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Role of Teachers in Quality Education

U Dr. Anita Modi
The quality of education depends on the very fact how successfully and efficiently
the teachers perform their noble profession and how sincerely students do their
studies.For quality education, it is
essential that teachers need to be
highly competent with commitment,
devoted and dedicated to their duty.
They create opportunities for students
to learn, to know, to creatively think,
to act and to grow. The teachers inspire |}
students, instil human values in them

and discipline their spirits to ensure
the quality of higher education.
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An Acharya in
Bharat is capable
providing the precise
intellectual
requirement to the
correct student. The
same ‘Mantra’
should mean
different to different
minds, depending on
different mental
requirement. The
Acharya senses that
and provides the
right sense to the
right pupil. Then
alone shall all
knowledge make
sense and meaning
for the entire
society. We always
have such teachers,
and we always had
such teachers, and
Radhakrishnan is
one example of a
teacher
approximating
Acharya status.

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan : At a Glance

A Dr. T.S. Girishkumar

discussed about philosophers

being kings in his ideal state,
which is termed Utopia, in his most popular
work — dialogue — The Republic. Plato was
trying to argue out a situation where the Phi-
losophers ought to be rulers, and he also
argues that such shall be an ideal
situation for best human ex-
istence. Perhaps this re-
ally happened in
Bharat, albeit for just
once, through Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan be-

It is the Greek thinker Plato who

in 1962.
A priest aspirant in
younger days

Radhakrishnan
was born on the 5th of
September 1888 at the \ G5/
small temple town of }
Tiruttani in today’s Tamil \
Nadu in a Brahmin family. \{ {4 =
With such times of oppres- S
sion to Bharat from the colo-
nial British rule and the
permanent threat to
Hindu Dharma//
from Christian’
missionaries
backed by colonial rule especially from the
McCauley Max Muller combination, it was
really necessary to keep the Hindu spirit
high. This must have made his father to make
him a temple priest instead of trying to do
something else.

Indeed, Hindu scholars were highly
needed to keep the spirits of common Hin-
dus who had no serious access to education,
especially the kind of education into
Bharatiya Sanskriti and knowledge traditions
from where Swabhimana shall arise. These
precisely were the contributions from Swami
Vivekananda as well as Maharishi Aurobindo
in such troubled times.

Education
Radhakrishnan was interested in

physical sciences in his early days. One of
his cousins who studied philosophy gifted
his text books to Radhakrishnan after com-
pleting the course successfully, and through
reading those books Radhakrishnan got fas-
cinated into philosophy. He obtained a schol-
arship from the Madras Christian College
which was actually very uncommon for a
Hindu. He graduated with first class in 1906,
the very next year of the division of Bengal
into Hindu Bengal and Muslim Bengal.
Teaching

He started his teaching career at Ma-
dras Presidency College where it did
not take much time for him to be-
come the most favourite teacher
of philosophy to students
across disciplines. From there
he went to teach at the
Maharaja’s College of
Mysore University, where he
taught for a time till 1920 when
the Vice Chancellor of Calcutta
University invited him to join as
Professor in Mental and Moral Sci-
ences in Calcutta University.

Not all places in Bharat give
importance to philosophy as an aca-
demic subject, and perhaps this is
the case the world over. Only at
— some places philoso-

==~phy is taken care of
and Mysore University was one

77 such department where philosophy

e
“ flourished with professors like Hiriyanna.

Calcutta University was always good with
philosophy, even till date in spite of their
materialistic influences from Marxism.
Radha-krishnan shifted to Calcutta the very
next year of getting invited, and joined
Calcutta as professor in Mental and Moral
sciences. His departure from Mysore in 1921
was marked with an interesting incident. The
students of Mysore wanted to take him to
Mysore Railway Station in a horse cart,
and they arranged for such a cart. But
when the students brought their teacher
to the designated cart, the horses were
missing. So, the students themselves
pulled the cart all the way to the railway
station, such was the respect he com-
manded from his students.
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Calcutta

In Calcutta, Rabindra Nath
Tagore and his popularity influenced
Radhakrishnan in a big manner. He in-
teracted very closely with Tagore and
tried to learn from him about not only
education, but also of the Nation,
Bharat. It is here in Calcutta that
Radhakrishnan wrote his first book,
and obviously, he wrote his first book
on Rabindranath Tagore.

