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Concept and need of Sanskar
U Dr. T. S. Girishkumar

Indeed, education ideally is the same method and mechanism of civilising
people. It ought to begin with knowledge made available to young minds, then to
Sanskriti and to Dharma. Fortunately, humans are gifted with one of the greatest

a

gifts of nature, that is the
ability to articulate sound as
desired. This paved way to

. creation of languages, and

once languages found
written forms, they became
records of knowledge. Once
such records came into
existence, it had become easy
for one to travel through
knowledge tradition of
many generations.
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Indeed, education
ideally is the same
method and
mechanism of
civilising people. It
ought to begin with
knowledge made
available to young
minds, then to
Sanskriti and to
Dharma.
Fortunately, humans
are gifted with one
of the greatest gifts
of nature, that is the
ability to articulate
sound as desired.
This paved way to
creation of
languages, and once
languages found
written forms, they
became records of
knowledge. Once
such records came
into existence, it had
become easy for one
to travel through
knowledge tradition
of many
generations.

A Dr. T. S. Girishkumar

ny society shall spend
considerable amount of
time right in the prime of

a human life for education. Normally it is
a long and continuous period of con-
siderable long time, during which citi-
zens grow into becoming adults in the
society. The process of education starts
at a very early age, should we include
Nursery, it rather begins at the age of
three itself, then to lower, Upper Kinder-
garten, and then only to class One. Thus,
something like three years plus may be
spent before a child goes to class one.
The common pattern of school-
ing begins with class one, and goes up
to class ten, a long ten years of daily
routine from morning to evening. As
young and energetic, children do not
get tired or exhausted of this rigour, but
the prime of their childhood is spent in-
side the four walls of classrooms. This
may appear rather cruel, but as it is now,
we have no other alternatives to these,
having such enormous amount of knowl-
edge to be instilled in the young minds
to make them civilised humans for a

Concept and need of Sanskar

civilised society.
Humans and other living beings

As living beings, no being is su-
perior to any other by virtue of it being a
being. In the eyes of nature all beings
are equal and same. Each one may be
gifted with some unique features for ex-
istence and that is just all. The Vedas
too say the same, precisely. It is only the
Semitic thoughts which projects anthro-
pomorphic ideas, and they are both un-
realistic and unfounded. Those, let us
understand, are thoughts coming out of
civilisations those are not refined at the
time of their origin, and had not got re-
fined sufficiently to make amendments
in time.

Animals continued existing more
or less similar to their first ancestor, hav-
ing so significant changes or alterna-
tions to their beings. A cat of the old and
a cat of today may not differ significantly.
Their cycle of life remains routine, the
same way as it used to be before. One
may say that animals live by instincts
and not through thoughts, albeit it re-
mains a point that we are not able to dis-
tinguish sufficiently between these two,
on deep thoughts. It also remains an-
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other point to ponder of the
changes happening among animals
which are in constant contact with
humans. They learn new things dif-
ferent from their instincts and adopt
themselves to the human environ-
ments.

Humans also carry instincts,
albeit this may be dormant. What
might happen to a hypothetical
human child that may be isolated
from civilised society, and not liv-
ing in contact with other humans?
There shall be hardly any doubt in
the minds of one, that such a child
shall grow in nature as not the kind
of human being in our concept. (it
is not forgotten that a human child
needs constant support from par-
ents to even survive). People have
written stories to this effect, and
they are quite popular too.

Perhaps it is also not the case
that human brains are big enough
to become ‘civilised’. We have
other living forms like the dolphins
who are told to be having larger
brains than of humans. But they still
g0 on just as their ancestors. It is
likely that a human child in isola-
tion may be lesser in intelligence
than a dolphin or similar living be-
ing. So, what really civilises humans
is not the brain capacity alone, there
shall also be other things. System-
atically approaching, the whole
process of civilisation that we in
Bharat see as Sanskriti begins with
given knowledge tradition. From
knowledge tradition (however mini-
mal) to Sanskriti and to the tran-
scendental - Dharma - is the pro-
cess that is an ideal situation. But
this had happened only in Bharat
in the entire world.

Education Mechanism.

Indeed, education ideally is
the same method and mechanism
of civilising people. It ought to be-
gin with knowledge made available
to young minds, then to Sanskriti

and to Dharma. Fortunately, hu-
mans are gifted with one of the
greatest gifts of nature, that is the
ability to articulate sound as de-
sired. This paved way to creation
of languages, and once languages
found written forms, they became
records of knowledge. Once such
records came into existence, it had
become easy for one to travel
through knowledge tradition of
many generations. The role of
Acharyas becomes most important
here. They make it easily available
to seeking minds. Thus, the appar-
ent long period of time spent in
schools is actually travelling from
the beginning to the present time.

