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Women in Bharatiya struggle for Independence
Q Dr. TS Girishkumar
The role of Bharatiya women towards Bharatiya struggle for

independence shall be a saga in itself. Perhaps there may be no instance

of sacrifice from any man in this context, without a greater sacrifice of
women in some form or other assomated W|tITIrth could be only a

mother who willingly encour =
aged her son to struggle fc
independence  of
against the
oppressors; this could be 7

willing to risk her ‘Mangalya- 2
sutra’. This could be a siste
who might.
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Women in Bharatiya struggle forindependence

3 3 mon people. It was present in athe Greek knowledge tradition
Dr. TS Girishkumar . . . . .
iconic pattern through worship died young with the Roman con-

ping “Ardhanarishwara” on a quest to start a Greek decadence
popular platform. Such iconicwhich was completed through
representation varies fromthe invasion of Christianitylhe
Kamasutra depiction on the tem European thinkers had to bridge

The very perception of ple walls to battles and even tca gap of two thousand plus years

Professor of Philosophy
(Rtd) MSU Baroda

attempting to perceive Khshirasagar Manthan.The of ‘darknesswith the theologi
women in separation point simply is, that Bharat hadcal overtone through Papacy
to make a juxtaposition with never viewed women as ‘theand they traced it back to the

man creates a contradictiorether from men, and this Greeks to establish some kind of
between the two, typically in theremained to the one cardinak beginningto both pre-Socratic
line of contradiction celebratedpPoint constantly conscious in allthinkers and the Socrates — Plato
in the Dialectic Materialism of Bharatiya endeavors of any— Aristotle trio to find ample
Marx which is presumed a phi-thing. directions. Both Christianity and
losophy The ideal Bharatiya sit- Women in the Eumopean medieval so- called thoughts do
uation had ever been flifent in knowledge tradition carry this inescapable influence
our perception of the female. It Let me start with the postu-of the Greeks.
is explicit not only throughout late that European knowledge Subsequently when
the Vedopanishadic knowledgetradition has its roots in GreekChristians felt the need of creat
tradition, but also for the com Philosophical tradition, thoughing some theological structure,
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they did disguise it as some kindered much in later times, begin and protected the Hindu Dharma
of phi- losophy through ning with the invasions of vari for all of us to remain proud of it
Augustine Aquinas andAnslem ous types of MuslimsAs the today

who bor rowed heavily from Muslims did not prefer married Women as the prime mover
Plato throughAristotle. Their women for abduction, the prac  If one is scrupulous in per
approach to women also origi-tice of child marriages slowly ception, one shall at once realise
nated from Plat@ ladder of setin.Asthe modesty of womenthat Bharatiya homes are not
beings, where the ‘ldea ofgot abused outside the homes bwomen centered, but mother
Good’'was atop, then Demige, the Muslims the Purdah systententered. No demonstration is
Gods and Goddesses, Heroes)owly entered, and became hazneeded, our own lives are self-
Men, and women come onlyardous; our women were notfluminous.The moment my wife
after men.The so-called first sent out for education and so ongives birth to my child; she
democracy of the Europeans, th&ati is another daring phenomebecomes the motheand shall
Greek democracy did not treahon women of Bharat to savestart behaving like a mother
women equal to men as it is evithem- selves from becoming sexeven to the husbandet another
dent from their voting patterns.slaves of the invaders, a thingmplicit fact is that, such moth-
Men could cast their votes forthat cant be thought of without ers, may it be wife, sister
electing leaders, but women ananuch pain. Our own Sanskriti,daughter or mother herself,
slaves did not have votingour own houses and even oubecome great motivating factor
rights. Slaves were prisoners ofincestors lived under coerciorgreat moving power in the lives
war and they came from otherand compulsions, but they saveadf other family membersThe

city states or so, but what abou* _ instance of the mother of
Greek women who mothered The role of Bharatiya  Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is
Greek citizens for future? women towards just one among manyn fact,

