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QO D. Ramakrishna Rao

Teacheris the frontline warrior and fulcrum to bring theory,
policies and expectations to practice level to the clasam.
Hence, he should be qualitatively trained with diferent strategies
and practices of school based assessment. It should be in-depth,
intense and exhaustive practical W
training to equip the educator
with proper mindset and tools.
Entry and exit assessment o
training to assure required pro-
fessional standards is also esse
tial with periodical updation and
upskilling under experienced
mentors.
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Pattern of Evaluation in Our Education System

-' atman (soul of an individual) and pupils participated in krida
Director realized, not by mental power;(games, recreational activities),

| Non-Collegiatavomens ~ NOt by amassing much informa vyayamaprakara — (exercises),
®|  Education Board, tion". Indian teachers were welldhanurvidya (archery) for
LRy € DT known for their exposition and acquiring martial skills, and
depth of the subject and studentgogasadhana (training the mind
:) R.K. Mukherjee in the from far of lands used to under and body) among others.
r.book 'Ancient Indian take a perilous journey to come In order to assess pupils'
Education' writes that Learningto India to not only understandlearning, shastrartha (learned
in India through the ages hadhe scriptures but also translatelebates) were ganised. Pupils
been prized and pursued not fothem in their languages. at an advanced stage of learning
its own sake, if we may so putit, The education curricula pri guided younger pupilsThere
but for the sake, and as a part, aharily focussed on rights andalso existed the system of peer
religion. It was sought as theduties where the students, irelearning, like you have
means of self-realization, as thespective of their background hadyroup/peer work. Kautilya, also
means to the highest end of lif¢o live by the strict norms of theknown as Chanakya was one of
viz. Mukti or EmancipationA  Gurukul. Training of all the five the greatest Indian exponents of
teacher (Guru) has been mossenses, with the objective toancient Indian political thought,
revered in the ancient Indiancondition moral attributes was adiplomacy economy and art of
scriptures. In the scriptureprimer to learn higher knowl governance. He wrote
'Mundak-Upanishad', it is statededge. Physical education todArthashastra' between 321-296
that "Not by self-study is the was an important curricular areaBC and laid down the details
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and importance of restraint- ofnative schools. placed oficers was to impress
the ogans of senses, on which The examination system dur upon the boys who also obtained
success in study and disciplingng the British colonial rule is prizes at the hands of these high
depends and can be enforced bgbserved in the reports dfhe officers and they were particu
abandoning lust, angegreed, Bombay Native Educationlarly marked for future
vanity, haughtiness, and overjoy Society's report (1825-26)prospects of Government serv
In the medieval period, reli which mentions about the examce or higher education.

gious places also hosted as-edwand its resultsThe annual gen An Indian Education
cational hubs in India. eral meeting of the society heldCommission was constituted
Pietradellavalle, an lItalian trav in 1831 for the first time repoert under Chairmanship diVilliam
eller who visited Persia anded to have held the examinatiorHunter in the year 1882 and in
other countries, came to India inof the boys of the English andits recommendations, the cem
1623 and described in his letterd/ernacular schools of the sociemission recommended that
that he witnessed at the porch ofy in the city conducted in the grants-in-aid for the indigenous
a village temple in South India;presence of the gentlemerschools should be on the basis of
little boys were learning arith assembled in the meetinghis "Payments by Results'This
metic where the master wasnode of examining scholars ingravely afected the primary
teaching all of them together public meetings by men noteducation system as the exami
singing musically with a certain directly connected with schoolsnation results were made the
continued tune which made abecame a common feature of théasis of providing grant by the
deep impression upon the memschool system in the early yeargovernment. In the secondary
ory. GW. Leitner the founder of of the British Rule.The main school education, commission
Government College, Lahore inobjective was to convince therecommended two types of
his publication 'Indigenous native community of the excel courses where courge was to
Education in the Punjab’in 1882ence of the new system ofbe pursued for giving the
wrote that Punjab Province hadschooling.The presence of hlgh entrance examination to take
an estimated 3,30,000 pupil 3
learning "all the sciences in
Arabic and Sanskrit schools anc ™
colleges, as well as Oriental-lit |
erature, Oriental law Logic, :
Philosophy and Medicine taughtggss
to the highest standard. He
writes that there was not
mosque, a temple, a dharmsal
that did not have a school
attached to itThe Punjab was
way ahead of many Europear
nations in literacy However
after the mutiny of 1857 against
the British, these institutions
were systematically destroyec
on the pretext of crushing th
rebellion. Leitner states that
after the mutiny by 1880, just
1,90,000 pupils were left in
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admission in the universities anc
course B was meant to be take
for vocational stream.

