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The role of Rishikas and Rishis
In TeacherSudent relationship

__ Knowledge must refine the edge tradition, which is a cre
Dr. TS Girishkumar . . -
knower atior of generations of Rishikas

The ultimate result of obtain and Rishis, who were authentic
ing knowledge is the bettermentAcharyas.
and refinement of individuals, Fundamentallythe teachers
through a process. In Sanskrit, ibf Bharat areAcharyas, and
Bharat had ever had ais termed as ‘Sphutikarana’.there are varities of them. Some

Professor of Philosophy
(Rtd) MSU Baroda

very systematic and This comes from the nature ofof them are calledAcharyas,

appropriate method knowledge, as Gautama saysome others are called
and pattern of educating thethat knowledge must have theUpadyayas and many of them
future generationsThe very Pproperty of dfectivity; or the are called Guruijis, all for dér-
spirit and the parpose of educatability of affecting the knower ent reasons, distinct logic and
ing and imparting knowledge toaffecting in such a manner thatconcepts.And in every case,
the younger minds is adequatelyhe knowes gets refined, througtespecially in ancient times, they
spelt out by Maharishi @ process of Sputikaranawere all either Rishikas or
Akshapada Gautama in the thirdamskarana to eventually renRishis owing to their method of
century BC in the text, ders one into a Sanskaithis obtaining or gathering knowl
Nyayasutra. Let us look at thisvision of Gautama is essentiallyedge.To be more specific, one
spirit. from theVedopanishadic knowl has to be aYogi in order to
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become a teacheor for that could never provide them withsee and learn those things which
matter he has to go in search forenquiries when they developedvere hitherto hidden from them.
knowledge. This had been so, any Science developed, scientific
because of the method of gather Subsequently in time, with instruments developed, and
ing knowledge, or the methodol the development of empiricalmankind developed with all
ogy of knowing. studies and empirical sciencesinds of inventions and new
Methodology that go about through analysingknowledge.This had been the
Given the present ways ofcausation causefett relation general situation with all
gathering knowledge, and theships and such connections,-scicivilised societies. With the
methodology through which all ence developedVith the devel development of sciences and
of us got educated, a simpleopment of science, scientificinstruments of sciences, the then
looking back through our owninstruments came into existenceivilised societies became con
experiences of obtaining knowl and these scientific instruments/inced that only they have all
edge, one can make a construdtad slowly but steadily tran world’s knowledge and they
of the methods through whichscended the limitations of sensalone with the civilised soci
one obtained certain amount obrgans.This enabled mankind to eties. In their greed for money

knowledge.To make it simple, hunger for extension of ruling
let us say that teachers taught u This brings in the far flung lands, they started con
from books and after certain importance of quests througr? traiing and ar: the
stage, one oneself goes throug . . same time they kept teachin
books for further knowing; and RIShIkaS_ and RIShIS their knowledg{e trzdition ing
indeed, also with the help of and their relations their newly made colonie¥hey
many elders. with teachers of also started claiming that they

Should one go into some Bharat, creators of all were civilising the world and
technicalities with this methed knowledge of Bharat providing religion to the pag
ology? One soon understand: ; eants.
that the basic source of knowing and begmners of Methodology in Bharat

is through sense — object — eon Bha_r_atiya knowledge Bharat has the oldest knowl
tact -experience. Rhetorically tradition which is the  edge tradition, the oldest written
this is roughly termed as cogni Vedopanishadic books and at the same time, the