Seeing woman as an inferior Bharatiya struggle for families of Bharat are kept intact
to men begins with Greece wen independence shall be a by the mothers, and they actual-
into Christianity and eventually ~ saga in itself. Penaps  ly imparts Bharatiya Sanskriti to
to Islam in most heinous man there may be no next generation, so on and so
ner It is from them, that the instance of sacrifice forth. Examples and instances
modern age keeps seeing femi  from any man in this are many our personal experi-
nistic thoughts and some suct  context, without a ences themselves are demon-
movements, which are indeed great(_arsacrlflce of strative, and our first lesson
required for Europeans, but the WOMenN in some form or  starts from our mother3hus, it
same when imitated in Bharat, a othe!’ associated with it.  js natural that we address our
once becomes anachronistic a  This could be only a nation as mother
well. In this context Bharat had ~ Mother who willingly Women in freedom struggle of
ever been another paradigm €ncouraged hersonto  pparat

logic, another perception and Struggle forindepend The role of Bharatiya women
indeed another Sanskriti. ence of Bharat against  y,,yards Bharatiya struggle for
Women in Bharat the encioached oppeS i gependence shall be a saga in

sors; this could be a
wife who was much
more than willing to
risk her ‘Mangalya-
sutra’. This could be a
sisterwho might.

Women in Bharat had ever
been existing with a much dif-
ferent status as compared witt
women elsewhere in the world,
is a fact which should be known
to all. Indeed, this status had suf

itself. Perhaps there may be no
instance of sacrifice from any
man in this context, without a
greater sacrifice of women in
some form or other associated
with it. This could be only a
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mother who willingly encour How many women unknown  Our history that was created
aged her son to struggle forhitherto must have sacrificedby the Europeans, (they were
independence of Bharat againstheir all — no one shall evereither ignorant or deliberate liars
the encroached oppressors; thisnow. The Sikhs gave themwith nefariais intentions) who

could be a wife who was muchstrength, but with the partitiontrained subservient Bharatiyas,
more than will- ing to risk her of Bharat, everything changed(mostly out of ignorance and
‘Mangalyasutra’.This could be again. From that time onwardsfear of their = masters)

a sister who might miss herBharat continued to fight againstCommunists who do not
brother in next varying types of invaders andbelieve in Sanskriti,

‘Rakshabandhan’, and this alsdnvasions.And this fight is still Nationhood and Dharma, who
could be a daughter who mightan ongoing process, more sare otherwise frustrated in not

miss the tender care, love andvith the enemies within. being able to be happy and
affection of her father for the  The sacrifices of women dur comfortable (they were both
Nation. ing the Muslim domination in deliberate and fetishized) and

Let us also recall the begin-many parts of Bharat are also théhe neo-commu- nists, liberals,
ning of our fights for freedom contribution to the Swabhimanaurban Naxals who are anar
against the invasions of alienand Swatantrata of Bharat, bottchists - all were at mak- ing his
aggressors, that dates back intanplicitly and explicitly We all tory of Bharat in manners of
much in the pasAlexanderson know about the great mother oftheir own, really created big
of Phillip of Macedonia is Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj —clouds of confu®ns that still
known to most of us, but thewho is a paradigm instance. On&eeps us away from the truth
unscrupulous destruction of theshall find it dificult to discuss and realities.

Arab monster Qasim is more tothe role of women in Bharat The AIML - All India
be remembereddlexander was towards Bharatiya independencéMuslim League explicitly stood
a Greek, a Hellenist, the studenbecause the list of the 1947or two Nation theory and
of Aristotle and had nobility in struggle alone without including implicitly stood for a DaiUl-
him. Qasim, the later aggressothe first struggle of independ-Islam.After partition, theAIML
had nothing of these, he was jusénce shall be so long that it ischanged the attire to become
a desert vipetrin his zealous and impossible to make an inventodUML- Indian Union Muslim
unscrupulous ambition to bringry. League but continued to be the
everyone to the right path How can anyone even thinksame oneThey followed what
through Islamisation, he hadof listing those great mothers,Jinnah initially wished fqrto
destroyed the civilisation of sisters and daughters of Bharat8tay in Bharat and get the maxi
Sindh. Those who could flee Perhaps they all were Gandharisnum benefits including reser
from this unscrupulous monsterand Kuntis when it came tovations until there is some
escaped to nearby provinces likection!We do not knowand we favorable occasionWith the
Punjab that are today known atave no way of knowing at all. support of the left liberals and
Sindhi Punjabis — and the resfTherefore, | wouldrt’ dare list- others, they included many two
who could not flee had to choosang names, because that wouleshation theory supporters as
between Islam and deathbe injustice to those whosefreedom fighters for Bharat.
Further those Sindhi Punjabisnames got missed out. Madanior instanceTippu is pictured
had to flee once again with theCama? Rani Chennammaas freedom fightel_et me con
partition of Bharat, making a NatchiyaraVe know the Rani of clude with one question -are
society undego exodus twice in Jhansi and the Holkars, but wehere any legitimate women
history, all for the sake of Hindu do not know many others fromfreedom fighters among the
Dharma. all over Bharat. Muslims? O
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Women associated with
Arya Samaj wee gal-
vanising suppott among
women. SmtPurani, a
prominent Arya Samaji
in Hissar, travelled
across various dlstncts
for the cause of
Swadeshi. She advocat-
ed that women should &
bring up their sons to