Geoge Curzon as the
Viceroy of colonial Bharat cen
vened a conference in Shimla ir
1901 where 150 resolutions
were adopted, touching every
field of education though the
proceedings of the conference
were never made public preba
bly because no native was calle
for the sameThe conclusion in
the conference was that highe
education was pursued only for
the purpose for entering govern
ment jobs, there was dominance
of examination over teaching,

Indian Education
emphasis was laid on memory Commission was con

training, vernaculars were neg
lected.

The Calcutta University
Commission set up in the yeal
1917 undewice-Chancellor of
Leeds University Dr. Micheal
Sadler recommended that for the
conduct of examinations,
appointment of teachers anc
curriculum construction, an aca
demic council with faculties of
different subjects and Board of
studies should be formedhe
University Commission consti
tuted immediately post-inde
pendence in 1948 was heade
by Dr. SarvpalliRadhkrishnan
recommended ways for exami
nation evaluation.The report
said that if we are to suggest one

stituted under
Chairmanship of
William Hunter in
the year1882 and in
its recommendations,
the commission ec
ommended that
grants-in-aid for the
indigenous schools
should be on the
basis of "Payments
by Results". This
gravely affected the
primar y education
system as the exarmi
nation results wee
made the basis of
providing grant by
the government.

class, 55% to 69% for second
class and at least 40% for third
class.

The Mudaliar Commission
setup in 1952 looked into the
status of the Secondary educa
tion and recommended objective
type tests and internal assess
ment. It also suggested that the
certificate of the student should
exhibit his performance but no
remark with reference to his/her
status of being pass or failhe
Education Policy1986 recom
mended that the assessment of
the performance of a student is
an integral part of process of
learning and teachingThe
National Education Policy 2020
has made recommendations for
assessment of the students so as
to achieve optimizing learning

single reform in University the examinationsThe commis and development of all stu
Education, it should be that ofsion also recommended that thglents. The evaluation and
examinations. It recommendedstandards for success at thessessment will be a key compo
that the grace marks should bexamination should, as far asent in the successful imple
done away with and essay typgossible, be uniform across thenentation of the present policy
questions should be supplementuniversities and proposed theand future of our education sys
ed with objective questions infollowing -70% or more for first tem.Q
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Education and Evaluation

depend on some techniques ohte’? Normal evaluations are only
designs to select candidates fomemory testsWhen a person has

giDr. T.S. Girishkumar

Professor of

Philosophy (Rtd.) their requirements. good memorylt. real_ly does nqt
MSU Baroda For all these, educators musimply that he is intelligent, or still
(Guijarat) assess their trainees and providfar, analytic. Examinations test

