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Teaching and Learning and Environmental Context

Dr. T.S. Girishkumar

The process of education under these contexts do carry such cate-
gories knowingly or unknowingly. In this process, Bharatiya Sanskriti
is hardly touched upon, and European individualism and self-orienta-
tion becomes influential. This being the social context, education car-
ried out in such context fail to
approximate the desideratum of
Vasudhaiva kutumbakam or
Ekamsad vipra bahudhavadanti.
The example of Kerala society is
indeed, glaring and at the same
time indicates impending disaster
of disintegrating societies.
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Teaching and Learning and
Environmental Context

Dr T.S. Girishkumar concer_n here is something pos_ame curricula, same administra-
very directly connected to this;tion and same teachers who keep
Professor of

Philosophy (Rtd.) a}lbeit it affects the thing in ques-getting tr.ansfers to vgrious places.
MSU Baroda tion very much: our concern herelet us pick up two different con-
(Guijarat) is the context of educating, or thetexts or environments with which
environment of the process ofl am personally familiar with,
he fundamental process ofteaching and learning. Gujarat and Kerala. Anyone can
education ought to be teachEnvironment or the context go for a sample survey and any-
ing and learning unlike some |t may appear that the contextone can formulate a questionnaire
post-modern communists whoor environment has nothing sig-and the result shall be simply
wish to present it as self-learningnificant to do with the process ofstriking. | haven't done any such
through intellectually guiding stu- teaching and learning, but onsurvey in person, but | do have
dents towards self-learning. Thisscrupulous analysis, it shall beobserved — first hand experiences
intellectually guiding students toproved otherwise. This can atwhich shall be sufficient to pro-
self-learning phenomenon is asnce be made clear by picking upvide a hypothetical conclusion
unclear and confusing as the runinstances of the same kind oflogically, which can amount to my
ning post-modern jargons oftenteaching and learning done in dif-prediction.
put forward by some of such soferent environments, or context. From this generalisation, let us
called thinkers to get confusedwith varying contexts in our go into a specific concept in these
followers through intense confu-Bharat, this rather becomes muclwo categories of students, and for
sions of jargon mongering. Thiseasy. instance, let us take the funda-
also being the case with contem- We have Kendriya Vidyalays mental concept of ‘Kutumba’. Let
porary education ongoing, ourall over Bharat, and they haveus try to find out how the
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Kutumba concept is understooc
and handled by the students o
Gujarat and Kerala. Let us
remember that the concept of
Kutumba becomes very important
in the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition, and obviously in
Bhartiya Sanskriti. An integrated
Kutumba is the essentially basic
unit of the epistemology of co-
existence, which is one of the car
dinal principles of Bhartiya
knowledge tradition. The process
shall be something like this: from

The process of education
under these contexts do
carry such categories
knowingly or unknowing-
ly. In this process,
Bharatiya Sanskriti is
hardly touched upon, and
European individualism
and self-orientation
becomes influential. This
being the social context,
education carried out in
such context fail to

integrated Kutumba to integrated @Ppproximate the desidera-
society and then to integratec tum of Vasudhaiva kutum-

Rashtra. Borrowing from
Pujaniya Guruji, the co-existence
of different members of the
Kutumba is built upon the princi-
ple of Tyaga, where one is evel
prepared to sacrifice for the other
Pujaniya Guruji was comparing
the ‘social contract theories’ of

European political philosophy, tence of the multiple and plural.

bakam or Ekamsad vipra
bahudhavadanti. The
example of Kerala society
is indeed, glaring and at
the same time indicates
impending disaster of dis-
integrating societies.

and he strongly suggests thaBome statistics
General statistics suggests thatation between grandchildren and
al, it is based on the concept othe society of Kerala has the maxgrandparents. The situation of the
Tyaga. Tyaktenabunjita is whatimum number of breaking fami- society could well be imagined.

Bharatiya society is not contractu-

the Upanishads teaches us, ankiks and divorces. It may also be

also number one in orphanages
and old homes. The siblings find
old parents both liability and bur-
den, the siblings mostly live
abroad and are economically well
off, and they find it convenient to
dump old parents in old homes
and keep paying money to the old
homes out of their ‘duty’ to par-
ents. Kerala is number one in such
cases, as the politicians keep
claiming of their being number
one in all kind of things.

