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Bharat Nirman : Concept and Challenges

Dr T.S. Girishkumar know that knowledge in Bharat isbe epistemologically co-existing
— knowledge per say, that is, knowl-with the multiple and plural in an
Professor of

Philoso edge of all kinds of things possi-integrated manner. Such episte-
phy (Rtd.) : . i " .
MSU Baroda ble and available in the cosmos amologically co-existing with the
(Gujarat) such. Acharyas of ancient Bharamultiple, plural and the very cos-
had created knowledge upon almos itself shall not decline in any
he present government in theavailable area of the very cosmospatural manner, until, it is exter-
centre had boldly and system-which becomes a vary vast rangaally attacked. Even with all such
atically undertaken the seeminglyof knowledge, rather, knowledgeexternal attacks, such Sanskriti
impossible challenge of Bharatabout everything. Such knowl-shall not wither or vanish, they
Nirman in a seriously daring man-edge range is from the Vedas tshall remain though latent; but
ner. Indeed, this Bharat Nirman iskamasutra. indeed, continuing to be powerful
actually Bharat PunarNirman, and |t is common notion that cul- and formidable.
this has various ingredients inbuiltture begins, develops and then Bharatiya Sanskriti had to
in it, that can really make thedeclines. This is not the case wittundergo thrashing from various
entire task a tough one. But thenBharat, because Sanskriti is muclnvaders right from AD 712
tough tasks are undertaken byeyond the concept of culturethrough the Arab invasion of
tough personalities. Culture is simply ‘refined human Sindh by the Umayyad military
Why Bharat PunarNirman?  existence’ but Sanskriti is ‘refined campaigns under Mohammad Bin
Let us understand Bharat as @uman existence in tandem withQassim. The entire Sindh was
knowledge society, and Bharatiyathe cosmos itself with a built-in converted into Islam, and those
Sanskriti as a knowledge-basedealisation of the transcendental’who could run away from Sindh
Sanskriti. It shall be interesting toHere, existence of Sanskriti shalremained Hindus mostly in
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Punjab. They further had to flee ininsults and humiliation. to the Nagariks of Bharat. They
1947, when Bharat was cunningly Today, we can afford to sayare still confused and grouping in
divided on the basis of Islamthat Bharatiya Sanskriti lost noth-dark.
which is another history. After the ing significant. We remain stillthe ~ Such works are undertaken by
Arab conquest of Sindh, theresame, and ever more powerful ashe Rashtriya Swayam Sevak
took place many more military well. Fortunately, our history is Sangh with excellent performanc-
invasions upon Bharat, there weravell written on granites through es. As we all know, if we think
all the nasty faces of barbaricsculptures and carvings, ourthat we are in better position with
attacks including forceful conver- knowledge exited through ShrutiDharma today, it is only due to the
sions into Islam, abduction ofand Smriti traditions and theactivities and sacrifices of
women, loot, destruction and sovVedopanishadic knowledge tra-Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh.
on. Though the first invader of dition continued through We do have our own government
Bharat was Alexander, son ofBharatiya Sanskriti. They doalso. Bharat has to be made,
Phillip of Macedonia, it was lessexist vividly which is indu- undoubtedly.
destructive, and the real devastabitable, but the question is, how It should be made possible for
tions began with the Muslim inva- many Bharatiyas are given suctall Bharatiyas to know what is
sions. And what began in 712 ADknowledge and awareness? Bharat, what is Bharatiya
continued till the arrival of the The concept of Bharat Nirman  Sanskriti and what is it to be a
Europeans initially to trade, and Let us assume that nothing ofNagarik of Baharat. The govern-
subsequently to subjugate. Bharatiya Sanskriti or of the mentis at it, they have a lot to do,
From 712 AD to 1947 AD, it Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi-they are trying to understand each
was a real long period. Normallytion is lost either through inva- aspect of our existence to make
for Islam, their history is such, sions or through time. This is fair-appropriate corrections. This has
that the entire society getsly correct also. But the questionto be done on education, and the
Islamised in no time. Similarly, is, how far and to what extentprocess of refining education shall
Christianisation of any society issuch aspects are made available foe an ongoing one for some time,
also rather total. But as mentionedhe Nagariks of Bharat? There areand we cannot predict for how
earlier, Bharatiya  Sanskriti still many attacks on our Sanskritilong this shall go on. Like the
remained latent, yet powerful, andhrough modern propagandasocial institution of education,
did manifest as appropriate timemachines. A required knowledgethere are other social institutions
arrived, after all those years ofstructure is not yet made availablalso, and they are also needed to
be refined.