It is from Calcutta that he went
abroad lecturing philosophy. To start
with, he went for Upton lectures at
Manchester College. Then he made
Haskell lectures at Chicago. It was from
here that he became Spalding profes-
sor of eastern religions at Oxford Uni-
versity and remained so for three years.

He was ever mentally involved
in the freedom struggle of Bharat. Ben-
gal was constantly producing great
Bharatiyas, like Aurobindo and
Vivekananda. Vandemataram was a
daily routine on the streets. His heart
was filled with National pride and
thoughts towards the freedom of the
mother land.

He used all platforms he got to
speak for the freedom of Bharat, though
he was not an explicit activist like
Swatantravir Savarkar. He remained
mostly at theoretical level and contrib-
uted in his own way towards the
nation's freedom.

After his return to Bharat, he
took to writing books. Some of his fa-
mous books are “The Religion We
Need”, “The Heart of Hindustan” and
the “Future of Civilisation”
Diplomat

From 1949 to 1953, Dr. S
Radhakrishnan was the second ambas-
sador to the former USSR at Moscow.
That period was marked by intense cold
war, but he made excellent relations
with the USSR. The Russians were fas-
cinated by his philosophy and he be-
came popular not only as a diplomat,
but also as a philosopher from Bharat.

Joseph Stalin was at the helm
of things in the USSR and he was a
very tough statesman. Hardly any one
could meet or speak to him, including

other statesmen. But from the popu-
larity of Radhakrishnan, Stalin allowed
him an audience, and their talks were
interesting as well as meaningful.

Kashmir, which should have
been very much an internal matter of
Bharat was internationalised because
of diplomatic follies of the then
Bharatiya leadership. The king of Kash-
mir offered to join the Union of Bharat
and the case was clear. Pakistan, who
had played the card of religion to grab a
chunk of land from Bharat was playing
again, to grab Kashmir also. They were
successful in managing support from
both the US and UK, Pakistan had of-
fered subservient existence to them, and
they thought that it shall be useful to
their interests.

Radhakrishnan had turned the
tables upside down for both the US
and UK, with his abilities. To
everyone’s shock, the USSR supported
Bharat on the Kashmir issue in 1951.
This was indeed a great achievement
from Radhakrishnan.

In politics

He was the then Vice President
of Bharat, and his visit to China in 1957
was much successful. He patted the
cheek of Chairman Mao, and Mao him-
self'was surprised. His sense of humour
and warmth was impressing everyone.

He became the President of
Bharat in 1962. Like what Plato had
hoped for, a philosopher king in Bharat.
Bertrand Russell, the British philoso-
pher was very happy at this, and he
applauded Radhakrishnan. When the
king of Greece was visiting Bharat in
1962, Radhakrishnan told him that ‘you
are the second Greek king to visit my
nation, though the first one came unin-
vited’. Such used to be his sense of
humour.

The period of his Presidentship
was not without turmoil. There were
two wars, and two Prime Ministers
were also lost. The new Prime Minis-
ter did not want such a powerful Presi-
dent in office, so he was not given a
second term as President.
Achievements

From 1933 t01937, Radha-

krishnan was nominated for Nobel
Prize for five consecutive years. He
was never given a Nobel Prize, there
was no Nobel Prize for philosophy
then as well as now also. He was nomi-
nated in the literature category, and in
literature category, fiction writers get
predominance than philosophers on a
routine.

In 1931 he was Knighted by
King George the Vth. In 1963, he was
made honorary member of the British
Order of Merit.Above all, he was given
the Bharat Ratna in 1954. These apart,
he was given many decorations from
many quarters.

The philosopher

His contribution as a philoso-
pher is remarkable. He wrote books on
Bharatiya philosophy using European
categories of concepts for them to com-
prehend. Thus, in a way, Bharatiya phi-
losophy became intelligible to European
world through his presentations. Even
‘professional’ philosophers in Europe
were making mistakes in their under-
standing of Bharat, but Radhakrishnan
could make some effective representa-
tion. Thus, his books got simple,
straight as well as intelligible not only
to European minds, but also to those
people of Bharat who are European
trained. As a mark of respect to him,
his birth day is celebrated as teacher’s
day in our nation, as suggested by him-
self when some of his students ap-
proached him for a birthday celebra-
tion.