Nuclear families are an
increasing phenomenon in Kerala,
the wife and husband just prefer
their ‘privacy’ with no interfer-
ence from anyone. Individualism
had already taken over, and indi-
viduals consider themselves as
autonomous with the existentialis-
tic premise that ‘the other is a
threat’. Grandchildren don't find
grandparents any good, and they
interact less even when they hap-
pen to meet: there is no communi-

In my experience, such things

that is the basis of our co-exis-the case that the same society ido not happen in Gujarat, at least

it is not perceivable in the society.
What is perceived is just the
opposite, co-existence is given in
perception, Sanskriti is given in
perception. | need not elaborate
much.
The context of ‘Tridoshas’
Communism, Separatist Islam
and Separatist Christianity are
considered as the three ‘Doshas’
in Bharat. Among these, commu-
nism by default is against
Nationhood per say, as they aspire
for internationalism in theory.
Separatist Islam wants Dar-Ul-
Islam, and such people had been
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aspiring for the same like in thestudents normally and usuallyprocess of ‘sputikarana’ — refine-
case of Jamluddin Afghani.carry the mannerism and ways oment of the person who is know-
Separatist Christianity gets standwestern living, especially havinging. This refining process is the
ing funds for conversions throughdone her entire schooling andprocess of ‘Sanskarana’ -
the dictum of you are wrong andhigher educations abroad. But thisSanskritavatkarana’ of higher
we are right, an age-old phenomestudent remains an exception, jusievels of refining. The Sanskriti of
non. All these are intensely activefor one reason that her parent8harat, Bharatiya Sanskriti, is an
in Kerala. belong to the ‘Swaminarayan’ultimate manifestation of this
The process of educationsampradaya, and she had begprocess of refining beginning with
under these contexts do carry sucimto the sampradaya right fromcontext, environment and say,
categories knowingly or unknow-the childhood. Her PhD was on‘parisara’.
ingly. In this process, Bharatiyathe Sampradaya as well. Despite What shall make one an
Sanskriti is hardly touched upon,having born and brought upauthentic Bharatiya is Bharatiya
and European individualism andabroad, she remains a complet&anskriti, which is Indebatable,
self-orientation becomes influen-Bharatiya child. Just with this indubitable. The End-Desideratum
tial. This being the social context,example alone, one can easilyf Bharatiya education system
education carried out in such condemonstrate the impact of contexbught to be making of authentic
text fail to approximate the and environment in education —Bharatiyas, who shall be Sanskari
desideratum of Vasudhaivaone need no further instances. Bharatiyas. Should the parisara be
kutumbakam or Ekamsad vipra Maharishi Gautama says ainappropriate, this desideratum
bahudhavadanti. The example ofrery important thing about educa-may not be reached. Hence should
Kerala society is indeed, glaringtion and knowledge. He says thathe parisara be inappropriate, there
and at the same time indicateknowledge must affect the know-shall be no real point in any as
impending disaster of disintegrat-er, or what one may consider asvell as all kinds of education. It

ing societies. knowledge shall never be knowl-may appear that parisara is not
The importance of context or edge, that shall simply be infor-significant, but in reality, parisara
environment mation only. He insists on theshall be the very edifice upon

| had a PhD student, who wasaffectivity’ — “Badhita” aspect of which education must be imparted
born and brought up abroad. Suclknowledge through an intenseand built.Q
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Analyzing the Problems of Students in the
Pedagogy of Education : P R Sarkar’s Views

IRl the whole of humanity. One ofknowledge is the internal pro-
Bl Accictont Professor | LN€ Major reasons why it isjection of the internal or cosmic

4 Department of Philosophy €SSential to offer education for-spirituality. This is all jiina 1.

q  Tripura University mally (or even informally) to Hence, one thing which is clear
learners is for a constitution ofin P R Sarkar’s view is that if
civil society. Another aim that our education aims to be knowl-