Let us not commit a conceptu-
al mistake here, some people want
to think that Bharat Nirman is
akin to going back in time to the

&= ancient times or days; but such
thinking is totally wrong and spu-
rious. Punar Nirman is not going

} back in time, on the contrary, it
shall be re-inventing our ancient
Sanskriti through present time and
space in our own selves. Further,
this shall be a process that had
taken place in all times and given
differences also in space. In short,
Bharat Nirman shall be showing
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one, what one really is, and telling On the other hand and to all kinds of actions. In our
one who he really is, and who he Hindu Dharma doe’s experience, we find that their
really ought to be. advocate secularism in a most powerful weapon is anti-

Challenges natural manner Hindu attitude in general and cre-
The challenges to these are through concepts like ating caste divisive antagonism in
multiple and many. Politically, the “asudhaiva kutum- particular, apart from creating
opposition constantly politicise bakam’ and the like, regional differences.
everything through contradicting apart from ‘Ekam sad- It appears that it is really very
the policies of government, no vipra bahudhavadanti'. difficult to counter such massive

matter what the government wish- Bharat is united through destructive phenomena which is
es to establish. The political oppo- Bharatiya Sanskriti, and trying to destroy the one-ness of
sition is blind, that they can hard- the Hindu Dharma had Bharat. But this can well be

ly look into the merits of the case, been preserving destroyed to very good extent. |
and as a matter of fact, they donc Bharatiya Sanskriti and ~ would suggest that, somewhere in
want to look into any meritorany  the Vledopanishadic appropriate time in future, Bharat
positive points, they simply want knowledge tradition and should be declared a Hindu
to oppose and contradict whateve transmitting it from Rashtra. Making Bharat Hindu

the government proposes. It may generations to genera- Rashtra can at once solve all these
be the case that the opposition d tions. Perhaps this may problems to a very good extent.
not want to support good gover- act as a panacea for all All arguments against Hindutva
nance simply because they wan hurdles to move from could systematically be demon-
their supporters to continue sup- |ndia to Bharat, which strated as spurious from the very
porting them, or they simply fear shall be Bharat Nirman. functioning itself. Hindu need not
that they shall loose their signifi- be secular, as secularism is built
cance and existence. So far, thisient funds from enemies ofinto the very concept of Hindutva
may be looked at as so good, iBharat not only to run their show,by default. Secularism is essen-
may be commonly functioning for but also to make savings for themtially a European concept, which
political existence and the like. selves. is actually synthetic and artificial.

But then, that alone is not the This indeed, is a serious situait is artificial for the Europeans
case. Those who oppose goes ttion. Those who get funds, thosebecause none of their religions
nefariously spreading lies and liewho get time and space, thosadvocate secularism. On the other
propaganda to any extent to tarwho create definite agenda andhand, Hindu Dharma does advo-
nish the government in manythose who do not want to seecate secularism in a natural man-
cases. They are found infuriatingbeyond their noses, those who jushter through concepts like
common people through the sentikeep loving their own comfort ‘Vasudhaiva kutumbakam’ and
ments of religion, caste, regional-zones irrespective of anythingthe like, apart from ‘Ekam sad-
ism etc. — all of them eventuallyhappening to anyone and anyvipra bahudhavadanti’. Bharat is
amounting to separatism and diswhere just want to keep maintain-united through Bharatiya
integrating the unity of Bharat. ing their own comfort zones from Sanskriti, and the Hindu Dharma
Such instances in today’s Bharagood to better and better, are aredlad been preserving Bharatiya
are plenty, be it ShaheenBaug agiproblem of hindrance to any goodSanskriti and the Vedopanishadic
tation against the CAA, or be itstep in the present situation andnowledge tradition and transmit-
the farmers agitation and the like conditions. ting it from generations to genera-
The point is, that, they are able to In the world’s largest and mosttions. Perhaps this may act as a
find space and time for such liemeaningful democracy of Bharat,panacea for all hurdles to move
based artificially erected issuessuch people really shall go onfrom India to Bharat, which shall
and they are able to gather suffiwith their fetishisms to any extentbe Bharat NirmanQd
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Decolonization of India : A Perspective
from the Classical Philosophical Schools