AnAcharya in Bharat is capable
providing the precise intellectual re-
quirement to the correct student. The
same ‘Mantra’ should mean different
to different minds, depending on dif-
ferent mental requirement. The Acharya
senses that and provides the right sense
to the right pupil. Then alone shall all
knowledge make sense and meaning for
the entire society. We always have such
teachers, and we always had such
teachers, and Radhakrishnan is one ex-
ample of a teacher approximating
Acharya status.4

(Ex. Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)

AfeTep FHerer (F1RIp) 1 Rras=R 2018



The quality of
education depends
on the very fact how
successfully and
efficiently the
teachers perform
their noble
profession and how
sincerely students do
their studies.For
quality education, it
is essential that
teachers need to be
highly competent
with commitment,
devoted and
dedicated to their
duty. They create
opportunities for
students to learn, to
know, to creatively
think, to act and to
grow. The teachers
inspire students,
instil human values
in them and
discipline their
spirits to ensure the
quality of higher
education.

Role of Teachers in Quality Education

U Dr. Anita Modi

ity is not a chance, but a
choice, quality is not an acci-
dent but a design; quality is not a desti-
nation but a continuous journey. The
Oxford American dictionary defines qual-
ity as” a degree or level of excellence.”
Quality is a dynamic phenomenon. With
reference to education, quality is con-
cerned with the satisfaction level of
stakeholders, viz. students, parents,
government and the society by devel-
oping appropriate knowledge, skills and
capabilities .For ensuring quality of edu-
cation, competent, committed and hon-
est teachers, need based curriculum,
adequate-infrastructure , ideal student
teacher ratio, motivated and disciplined
students are essential components.
The quality of education is an
important measure of productivity and
prosperity of a nation. It is the quality of

It has been rightly said, “Qual

ST

higher education which provides top-
level efficient and capable manpower like
engineers, doctors, managers, scientists,
bureaucrats, technocrats and teachers
who are essential for accelerating the
process of development. Thus, man-
power characterized by skills and com-
petencies are built only on the founda-
tion of the quality of education.

In the present era, the quality edu-
cation is crucial to face this competitive
world. Globally competent manpower is
a pre requisite for this global competi-
tive world. A recent survey also high-
lights this fact that market prefers those
graduates who have practical applica-
tion of knowledge, willingness to learn
the amount of information they are ex-
posed to, the urge to outshine others in
the job, ability to lead and accept indi-
vidual responsibilities, efficiency to learn
new tasks and have finally a wider per-
spective of life. Thus, in order to face
the global competition and advance the
economy on the path of economic de-
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velopment, all countries must en-
sure the quality of education.

Although, India has one of
the largest education systems in
the world, yet the quality of educa-
tion has deteriorated in recent times.
The deterioration in the quality of
education is the main cause of con-
cern for the country and it is ur-
gently required to implement the ef-
fective policy measures to improve
the quality. The sad plight of qual-
ity of education is also underlined
by Pro. Reddy in the following
words,

“Low quality of education af-
fects development in the country.
Ata time when the country is liber-
alizing and entering the global mar-
ket, we need to stress quality in
education .It is the nature of the
market economy that only those
who are efficient, maintain high
productivity and quality will
survive.”ShriArjun Singh, Ex-HRD
minister also admitted the deplor-
able condition of higher education
of country and said “Higher edu-
cation is a sick child of education.
It is not serving the cause of the
young people.”

In this context of deteriora-
tion of quality of education, the role
ofteachers in maintaining and aug-
menting quality of education has
become more important and crucial.
Teachers are one of the very im-
portant input indicators of quality
education.Teachers are the pivot of
any education system. They are not
only the source and purveyor of
knowledge but also an organizer
and mediator of the learning en-
counter. Teachers are crucial ele-
ments in preparing young people
not only to face the future with
confidence but also to build

them with purpose and
accountability. Teachers carry out
the teaching learning process in
the classrooms, supervise the re-
search work of the research schol-
ars, carry out the individual and
group research projects on various
issues related to the socio- eco-
nomic and scientific development
of the country. Even, teachers pro-
vide consultancy and extension
services to the students and
governmenton the different impor-
tant aspects of the economy and
society.

