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Bharatiya Sanskriti Education and Women

QA Dr. T. S. Girishkumar

Bharat always had its own knowledge tradition, and this originated
much before all other knowledge traditions of the world. But the conquests
and other influences from outside influenced Bharatiya knowledge
tradition in a devastating manner. Those who came from out side had
understood Bharatiya
knowledge tradition because of the
huge conceptual and logical
differences in what they knew and the
A Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition.
; :/_ They imposed what they thought as
g correct, especially in the light, that
they never understood Bharat.
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Swami Conveyed to Nivedita.

““The mother’s heart the hero’s will,
The sweetness of southern breeze,
The sacred charm and strength that,
On aryan Altars flaming, free;

All those be yours, and many more
No ancient soul could dream

Be thou to india’s future son
The mistress, servant, friend in one,”

(Atmapranap.118.)
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AKJLTF State Executive Meeting Conducted at Jammu

A quarterly meeting of State
Executive committee of All Jammu
Kashmir and Ladakh Teachers
Federation under the aegis of
Akhil Bharatiya Rashtriya
Shaikshik Mahasangh on 19 De-
cember 2018 in Jammu under the
chairmanship of Sh. Mahendra
Kapoor Akhil Bhartiya Sangathan
Mantri of Shaikshik Mahasangh.
The meeting attended by all the
State body members and District
Presidents/Secretaries . “The main
agenda of the meet was to discuss
the review of activities undertaken
/performance by the State/District
bodies of the Federation w.e.f Au-
gust to November 2018, framing
of action plan for the next quarter
December 2018 to March 2019. «
During the starting of the meeting
all the members unanimously

hailed the Hon'ble Governor Sh.
Satya Paul Mallik for solving SSA
Teachers issues by creating more
than 28000 supernumerary posts of
Teachers and allocated separate
funds in the State budget for the
SSA Teachers which led to the end
of over a decade old problems of
teachers.

"All the members unani-
mously blamed the previous Gov-
ernment for their non serious ap-
proach towards the teaching frater-
nity." They thanked and appreciated
the State Government headed by the
Hon'ble Governor and the
Advisors.During the meeting, Sh.
Mahendra Kapoor Sangathan
Mantri prepared the action plan for
the next quarter. In the quarterly ac-
tion plan, he stressed upon the mem-
bers to organise "Kartavya Bodh

Divas Karyakram" at Zonal levels
which will be organised w.e.f 12 th
January 2019 (Swami Vivekananda
Jayanti) to 23rd January 2019 (Neta
ji Subash Chandra Bose Jayanti)
throughout the country to incite
and inculcate spirit of responsi-
bility towards the nation and so-
ciety. It is also decided to present
the memorandum of demands of
teaching fraternity to the Advisor
and the Commissioner/Secretary
concerned for their early redressal.
Others who were present during
the meeting included Maheshwar
Prasad, Rattan Sharma, Shiv Dev
Singh, Radha Krishan, Ravi Kumar,
Gurdeep Singh , Raj Kumar, Sanjay
Kumar Koul, Zorawar Singh,
Arvind Sharma, Sanjay Kumar, Dr.
Khem Raj, Jagdish Kumar and
many others.
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Bharat always had
its own knowledge
tradition, and this
originated much
before all other
knowledge traditions
of the world. But the
conquests and other
influences from
outside influenced
Bharatiya knowledge
tradition in a
devastating manner.
Those who came
from out side had
never understood
Bharatiya knowledge
tradition because of
the huge conceptual
and logical
differences in what
they knew and the
Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition.
They imposed what
they thought as
correct, especially in
the light, that they
never understood
Bharat.

A Dr. T.S. Girishkumar

omen and education in
ancient Bharat had
been portrayed in a

much bad manner by those who took
pen for historiography in post indepen-
dent days. Some of them did wilful muti-
lations, while some others wrote things
out of their ignorance of ancient Bharat,
either from their unknowledge or from
the kind of education they had from
abroad. In any case, such books were
written, and our schools were following
these books as authority. Yet another
mutilation with history had been carried
out by the communists, who are very
religious about propaganda of repeat-
ing lies over lies with the confidence that
such lies shall become certainties with
people in time. This indeed is ironical
with the communists, as it is these com-
munists who celebrated theories of ide-
ologies and hegemony as ‘intellectual
legitimisation of social domination’ and
wrote many voluminous treatises. None-
theless, our generations were grossly

Bharatiya Sanskriti Education and Women

misled by these so-called intellectuals
of fortune seekers.

