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Viswa Guru Bharat : Educating the world
QU Dr. TS Girishkumar

To become Viswa Guru, Bharat has to give the world what they
don’t have, and what we have in plenty. That shall be original
Bharatiya knowledge for the world. We know that all others already
have what may be known as
empirical scientific knowl-
edge, and we also know that
no one has the knowledge of
.. the transcendental, spiritual-
ity and Sanskriti as Bharat
has. Precisely this is what we
 should be providing the world
- with.
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U ¢ | uiafdd g dfvess aigea
T fovafaemeri &t Ioit § T g
F TG AR g Freifia wraeuel &
STMYR T off JeATeh BT =fed | 56t
%H H ge GareE fasmd gae 3
oft T gRT Tenfid HIUQUeEl & 3THR
T e o hUE1, A GETEH fefehe
TR T o 2AT-100 TSRO
TEIege i o S T
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Sifern Ifigwa ® ¥9 el W A
amusht T €2 fafue favasaiia
Al % g fod & Tt aret
Sifereh Teensil o1 Yo TH gRI
ot geaiw TS % g e
ST TET ® 1 STd: AT U Sl
w@nfae © fo 7 afvas afigwa 8
forerd g hi? 8 O T wma
W iel W Sfvees foen &1 &g
@1 R | I 1 U8el Y off 56 W
ST gl | TRy o ST WX
R fruifta geaiea ugfa & emeR

Sf21ep Feret (F1F¥6) 1 7L 2017



T T BRI Yoo Y SASid T
I i =k R A1 STRIfad godien
TS o OIS T ==

TS Rl I ToIog ST R AT
% for TR fovaferemem fova @)=
TS & T & germ 200 H oft
T 31 § 1 W T ¥ FE yeH 33
STl ¥ 1 e fHemet S ferent &
TR A T | 3T SMATIRAT T
a1 i & o 7 < Arveuel W fa=m
HT | TS uR W fava-
¥ 1o T ¥ omfen 9 faea it
4-5 ¥R uSifaen seiRa €, Faren
<oft fomed e =i faxafarme™
ek (Quackwa Delli Symonds
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T SEM & TR HLAT S0 |
WY F FoER bl 9@H =g STMEN-
o T H gRad, Aferm F e
YUlTelt ki STYfTh oM, MY hl
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T hY AR § | e o e I
i ST =g Sfed gomett % fsRarae
T geieE 3= foen 1 afvas TR
TR U 9T B |

g gonelt H qfiEdd R
e o & TTIR forerfad &ies 9
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foam =it foem &1 agen <1 "Rl B
redsRH | AFEE ged, § 99 gie
o Ter TafaRoT Heqor qerm <1 Rt GrRaq
59 fawdl g/ 9 T qen afvaew
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forva & gfier el & 1ot Sufeafa <t
FHAT T@T | 3T TR THTY] U6 TPt
g ® TSrent 3w o faedas s §
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Macaulayism is the
conscious policy of
liquidating indig-
enous culture
through the planned
substitution of the
alien culture of a
colonizing power via
the education
system. He was
instrumental in the
introduction of
English as the
medium of instruc-
tion for higher
education in India.
""We must at present
do our best to form a
class who may be
interpreters between
us and the millions
whom we govern; a
class of persons,
Indian in blood and
colour, but English
in taste, in opinions,
in morals, and in
intellect.

Higher education for uplifting rural area :
An alternative to Macauley’s education system

Q Vipul Somani

ral areas than in urban. More

and more people want to
leave their places and migrate to urban
area for livelihood and change their life.
The country endowed with vast natu-
ral resources and young people are fac-
ing a crisis of unemployment and more
than that there is a big problem of
mindset and values. Successive gov-
ernments in independent India tried to
improve life of rural people and under-
privileged classes. A huge amount of
money and resources were and being
diverted for the upliftment of
marginalized classes. It was thought
that education is the key for fighting
poverty and bringing smile on the faces
of people. Unfortunately though there
is increase in the spread and level of
education yet the rural areas are almost
the same as before independence.
People have become more dependent
on government for various facilities in-
cluding water, energy and other re-
sources including providing food at
subsidized rate or for free. In a strategy

TR -

.!i
I ‘_}r\

In India more people live in ru

of appeasement and creating vote bank,
successive governments have been in-
creasingly providing freebees to poor.
In our country it is good to be poor as
politics of poverty fetches more votes
than politics of development where
people using their resources become
self-reliant.