participate in trade, .
manufacture and sale of_‘.__-
swadeshi ratherthan 7=
looking for government "*
jobs. In Lahore, women
organized a Ladies sec-
tion at the Industrial
and Agricultural
Exhibition of 1909.

Spirit of Swadeshi and Swaraj Empoweed byWomen

right. In the Calcutta session ofShevantibaiTrimbak, Shantabai
the Congress in 1906, under théikambe, Kashibai Kanitkaand
Director, leadership of Dadabhai Naoroji,Manockjee Cursetjee encouraged
| Non -CollegiataVomens  q\yaraj' was adopted as the goakomen to get educated and partic
£ Education Board, . . . T
University of Delhi of the Indian people. Swarajipate in the public life of the
streaked with Swadharma andhation. Swarnakumari Devi, the
Swabhasa commenced thelder sister of Rabindranath
araj and Swadeshi wereSwadeshi movement which wasThakur became the first woman
he two words that germi called for shunning of foreign editor of the Bengali journal
nated the fire of an ideologicalgoods and supporting the produc'Bharati' and she started one of
context that gave rise to culturaltion and patronization of home-the earliest women associations
nationalism and scripted thebuilt products. in the country during the late
indigenous movement for inde  The reformist aganisations nineteenth centurycalled 'Sakhi
pendence from the Britisihere like Hindu Mela by Rajnarain Samiti’ with the motive to
were many religious-reformist Bose and Nabagopal Mitra, Mitraenlighten women regarding the
initiatives and oganisations in Mela later calledAbhinav Bharat welfare of the coun- tryShe was
the latter half of the nineteenthby V.D Savarkar Arya Mahila also among the ten women who
century that brought forth theSamaj by Pandita Rama Bai andttended the session of the Indian
desire for self-rule. Dayanandmany more developed an enviNational Congress in 1889.
Saraswati gave the call forronment which gave women the Sister Nivedita who after her
Swaraj and India for Indians andspace to participate in the nationinteraction with Swami
the same was echoed by Bafl movement of the country Vivekananda came to India in
GangadharTilak in 1896 when Some of the well-known educa-1898 and extensively worked
he said that Swaraj was his birttionists and social reformers,among women. She wrote in a
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let- ter "Nothing is so extraordi gave up using imported cloth andival orgarised by Bal Gangadhar
nary in India as the combinationsmashed their foreign banglesTilak, physical and military
of inten® religious conviction Women started donating their training by Damodar and
with marvellous political peaee jewellery and, in the villages, Balkrishna Chapekar during her
fulness, when one takes adar handful of grain was being putstay in the western part of the
enough view of the situation toaway every day for the purposecountry On her return to
get facts at a true, focughe of national cause. During theCalcutta,she formed akharas and
only thing that has never beerProvincial Conference of 1906byayam samitis for physical
written is good historyat least Smt. Sarojini Bose, wife of training of young men which
about India that | do under Tara Prasanna Bose, pledgedlso served as linkages with rev
stand”. She was witness to thehat she would not wear goldolutionaries.She also opened a
growing discontentment amongbangles till the British govern shop called 'Lakshmi Bhandar'
the countrymen against the coloment circular prohibiting the which stocked Swadeshi material
nial rule. The Swadeshi move use of the clarion call and articles to cater to the needs
ment spread like a wildfire with "BandeMatram”, was takenof women.
the announcement of the Britishpack. One Mrs. J.k. Gangauli, Women in villages and cities
to partition Bengal in 1905 on gave her bracelet as a contribuwere getting mobilised by the
religious lines to divert the atten tion towards paying dfthe fine spirit of Swadeshi and Swaraj. In
tion of the people, among whoof Shri Duga Mohan Sen, who one instance, five hundred
anti British sentiment was on awas con- victed for seditiouswomen met at the Jenokand-vil
rise. activities by the British. lage in Murshidabad district, to
Geoge Curzon, theViceroy Women associated withrya protest against the British gov
of British India at the time of par Samaj were galvanising supporernment's decision to divide
tition of Bengal, further infuriat among women. SmtPurani, aBengal and wed the people to
ed the unrest by his statementssrominentArya Samaji in Hissar use country made gooddhe
His convocation speech at theravelled across various districtsgrowing resistance against the
Calcutta University on Februaryfor the cause of Swadeshi. Shéritish rule among the women
11, 1905 where he said thatadvocated that women shouldprompted the government to pro
Indians were not fit to take highpring up their sons to participatehibit the recording of swadeshi
offices because of their up bring-in trade, manufacture and sale ofongs on gramophone discs and
ing and the culture was con swadeshi rather than looking fortheir play in the theatre halls.
demned by the nationalists. Sistegovernment jobs. In Lahore,British Journalist Valentine
Nivedita was present in thewomen oganized a Ladies sec Chirol wrote in ‘India Unrest' -
University Hall during the con tion at the Industrial and"The revolt seems to have
vocation and took the lead inAgricultural Exhibition of 1909. obtained a firm hold of the
condemning Curzon's statementsyshila Devi of Sialkot, delivered Zenana and the Hindu woman
When Swami Vivekananda's a series of lectures in which shévehind the purdah often exer
brother Bhupendranath Dutt, edi attacked the government ancised a greater influence up' on
tor of the newspaper tgantar’ exhorted the women to rise to théher husband and her sons than the
was arrested on the cl@s of occasion. Har Devi who was wifeEnglish  woman who moves
sedition and convicted for one-of 3 Barrister in Lahore, the edi freely about the world. In Bengal
year imprison- ment, Sistertor of the Hindi Magazine 'The even small boys of so tender an
Nivedita went to the court to Bharat Bhagini', arranged meetage still have the run of Zenana,
stand as surety for hifiwo hur  ings and collected funds for thethey have been taught the whole
dred women signed a let- ter ofpurpose of assisting nationalistpattern of sedition and go about
honour for Dutta in a meetingunder trial. Sarala Devi from house to house dressed up
organised to render their sup-Chaudhurani, niece of as little Sanyasis in little yellow
port. RabindranatiThakur was great robes preaching hatred of the
A large number of women |y influenced by the Ganpati fes English."Q
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Plural identities in the Indian National Movement of Freedom
with Special Refeence toWomen Revolutionists ofAssam