R. Sarkar’s theory of edu-the classical education systenedgable then what would be the

cation is also called neo-promotes —is that it is one of thepurpose and usage of such

humanist education where heamnarches through which one carknowledge, and within that
tried to necessitate the signifi-be knowledgable and the onenowledge system what role and
cance of education in humarwho knows becomes liberatedresponsibility that a student/
development. The reason beingrom the world of limitation. learner must have. | am going to
educated is not essential foHence, in several of his dis-analyzing following few pas-
mere development becauseourses, he holds - What is jiina8ages.

development for good or badThere are two types of jiin: mun- Neohumanism as a whole
happens spontaneously whethettane knowledge, or apara- jiinaand neohumanist education in
we formally do it or not. But and spiritual knowledge, or particular in P R Sarkar’s words
because human intelligencepara-jfina. Mundane knowledgeaims to promote the all-round
remains unattended for longer itmay be defined as the internatlevelopment of the world which
may lead to adverse impacts angrojection of external physicali- is based on the states, structures,
in return can turn destructive forty. And para-jfina or spiritual changes, and modifications of
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all these qualitative differencesthey had acquired in the courseask is completed, i.e comple-
among the learners. So accordef their education also disap-tion of the course/examination.
ing to him, no all-round progresspears from the more developedence, one of the essential fac-
is possible while ignoring any parts of their minds. Hence, adors to promote a fruitful educa-
entity, irrespective of its molec- soon as the rude teacher leavd®on a student needs to be free
ular, atomic, or electronic basethe classroom the studentdrom fear. Fear of failure seems
That is why any thought alonginstead of introspecting theto be one of the very first hur-
sectarian lines is fundamentallylearning feel a little relaxed thatdles in the process of gaining
incorrect. And this is the reasonthe class ended. However, thdruitful education.
why he holds, “I am compelled remittance of the class continues P. R Sarkar further proposes
to say that the path of Neofor a longer duration i.e within athat people in many countries
Humanism, is the only path offew hours, whatever they hadthroughout the world are
welfare ... the only path ofstored in memory gradually painfully experiencing the detri-
progress. And this is a path thastarts to erase. There are incimental effects of education
is predetermined by thedents in everyday occurrenceshrough the medium of fear.
Supreme Shelter (prapattinivadthat out of fear of failing their Most educated people lose the
dha) ... there is no other seconéxaminations, students workabilities they acquired through
path.” (Shabda Cayanika Parhard in a disinterested mannereducation after they graduate
4). and when they meet failurefrom school or university and
Education is a centrally instead of improvement manyenter their field of work. If one
learner-driven process and it hagrefer to quit, or commit suicidewere to assess the outcome
to be because education aims tbecause their expectations don’(both in terms of quality and
allow an individual to gradually match with what they have quantity) of the education these
reach perfection in all four anticipated. More so, manypeople received, one gets to the
spheres — physical, psychicalwould remain forgetful once theconclusion that most of these
social, and spiritual. Hence in
the neohumanist paradigm, P F
Sarkar highlights the following
crucial issues related to the stu
dents which need proper atten
tion while framing policies
related to education — Firstly, he
holds it is improper to extort
anything from students through
undue pressure and intimidation
Intimidation appears to work to
some extent, but it does noi
yield lasting results. Whatever
students learn from their parent:
and teachers out of fear fade:
into oblivion as soon as the
agencies of fear disappear. Th
reason is that their learning anc
their fear were inseparably asso
ciated, so with the disappear-
ance of fear, the knowledge tha
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learner even at a very small age.
However, adolescent learners,
are future-oriented and their
minds are full of dreams of the
future. So according to Sarkar,
adolescents should be taught,
without indulging in narrow-
mindedness, through the medi-
um of idealism. However, the
minds of young adults, are
inclined towards realism, so in
their case, pure idealism
might not be effective hence
, a (0 educate such young adults,
R i e Rica a harmonious blend of ideal-
learners, time, ability, and laborraphy of the globe, and theyism and realism is required.
had been wasted or had beemay also be taught the initial All these pedagogies are to
passed meaninglessly. Hencdessons of how to practice uni-be actualized through a teacher
infesting intimidation to impart versalism in their lives becauseand for that reason P R Sarkar
education could be a misnomerthey are small but not naive.holds, Teachers must bear in
There has to be a genuine thirsThey can adapt and learnmind that their students -
for knowledge among the learn-Values like equality, universali- whether very young learners,
ers and it must be awakened tty, etc can be imparted to theadolescents, youths, old people,
quench that thirst. Then only o or actual children - are, to
education as a process will be Educationis acentrally — them all just children of differ-
worth giving and worth receiv- I_earner-drlven process and ent ages; and that they are chil-
ing — in terms of the develop- |tt_has o be because e_:du.ca- dren like their students. If
: .~ tion aims to allow an indi- .