Macaulayism is the conscious
policy of liquidating indigenous culture
through the planned substitution of the
alien culture of a colonizing power via
the education system. He was instru-
mental in the introduction of English as
the medium of instruction for higher
education in India. "We must at present
do our best to form a class who may be
interpreters between us and the millions
whom we govern; a class of persons,
Indian in blood and colour, but English
in taste, in opinions, in morals, and in
intellect. To that class we may leave it
to refine the vernacular dialects of the
country, to enrich those dialects in
terms of science borrowed from the
Western nomenclature, and to render
them by degrees fit vehicles for convey-
ing knowledge to the great mass of the
population,” Macaulay declared. His
education system is responsible for
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producing generations of Indians
not proud of their distinct heri-
tage. It has "marginalize inherited
learning" and has uprooted aca-
demics from traditional Indian
modes of thought, inducing in
them a spirit of self-denigration
(heenabhavna).

Mahatma Gandhi had
dreamed of society that is self-re-
liant and having self respect. He
had envisioned a holistic devel-
oped society. For this he had
proposed an education system
called nai talim or basic educa-
tion an embodiment of his per-
ception of an ideal society con-
sisting of small, self-reliant com-
munities with his ideal citizen
being an industrious, self-re-
specting and generous indi-
vidual living in a small coopera-
tive community. In 1937 this was
experimented at Wardha under
the leadership of Vinoba Bhave
who poetically articulated the
soul of nai talim as yog (union
of individual with divine),
sahyog (collaboration), and
udyog (meaningful work). He em-
phasized the importance of humil-
ity.

Based on these principles in
1939, nai talim was also imple-
mented in Gujarat at Ambala, in
Bhavnagar district. Later in 1953
an institute of higher learning
based on the same principles was
started at Lok Bharati, Sanosara, in
Bhavnagar district. This system of
education is a sound alternative to
the Macaulay’s system of educa-
tion where in people get educated
but for such educated youth there
is no work in rural areas. Vinoba
Blvae lamented that existing edu-
cation focuses on book learning
and ignores life; it is based on
suppressing natural curiosity and
cramming knowledge to secure

marks and a job; it discourages
original thinking; it is fragmented,
dualistic, one sided, irresponsible
(with no domestic cares), and a
chore; neither fulfilling for the stu-
dents nor the teacher; it is
gramophone learning and prepares
us for exams which works as pur-
gative. According to him nai talim
works on three aspects- a sympa-
thetic heart, a questioning intellect
and a hungry stomach.

The Bachelor of Rural Stud-
ies (B.R.S.) programme offered by
Lok Bharati at Sanosara and vari-
ous colleges affiliated to different
Universities in Gujarat including
Veer Narmad South Gujarat Univer-
sity, Surat, fulfils the dream of Ma-
hatma Gandhi. The efforts put in
1953 are still continued. The cur-
riculum of the course develops,
committed, enthusiastic and dedi-
cated youth ready to work in rural
areas for building a prosperous ru-
ral society. The characteristics of
the syllabi developed include
camps as medium of education,
work experience, useful social ac-
tivities, field laboratories, hands
on agriculture and horticulture,
animal husbandry, health and hy-
giene, extension activities. This ex-
periment was successfully re-
peated in several institutes estab-
lished as Gram Vidyapiths that are
now affiliated to various Universi-
ties in Gujarat. One of the charac-
teristic features of the curriculum
developed was that apart from the
classroom teaching and practicls
in the laboratory and agricultural
fields every student has to spend
30 days in a village and 90 days
internship at institutes directly
concerned with rural area. Also
they have to write a thesis based
on field work conducted during
the final semester.