Dr. Sindhu Poudyal

Assistant Professor
Department of
Philosophy
Central University

Tripura

here will be no dispute ™

regarding the fact that
our Indian movement for inde
pendence was a collectivefat
and chain of events- some tiec
together within historiography
and some are still scattered an
waiting for the development of &
narrative alongside digging ouths &
facts related to the same.
However we all are aware thatent India. In this papel shall be theAhom king then ruled by the
the aim of all these scatterechighlighting the role of the British. The second such was to
events in the form of agitations,Indian woman in the Indian establish theAhom kingdom
protests, and rebellions lastechational movement for inde under the leadership of the rela
more than ten decades and-ultipendence and this paper specifitive of former Ahom King
mately aimed towards thecally focus on the state ofJogeshwar Singha for
uprooting of the British-ruled Assam. Gadhadhar Singh as the king.
colonial domination in India  Like other parts of India, The third such attempt was initi
which existed for almost five Assam too had played a pivotahted in the year 1830 under the
centuries. One of the crucialrole in the Indian independencdeadership of Dhanjoy
nature of the Indian nationalmovementAssam can be seenBorgohain, Jewram Dulia
movement was that it was seatand termed as a mini India, noBaruah, Peali Borphukan, and
tered and ungranized unlike the because of only the geographiothers for the establishment and
rule of the British Governmentcal difference in terms of spa supremacy of thedAhom king
yet possessing one single godiality, but rather being a land ofdom over and above the British
and because of this, it becamamalgamation of multiple ethnicRaj. But unfortunatelyall these
difficult for the Britishers to tribes and religions and all ofthree revolts were lost by the-ni
comprehend the whole scenarithese have contributed theittiators, and their families- espe
in one shot for which they grad share to the development ofially wives and children were
ually lost the battle againstAssam along with the participa also arrested and eventually
Indian people who are rooted intion in the struggle for inde killed brutally by the British
the tradition in which we are pendence.According to the governmentWhen we mention
even today India as a state isprevalent data, there were athe names of the sacrifices and
vast, so also the cultures andeast three revolts against theontributions made by the great
ethnicities in it. Irrespective of existing colonial rulersThe first |leaders of that era we should
the pluralities, every part ofsuch revolt was started in thealso not foget the sacrifice
India contributed its  bit toyear 1828 to throw away Britishmade by the families of these
the achievement of an independrule and make Gomdhar Kuwargreat revolutionaries. These
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three struggles were initiatedKakai, Sashiprova Chaliha, of different ages from teen to
much before the all-India free Swarralata Barua, Hemoprovaadult - playing pivotal roles
dom struggle which was listedDas, Shashiprova Das, Ratna&ven with the women revolu
to start from 1857 onwards.Bezbarua, Guneshwari Devitionists during that era.

