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Empowering Youth Thr ough Vocational Education

O Darshan Bhatrti

Education is a centrally learndriven process and it has to be
because education aims to allow an individual to gradually reaeh per
fection in all four spheres — physical, psychical, social, and spiritual.
Hence in the neohumanist paradignR Barkar highlights the follow

ing crucial issues related to the-Sti s
dents which need proper attentic rﬂ
while framing policies related to=-
education — Firstlyhe holds it is &
improper to extort anything frong
students through undue pressu
and intimidation. Intimidation s

appears to work to some exteg
but it does not yield lasting result ]
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Vocational Educatioh and
Traditional Education

dor T s Girishkumar T the world.And it is not only gdge to us. For qurmatlon to turn
natural, but also mandatory for usnto knowledge, it has to go
Professor of

Philoso to update our education systenthrough a process, a process of
phy (Rtd.) : .. . . .
MSU Baroda also in synchronisation with therefining the knowerThis meens,
(Gujarat) changing times, and the requirethat, the information that one
ments of changing times, lest, oufinds has to refine him, refining in
he present world is constant generations shall fall behind thesuch a manner that impurities are
ly, evolving into amazing so-called race with the time. discarded. Sputikarana ought to
directions. Gone are the days offraditional education be the expression in Sanskrit. It is
military invasions, conquests and We know that traditional edu only when information refines the
dominations, the world order hascation system in Bharat is aimedknower into a refined one, a
changed from erstwhile barbaric,at man making. Indeed, that oughSanskrita, a Sanskari, that infor
brutal waysThose who fail to get to be the case. Maharishi Gautamenation can become knowledge to
updated and cop up with thesaid that knowledge must have théhe knower
changing times are bound to lagoroperty of ‘afectivity’, that is, Bharatiya education had ever
and indeed, st#r. knowledge should befatcting the been with this ideal, and it is in
Ways of conquests hadknower Let us see it this way: this manner that original
become business oriented; corpdfirst what comes to us is onlyBharatiya education was carried
rates keep having their ways apaiinformation regarding various out in our land, before foreign
from says, and they had gone tahings or aspects, and this inforinfluences that did their best to
establish their kind of dominationmation has to ‘becomeknowl- destroy Bharatiya Sanskriti and
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the Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition. Obviously there were

damages and with British celo
nialism and McCaulian education,
Bharat also got the British pattern
of education system imposed
upon us. Of course, this had som:
advantages, but it also had seriou
disadvantagesWith all these,

Bharatiya education continued ta
be in the man making pattern,
simply because of the strong pres
ence of Bharatiya Sanskriti,
which is based on the
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi
tion.

Truly, if education cannot
make a proper human out of &
man, then it becomes without pur
pose.There is no point in filling
humans with many information
which makes no diérence to
him, or which one Fails to digest.
Thus on a final analysis, educa

On the surface level, voca
tional education shall be
both skill implanting and

skill developing. This
should also be training in
professionalism, which is
deeperskill developing in
another senseA living
example is the IndianAir
Force itself. They always
say that theAir Force is
professional Foce,
because all ae profession
als in theAir Force. Each
one is taught and trained
in a profession ortrade to
create an efective team
that controls the skies and
makes the aicraft fly.

tion ought to be man making,Bharatiya.

information  should
knowledge through refining the

become Corporate world
As mentioned earliethe pres

away from the corporate culture
or ways of existence. Here, com
petition become the race against
time, competing humans has to
bring out their best to outwit or
out win other competitorHard
work and struggle go without say
ing.

Corporate world only looks at
how productive one is, not simply
how good one is — simply because
it is their existence. One has to be
both productive to the companies
and good at the same time, where
goodness is not always intrinsic
goodness.They call it as being
‘practical’ which really can keep
changing its meaning from cen
text to contextThey will simply
make distinctions between ideal
and practical too soon without
really caring for the merit, but that
shall be the case. Speed — time —
quick results — visible results —
becomes the goals to go after
Here it becomes natural and obvi
ous that the education system

knower into a better human beinggent world is more of a corporateshould be changing from the old
and obviouslya Sanskari, a goodone. Perhaps no one can staio the new the new here shall

R e Y " 4 :__ ?II- 4
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mean vocational education bread
ly.
Vocational education

On the surface level, vocation
al education shall be both skill
implanting and skill developing.
This should also be training in
professionalism, which is deeper
skill developing in another sense
A living example is the IndiaAir
Force itself.They always say that
the Air Force is professional
Force, because all are professior
als in theAir Force. Each one is
taught and trained in a professior
or trade to create anfettive team
that controls the skies and make . g
the aircraft fly o