Due to the demand of civil

society and NGOs, who initially
funded the programme, Mahatma
Gandhi Department of Rural Stud-
ies was established at South
Gujarat University. Looking at the
prospects of the Department and
the program it offered it later re-
ceived grants from UGC. The de-
partment has been offering 2 years
full time post graduate program
leading to Masters of Rural Stud-
ies (MRS) since 1970.

The graduates and post
graduates of Rural Studies are
placed in various NGOs and gov-
ernment agencies and live depart-
ments. The Government of Gujarat
has kept qualification for Gram
Sevak (village level extension
worker) exclusively as BRS.

Looking at the rural devel-
opment scenario throughout the
country, there is an urgent need of
making a special cadre in the In-
dian Administrative Service for
Rural Development, wherein,
young, enthusiastic, committed
candidates having knowledge
about the strength, weakness and
opportunities available at rural
level are further trained and put
into service.

These courses of higher
education in rural areas will not
only help in development of the
most neglected areas but also cre-
ate sensitivity among the urban
population about its traditions and
culture. Also it will inculcate a
spirit of living with nature under
all types of conditions. This sys-
tem of education can set a reverse
trend of sending educated masses
to the rural area that are well
trained, enthusiastic, having de-
veloped core human values and
commitment. d
(Mahatma Gandhi Department of
Rural Studies, Veer Narmad South

Gujarat University, Surat )
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To become Viswa
Guru, Bharat has to
give the world what

they don’t have,
and what we have
in plenty. That shall
be original

Bharatiya knowl-
edge for the world.

We know that all
others already have
what may be known

as empirical scien-
tific knowledge,
and we also know
that no one has the
knowledge of the
transcendental,
spirituality and
Sanskriti as Bharat
has. Precisely this
is what we should
be providing the
world with.

Viswa Guru Bharat :

A Dr. TS Girishkumar

be any doubt in the minds of
sane people of understand-
ing that knowledge whatever, began in
Bharat. It is not only the case that
knowledge of all kind began in Bharat,
but it is also the case that the process
of obtaining knowledge in Bharat be-
gan very long ago, indeed into the re-
mote past where we are unable to fix
the process of knowing chronologi-
cally, as compared with the similar pro-
cess began in other places. Thus Bharat
is not only the forerunner in obtaining
man’s knowledge, but it is also the case
that all others started gathering knowl-
edge a long time after the whole thing
began in this land.
A conjecture of chronology
We consider the Vedas to be the
very first knowledge texts. We also un-
derstand that our knowledge did not
get into written form, for long period of
time, how long, we are unable to say
for sure. But we know of two traditions

I don’t think that there shall

Educating the world

through which knowledge existed and
got transmitted, the traditions of Sruti
and Smriti. In simpler terms, it used to
be remembering and speaking to the de-
serving. Things are going to get com-
plicated when we start enquiring more
into these Sruti and Smriti traditions, as
we will now start coming across the lan-
guage involved in them. The language
of Sanskrit must have got developed
gradually, a language that is amazingly
capable of compressing knowledge into
much smaller words, sentences and
texts. May be the concept of ‘Mantra’
is becoming clearer at this point, Man-
tra may be expression of highly com-
pressed verses those can unfold vol-
umes of knowledge; provided there is
a Guru, Acharya or teacher to do so. In
time, though much later, these verses got
into written form by established schol-
ars.

What must have been the period
of the Vedas? Don’t go by the Euro-
pean chronologists, they are actually
fooling us in their un-knowledge. If we
accept that the Vedas must have been
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created at the banks of River
Saraswati, as it is generally ac-
cepted now, it becomes possible
for us to associate the period of
the Vedas with the period of
Saraswati, when the river was flow-
ing in all her might. From healthy
Saraswati to drying up Saraswati
must be logically the time span
here in question as well. Michel
Danino, the French man who be-
came a true son of Bharat writes
much about these in his book
“The Lost River — On the trail of
river Saraswati” which was pub-
lished by Penguin India in 2010.
Michel speaks about some 3700
settlements on either bank of
Saraswati, which indeed are the
Vedic sites, spanning into three
stages as early, medieval and later.
Otherwise, by geography, there are
some 2500 sites, spreading over
88,000 square kilometres. The area
identified is from river Tapi in the
south to river Sindhu in the north
and from river Ganga in the east to
Kutch in the west. The so named
‘Indus’ Valley is actually Saraswati
valley. To fix a chronology of the
Vedas, it becomes essential to fix