Hence, this can be taken as &undar kakati, Ratneshwari The role of Chandraprabha
clue that when we look into thePhukanani, GuneshwariSaikiani baideu in the freedom
greater picture of India andMajumdar  Khagendrapsia movement can be seen as one
attempt to do the historiographyBarua, Bhanumati Talukdar strong Pillar who initiated the
of the events in a linear wayHemanta Kumari Devi, education and employment for
which we intended to do duringDebeshwari Hazarika are promithe woman. Being a single
post-colonial India by the histo nent ones who actively took partmother and with all the odds of
rians was not comprehensiven Non-Co-operation movementsociety she fought for the rights
indeed. However this article of 1921 which was actively initi of women at such an age where
doesn't intend to instigate orated by M. K Gandhi. If we ana women were not allowed to
trigger any specific issuelhe lyze the ethnic identities of allhave an education. Her role
intention of bringing forth this these women who took part incould be seen mainly in revelu
point has been just to justify thesome way or the other in India'sionizing the prevalent practices
fact that, the Indian struggle forstruggle for Independence, theralong with marshaling the
independence and more specifionly we can very well appreciatewomen of Assam to join the
cally when we utter the phrase the pluralidentities, diversified non-cooperation movement in
Indian freedom struggle' wesocial strata of society as well ashe year 1921. Nalinibala Devi,

have to first understand that, i
neither started from only one
specific place and nor begar Chandraprabha
only in one single dayit is a  Sajkiani baideu in the
cluster of events taking place freedom movement can
simultaneously across India in be seen as one sing
some form or the other (even _. o

Pillar who initiated the

though we might have missec X
many more than we could his €ducation and employ
ment for the woman.

toricize. In the following pas _ ;
sages, | shall very briefly ana Being a single mother
and with all the odds of

lyze the role of those women
freedom fighters whose contri  society she fought for
the rights of women at

bution | believe needs to be
known by the whole country and such an age whez
the world not only today but also

women weee not allowed
to have an education.

in the future.
Indian freedom fight move
Her role could be seen
mainly in revolutioniz-

ment to name, a few have bee
ing the prevalent prac

Kiran Bala Bora baideuiii,

Bidyut Prosa Devi, Nalini Bala
tices along with mar
shaling the women of

Devi, Snehalata Bhattacharya
Assam to join the non-

Dharma Devi, Kanaklata
Barua, Chandaprova Saikiani,

cooperation movement
in the year 1921.

The role of

Sarala Das, Kiran Bala
Borkakat, KiranmayiAgarwala,
Bhadreshwari Devi, Lilabati

Guneswari Devi, and Hemanta
Kumari Devi's major contribu
tions lie in the roles they
played in the non-cooperation
movement.This trio together
opened a school to disseminate
the Swadeshi movement in
Assam. Nalinibala Devi was
one finest poet India could
produce during that age who
wrote severalAssames poems
which are high in spirit and
filled with futuristic dreams of
free land.This paper will be
incomplete without a mention
of the sacrifice made by
Birbala Kanaklata Barua about
whom there habseen a buzz in
late antiquity | believe, her role
in the freedom struggle needs to
be mentioned without any sec
ond observation because she
was one among very few
women teenage freedom fight
ers fromAssam in India who
also attained martyrdom in her
teens?d
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The revolt of 1857 was an e
integral mutiny of the 34th . s &
Native Infantry Chittagong

under the leadership of
Narendrajit Singh as they
were all fighting against the

British rule. In the psyche of
these evolutionary soldiers

there was no disparity in the

name of caste, azed or

religion. They were bound
together by a feeling of true
nationalism and intense
anti-colonial sentiments. In

January, 1858 fought in
Cachar and lost the battle, B
the prince was arrested by
the Manipur army. Thus his §
revolt in Cacharwas ' GlLt i
considered the eastern arm e, £
of the Revolt of 1857.