Rl Wwonder of its substance, whatext of every human being born
DT T — those striking features led to then this culture. As human exis-

Tripura University retainment of the soul oftence inthe world is driven by
Bhéaratiyata in Bhéarat. In thisa purpose and that purpose is

paper, | sought to highlight oneto find ethical meaning while

of two such features whichliving and destined towards

The civilization of India could let to the evolving as wellliberation which essentially
i.e.Bharatis considered to be on@s retainment of the chentan& ofmeans breaking the cycle of
of the oldest civilizationsthat Bharatiyata and what went offbirth and death. Though there
existed and evolved continuallytrack for which even after inde-are three paths to liberation
among the living traditions of pendence, we could not comalirected by the sacred scrip-
the world. One of the striking out of the colonial zeal com-tures; all the nine major philo-
features of this civilization is pletely, especially within the sophical traditions of India
that it continually evolved with domains of theorizing the tradi-accepted knowledge as one of
all its rise and falls still main- tion. the essences of human exis-
tained to survive amidst warfare Indian knowledge tradition tence in the world. Hence,
and one of the longest colonizedequated ‘knowledge with being’ even the néastika schools like
countries. Hence, at this junc-and ‘being with liberation’. Carvaka - who do not believe
ture of this dawn of new hori- Though this statement sounds$n the Vedas as the supreme
zons for India, we need to lookvery lame in utterance, it is pro-authority nor believe in any
back and ponder along with thefoundly meaningful in the con- kind of life after death also
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believe that knowledge can be The aim was not to serve other six orthodox schools of
acquired from perception and tc  only one or some but the  thought too gave importance to
know is one of the essences ¢  whole of the cosmos — various means ‘to know’ as one
being human. In the same tradi. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam. of the essential features of
tion of nastikaschool of thought, If India could do it in the human existence in the world.
we have Buddha and Jainé past, it may do it againin ~ The whole of the Indian knowl-

philosophies who may not future too. The first edge tradition culminates in
believe Vedas to be the suprem  attempt | through this knowledge to the level that
authority when it comes to the paper wish to propose is  knowledge has been equated
derivation of the eternal knowl-  the revival of the past with liberation. Here | would
edge tradition, but the essence ¢  knowledge tradition and like to bring the Advaita tradi-
Budhha and Jaina philosophy methods so that gradually tion which states — ‘to know is to
lies in the fact that leading an  India retains that lost approach and seated in that

ethical life is essential not only tower of the civilizational knowledge and become a sthee-
for the person to live this life constitution. For instance, taprajfia. Hence, the common
alone but for the afterlife too. the classical philosophy of meaning that liberation is to
Hence even though Buddha ani Yoga has been revived but reach somewhere, has been nul-
Jaina traditions did not accep! not as the method and aim lified by the Advaita tradition as

the supreme philosophies of the  with which Maharshi well as in Bhagavad Gita.
Vedas but still highlighted the Patanjali perhaps Bhagavad Gita which can be
necessity of the meaning of envisioned. seen as the summary of all the
being human and the role of classical Indian traditions sum-