Bharat has to depend on the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition for
authentic knowledge. Bharat has to de-
pend on the Vedas as primary source of
knowing Bharat directly, without going
for secondary sources or commentaries
done by these intellectuals. Thus, to
speak about women and education in
ancient Bharat, one has to go directly to
the Vedas and the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition.

The Vedas

The Vedic Suktas are composed
by many Vedic Rishis. Fortunately, we
have fairly large knowledge of who com-
posed which Suktas. In all, there are more
than some thirty Vedic Rishikas, or
women Rishis, who composed many of
the Suktas. Some prominent among the
names of the Vedic Rishikas are
GhoshaKakashivati, daughter of
Kakashivat and grand daughter of
Dirkhatamas, Lopamudra, wife of
Maharishi Agastya, Maitreyi, wife of
Yajnavalkeya, Gargi, daughter of
Vachaknu, Sulabha etc.
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These Rishikas did compose
considerable amount of Suktas in
the Vedas. What more is required
to understand the importance and
status of women in ancient Bharat?
Strictly speaking, we should see
that there was no difference at all
among individuals on a gender ba-
sis. Gender distinctions did not ex-
ist in public space, gender ques-
tions arose only in gender related
and gender significant contexts.
Ancient people of Bharat lived more
at mental level than mundane and
there hardly used to be thoughts
discriminating individuals on gen-
der basis, individuals were indi-
viduals and that is all.

Functional status of women

Patanjali and Katyayana
speaks about women as having
equal status with men in every re-
spect. Education was equally avail-
able to both, without gender dis-
crimination. Broadly, two kinds of
women are talked about. The first
type are students of Vedas, and the
second type are Gruhastis. They
may be women with common pre-

rogatives, of house makers. The
student category of womendoes
Upanayana, study the Vedas and
other knowledge texts to become
Rishikas, teachers and eventually
scholars whose knowledge is made
available to the entire society. They
may get married of their choice, or
may not get married, in either way,
it remains their choice and personal
likes as well as dislike. At no point
there is a discussion of women be-
ing less or below man in any sense.
At the same time, the distinct func-
tions of women in society is well
understood and accepted. At higher
level, this distinct function of
women is not seen at all, as in the
case of scholars, queens etc.

The earliest reference to a
queen available to us is from sixth
century BCE. There is reference to
aqueen Mrigavati, who had to take
the crown of VatsaMahajanpath on
account of her son Udayana being
aminor. We do not have references
to queens prior to this, but com-
mon-sense logic suggests that
there was nothing special for a

woman to rule, when required. Oth-
erwise, the reference to queen
Mrigavati would not have been
made as a normal case, it would
have been made a special case in
the least.
Gods and Goddesses

Hindus do not have the con-
cept of an ultimate God in the
Semitic sense of the term. Hindus
have concepts of Devtas, so, small
letter ‘g’ is used to refer to Devtas.
We see all gods are with their wives,
where the wife goddess is given
more importance, examples are
plenty. One instance is worth men-
tioning, that when one does
agnihotra, each mantra is addressed
to ‘Swaha’. Swaha is the wife of
Agni, and in Devi Bhagavata
Purana, it is clearly instructed that
all requests to Agni must be made
to the wife of Agni, Swaha. (9.4)

Here, one may ask as to,
given this concept of women in
Bharatiya Sanskriti, how on earth
the thoughts towards women as
not being equal ever came into ex-
istence? Women being separate or
different from man is unthinkable
when one is within Bharatiya
Sanskriti and Parampara. Obvi-
ously, this is another negative in-
fluence from long colonial rule and
European knowledge system.
Origin of Women as inferior
thoughts

European philosophy be-
gins with Greek philosophy, and for
a long time, Europeans did not
know beyond Socrates, Plato and
Aristotle. Only much later that Eu-
ropeans could know about pre-
Socratic philosophers like Thales
of Greece, Anaximander etc. thus
for all practical purposes, European
philosophy begins from where
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle trio
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stopped. There is also a continuity
among them, as Socrates was
Plato’s teacher, and Plato was
Aristotle’s teacher. European phi-
losophers could find considerable
continuity among them, especially
from the fact that Socrates did not
write anything, it was Plato who
wrote what Socrates had been
teaching.

Plato has a ladder of ‘Be-
ings’. From the highest beings of
existence to the lowest, Plato made
alist. The list begins with the ‘Idea
of Good’, and ends up with ‘women
and animals’. He puts man in an
exclusive category, and made
women inferior to man. One must
remember the status of women in
Greek city states, they did not have
voting rights in their democracy,
and they were not allowed to see
Greek Olympics.