ment c_)f body, mind, and §p|r|t vidual to gradually reach teachers_ distance themsglves
and this can be one of the ideal perfection in all four from their stud_ents_, or continu-
for the student. spheres — physical, psychi- ally try to maintain a forced

Another aspect of P. R cal, social, and spiritual. gravity, they will not be able to
Sarkar’s learner-centric educa- Hence in the neohumanist establish sweet, cordial rela-
tion is to take into consideration  paradigm, P R Sarkar tions with their students. In
the nature of education which is highlights the following return instead of making teach-
imparted to the different groups ~crucial issues related to  ing-learning an effective affair
of students for instance, small the students which need oy achieving developmental
children are by nature most Proper attention while goals tends to be disinterested
inclined towards play, so a thirst framing policies related - boring. The free and frank

; to education — Firstly, he . o

for knowledge will have to be holds it is improper to exchgnge of ideas is S|mply not
awakene_zd in chlldren. through  oyiort anything from possible unl'ess'a feellng of
the medium of play — like fancy  stydents through undue ~ Mutual affection is established.
stories, fantasies or also by fairy pressure and intimida- The lack of cordial relations
tales. Because they are mor tion. Intimidation causes many children to heartily
imaginative and emotional, appears to work to some  wish for the death of either their
through stories, they can easily extent, but it does not severe teachers or their abusive
be taught the history and geog  Yield lasting results. parents/d
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Smart Campus A Step Towards
Knowledge Superpower

Dr. Jaya Sharma with the e_ducatlon sector beingNeed of a Smart Cqmpus
Assoc Prof no exception. These smart tech- A smart campus incorporates
SS ’

Faculty of Management, ~ Nologies are rapidly shaping andligital technologies and data
Pacific Academy of Higher nfluencing the modus vivendi, analytics to optimise the overall
University, Udaipur (Raj.)  business, and educational frameearning experience for students
work including the methodolo- and the functioning of institu-
he knowledge superpowergies employed in the pursuit oftion. The concept of smart cam-
status, envisaged in theknowledge. These transforma-jus is key to digital transforma-
National Education Policy, 2020tive technologies are findingtion of education. It provides
makes it expedient to inculcateapplication even in our socio-students with seamless access to
world class quality and innova-cultural, political, and strategic educational resources such as
tiveness in education. Rapid andlomains. A smart campusLearning Management Systems,
ongoing emergence of advanceénhances overall performancedigital platforms and mobile
technologies, such as Atrtificial efficiency, learning and researchapps. Technologies like Beacon,
Intelligence, Machine Learning,to be competitive and globally RFID and NFC can help locate
Internet of Things, Robotics,relevant in the arena of educaand track students and their
Immersive Learning, Quantumtion. The integration of smartpresence in the campus. Overall,
Computing, among others, hasonnected systems within asmart campuses can be consid-
brought about a transformativecampus can revolutionize tradi-ered as anchors for the digital
impact across various sectorstional pedagogical methods.  transformation of education as
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they provide students and edu
cators with the necessary tools
and technologies to enhance th
learning experience, efficiency,
productivity, security and sus-
tainability of the educational
institutions.
Global Trend

The trend of smart campus i<
gaining popularity globally, and
many universities and educa-
tional institutions are investing
in technology to improve the
student experience and increas
operational efficiency. Out of
hundreds of such smart campus
es that are fast emerging worlc
over, let's take up a single exam:
ple of the Georgia institute. The
Georgia Institute of Technology
in the US is a representative
example of smart campuses
evolving in

A smart campus incor-
porates digital tech-
nologies and data ana-
lytics to optimise the
overall learning expe-
rience for students
and the functioning of
institution. The con-
cept of smart campus
is key to digital trans-
formation of educa-
tion. It provides stu-
dents with seamless
access to educational
resources such as
Learning Management
Systems, digital plat-
forms and mobile
apps.