tive method, since cognition or knowledge tradition. oldest and uniquely distinct
contact (Sense — Object) . T methodology knowingAmong
becomes the primary source. Fo This epr|C|tIy demon- the six systems of Darshana
all other sources of knowing like ~ Strates that all great  (philosophy) in Bharatyoga is
inference, analogy and verba  teachers of Bharat one.The available knowledge of
testimony the sense object con  had essentially been Yoga primarily comes from
tact is always fundamental, or Rishikas or Rishis to what Maharishi Patanjali com
primary. . . posed much later in time, from
Now, human sense gans begln with. Other§ Bharatiya shruti and smriti tradi
have limitations — ratheserious ~ Were simply spreading tions of knowledge preserving.
limitations. Sense gans can the knowledge tradt  Yoga has a method of knowing,
operate only within a given tjon created by such termed "ogaj'. Yogaj is “Yogic
framework, and that too with Rishikas and Rishis perception’ which is actually
serious possibility to mistakes. . . ' trans — sensory perception.
Obviously for ancient people, in their own manners Through the method oYogaj,
sense aans simply and alone and ways. the perception is direct — not
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Nagariks of Bharat are normally traditional. There is this stong Bharatiya Sanskriti,
the Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition that keeps influencing them in evgwalk
of life both implicitly and explicitly . The Bharatiya Sanskriti, the Vedopanishadic
knowledge tradition and the Bharatiya ‘Parampara’ are protected, preserved and
transmitted fr om generations to generations by and tlmugh the Hindu Dharma.

through sense gans object con Rishis. Others were simplyseved and transmitted from
tact, but mind object contact,spreading the knowledge tradi generations to generations by
where sense gans are not tion created by such Rishikasand through the Hindu
needed. and Rishis, in their own mannerDharma.

Given common sense logic,and ways. Here it becomes natural for
the first step to knowing should In other words, there was noteachers of Bharat to be influ
have been devepment of knowledge in Bharat other thanenced by these, and it is also-nat
Yogaj to all aspirants to knowl through these great mindsural for them to continue the
edge.We know that the/edas Naturally Bharat could gather spirit of learning and teaching in
are knowledge experiences ofll knowledge whatever; whenthe Rishika Rishi tradition.
Rishikas and Rishis which werethe rest of the world remainedSome of the Sanyasis of later
compressed into Suktas of therimitive, as they had to waittimes repeat this knowledge tra
Vedas. From this, it becomedong time for the cognitive anddition strongly and explicitly
natural that the method ofempirical methods to develop.and their dsciples keep
Yogaj pre existed such experi At the sameime, we see some extending their teachings in all
ential (trans-sensory) knowl other civilisations like the areas, including our common
edge traditions we find in theGreeks, Incas and the like comteachers who are rather profes
Vedas.The texts available to using to Universities of Bharat sionals.This, of course, does
are witness to this claim, rigor and learning things and subsenot exclude exceptions which
ous proof to this claim, as,quently civilising their own go out of the Sanskari
much later in time, we realisesocieties. Of course, they fur Bharatiya existence, and their
that the knowledge available tother extended and developechumbers were much less in the
us in Bharatiya texts is demon what they learned from Bharatpast and shall also be so for
strated to be much more aecuand used Bharatiya experientiahew and for the future. It shall
rate than what is availableknowledge as Cognitive know! also be the case that from time
through modern scientific edge in their ways, throughto time, such deviating

knowledge. Shravana, Manana andNagariks shall have to face
Teachers ae Rishikas and Nidhityasana etc. corrective mechanisms created
Rishis Teachers of pesent times by SanskariNagariks, where,

This brings in to the imper Nagariks of Bharat are nor some shall get corrected and the
tance of Rishikas and Rishis andnally traditional. There is this irredeemable ones shall be left
their relations with teachers ofstrong Bharatiya Sanskriti, theto sufocate in their own foul
Bharat, creators of all knowl Vedopanishadic knowledgethoughts.
edge of Bharat and beginners ofradition that keeps influencing  All told, it need not be
Bharatiya knowledge traditionthem in every walk of life both demonstrated any further that
which is the Vedopanishadic implicitly and explicitly The the Sant Parampara of Bharat
knowledge tradition. This Bharatiya  Sanskriti, the had always been not only a
explicitly demonstrates that allVedopanishadic knowledgestrong foundation for teacher
great teachers of Bharat hadradition and the Bharatiyastudent relationship, but also
essentially been Rishikas orParamparaare praected, pre shall ever remain s

et FHerar (7fiAem) 1 Ferrd 2022 m