With the end of Greek Phi-
losophy through the Roman con-
quest and subsequent establish-
ment of Constantine’s empire who
became a Christian, Greek philoso-
phy was first used by the Christian
scholars modifying it to the require-
ment of the church. The church was
slowly establishing its unquestion-
able authority and monopolising
education. They translated ev-
erything into Latin, and only the
clergy could study Latin. Hence,
practically, only the clergy had
access to education and knowl-
edge. That was a period when
common people were denied
knowledge, so the European his-
torians themselves called it as the
dark ages.

All studies were theology,
and all thinkers were theologians.
‘We have thinkers like St. Aquinas,
St. Augustine, St. Anselm of Can-
terbury etc during this period.

They, especially St. Augustine
twisted much of Greek philosophy
to suit the fancies of the church and
the Pope. Through these theolo-
gians, Greek philosophies were
dressed into Christian theology
and for two thousand years plus,
remained ‘the truth’ and authority.
The idea that women are lesser be-
ings in its myriad manner became
the norm and law in Europe as well
as in the Semitic minds through
these phenomena.
Bharat

Bharat always had its own
knowledge tradition, and this origi-
nated much before all other knowl-
edge traditions of the world. But
the conquests and other influences
from outside influenced Bharatiya
knowledge tradition in a devastat-
ing manner. Those who came from
out side had never understood
Bharatiya knowledge tradition
because of the huge conceptual
and logical differences in what
they knew and the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-
tion. They imposed what they
thought as correct, especially in
the light, that they never under-
stood Bharat. Mutilations took

place in almost every sphere of
Bharatiya existence: and one such
result is the change in the status
of women and their education in
Bharat. Nonetheless, these
things albeit, did create distur-
bances, could not go beyond
some point. This is because of the
strength, vivacity as well as the
authority of Bharatiya Sanskriti.
Our present situation is such
that, we know about the status of
women as well as their educational
achievements in ancient Bharat, we
know that how many things suf-
fered mutilations with the coming
of aliens to Bharat, we also know
that the re-creation of Bharatiya
Sanskriti is the only solution to
most of our problems. We only have
to work towards these, and we are
also working towards such things.
Such things do not happen over-
night, at the same time such things
are happening in their own pace
taking time due, to such things. To
sum up, let us be confident that we
lost nothing substantial, and we are
working towards reinventing our
ancient Sanskriti with strength and

conviction.d

(Ex. Professor of Philosophy, The Maharaja
Sayajirao University of Baroda)
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Woman is the
magnificent creation of
god, a multi faceted
personality with the
power of benevolence,
adjustability, integrity
and tolerance. Women
are the pioneers of
nation. There is
nothing that a woman
cannot do or excel at.
The potential and
abilities of women are
humongous. Gone are
the days when women
were considered only
the household entities
commanded by males.
Today, more than ever,
women are becoming
active participants and
full protagonists of the
development process.
‘Women s participation
in the development
process has been
recognized not only as
an issue of human
rights and social
justice, but also as a
crucial contribution to
solving the pressing
needs of most important
and often-excluded
segments of society.
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Role of Women in Social Developme.htl

Q Prof. P.C.Agarwal

he most famous saying of
our ancestors is “To
awaken the people, it is the

women who must be awakened. Once
she is on the move, the family moves,
the village moves, the nation moves”.

This quote is well accepted by all
and supported by yet another famous
saying of Brigham Young which is “If
you educate a man; you educate a man.
You educate a woman; you educate a
generation.”

Woman is the magnificent cre-
ation of god, a multi faceted personality
with the power of benevolence,
adjustability, integrity and tolerance.
‘Women are the pioneers of nation. There
is nothing that a woman cannot do or
excel at. The potential and abilities of
women are humongous. Gone are the
days when women were considered only
the household entities commanded by
males. Today, more than ever, women
are becoming active participants and full
protagonists of the development pro-