knowledge in acquiring the Buddha taught that at the root omarizes the essence of knowl-
highest knowledge. Buddhaitthere is ‘not knowledge’ which edge to know why human life is
goes on to elaborate that thdie terms as avidya. The one whaneaningful in this world and
meaning of human existence isacquires knowledge and is seatwhy it is only for the human that
to get rid of Suffering which ed in that knowledge becomediberation to matters. Now, the
every human being faces in lifeethical and will eventually whole of this | see as a departure
but for the cessation of sufferingachieve Nirvana. Likewise, all point why Indian philosophy

e 7. ‘{‘f.i'lé'
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neither thought of the need of
having any copyright, nor any
script to preserve and write the
text. The system of knowledge
was confined to existence
itself with the optimum usage
of faculties of understanding -
sravana, manana andnid-
dhiyasana.

Hence when we think of
decolonization, | prefer to revive
the lost knowledge tradition of
this land which had only one
aim to serve the Vasudha and

' show the way which is the right
unfulfiled information. way and is the only way. The
own way across the globe by thelvailable primary sources areaim was not to serve only one or
visitors who travelled to India considered either mythical orsome but the whole of the cos-
for acquiring knowledge which distorted with overlapping colo- mos — Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.
this tradition has to offer to any-nial narratives. Because of thidf India could do it in the past, it
one who seeks ‘to know'. Onewhatever available data wemay do it again in future too.
of the reasons why this trendgather there seems to be a tracehe first attempt | through this
declined in the past was thosef suspicion that always accomfaper wish to propose is the
knowledge traditions are nopanies the narrative. Because ofevival of the past knowledge
longer popular or those populathis, we at present become cluetradition and methods so that
and accessible methods are corless about which way to take sgradually India retains that
sidered either as too spiritual togenealogical perspective or othlost tower of the civilization-
the extent that some of themerwise. al constitution. For instance,
were considered mysterious and Another significant aspect ofthe classical philosophy of
fall under spiritualism. Most of the whole of decolonization of Yoga has been revived but
those techniques of knowledgehe tradition has a lot to do withnot as the method and aim
are considered criminal too tothe specific aim of the tradition. with which Maharshi
give an example ‘tantra sad-And this tradition is cherished toPatanjali perhaps envisioned.
hana'. preserve its knowledge fromThough this revival has had a

Now let us see what were theime immemorial for the whole tremendous impact from
reasons why India even afterof humanity across the globewhich the whole world is get-
throwing away the colonial rule When the rest of the world wasting benefitted now and
politically, could not mitigate trying to figure out the ways torecognising it by giving it a
much in the development ofsurvive in the world, Bharatname and platform across the
knowledge tradition and at thehad shown not merely survivalglobe. Likewise, there are
socio-cultural front. Of course,but surviving meaningfully several philosophies and
we all accept the fact that weand ethically while alive so methods which are yet to revive
cannot go back in time andthat when one leaves his/hegnd this | believe is the only way
change everything but one of theabsence was considered # remain original and unique
major challenges which our gen-means to become a knowledg@nd will also decolonize every
eration is facing now is the gaptradition itself. Hence, India Indian culturally.Q
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National Education Policies

In Achieving
Ims of
raj @ 75

Ramakrishna Rao IR AL after our swaraj @ 75. heroes. The curriculum, syl-
e e History to inspire youth labus, text books etc. were

Vidya Bharathi It is also the genuine cause talesigned to ignore indo-centric
motivate the current generatiorapproach and making it more
along with correcting the histo-euro-centric.
ry, which is misrepresented,Our Approach