From knowledge to Sanskriti
to Dharma should be an ideal edu-
cation mechanism. When we look
at pattern and methods in ancient
Bharat, the Gurukulas did precisely
the same. Those who go to
Gurukulas must have been lesser
in numbers, but they all must have
come out as meaningful citizens.
And undoubtedly, most of them
must have been scholars who ben-
efitted the whole society. Knowl-
edgeable persons’ knowledge was
for everyone. The quantity must
have been less, but there was no
compromise on quality. Education
then, really used to be ‘Sa Vidya
YaVimuktaye’. For Bharatiya knowl-
edge tradition, all steps to whatever,
ultimately are aimed at just one
desideratum, moksha. Everything is
rooted in the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition and every-
thing is ultimately aimed at the at-
tainment of moksha. Bharatiya edu-
cation catered to both, resulting in
overall development of individuals
to make them socially meaningful
and complete.
For the present

In later days, this education
system received much set back:
long periods of invasion and their

ways got imposed. In time, the edu-
cation system that got evolved lost
much of the originality and the
present system became a copy of
what is commonly seen in Europe.
This, at once poses the herculean
task of rebuilding the very struc-
ture of our education system and
that shall automatically include the
teachers and curricula.

Keeping in mind the process
and method of Bharatiya education,
the present education ought to be
so modified as from knowledge to
Sanskriti and to Dharma. Schools
must be set into three sections of
curriculum, first providing knowl-
edge to young minds about most
generality, second providing
Sanskriti with specificity and even-
tually providing insights into
Dharma.

Modern scholars identify
thee quotients, intelligence, emo-
tional and spiritual. They abbrevi-
ated these as 1Q, EQ and SQ. the
theory is that, a complete balance
between these three should be ideal
and desirable in curricula. Let us
see these in the light of ancient
Bharatiya education pattern. 1Q
shall deal with what we discussed
as knowledge, EQ as Sanskriti, and
SQ as Dharma. As a matter of fact,
we really do not have to do any-
thing anew as re-inventing a wheel,
we only have to follow the path
demonstrated to us by the ancient
Acharyas.

Our task becomes relatively
simple here, we have to look at the
old to create a curriculum to suit
our requirements and train our
teachers to that. We just have to
take lessons from the old and cre-
ate a band of new Acharyas for
the present. Thus, education
should also be educating the
educators.d

(Ex. Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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AJKLTF Organised Teacher's Convention at Katra

A One Day State Conven-
tion of All Jammu Kashmir and
Ladakh Teachers Federation under
the aegis of Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh
was held on 5 July, 2018 at Spiri-
tual Growth Centre Katra (Reasi)
under the Chairmanship of of
Nirmal Kumar Choudhary, Chief
Education Officer Reasi who was
the Chief Guest, Prof Jagdish
Prasad Singhal, All India Presi-
dent of Akhil Bharatiya Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh was chief
speeker and the Sangathan Mantri

Mahendra Kapoor. The Teachers,
eminent Educationists, prominent
citizens from across the State par-
ticipated in the One Day Conven-
tion.

Addressing the Convention,
Prof. Jagdish Prasad Singhal
stressed for early redressal of is-
sues of SSA teachers in the state
who are on agitation for the last ten
months. But the State Govt. did not
resolved their issues till date. This
adamant attitude on the part of the
State Govt. put the teachers under
depression which adversely affect-

AJKLTF Celebrated Guruvandan
Karyakram at Chenani, Udhampur

All Jammu Kashmir and
Ladakh Teachers Federation under
the aegis of Akhil Bharatiya
Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh
celebrated Guruvandan karyakaram
at Chenani which was attended by
the teachers, educationists , promi-
nent citizens.

“Shaikshik Mahasangh cel-
ebrate Guruvandan karyakaram ev-
ery year all over the country on the
occasions of Guru purnima to pre-
serve , restore teacher's identity in
the society. The programme started
by lightening of traditional lamp
(Deep) and offering flower garland
to the pictures of Saraswati mata

and Mabharishi Ved Vyas ji. On this
occasion Kartar Chand State sec-
retary (Trainings) said that
Shaikshik Mahasangh is the only
largest organisation of the country
which not only try its best to re-
solve teachers issues and other ser-
vice conditions but also working for
the cause of Students , Education,
Society and Nation. Rattan Sharma
State General who was the Chief
spokesperson briefly elaborated the
objective of the celebrations of
Guruvandan karyakaram. Kartar
Chand presented the vote of thanks.
The programme concluded with the
kalyan mantra .

ing the teaching learning process.
He assured that the Shaikshik
Mahasangh took up the matter be-
fore the Central Govt. for early
redressel of the issue of SSA teach-
ers within some days.He appealed
the Govt. to resolve this issue seri-
ously.

In his address Sh Mahendra
Kapoor Rashtriya Sangathan
Mantri, Shaikshik Mahasangh, laid
emphasis upon the teaching frater-
nity to work with great zeal and
dedication to inculcate Indian val-
ues and culture among their stu-
dents. It is only our culture and
values, that have the solution to
the present major problems before
our country and society.

Nirmal Kumar Choudhary
Chief Education Officer Reasi was
the chief guest, said that the moral
education declined in the present
Education. It is the responsibility
of the teachers to provide the moral
education to the students to make
our society and nation great in the
world. Rattan Sharma State General
Secretary welcomed the guests and
participants ,also highlighted the
different activities of the Federa-
tion in the State for the welfare of
teaching fraternity. Dev Raj Thakur
State President thanked the Guests
and all the participants.
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