Literatur e andTales of Feedom &uggle with
Special Refeence to Noth-East India

and was deeply involved in theBrahmaputra valley and North
discontent itself that led to theBengal as well as east Bengal
Assistant Professor uprising. It was also involved with forming a solid block in
3| Department of English  the 1857 movement. Northeastern IndiaThe Bodos
Maharaja Bir Bikram . . .
: College Agartala There is abundant literaturewere the most important Indo-
(Tripura) for the North-east regarding theMongoloid people in eastern India
participation in events of 1857and they form the main basis of
ndian freedom movementand later days which help us tathe present day population of
was a battle of ideas thatreconstruct the role played by thighese tracts." (77) During the first
gave it a sense of modernity andegion. This paper is going to half of the nineteenth centyry
also the quest for its own civilisa highlight on the participation of monarchy began to favour the
tional strength. Literature hasNorth-east in freedom struggleBritish Empire. The rulers had
played an important role in histo through literature. assisted the British in 1824 during
ry. It has been used and is still The early history offripura is their campaign against Burma.
being used as a tool of propaganshrouded in myths and legendsThe British were very concerned
da. The North-east India partici According to the legends, the statevith the frequent revolts by the
pation in India's freedom struggleof Tripura was founded by tribal population and wanted to
is a tale ofvalour and courage Druhyu, a son of emperdfayati, take measures to prevent them as
which started in the 19th centurywho belonged to the lunarthey realised that the monarch
itself with a mass peasant uprisinglynasty Among the nineteen was incapable of doing the same.
against the British and resistancédribes, the Tripuris numerically The King became anxious to
by the hill peopleThe North-east constitute the layest tribe of please the British hence he made
region of India remained mostly Tripura. According to Roy attempts to improve the revenue
independent of the control of theChoudhury "The Tripuris belong collection in his state. For this
Delhi Sultanate or any other exterto  Bodo group of Indo- purpose, he appointed Balaram
nal power but was troubled withMongoloid people.The Bodos, Hazari as the Dewan who was to
the rule of the East Indi@ompany spread over the whole oflook after the revenue collection
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and with him he appointed Bipinjoined the mutineers on 20Superintendent. Inspite of the
Bihari Goswami, to take care ofDecember 1857 when theyreward, no one in the region gave
the state dhirs. The Dewan was reached Cachar The British any information about the six
very strict and harsh in his actionsgGovernment was given full sup Manipuri princes or Narendrajit
while collecting the revenue. Heport by King Ishanchandra whoSingh.This made the superinten
began to extract undue taxes fronprohibited the soldiers from enter dent realise the support which was
the people and this made peopléng his territory The infantry and there among the people and decid
rebel against the oppressive colthe prince was proving to be daned to employ harsher measures to
lector which resulted in a revolt ingerous for the British, Robertcontrol the mutineers.These
1857.The state dhirs were also Steward employed preventativeinstances give a clear indication
in a mess as Dewan had got fulforces at Cachar when his deputyhat in Cachar the uprising had
support of Goswami in allowing Lt. Ross informed him that theclearly turned into a revolt with
him to collect undue taxes frommutineers were split into groupsthe presence of Narendrajit Singh
people of Reang, who had alreadynd were trying to gain accessvho had full support of the people
faced two consecutive droughts innto Cachar and BadarpuThe of the region. Later on,
their region.The revolt was sup British toughened their measuresNarendrajit Singh was arrested by
ported by the other tribal peoplein Panchgram. the  Manipur army  but
and made the Kukis also to revolt  The revolt of 1857 was anChandrakirti Singh wanted him to
in 1860. Howeverthe revolts by integral mutiny of the 34th Native be released as he knew that the