Vocational education shouldand importance. ture. The substructure shall
be akin to this. Everyone should But just professional educa remain the same for all, but on the
be taught a trade — a profession tion alone can have its shortcomsubstructure, super structures
depending on his potentials andngs as well. Rhetoricallybor shall vary and remain dynamic in
abilities. The Air Force does this rowing the expression from Marx, manifold manner
through many tests and examinait shall be like the soul of soulless  Whatever may be the chang
tions before selecting one ancconditions, or flowers without fra ing times, whatever may be the
allotting him with a profession or grance etc. on the one hand, andhanging requirements of times,
trade. In civil society one can on the other hand, this could erewe should keep remembering that
choose his own professionate only monsters of intellect. we are Bharatiyas because of
depending on his abilities andFrankenstein is an imaginationBharatiya Sanskriti, Bharatiya
aptitude etc., with the help offrom the west, but Frankenstein isSanskriti is an external manifesta
teachers etc., where need. only a monsterWe really do not tion from Bharatiya knowledge

This should be resulting inwant intellectual monsters in ourtradition ~ which is the
appropriate professionalism andsociety We really do not want the Vedopanishadic knowledge tradi
makes it easy for one to findMarxian ideas of ‘modes of pro tion, without which we shall be
places of work where his abilitiesduction’ in our society which simply nothing.
are needed by corporates etc. lehumanises  societies and The RgVeda say“Anobhad-
becomes easy for both parties, foglestroys social institutions includ rakritavaoy-anthuvishwatha'We
the one who acquires skillsing families and human relations.are extremely flexible, adaptable
according to his abilities andThere should be other options. and dynamic, we can aggt any
requirements and also for thosddeal education thing which is worthwhile, but
who are wanting to make use of Ideal education ought to be aonly as superstructures. Our sub
such abilities to productivityrhis blend of traditional Bharatiya structure shall ever remain the
practically results in functional education and vocational educaVedopanishadic knowledge tra
and practical co-existence. So, ition. Traditional education ought dition and that is our confidence
becomes clear that vocationalo be the substructure and vecain welcoming anything worth
education as well as professionalional education of diérent pre  while, no matter from where, and
education must be given priorityfessions should be the super strumo matter by whomd
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Empowering Youth Thr ough Vocational Education
h National Educational Policy the workforce.Vocational edu

Teacher Educator 1968 cation was dered in various
f‘ | District Poonch The National Educational fields such as agriculture, engi
- J&K (UT) Policy (NEP) of 1968 highlight neering, commerce, and health

ed the need for vocational educare.
cation to provide opportunities The policy also recognized
Vocational education for young people to develop thethe importance of teachers in

is an important part necessary skills and knowledgesocational education. It high

of India's education for employment in various sec lighted the need for trained
system. It is an education thators. The policy recognized the teachers who can teach the prac
prepares stuas for a specific importance of vocational educa tical skills required for vocation
job or careerVocational educa tion in reducing unemploymental educationThe policy empha
tion provides practical skills and promoting economic sized the need for teachers to be
and training to students,growth. trained in new teaching methods
enabling them to succeed in Under this policyvocational and technologies to meet the
their chosen career paths. Ireducation was introduced in secchanging needs of the work
this article, we will discuss ondary schools, polytechnicsforce.
vocational education and teachand colleges of technologyhe National Policy on Education
ers in hdia, in context with dif aim was to provide students1986
ferent National Educationalwith a wide range of skills and The National Policy on
Policies. knowledge to prepare them forEducation (NPE) of 1986 aimed
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to provide access to educatior
for all and to promote equality
and social justiceThe policy
recognized the importance of
vocational education in prowd
ing employment opportunities
for young people.

Under this policyvocational
education was integrated intc
the mainstream education sys
tem. The policy aimed to pro
vide vocational education to all
students, irrespective of their
academic backgroundhe aim
was to provide opportunities for
students to develop the neces
sary skills and knowledge to
succeed in their chosen caree
paths.

The policy also recognized

Education is a centrally
learner-driven process and it
has to be because education
aims to allow an individual
to gradually reach perfection
in all four spheres — physical,
psychical, social, and spiritu
al. Hence in the nechuman

ist paradigm, PR Sarkar
highlights the following cru-
cial issues elated to the stu
dents which need poper
attention while framing poli-
cies related to education —
Firstly, he holds it is
improper to extort anything
from students thiough
undue pressue and intimi-
dation. Intimidation
appears to work to some
extent, but it does not yield
lasting results.

The NEP-2020 highlighted
the need for trained and quali
fied teachers in vocational edu
cation. It recognized the impor
tance of teachers in providing
high-quality vocational eduea
tion. The policy aimed to pro
vide teachers with the necessary
training and support to deliver
high-quality vocational eduea
tion.