the chronology of river Saraswati.
The importance and signifi-
cance of the river Saraswati to
Bharat is striking. We have many
‘Triveni’s’ in Bharat, and in most
cases there are only two rivers
present out of three. The third river
is implied as river Saraswati. There
is also a suggestion that Trivenis
are present on the erstwhile path
of Saraswati, this is yet to be con-
firmed though. There is also the
suggestion that Saraswati surfaces
at given places. Michel Danino
also makes an interesting observa-
tion about legends of Bharat. He
says that instead of recording his-
torical phenomena, the wisdom of
Bharat used to create legends and
made them afloat, and they re-
mained through generations. Each
legend is a Sutra, Cipher, and one
has to get the appropriate key to
it in order to understand. Here, let
me suggest that the period of
Vedas shall be the period of River
Saraswati.
Methods of obtaining knowledge
We say that the Vedas are
knowledge texts, and there shall
be no confusion about it. One

thing we must try to understand
here, what must have been the
methods the Vedic people adopted
in acquisition of all these tremen-
dous knowledge? We have ancient
texts giving us accurate details of
present day knowledge, be it
Aryabhattiyam or Mabharishi
Kanada and many more like them.
The narrations in those texts are
accurate in front of modern empiri-
cal scientific knowledge: hence the
question arises, how did they
know all these? Even glass was in-
vented much later!

Modern science adopts em-
pirical methods of knowing basi-
cally through observation and ex-
periment, as well as discovery of
causal connection between given
antecedent and consequent. Hu-
mans depend on their five sense
organs to all these, and science in-
vents ‘instruments’ which basi-
cally enhances the natural abilities
of five sense organs. Such is the
basic programme upon which sci-
ence goes about its endeavour.

None of these things were
neither available to the Vedic
people, and none of these were
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used by the Vedic people. One
stands in need of modern science
when one tries to know through
the sense organs. Here, the Vedic
people developed a method of
knowing without the employment
of sense organs, their methodol-
ogy was trans-sensory. When the
method of knowing was trans-sen-
sory, empirical science is abso-
lutely unnecessary, and can easily
be faulty many a time as experi-
enced by us in many cases. We
have another knowledge stream
that discusses this trans-sensory
knowing.

Yoga is an established
school of philosophy in Bharat.
There is a core text discussing
Yoga, composed by Maharishi
Patanjali, and hence Yoga came to
be called Patanjali Yoga, apart from
many other texts. This text is avail-
able to the world. Yoga discusses
trans-sensory perception, or know-
ing as Yogic perception or ‘Yogaj’.
Yogaj is directly knowing, and is
often called ‘Anubhava’ directly
experiencing, and hence becomes
experiential.

Now we have ancient
Bharatiya texts discussing things
with subtlety and accurately, we
know about a method to obtain
such knowledge. How come it is
still difficult for the world to ac-
cept such things? It is only a mat-
ter of common sense for the world
to accept this logically. Here we
also fail: we hardly do anything to
make such things available to the
world. Thus it is our ignorance
combined with their ignorance that
these things are hardly known.

A possible sequence of
knowledge obtaining

Here I am about to specu-

late, trying to be as logical as I
can. Vedas are said to be ‘experi-
ences’ of the Maharishis. Indeed
it is Experience as Anubhava. At
once this puts Yogaj and
Yogavidya before the Vedas. If the
knowledge is obtained through
Yogaj, then Yoga must have pre-
existed. This also makes it manda-
tory for any student seeking
knowledge to practice Yoga prior
to starting their training in acquir-
ing knowledge, and this suggests
how both Sruti and Smriti used to
be so commonly natural to those
scholars. This also explains why
they were all  Yogis and
Maharishis. In other words, an
Acharya of the ancient times was
necessarily a Maharishi. Subse-
quently, in later days, Maharishi
Patanjali must have composed the
Yoga philosophy into written form
from Smriti along with his team of
Acharyas. This must have the
case also with Maharishi Vyasa,
who composed the Vedas from
Smriti along with his team in
‘Naimisharanya’.

