid after gap of
three to four months which led them to
many hardships and also disrupts the
proper teaching learning process . They
are not able to shoulder the responsi-
bilities of their family members and are
at the verge of starvation. These teach-

ers are not able to run smoothly the
Mid Day Meals scheme in their re-
spective schools as they have to
spend from their own pocket for
cooking expenditures. Last year Fi-
nance Minister announced in the As-
sembly that their salary be delinked
from the SSA scheme to the State
Budget but inspite of that they did
nothing on grounds.

Mr. Rattan Sharma said that
State Government's step motherly
treatment with the SSA teachers in
implementation of 7th Pay Commis-
sion led these teachers under depres-
sion and mental trauma as the state
Govt.have given benefits of 7th Pay
commission to all its employees except
of SSA /RMSA teachers .

Many ReT teachers are on the
roads for the last ten months demand-
ing redressal of all the issues of salary
and implementation of benefits of 7th
Pay commission to the ReT teachers
appointed under SSA/RMSA schemes
including the Head Teachers. But the
State Govt. didnot resolved the issues

and led more than 40000 teachers to
adopt the path of agitation and dharnas
This irresponsible attitude of the
State Govt. affecting the teaching fra-
ternity and studies of the students .

Te  AJKLTF demanded
delinking of salary of teachers from
SSA scheme to the State Budget as an-
nounced by the Finance Minister in
2017 in the Assembly and also the ben-
efits of 7th Pay commission to all the
teachers including the Head teachers
working under SSA/RMSA schemes .

The Union Minister of State for
PMO Dr. Jitendra Singh gave a patient
hearing and assured the delegation that
he will personally took up the matter
with the State Govt. and their genuine
demands be resolved very soon . He
said that teachers are the nation build-
ers and are icons of society and its the
prime duty of the Govt.to resolve their
genuine demands.

Others who were part of del-
egation included Pardeep Sharma,
Manjeet Singh, Brahm Dutt Sharma ,
Vipan Sharma and many others.
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