the tribes were suppressed anthfantry Chittagong under the prince was not participating in the
Balaram Hazari was removedieadership of Narendrajit Singh agevolt in order to get access to the
from his dutiesThe revolt by the they were all fighting against thethrone. The prince had fought a
tribes coincided with the uprising British rule. In the psyche of thesewar for the independence of
of the 1857 which had begun toreyolutionary soldiers there wasCachar from the British rule.
mobilise the anti- Brirtish senti no disparity in the name of castePeople of Cachar gave full sup
ments in the North. creed or religion.They were port to the uprising by the prince
The mutiny of 1857 had pound together by a feeling ofand his army and turned it into a
stunned the British Indiam rye nationalism and intense antirevolt of such an immense scale.
Empire and had begun to showonial sentiments. In JanuaryThe revolt under Narendrajit
impact on Cachar under the lead1858 fought in Cachar and lost theSingh led to awakening the people
ership of Narendrajit Singh, apattle, the prince was arrested byowards a common aim of over
Manipuri prince who was son ofthe Manipur armyThus his revolt throwing the British and attaining
Maharaja Chourjit Singh. During jn Cachar was considered thehe freedom of North eastern
the revolt, the prince was able tQeastern arm of the Revolt of 1857India from their oppressive rule.
provide strong leadership to the pyring 1850s, Narendrajit The revolt helped in spreading the
mutineers. Narendrajit singh hadsjngh who had managed to escapieeling of Nationalism in the
not forgotten the unfair deeds ofafter the Cachar attacked rgan  region of Cacharlt was an inde
the east India Company during thgsed a battle force with anti- pendent principality till 1820s and
reign of his fathefThe prince was British population of Cachar andwas not fully aware of the binding
harbouring anti- British senti jaj| authorities to help the arrestedstatus of a state. Rtévart, has
ments and felt that participating inprince to be rescuedThe six been goted from one of his letters
the mutiny of 1857 will help him princes managed to escape imbout his views on the strength of
to take revenge from the British, january 1958 though they werehe mutineersiVhen the mutineers
thus he joined the war of inde ynaple to join the war of of the 34th National Infantry
pendenceThe soldiers of the 34th Binnakandy Urgent hunt was entered Cehar and their strength
Native Infantry in Chittagong ordered by the Superintendent buand intentions were unknown, the
fought the Battle at Latoo on 8the eforts were futile.The jail agitation amongst the
December 1857. The soldiers staf was held responsible for thisMunnipoorie ~population was
killed Major Byng who was fight mjishap.A reward of rupees hun extreme, and the station was
ing for the British. The prince dred was declared by thethreatened each day with attack.
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ﬁ'l‘maﬁm%ﬁmwﬁ%aa
70 gfen afvem =t iR
TEr €, fomiveR sTafat @t SR
foren =1 emyfrer 1ol wEEE SR
Afifaerar ¥ ire fean | Heensit
Hi agHfSen fafegn i sy
TN AR ki ST 1 TE | I
BRER o foren T | STt SHeR
fomr wned féan ok otqw <0 @
A feq & eeq T o ot
FRU o foh emegfren afvadt fan
e J A R HHedl &
T Y S | ARG e speen @
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I g < Wel B € | I8a 39 o1
F A fF FY ARG FH G
Hd WU 9 e s A5 A9 |
Fael deife 3R ifeher ¥ afesn

Fem:sﬂzmaﬁumﬁlm

TH FER G N T H T
e A ot JUR HA T g
TUe  foh 3T 7 et ¥Rd & fou
afees gfran ot enifelss Tem, S
& iR Hyeifae sicar | o= &
AT g9 Ha WA T A5 T
S T ST B |

S sAtesn, YH@ iyt
Hifedr 7 wal o1, fF wRdE
Sire el Wrhfdeh Ak | Th B

3T I T | FHe W TR el qeh
T ! Fafrdl <@ S Fehdl ¥ |
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319} R T off =€ ¥
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B 9RG H TRETel Siepias
forurad we gl 1 g SER A
e & ot | U= oG | forem 1
FAfys Hewl YeM fehar T
foue qat ewa =afe & aafea
o1 foerr o | ofifaes ofiR stefars
qed qun fafwe SwRerael i
fafyaa frafe & fou foem =t
STERAhdl i Fal TR fora T |
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difg® T 4 & T8 ™ H Ha
T T i Aested o fafi s
I ATl YA gU SH HE fawm-
o 3@ ¥ U R faam |
o 9 & T, T fava | T
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