Vocational education pfo
vides practical skills and train
ing to students, enabling them to
succeed in their chosen career
paths. In India, there are a wide
range of vocational courses
available for students to choose
from. These courses are
designed to provide students

the importance of teachers instudents from the secondarywith the necessary skills and
vocational education. It high level onwards.The policy also knowledge required to succeed
lighted the need for trained andecognized the importance ofin various sectors. Some of the

gualified teachers who can teaclintegrating vocational educationpopular vocational
the practical skills required for with academic education to pro available in India are:
vocational educatiohe policy vide students with a wide rangeAutomotive Technology
aimed to provide teachers withof skills and knowledge. This course is designed for
the necessary training and sup:, E’
port to deliver high-quality
vocational education.
National Policy on Education
2020

The National Policy on
Education (NPE) of 2020 aimed
to transform the Indian educa
tion system and to prepare stu
dents for the challenges of thd
21st centuryThe policy recog
nized the importance of voca
tional education in preparing
students for the workforce.

Under this policyvocational
education was given equa
importance as academic educs
tion. The policy aimed to pro
vide vocational education to all

courses

i .1'

Aferes Herer (A1RA®w) 1 AT 2023 m




by the National Educational
Policies, vocational education in
India faces several challenges.
One of the main challenges is
the lack of awareness about
vocational education. Many stu
dents and parents view veca
tional education as a second
choice and prefer academic edu
cation.

Another challenge faced by
vocational education in India is
the lack of infrastructure and

‘ e ) resources. Many vocational edu
students who are interested inraining in nursing, medical cation institutions lack proper

the automotive industnjit pro- transcription, medical lab tech jnfrastructure and resources,
vides training in automobile nology and hospital manage which hampers the quality of

repair maintenance and diag ment. education.
nostics. Fashion Designing The lack of trained and qual
ComputerApplications:This This course is designed forified teachers is another chal

course is designed for studentstudents who are interested inenge faced by vocational edu
who are interested in the field ofthe fashion industryit provides cation in India. Many vocational
information technologylt pro- training in fashion design, tex education institutions face a
vides training in computer pro tile design, garment manufactur shortage of teachers who are
gramming, web development,ing and fashion merchandising. trained in the practical skills
database management and- nelospitality and Tourism required for vocational eduea
working. This course is designed fortjon.

Beauty andWellness: This students who are interested irconclusion
course is designed for studentthe hospitality and tourism |n conclusion, vocational
who are interested in the beautyndustry It provides training in education is an important aspect
and wellness industrylt pro- hotel management, event manof the Indian education system.
vides training in beauty treat agement, travel and tourism. |t plays a significant role in
ments, hair styling, nail art and These are just a few exam preparing students for the werk
spa therapies. ples of the wide range of voca force and reducing unemploy
Agricultur e tional courses available in India.ment. The National Educational

This course is designed forStudents can choose from a varipolicies have recognized the
students who are interested irety of courses based on theifmportance of vocational educa
the agricultural sectorlt pro- interests and career aspirationsjon and the role of teachers in
vides training in crop produc Vocational education provides ajelivering high-quality voca
tion, animal husbandnagricut  practical approach to learningtional education. Vocational
tural marketing and manage and helps students develop th@ducation is an essential part of

ment. skills and knowledge needed tqhe education system in India. It
Healthcare succeed in their chosen careersprovides students with practical

This course is designed for ~Challenges faced by voca skills and knowledge that they
students who are interested inional education iN can use to build a career and

the healthcare sectdt provides India:“Despite the ébrts made contribute to the economid
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Professional Eaucatidﬁ aﬁd
National Education Policy 2020

this objective, professional edu following areas of professional
Professar cation should not be confined toeducation are included in the

Department of Commerce, the confines of a single area opreview of the NER2020:
Shahegilihigat Singh  expertise. Professional educa NEP-2020 has changed the
(Universitygofbelhi) tion and the need to revitalizeway education works in the
and promote professional courshealthcare field in a meaningful

Education of an individual es in the agricultural, legal,way. The NEP has done an

is not just about academ medical, and technologicalexcellent job designing the new