Further, this knowledge tra-
dition gave rise to the Bharatiya
Sanskriti: and as transcendental
development took place, it also

gave rise to Dharma, the Vedic
Dharma, which we call today as
the Hindu Dharma. Gurukulas or
universities must have developed
as a corollary to these things, and
it was just natural for anyone seek-
ing knowledge to reach such
Gurukulas to learn.

The composition of Vedas
are such that they cannot be un-
derstood other than through an
Acharya. Maharishi Aurabindo
finds this as very deliberate, so
that the knowledge shall not go to
wrong hands. And what is more,
they were very successful from
preventing this knowledge from
going into wrong hands. Nonethe-
less, the strong Vedic influence on
other religions of the world may
create some doubts: which is eas-
ily understood as the scholars
travel to Bharat to learn and they
in turn teaching others who look
for knowledge.

Upanishads

Later, Acharyas felt the need
of bringing out philosophical as-
pects from the Vedas into simpler
versions for the needy. They
brought out the Upanishads in as
simple manner as possible. They
tried presenting complicated phe-
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nomena through stories and dia-
logues, as conversations. Some-
thing like presenting a drama or
play. That is why one finds each
Upanishad belonging to one of
the four Vedas.

The influence of Vedic
knowledge on Greek knowledge
tradition must not go unmen-
tioned. The influence of Vedic
Dharma on Greek Hellenistic reli-
gion, the influence of Upanishadic
methods of dialogues in Plato writ-
ing his dialogues, the influence of
Varnashrama Dharma on Plato’s
ideal society etc. are few of the de-
tail indicators.

Educating the world

In due course of time, innu-
merable Gurukulas or Universities
got set up in Bharat, where people
from all over the world came to
learn. We do not know details of
these Gurukulas, except the very
popular ones like Takshasila. Per-
haps one of the reasons for the
popularity of Takshasila was its lo-
cation, at the frontier, easily acces-

sible to the European world. But
Bharat also had other points of ac-
cess both from sea and through
mountains, and there also could
have been many Universities both
smaller and bigger. People came
from all directions using all means
of transportation, not just the old
silk route alone.

Further comes the period of
Buddha, by when Hindu Gurukulas
must have become caste ridden
and coming down. Precisely, that
was the need of Buddha as well as
the role of Buddha by way of re-
fining Vedic Dharma. When
Varnashrama Dharma is misunder-
stood as caste system, the whole
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion was slowly collapsing. Knowl-
edge is to be put in front of all, and
then we choose the right and de-
serving ones to go ahead in know-
ing. We will keep getting great
minds to train. But when we select
people in whose front we put
knowledge, we get lesser people,
and from them, lesser scholars, ob-

viously.
Buddha just did the right

thing. He put the same
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion in front of everyone, and that
too in common people’s language
without mentioning that they are
the Vedas and Upanishads. From
this came the great tradition of
Buddhist Acharyas, Shramanas
and such mighty scholars. They
continued the Gurukula practice of
teaching and learning and kept at-
tracting knowledge seekers from
all over the world. Nalanda is only
one such example. We don’t know
how many such Gurukulas existed
through the one thousand years of
Buddhism, but I know that my
small village in the south used to
be one such Gurukula known as
‘Srimulavasa’. (it is my father who
first told me about this in child-
hood). Obviously, people from all
over must have been swarming
these places for long times.
Sankaracharya

It shall be inappropriate to
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conclude a discussion about Bud-
dhist Universities without bringing
in Jagadguru Adi Sankaracharya.
We know that Sankaracharya’s
Guru (Govindabhagavadpada) and
his Guru (Gaudapada) are both
Buddhist Acharyas. Still, we see
Sankaracharya as the one man
army who re-established the glory
of the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition, and just with his roughly
thirty years of living, Buddhism
vanished from Bharat.