How To Begin

Educational institutions in
the country can achieve this by
adhering to a set of guidelines,
which include the formulation
of a clear vision and strategy
that outlines the goals and
objectives to be achieved such
as enhancing the student experi-
ence, increasing efficiency and
reducing costs. Secondly, uni-
versities must conduct a com-
prehensive assessment of the
existing infrastructure to identi-
fy areas that need improvement
in order to support a smart cam-
pus. The needs of students, staff,
and faculty must be identified
and prioritized to determine the
specific technologies and servic-
es required to support a smart
campus. A detailed plan of

Euro-American resources, improve security andmplementation, including time-

countries. They have imple-provide real-time information to lines, budgets, and resources
mented a wireless networkstudents, staff and faculty. Theseequired, must be developed.
infrastructure, loT-enabled cam-initiatives have helped the uni-The implementation of neces-
pus security system, mobile appversity to improve student expe-sary technologies such as loT
for students, data analytics, andience, increase efficiency, anddevices, data analytics plat-
a smart energy management syseduce costs and energy conforms, and mobile and web
tem to provide access to digitalsumption.

applications is crucial to support
the smart campus. The smart
campus must be rigorously test-
ed and evaluated to ensure that it
meets the goals and objectives
and necessary adjustments must
be made. Furthermore, a contin-
uous monitoring and improve-
ment process must be in place to
keep the smart campus up-to-
date and efficient. Collaboration
with partner such as technology
vendors, service providers, and
other institutions to share
knowledge and best practices
and to develop innovative solu-
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tions should also be consideredbecome more prevalent, provid-efficiently. Cybersecurity will
The process of building a smaring students with immersive andbecome increasingly important
campus is a complex and ongointeractive learning experiencesas universities collect and store
ing process, but with a clearand allowing them to accessmore data to protect sensitive
vision, strategy, and plan ineducational resources from anynformation and prevent cyber-
place, universities can succesdocation at any time. attacks. Smart campuses will
fully implement and maintain a Furthermore, 5G networks will also play a critical role in mak-
smart campus that supports theffer faster and more reliableing the campus more sustainable
needs of their students, staff, andonnectivity on smart campusesby reducing energy consump-
faculty. The higher educationalenabling new use cases such d@®on and waste and promoting
institutes (HEIs) and schools toareal-time video streaming andenvironment friendly practices.
need to follow the suit. more accurate location-basedConclusion
Future of Smart Campus services. Additionally, the use of In conclusion, smart cam-
The future of smart campus-LoraWan enabled Internet ofpuses have the potential to revo-
es is expected to be influencedhings (IoT) devices on smartlutionize the way education is
by a plethora of emerging tech-campuses will continue to grow,delivered, by providing students
nologies and trends. Theseoroviding universities with more with access to digital resources
include the integration of data and insights to optimizeand technologies, and by allow-
Artificial Intelligence and campus operations and improvéng universities to optimize their
Machine Learning technologies,the student experience.operations and resources. Smart
which will provide students with Blockchain technology will be campuses integrate various tech-
personalized learning experi-used to secure and manage datlogies such as IoT, Artificial
ences and enable universities ton smart campuses, providingntelligence, Machine Learning,
analyse large amounts of data tgtudents and faculty with securevirtual and Augmented Reality,
improve campus operations.access to educational resourcesG networks, blockchain, and
Augmented Reality and Virtualand allowing universities to cyber security to create an
Reality technologies will manage and share data morenmersive and automated expe-
' rience for students, staff, and
faculty. The future of smart
campus is expected to be shaped
by these emerging technologies
and trends, and will provide stu-
dents with more personalized
and interactive learning experi-
ences, and allow universities to
operate more efficiently and sus-
tainably. Smart campuses are
not only an investment in the
future of education but also in
the future of society. The bene-
fits of smart campus are many
and universities should consider
investing in building one for the
betterment of the all its stake-
holders.d

=
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