The quality of education de-
pends on the very fact how suc-
cessfully and efficiently the teach-
ers perform their noble profession
and how sincerely students do
their studies.For quality education,
it is essential that teachers need to
be highly competent with commit-
ment, devoted and dedicated to
their duty. They create opportuni-
ties for students to learn, to know,
to creatively think, to act and to
grow. The teachers inspire stu-
dents, instil human values in them
and discipline their spirits to ensure
the quality of higher education.

Unfortunately, now a days it
is blamed that the teachers’ com-
mitment towards their profession is
slowly eroding and they only han-
ker after money. It is also believed
in the society that the lack of inter-
est and dedication among teachers
are mainly responsible for the poor
quality of higher education. But, the
reality is that many factors are hin-
dering the path of quality educa-
tion. First of all, this noble profes-
sion has lost its glamour and at-
traction for the bright and brilliant
youth. Thus, this profession is the
last choice of talented and bright

youth. Grim chances of promotion
and improvement, decline in the
social standard and prestige of this
profession, inadequacy of infra-
structure in educational institutions
and low level of salaries as com-
pared to other sectors are the fac-
tors responsible for this undesir-
able trend. Again, the regard and
respect of teachers among students
and society have declined and
teachers are no more “Ideal” for
them. The low teacher student ra-
tio, burden of non-academic work
on teachers , shortage of faculty
members are factors responsible for
undermining the quality of higher
education. It becomes very difficult
for teachers to manage and teach
the over loaded classes, so the ul-
timate result is poor quality.

In recent years, a mushroom
growth in the number of universi-
ties, colleges and schools has oc-
curred in the private sector. The
main objective of these institutions
is to earn and not to provide qual-
ity education.It is a sad affair that
some of these institutions are
even devoid of the basic infra-
structure facilities. Without
these basic facilities, how we can
expect the quality of education
will be maintained, Even, the sal-
ary paid to the teaching faculty
is Rs. 10000/- to 20,000/- per
month. This salary is consider-
ably less than the salary of a peon
paid by the government. At such
a low level of salary structure,
how it can be expected that quali-
fied, dedicated and intelligent fac-
ulty will be available to the student.

To control this grim situation,
itis urgently required to control and
regulate the sub-standard educa-
tional institutions. There should be
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no compromise with the quality of
education at any cost. Keeping this
fact in mind, strict rules and regula-
tions must be formulated for the
entry of private institutions in this
field and these rules must not be
violated in any situation. Manipu-
lation of any type and at any level
must not be allowed. It is found
that these private institutions
promote“favourism, corruption
and incompetence.” The result is
that dedicated, competent and
committed teachers are deprived of
opportunities of promotion and
other benefits. This type of dis-
crimination kills the motivation and
dedication of the qualified teach-
ers.

No doubt, the goal of qual-
ity education cannot be achieved
without the sincere efforts of dedi-
cated and committed teachers. To
meet this challenge of quality, the
entry of qualified, dedicated and
committed scholars in this noble
profession should be ensured. For

this purpose, attractive, competitive
remuneration and other perks
should be offered to competent
scholars. Again, the selection pro-
cess of teaching faculty should be
impartial, transparent and honest.
This will be possible only when the
total objectivity is maintained in the
selection process of teachers and
professors in the schools, colleges
and universities. After the fair and
impartial selection of teachers, it is
essential to maintain the commit-
ment, dedication and capabilities of
the teachers. To achieve this ob-
jective, the teachers’ performance
needs to be evaluated regularly by
using different techniques like stu-
dents’ ranking, self-appraisal re-
ports etc.