It may apparently be diffi-
cult to understand this phenom-
enon of Buddhism vanishing from
Bharat in such a short time.
Sankara did just one thing only: he
entered into discussions with Bud-
dhist Acharyas throughout Bharat
and demonstrated to them what
originally Buddha intended and
did. The Buddhist Acharyas
realised that all those they had
been thinking as original to Bud-
dha are nothing other than from
the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition. In complete and enviable
intellectual honesty and integrity,
it was natural for them to go back
to the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition as spontaneously as
possible. With this, the Buddhist
Acharyas got rightly and better lo-
cated into the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition. Naturally,
there was no need of a separate
Buddhism to the scholar’s minds,
and Buddhism went out of Bharat.
One may look at this phenomenon
as the great Hindu amalgamation.
Educating the world

In retrospect, we see that it
ever was the function of Bharat to
educate the world. In the ancient
times, we only used to have the
knowledge and we did impart our

knowledge to the desiring and de-
serving profusely.

Times do change and times
had changed. Empirical way of
knowing developed and emerged
as science, and European world
had made tremendous growth as
well as achievements. Our Nation
also had to undergo very harsh as
well as hard times for long centu-
ries of long time, and our estab-
lished knowledge system as well
as tradition got mutilated. This
made our first phase of knowledge
tradition far flung from common
experience of common people.

With the second phase of
knowledge tradition, we find our-
selves imitating and copying the
other worlds, which are supposed
to be empirically developed. It
would make sense for us to ask the
question, whether or not empirical
development is development of to-
tal existence, but let that remain for
the time being. Bharat can never
become what it used to be, the
Viswa Guru, with copied knowl-
edge or imitated knowledge of
what Europe had already done
better.

To become Viswa Guru

To become Viswa Guru,
Bharat has to give the world what
they don’t have, and what we have
in plenty. That shall be original
Bharatiya knowledge for the
world. We know that all others al-
ready have what may be known as
empirical scientific knowledge, and
we also know that no one has the
knowledge of the transcendental,
spirituality and Sanskriti as Bharat
has. Precisely this is what we
should be providing the world
with.

There shall always be tran-

scendentally inclined minds in any
society, and Bharat shall have
such minds in abundance. We must
focus on such minds and train
them to be the representatives of
Bharatiya Sanskriti for the whole
world. Whether such people shall
physically remain themselves
within Bharat or somewhere out-
side does not matter, the seekers
will reach them. However, this is an
ongoing phenomena in macro —
personal level by some, and what
we must do is to make it organised
and more powerful.

Earlier it used to be the
Gurukulas or universities where
people arrived to know. At the mo-
ment, our present universities are
not ready to accept transcenden-
tal seekers, though we all could do
much better than what is getting
done. In one word, we must go
into concentrating more on Phi-
losophy and other humanities in
our universities. Ironically, I see
many people counting the authen-
ticity of many departments in
terms of empirical and instant out-
puts. People with vision can’t do
such things.

To sum up, we must be able
to provide what we have, and we
must develop what we have so that
we can provide. This at once sug-
gest that we must work into this
area of developing what we got
from the ancestors and make it
available, first among our own
people who might be interested
and then to others who shall come
looking for. I need not to repeat on
the area those we ought to and
must develop, perhaps people of
Bharat know such things better. 4

(Professor of Philosophy, The Maha-
raja Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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MSVSS Meet Chief Minister of Gujrat

A delegation of MSVSS Shaikshik Sangh, Baroda,
Gujarat meet the Honourable Chief Minister of Gujarat Shri
Vijay Rupaniji and apprised him about the long-pending is-
sues of College and University teachers and non-teaching
staff. Issues related to the development and infrastructure of
the university were also discussed. The delegation presented
a written communication to him in this regard. The Honourable
Chief Minister listened to the delegation patiently and assured
that the Govt of Gujarat would address these issues on a pri-
ority basis and try to solve them. Shaikshik Sangh Gujarat is
grateful to the Honourable Chief Minister for his kind con-

cern and support.
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KRMSS Meet V.C. of KUD