7 ears of independence ismanipulated and undermined Now instead of a simple

big moment for India to the untiring efforts of Indians by change, reform or modification
educate the people of Bharajust sidelining the nationalistwe need summary transforma-
about its glorious past and strugperspective. Un-sung, un-tion of Indian education eco sys-
gle for freedom with all unparal- noticed and un-identified innu-tem. First, we have to build
lel contributions from our past merable heroes — who martyregroper education policy based
masters. It is not out of contextthemselves for securing safeon Bharatiya philosophical and
to mention how almost four gen-independent Bharath — are to b@sychological foundations of
erations of our country are quiteremembered and introduced t@ducation which are more scien-
ignorant of freedom movementthe youth to make them moretific, rational and time tested.
in real spirit. Now that it is our accountable, answerable andNo nation in the world brought
bounden duty to revisit the his-responsible. an education policy by ignoring
tory of foreign and colonial rule Euro centric curriculum its national identity, traditions,
highlighting the sacrifices of our ~ Western mindset historiansethos and goals. This is only the
forefathers. There is a huge gapttempted further to distort ouranswer to take on the colonial
in our history because of thehistory by deleting the goldenand western mindset, which
selective approach of the therglorious past from the schooltried to find out short term solu-
historians. We are left with noand college history text books. Ittions based on western experi-
option than to read the distortedijs clear attempt to delink theence, which is thoroughly failed
uninspiring and un-factual histo-youth from our culture and theirin enthusing the national spirit.
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Ancient quality education fab-
ric destroyed

Education was a man making
endeavour focussing on eact
and every individual. In India it
was considered as constructiv
and artistic process rather thai
mechanical and destructive one
Dr. A.S. Altekar, an eminent his-
torian from Banaras Hindu

Bengal and mustered support
across the country. Bala
Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat
Rai and Aurobindo Ghosh
extended support. Many savants
like Vivekananda, Niveditha,
Dayananda Saraswathi, Abdul
Kalam Azad, Mahatma Gandhi,
Maliviya, vinoba Bhave, Kaka
Kalelkar, Guruji and innumer-

At this juncture new
National Education
Policy came out with a
thurst on Sarvangeena
Vikas (all round devel-
opment) and Samagra
Siksha (Holistic develop-
ment). Along with these
man making initiatives

University, in his study noted @nd building compe- able freedom fighters also
that infusion of piety, formation t€nces, vocational educa- jsined the movement. The aim
of character, personality devel- tion, multi-linguism, was to secure India-centric
opment, inculcation of civic and appreciating our COm-  pational education to the people