In the present system of edu-
cation, absence of any type of mo-
tivation kills the spirit of dedication,
regularity and commitment. So, it is
essential that competent teachers
should be recognized and honored
to motivate other teachers for ex-

cellence. To enhance and broaden
the knowledge horizon of teachers,
seminars, workshops, lectures of
invited qualified faculty must be
organized regularly. There is an ur-
gent need to make the environment
of colleges and universities aca-
demic, research oriented and free
of political interferences.

Provision of adequate infra-
structure is also essential for the
promotion of quality of teachers
and students. Computer facilities,
separate rooms, required books and
journals and reference material in
the library must be arranged in
these educational institutions so
that teachers and students can en-
gage themselves in the pursuit of
studies and research work
cant periods. By adopting these
measures, the quality of education
will improve a lot and the country
will regain the position of “Vishva
Guru”.4

(Head, Department of Economics,
Govt. College, Khetri, Jhunjhunu)

in va-
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A delegation of All Jammu,
Kashmir and Ladakh Teachers Fed-
eration (AJKLTF) under the banner
of Akhil Bhartiya Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh (ABRSM)
led by Prof. Jagdish Prasad Singhal.
National President ABRSM. Dev
Raj Thakur State President and Rat-
tan Sharma State General Secretary
meet union Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister. Prakash
Javadakar, MoS POM Dir. Jitendra
Singh and Dr. Mandeep Kumar, Pri-
vate Secretary to HRD Minister and
discussed the issues of SSA Teach-

KRMSS Complited their

Membership Campaign

Karnataka Rajya Madyamika
Shikshak Sangh's membership
campaign was initiated by ABRSM
General Secretary Shri Shivanand
Sindankera, KRMSS Working Presi-
dent Arun Sahapur MLC, Shri A.
Narayanswamy MLC, Shri A.
Devegauda MLC, Mr. S.V.
Sanknoor, member of legislative
council recently at various
Highschool and PU colleges of
Karnataka by recieving its
mebership. Sandeep Budihal, state
president, Chidanand Patil general
secretary, A Gangadhar- chari joint
general secretary and other teacher
activists were also participated in
the programme.

ers/ Masters working in the J&K
State.

The delegation discussed
the entire issues of Rehber-e-
Taleem teachers with the Union
HRD Minister seeking one time
solution. It demanded intervention
ofthe HRD Ministry into the mater
personally and directions to the
State Government for resolving
the issue of SSA Teachers and
also demanded provision of spe-
cial funds to the State Govern-
ment for early resolution of the
benefit of Seventh Pay Commis-
sion to 46,000 Regularised
Rehbar-E-Taleem teachers includ-
ing the Head Teachers of J&K
State. Javadakar gave a patience
hearing to the delegation and as-
sured that he will issue necessary

AJKLTF Delegation Meet to HRD Minister

instructions to the State Govern-
ment for resolution of SSA Teach-
ers.

Earlier, the delegations also
met dr. Jitendra Singh seeking his
intervention to raise the issue with
the HRD Ministry. The Delegation
also discussed the entire issue with
the minister and demanded issu-
ance of the Jammu and Kashmir
Government for early release of all
pending dues as per 7th pay com-
mission.

The delegation comprise of
Mahendra Kapoor. All India
organising Secretary ABRSM, Dr.
Manoj Sinha of Delhi University.
Kartar Chand State Secretary,
Radhy Krishan Press Media and
Publicity In-charge of Jammu
Kashmir

KRMSS Started Pratibha Puraskar

Karnataka Rajya Madyamik Shikshak Sangh started Pratibha
Puraskar Programme 33 years back to inculcate social values among
creamy layer of students. By this programme we introduced our
organisation to many stalwarts in different fields of the society. This year
“Pratibha Puraskar “Programme at Bangalore which was attended by the
teachers,educationists,prominent citizens & school toppers. Dr Vijaylaxmi
Balekundri was the chief guest, said that the moral education declined in
the present Education. It is the responsibility of the teachers to provide
the moral education to the students to make our society and nation great
in the world. RSS Kshetriya Saha Karyavaha Shri Tippeswamy was chief
speaker, ABRSM Chief Patron Prof.K Narahariji, KRMSS general Secre-
tary Chidanand Patil & KRMSS State Mahila Pramuka Smt G S Vasuki

were present.
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