Karnataka Rajya
Mahavidyalaya Shaikshik Sang
(R). Meeting with V.C. Regis-
trar, Registrar (Evaluation),
Karnataka University of
Dharwad, “about practical ex-

amination.“ For this Sem. exam.
overlapping of afternoon session
accepted oraly, “Also positive
response to our all following
demands.* Thanks to KUD au-
thorities, members who are ac-
tively participated in discussion
and also those who are given
moral support
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ABRSM Delegation met MHRD

ABRSM delegation has met
honourable minister of HRD Sh.
Prakash Javadekar ji. The delega-
tion was led by ABRSM National
Organizing Secretary Sh.
Mahendra Kapoor, National Gen-
eral Secretary Jagdish Prasad
Singhal, National Joint secretary
Dr. Manoj Sinha and Dr. Anurag.
The meeting was held in a very
cordial atmosphere.

The following points are al-
most decided of course in the
longer interest of the teaching
community but we have to wait
till these are formally announced
by the government.

1. The 7th pay review commit-
tee report shall be placed in
the cabinet meeting and is
going to be announced very
soon.

2. The anomalies of the 6th pay
review committee have been
almost removed and whatever
left over is found shall also be
eliminated. The anomalies
comprise of both financial and
academic anomalies.

3. The pre-2004 pension scheme
(Old pension scheme) shall be
at least revived to ensure the
mobility / portability of fac-
ulty in between different uni-
versities / colleges.The min-
istry will give a very serious
relook over this issue. ABRSM
is very vigorously pushing
this point.

4. Age of superannuation shall be
65 across all universities in In-
dia.

5. No ad-hoc / contractualization
of vacancies any more. The

ministry is very very particu-
lar about this aspect. They are
planning a robust mechanism
to practically ensure filling up
of 4000 vacancies within a
stipulated time interval of next
one year in DU.

6. We got a definite positive hint
that retrospective implemen-
tation of API-PBAS model is
going to be scrapped. Off the
record we are all listening that
API-PBAS has been scrapped
from the 7th pay package, but
that is for the future. What we
deliberated today again is the
stake of thousands of teach-
ers who are stuck up without
getting a single promotion
during last many years. This
development is a clear sign of
changing perceptions with in
the ministry.

7. As Principals are integral part
of ABRSM, we have been
successful in convincing the
ministry officials that the Prin-
cipals after having been ap-
pointed for 5 / 10 years (peer
review), they go back as As-
sociate Professor with in the
college as their appointment is
not on lien. The ministry has
agreed to appoint Principals
on lien so that they will pre-
serve their benefits after com-
pleting their tenures.

8. The course work for doing
Ph.D. by the permanent teach-
ers will also be covered within
the tenure of the study leave.

9. One major boost against the
exploitation of teachers both
at school and college levels

(aided institutions) is the fact
that government has agreed to
initiate a Direct debit Trans-
fer Facility (DDTF) from their
accounts to transfer full
amount of salary to the
teacher's accounts. The
"cashback" implemented by
these institutions shall be defi-
nitely curbed.

10. The ABRSM delegation has
very strongly raised the issue
of counting of past service.
The ad-hoc teachers who have
been working for a long time
span are clearly at loss. The
DU earlier used to accept this,
but now it has been scrapped.
The ministry has asked us to
give a detailed rationale in sup-
port of this point which we
shall do. Let us hope for the
best if this demand is also ac-
cepted for all teachers of this
country.

11. Parity of librarians, sports
teachers, system analysts and
other similar cadre employees
has been raised. It was pointed
out by the ministry that these
employees are NOT directly
involved in class room teach-
ing to which we have said that
they are never involved into
these activities, so denying
them their benefits for NO
fault of theirs is not correct.
The ministry has assured us
to relook this issue as well.

12. Besides these, several issues
relating to education policy
have also been discussed,
most of which have been ac-
cepted.
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