social duties, promotion of Mon cultural heritage, without their getting uprooted
social harmony and the preser Indian knowledge sys-  from our great culture. Tagore's
vation and spread of national tem, digital education, Shantiniketan (general), Sriniketan
culture were the aims of ancient Social and national con-  (rural) and Viswabharathi (higher
education. It was never forgot- SCIOUSNeSS are on top-  education) and Mahatma
ten that the aim is to create most priority. Gandhiji's basic education experi-
human capital with a value base ment of Guijarat Vidyapeeth and
by taking pride in India. institutions across the country.many such activities followed
For Nationalist Education The pioneer of the nationalistacross the country.
The leaders of the nationalisteducation  movement wasWhy national policy after
movement were quite resistanRajnarayana Basu (maternaindependence?
to colonial education and angli-grandfather  of  Aurobindo  Since education forms one of
cising the education. They everGhosh) and Devendranaththe core components of the pro-
debated and discussed across thi@gore (father of Ravindranathgramme of national reconstruc-
country the ill effects and pro- Tagore), who started Rashtreey#ion, since the colonialisation
moted national educationalSamskruthi Prasarana Sabha ihad lead to intrusion of western
; institution. Inspite of better
efforts of the leaders of national
movement, in the post-independ-
ent India, the end of colonial rule
did not impact much change in
the system. Thus, the University
Education Commission
(Radhakrishnan Commission,
1948-49), the  Secondary
Education Commission
(Mudaliar commission, 1952-
53) and later a comprehensive
review of education system by
Education Commission (Kothari
Commission, 1964-65), were to
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essentially keep the systemmon cultural heritage protectionchological and sociological and
intact with minor course correc-of environment, removal of cultural foundations of educa-
tions rather than efforts to right-social barriers and inculcationtion are still missing in the pres-
ing a faulted system. Henceof scientific temper are theent setup. Everybody has been
right-thinking  educationists salient features. An importantfeeling that the system is faulty
thought that National Policy onoutcome of this exercise was thend the outcome is unsatisfacto-
Education was necessary whosé2nd constitutional amendmentry but the leaders are scarcely
cardinal principle is to considerin 1976, which moved educationwilling to accept challenges.
education as an unique investto the concurrent list and conseThe biggest challenge is to pre-
ment for the present withquently sharing of responsibili-pare a ‘NATIONAL MAN’ for
assured dividends for the futurefies between the Central andnodifying our nation into a
and the natural choice was tdState governments A child cen-MANLY NATION'.
indianise or nationalize the edu+tered approach in education wasl\EP-20 and Swaraj-75
cation. stressed upon in 1986 and At this juncture new
Gist of NEPs till now revised policy of 1992. National Education Policy came
Apart from universalisation  Deviating a little from the out with a thurst on Sarvangeena
of education, providing quality past and the same ideals beinyikas (all round development)
teachers, stress on moral educaepeated but in the changedand Samagra Siksha (Holistic
tion, sense of social responsibil-context as per NEP 2005. Thedevelopment). Along with these
ity, introduction of work experi- government reviewed differ-man making initiatives and
ence, encouraging Science edwent policies of education building competences, vocation-
cation and research, vocationalithrough National Knowledge al education, multi-linguism,
sation of secondary educationCommission in 2006 andappreciating our common cul-
three language formula alongYashpal committee report 2009 tural heritage, Indian knowledge
with encouraging Sanskrit lan-but with not much desired system, digital education, social
guage are important policy recresults. and national consciousness are
ommendations of 1968. Challenges in education on topmost priority. It is aimed
A common educational Even after 75 years ofto meet future challenges
structure and national curricu-freedom, Indianisation of educa-through present experimentation
lum frame work with a commontion remains a nightmare.and past experience. These path
core. Appreciating India’s com- Bharateeya philosophical, psy-breaklng initiatives are the need
§ ¢ of the hour where our produc-
tive population stands more than
60%. Swaraj at 75 shall have its
goals achieved through this
NEP-20.
Conclusion
As responsible citizens, it is
our duty to help the government
with all our might to achieve
these goals through implementa-
tion initiatives. Without big par-
ticipation of people this NEP-20
would fail to achieve its objec-
tives.

-
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2020 ¥ o U fan
Hifs owqa: drad faen ifa
Al % a1R e sreeen § gur
3G 3T AN ad fEH wrer
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1962 | 3T IUh I¥AIq 1986 H N
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2020 Y =IO 6t € 9 <9 H fafied
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SIS AR & T H = ® & e
Jdtd 2 § geer, 39 y4fF i wfa
H e R T W F A

frenfaat =1 Tt fen =een a
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3R f &d @ we ™ fomd 5
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Ty T ST seEl sl IS
wreAd ¥ fen feaam &t gre | o
F fR&RR o1 g9 e 9 ufed
B W €| HhTd 3 hel o TR
Yo g H @ F@ &k A R
fe@® afer sep ofersk 90 ™E
SfTEd & W@ B S| Aferd
iR oft R 1 HERfd FT I 3T
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R B
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Juell 1 THY A al foia
e H Ted | g T R fe
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Fh 3¢ HA ANGU W FISE
e fafera sR fae ge6d 9139
e & g 3= 1857 H
Hichdl, HEE qA @ H
favafaeme™ Tenfua fa qen oUsh

W & Whal SR Hiers ot efiX-
¥R @rel S @ 9| 37 SISt Areay
& HEIHl § 9RA & Foid g9 7
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SIS
¢ egta forer +fifa

IRA § W@ad o vEn 3w
foren ST YRR STE Sieit
RN, 8 e & A9 ® 51 iR
gt 3 foren Afa § aftedw & fog
9 gera oft fou ok et & SR
R 9Ra # 31 e gl s weg
I off Hifq IRT=ar 7 qen R
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