ic curriculum but also domains are discussed in theourse duration, structure, and
about putting theory into prac National Education Policy design of academic programs,
tice, inculcating ethics and the(NEP) 2020 (MHRD, 2020; which will now be of significant
significance of serving a publicYenugu, 2022). Professionalvalue to learners (Gupta, 2020).
purpose in their professionaltraining is an important part of Today students will be evaluat
careers.lt is essential that criticathe curriculum for higher educa ed more consistently and regu
and multidisciplinary analysis, tion. Institutions in agriculture, larly based on well-defined eri
communication, a@ument, law, health sciences, technicateria that are lgely necessary
knowledge, and creative prob education, and other fieldsfor employment in primary care
lem-solving is at the core of thisshould all try to become multi and  secondary  hospitals.
endeavourIn order to achieve functional (UGC, 2020).The Because individuals engage in
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the number of programs inte
grated with general education to
facilitate the formation of pro
fessionals in the agricultural and
veterinary sciences. Education
programs will focus on creating
professionals who can compre
hend and use local contacts,
ancient traditions, and innova
tive technologies while also
being aware of crucial issues
such as reduced soil productive
output, global warming, and
food self-reliance for our rising
population(Pradeep, 2021)his
pluralistic choices concerningplines that are closely related tashift in the design of agricultur
healthcare our national healthit. This can be accomplished byal education will take place over
care. Education system mustncreasing the number of graduthe next few years. Institutions
become more integrated’his ates and professionals with betproviding agricultural education
means all homeopathic, medicater skills, conducting researchare obligated to benefit the cem
education students must bectivities, and conducting mar munities in which they are locat
familiar with Ayurveda, Yoga, ket-based renewal linked toed directly; one strategy could
NaturopathyUnani, Siddha, and technology and methoda. sig- be establishing agricultural tech
Homeopathy (XUSH) and its nificant increase will be made innology parks to encourage the

associated practices(MHRD,
2020; Pradeep, 2021). One mus
have a fundamental understand
ing of the antithesis. In addition,
there will be an increased focus
on preventative medical care
and community medicine in
every type of medical education.
It is planned to bring back
agricultural education along
with related academic subjects
While agricultural universities
make up around 9% of all insti
tutions in the countryless than
1% of all students enrolled in
higher education are studying
agriculture and related subjects
(Chandrakanth, 2022). In order
to increase agricultural produc
tivity, it is necessary to improve
the capacity as well as the qual
ity of agriculture and the disci

The NEPalso encourages
a move away fom tradi-
tional teaching methods
that emphasize learning
facts and towards a moe
well-rounded apprach to
education. In addition to
the subject of study it
develops an innovative
and diverse curriculum
that places equal empha
sis on various othertop-
ics, such as the humani
ties, spots, fitness, lan
guages, cultue, and the
arts, among others. So, it
seems likely that the
National Education Policy
will help change India's
education system so that
it can better meet the
country's needs in the
years to come.

life cycle and propagation of
new technology and promote
sustainable agricultural prac
tices.

The National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP2020) has
also emphasized making Indian
legal education competitive
internationally The primary
objective of the NEPwhich is
part of the legal education sys
tem in India, is to incorporate
existing best practices and
emeqging technology to improve
access to justice and shorten the
time it takes to provide it(Bose,
2021). The NEPcurriculum for
legal studies represents the
social and economic settings,
the history of legal thought, cen
cepts of equitythe practice of
adjudication, and other relevant
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topics in an evidence-basedheed to work closely togetherprepared for what lies ahead.
approachThe provision of legal There will likely be less of a gapMoreover NEP 2020 opens the
education by state institutionsbetween technical education anghath for many young students
should involve dering a bilin  other fields due to technology'swith big dreams to get the train
gual education to aspiring attor influence on human endeavoursing they need to achieve their
neys and judges, with instruc Also, there will be a renewedgoals. Implementing it &ctive
tion in both English and thefocus on ways to engage withmanner will be essential to
dialect of the state where theother fields of studyand techri ensuring ts successThe NEP
institution is located. cal education will be given in also encourages a move away

When we talk about techni facilities and programs thatfrom traditional teaching
cal education, we are referringbring together people from dif methods that emphasize learn
to the degree and diploma proferent fields of study ing facts and towards a more
grams that are fdred in sub Professionals in cutting-edgewell-rounded approach to edu
jects like engineering, futurefields such as artificial inteli cation. In addition to the sub
technologies, managementgence (Al), 3-D machining, big ject of study it develops an
architectural style, city plan data analysis, machine learninginnovative and diverse cur
ning, pharmaceutics, hospitalitygenetic research, microbiolagyriculum that places equal
management, catering technolonanomaterial, neurologhealth emptasis on various other tep
gy, and other areas that areare, the environment, and greeits, such as the humanities,
essential for the growth andbuildings will also be trained. It sports, fithess, languages, cul
development of India as a wholewill boost youth employment in ture, and the arts, among others.
(NEP2020).To keep innovation graduate education. So, it seems likely that the
and research going in these NEP 2020 tries to meet the National Education Policy will
fields, there will not only be a need to educate the next gererdelp change India's education
big need for skilled workers buttion of experts in many fields, system so that it can better meet
the business world and highefrom agriculture to artificial the country's needs in the years
education institutions will also intelligence. India must get itselfto comea
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