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New Education Policy 2019 : Secondary Education
UDr. T.S. Girish Kumar

The new education policy is not
the end policy in education. It is
not the case that it is not flexible.
New education policy is new from
the old, and the old was dragging a
colonial luggage along with the
negativism of con-Bharat
phenomena. This had been ‘
destroying Bharatiya vitality from' " L $
taking shape and flowing out to ' —
flourish into the world to make
the world into
‘Vasudhaivakutumbakam’.
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The new education policy is not the end policy in education. It is not the case that it is
not flexible. New education policy is new from the old, and the old was dragging a
colonial luggage along with the negativism of con-Bharat phenomena. This had been
destroying Bharatiya vitality from taking shape and flowing out to flourish into the
world to make the world into ‘Vasudhaivakutumbakam’.

New Education Policy 2019 : Secondary Education

Dr. TS Girishkumar
Member, ICPR

ducation, and there
by any education
policy becomes the

real backbone of any society and
any social engineering. From these,
it becomes rather mandatory for any
education policy to be tailored
each time, for given specific soci-

ety. Should one fail in this, it not
only becomes destructive and
meaningless, but also shall suck
away the very vitality of any given
society. Nonetheless, this also
should not mean that an education
policy for a given society can be
an isolated phenomenon, not bor-
rowing from such policies else-
where, but it should be borrowing
what may be needed or required.
Every society shall have its
own character, say, identity. It is
this identity that makes a society
what one is, what the society is,

and what the families in that soci-
ety is. A society shall have distinct
social value system, and obviously,
the value system of one society
may be much different from the
value system of another society.
This can not be jeopardized while
taking ideas from another society
and one has to be extremely careful
at such points.
Proper and right foundations

A proper and appropriate
edifice or foundation is an abso-
lute necessity for education as
such. Such basics are to be put for-
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midably right at a very early age.
People of ancient Bharat used to
start this process right from the time
a woman conceives, which is till in
practice in many traditional fami-
lies. Normally, external inputs of
initial education in a child happens
between the age of three to eight.
The education policies term this as
ECCE to mean Early Childhood care
and Education. This is the period
of “concept” formation, and it is
with these concepts that a child is
going to go on with the rest of his
or her lives.

This ECCE, its pattern and
process etc. are well identified and
programmed by education planners
from all over the world already, mak-
ing such models clearly available
to us in detail. Bharat also had done
much work in this direction over the
years of planning and progression.
The new education policy of 2019
understands these, but at the same
time revisits all such previously
existing policies to refine them to
what best suits our society, and our
Nation.

Bharatiya pattern

We already mentioned about
something of an ‘identity’ to each
society, and Nation. We also did
mention that such identity is essen-

tially the vital force to Nation soci-
ety and individuals. This makes it
very necessary to comprehend and
lay out the ingredients of such a
Bharatiya identity in order to
visualise an authentic Bharatiya
identity.

There shall occur a difficulty
here. Should one try to make a
‘model” for an identity from else-
where, that is definitely not going
to cohere in Bharatiya context. For
nations with common language, the
language often becomes the crite-
rion for an identity, let us look at
the examples of England, Germany
France etc. for the nations who
think religion above nation, they
may keep religion as identity, mak-
ing such states theocratic states.
There is a big difficulty with theo-
cratic states, and it is also an inter-
esting phenomenon.

Except the Vedic Dharma,
which had been amalgamating ‘the
many’ into one, all other world reli-
gions had been showing the char-
acter of bifurcation through disin-
tegration into many. They
branched into many: if not many
religions, into many sects. Interest-
ingly, though such different sects
are supposed to be of one single
religion, their differences at practi-

cal level had become sharper and
more hateful than the real differ-
ences between religions. It puts one
at a loss to understand their differ-
ences, albeit they keep quoting
larger theology or some such rea-
sons.

Now; in a theocratic state,
religious sects’ function with dif-
ferences from one another, creat-
ing conflicts and contradiction,
thereby destroying the vey pur-
pose of theocracy of unification as
well identity of a society. Thereby,
such theocratic states and their
unity is only functional instead of
being structural.

In case of Bharat, the crite-
rion of identity is neither language,
nor religion, and nor geographical
criteria. Bharat has a much more
effective criterion already existing
within us for tens of thousands of
years, and that is Bharatiya
Sanskriti. It shall be herculean task
to display the ingredients of
Bharatiya Sanskriti, but that indeed
is not necessary, as most of under-
stand it, though, unable to spell it
out.

This makes the conscious-
ness of Bharatiya Sanskriti the cri-
terion of Bharatiya identity, and an
education policy of this Nation so-
ciety must be capable of imparting
this one phenomenon most effec-
tively to our generations.
Secondary education