cess. Women’s participation in the de-
velopment process has been recognized
not only as an issue of human rights and
social justice, but also as a crucial con-
tribution to solving the pressing needs
of most important and often-excluded
segments of society. Furthermore, evi-
dence shows that women’s participation
in social development initiatives, in
policymaking and in developmental de-
cisions which generates benefits that are
beneficial not only to women and their
communities, but also society as a
whole. The real life example of women’s
role in the development of society is in-
numerous. Give women the right shoes
and they can conquer the world. Now
with the encouragement of co-education,
women have cast off the age old inferi-
ority complex and are marching side by
side with men in every walk of life.
Women are actually proving to be aca-
demically better and socially more ac-
tive. When we come across the results
of competitive examinations in all India
civil services and Indian universities we
are happily surprised to note that women
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capture most of the merit seats.
There is not any sphere left which
has been beyond the reach of
women, they have excelled in all the
walks of life. Women have been key
agents of social change as well,
and because of social change there
is tremendous change in the lives
of women. These women are not
only the beneficiaries of change
they are the key agents for change.
Throughout India’s long struggle
for independence, women stood
shoulder to shoulder with men.
Who can undermine the role and
contributions of Rani Laxmibai,
Annie Besant, Sarojini Naidu,
Indira Gandhi, Kalpana Chawla,
Arundhati Roy, Sucheta Kriplani,
Pratibha Patil, Bachendri Pal, Kiran
Bedi, Mary Kom, Lata Mangeshkar,
Malala Youzafzai etc. in uplifting the
society and proving that there is
no ground where women needs to
step back. It is said that one can
tell about status of a country by
looking at the status of women of
that country. Women constitute
fifty percent of the population and
a nation cannot develop ignoring
the fifty percent of its population.
Women have always been contrib-
uting to tremendous social
progress. But it is the gender bias
that still exists at every social stra-
tum, even in the most educated and
developed society. The visible con-
tribution of women in all walks of
life is hard to digest for many. In
some regions, patriarchal societies
diminish the role of women in im-
portant matters. This masochist
thinking is, however, beginning to
fade gradually with the passage of
time. Despite hurdles like male chau-
vinism and indifference towards
them, women have proved their
worth as teachers, administrators,
officers, entrepreneurs, doctors,
engineers, nurses, and computer
scientists and almost in all the

spheres of activity contributing to
social transformation and nation
building. Women in rural India, de-
spite suffering from the problems
like health, malnutrition, repeated
childbearing, and lack of education,
engage themselves in direct and
allied agricultural activities, run
small shops, sell by-products or
handicraft products and thus gen-
erate additional income for the fam-
ily. A government of India study
shows that more than 40 per cent
of rural women directly or indirectly
contribute to the uplift of their fami-
lies and thereby bringing social
change. Harriet Beecher Stowe
rightly said, “Women are the real
architects of society”.

Florence Nightingale, the
lady with a lamp, made history and
showed the way to womankind and
how efficiently and nobly women
can mitigate the sufferings of hu-
manity in war and epidemic. Even
in the area of family planning
women can render admirable ser-
vice of explaining to the village
women the importance of family
planning by taking into them con-
fidence and can guide them by cre-
ating awareness about different
methods of birth control. If all edu-
cated women accept the challenge
of time and make up their mind to
serve the nation in checking the
population growth, it will greatly
put in to the socio-economic evo-
lution of the nation. “The contribu-
tion of women is omnipresent and
all-pervasive in every sphere of life
as India seeks to march steadily
towards the path of growth. One
such example is a study conducted
by Nair et. al. The study was con-
ducted in the state of Jharkhand
and Odisha where pregnant women
were counseled by participatory
women’s group through home visit
which resulted in improved child
growth. Child stunting which is a

marker of chronic under nutrition
was curbed to a large extent. This
study shows the change that
women can collectively bring in a
society. All these become possible
only with the active participation
of women who are the catalysts of
qualitative growth of future genera-
tion as well. Many women have
emerged as exemplary leaders at the
policy level as well as the commu-
nity level. The presence of women
in various field helps develop con-
fidence among other women, open-
ing up possibilities for future.
Women are a driving force of the
socio-economic development of a
country. Vast networks of women
groups such as NGOs, associations
and co-operatives at the grassroots
level have played a pivotal role in
providing empowerment initiatives
which resulted in socio-economic
development and income generat-
ing activities. This, in turn, paved
the way for sustainable develop-
ment and economic growth of the
country. Women have come a long
way in achieving their dreams
against all odds, and it is obvious
that women will achieve unimagin-
able success for the times to come.
The role of women in development
of the society is nothing but indis-
pensable. We, as a part of the na-
tion, should understand and real-
ize the importance of women in the
development of society. We all
should take our small step and never
hesitate to help women in need and
ask others to do the same as “The
hand that rocks the cradle rules the
world”. In the apron string of women
is hidden the revolutionary energy,
which can establish paradise on
this earth- Dr Rajendra Prasad.
“Woman is the companion
of man, gifted with equal mental
capacity”’- Mahatma Gandhi.d

(Principal, Regional Institute of Education,
NCERT, Sachivalaya Marg, Bhubaneswar)
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