When primary education is
the prelude, secondary education
becomes the actual formative pe-
riod. This makes the secondary
education the most crucial level of
learning, and the education policy
must be more serious at this point.
Under the overall umbrella of
Bharatiya Sanskriti, the secondary
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education plans to carry out the
following:
Multiple exit and entry points.
Right from secondary level
of education, this multiple exit —
entry points are facilitated. This
shall help one to make reparations
into discontinuity for any reasons.
Concept of inter-connectedness.
Knowledge and education
have various interconnected de-
partments, levels or area. Such
awareness of the ‘whole’ should be
provided to the students with clar-
ity at this very early time. It should
be possible for a student to under-
stand, identify and prepare himself
or herself for selecting an appro-
priate area when such demand
comes. In other words, at this point
in education, a student must be pre-
pared for all area in future. This also
adds liberal education into the cur-
ricula, liberal arts in the sense of
such area which are unconven-
tional or traditional.
Locating education in society
Education is socially
contextualised here. The whole
learning should make sense to so-
ciety, must find locus in society and
should be of use to society. The
student is taught to be well within
the society as an integrally socially
coexisting individual with respon-
sibility to society as well as the
Nation state. Like in the archetype
Bharatiya family, one lives for oth-
ers with the concept of Tyaga as
the edifice.
Ability to implement what is
learned
Learning alone becomes
very subjective. What is subjective
must find its objective manifesta-
tion in order to be meaningful. With-
out the ability to implement what is

learned, the learning becomes fu-
tile. This indeed is an important
aspect at this point, the ability to
implement what is understood is
also enabled.

Transformation of learning into
whatever, as time and Nation soci-
ety requires so

Abilities and knowledge
though education must be trans-
ferred into another required aspect
at the need of the Nation society.
Such ability to transform also be-
comes a part of learning.
Reintegrating dropouts

There could be dropouts for
various reasons. But this policy
provides space for bringing them
back into learning stream, when
they so desire. This might have its
difficulties, but it is all taken care of
through different modes of instruc-
tions.

These are only few points of
focus with the new education
policy at the secondary level. No
doubt, the new education policy
had brought forward from erstwhile
programmes, but with definite im-
provisations and innovations.
New about the new education policy

It shall make sense to ask this
question, what is so new about the
new education policy? A surrealis-
tic answer to such question shall
be, what was not there in the old
policies is new about the new edu-
cation policy!

Education policies earlier
were meticulous alright, they
looked into all possible aspects
alright, good structured alright, but
they were mostly heavily borrowed
from without, especially Europe.
Many of the educators greatly ap-
preciated only European educa-
tion, and many of them treated what

is of Bharat as obsolete. Some of
them even maintain a thorough feel-
ing that Bharat is suffering from
‘obsolescence’ in their very
‘modernised and post-
modernised’ thinking. Evident
enough, such opinions are
heavily under colonial influence,
and such scholars keep dragging
the colonial hang over luggage of
negativity with them.

Such well-structured, me-
ticulous and well-tailored educa-
tion policies lacked just one thing:
in fact, the one crucial thing: and
that is Bharatiyatva. They did not
address the point; what is for
Bharat must carry the spirit of
Bharat. The spirit of Bharat implies
Bharatiya Sanskriti and when
Bharatiya Sanskriti is notreflected,
it just becomes ’ Abharatiya’. Such
things, indeed, will have nothing
to do with the identity of Bharat
and the identity of the people of
Bharat.

The new education policy is
not the end policy in education. It
is not the case that it is not flexible.
New education policy is new from
the old, and the old was dragging
a colonial luggage along with the
negativism of con-Bharat phe-
nomena. This had been destroy-
ing Bharatiya vitality from taking
shape and flowing out to flour-
ish into the world to make the
world into  ‘Vasudhaiva
kutumbakam’. Thus, the new
education policy shall continue to
be new with time to time innova-
tions and improvisations as re-
quired. Remember, we have come
this long so far, and we shall defi-
nitely keep going forward, no
matter how great difficulties shall
be.d
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AJKLTF Demands separate education commission for J&K

A Delegation of All Jammu
Kashmir and Ladakh Teachers Fed-
eration under the aeigis of Akhil
Bhartiya Rashtriya Shaikshik
Mahasangh met with the Union
Minister of State for PMO, Depart-
ment for Development of North-
Eastern Region at New Delhi.

The delegation was led by
its State President Dev Raj Thakur.

The main demand put forth
by the Federation was the Creation
of Autonomous Independent Edu-
cation Commission for UTs of J&K
and Ladakh.

The Federation said that the
education standard in the whole
Jammu and Kashmir is not at par
with the needs of the Nation. The
Curriculum, Textbooks, Appoint-
ments, Transfers, Promotions of
Teachers are highly discriminatory.
So to bring the Education standard

in the UTs of J&K and Ladakh, Cre-
ation of Autonomous Independent
Education Commission at par with
Indian Education Commission is
the need of the hour.

Federation Demands a trans-
parent/ rational transfer policy
should be framed and implemented
transparently to make the system
work efficiently. Lack proper imple-
mentation of present transfer
policy created the frustrations
among the Teachers as well as
Grade-2 & Grade-3 teachers.

Those who are serving in far-
flung areas of the erstwhile State
since long and they have lost all
hopes and get frustrated due to fa-
voritism in the Department.

The pick and choose in re-
cent past transfers are made in vio-
lation of much talked about trans-
fer policy.

He further said that as per
the figures furnished by the Govt.,
thousands of posts of teachers,
Masters, Lectures, Principals, ZEOs
and CEOs are vacant. They also
demanded Regulation of salary of
all cadres timely and take the provi-
sion for regular salary falling in the
category of teachers of Grade-2 and
Grade-3 and NPS on regular basis.

Union MOS for PMO Dir.
Jitendra Singh while addressing the
delegation said that now the J&K
is on right path and Union Govt. is
serious to address the educational
issues for J&K. He also assured the
delegation that their demands are
genuing and would be addressed
on priority basis. He said that the
teachers are the main agent of so-
cial change and have major role to
play in the society to restore lost
status of 'Vishwaguru'.
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