certificates. Such certificates areonly memories, not intelligence in

Education, when happens for the indicators to the abilities andthe real sense of the termihe
mally, evaluation of both teaching qualities of educated people andQuotients themselves fall into
and learning becomes imperativeto that extent, examinations ardour categories as per the modern
This is natural with any structuredconducted and certificates issuedstudies, and they are, 1Q
situation, where some kind ofEvaluation of evaluations (Intelligence  Quotient), EQ
transparent objectivity is usually  All told, evaluation becomes (Emotional  Quotient), AQ
called for How a kind of educa critically crucial for any purpose. (Adversary Quotient) and | shall
tion had made diérence to an It always suggests the potentialityadd another SQ (Spiritual
individual is the main criterion to of the person concerned. Now thé&uotient). A near perfect person
look for appropriate personal forquestion shall be, how realisticshall have all these quotients in
any kind of engagement, and thasuch evaluations can bA%e they sufiicient and adequate propor
is how things happen. In a modermeally good enough? tion, everything to the right
corporate world, the employers Indeed, no evaluation can beequirement. Now seriously
hardly have stiicient time to look totally realistic. Let us just pen which common examinations can
for right candidates, so theyder, actually what do we ‘evaku evaluate these?
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There is yet another di€ulty.
Mental ability can be put into two
categories, analytic ability and
common — synthetic abilityn our
experience, people with analytic
mind are indeed, very less in num
ber, the majority ‘successfupeo
ple are synthetic minds. On the
other hand, people with analytic
abilities need not also be success
ful in lives like others.

Thus, in spite of our beliefs in
evaluations and examinations, we
remain unsure of their #ifacies,
performances and we really find
them not much dependable.
Further we also really do not have
any solutions to this.
Conventional examinations

Conventional examinations in
universities gives results in terms
of marks normally out of 100. On
a routine, the marks do give us
good indicators as to how a candi

To sum up, education po-
vided need to be evaluated
undoubtedly, the evalua
tion has to be objective
enough foranyone to
make sense of it, though
there are serious inheent
difficulties with normal
evaluations as mentioned
earlier. We can work
towards improving upon
evaluation methods, and
we have to emain flexible.
At the same time, instead
of improvising evaluation
methods we keep copying
others by going with grad
ing system and ceate
much obscurities.This has
to be seriously addessed
and corrected whee nee
essay and where possible.

complications.

Some institutions conduct
some kinds of tests like entrance
tests for admissionsThis shall
roughly give some kind of unifer
mity to select candidates for fur
ther tests like personal interviews.
Thus, conventional examination
pattern and marks system can
function as the first stage of eval
uation of a candidate. Of course,
all these donot remain already
perfect.

Marks vs grading system

In contemporary times we
come across grading system
replacing marking systemrThis
seems to have caught attention of
many as the ‘in thingew in aca
demics. Some institutions provide
a conversion table of converting
grade to marks, but that too shall
only be wide spectrum.

Now let us think about why at

date shall be. It is rather easy tdevels of awarding marks, someall these grading systems had got
judge a student on the basis ofnay be liberal and some may ben our minds? Commonly people
marks awarded, though there arstrict. Nonetheless, we have naay that European universities and

obvious  dificulties.Different
institutions may have dérent

options other than going by theother universities in the world are
marks with all its dificulties and giving grades these days, so we

Y|
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This shall be very confusing.
A person who got 40 marks is also
C and a person who got 55 marks
is also C. does it imply that they
both are alikeThis is what makes
the grading system an eyewash.
On the part of students who pay
the fees, they shall be comfort
able: they pay the stipulated fees
and are sure of getting a decent
grade, which even if they just
graze through, is not reflecting in
their grades.
Bharatiya situation

In our nation, most universi
ties are public funded and there is
no dearth of students. Most uni
versities do not depend on fees
also should also be updated wittKnow Thyself — Know Your collected from studentsThen,
them. But there is another storyMind through such and suchwhy should we imitate others?
behind this. paper and so on.There occurs When an agument is put forward

The old English proverb saykind of desperation in attractingthat our students going outside
‘all that glitters are not gold’, and maximum students by everyonecan have difculties, we can easi
similarly, many European phe In short, there occurs a kind ofly provide a conversion table as to
nomena are not as simple as thegorporate competition. from this much marks to this
appear to be; there are inside-sto  Since the ‘clientelebecomes much it is such and such grade
ries to them, sometimes nefariousnost important, there arises theand so on. It appears that we are
as well. Many perhaps most of obligation to satisfy the clientsblindly copying others without
the universities in the west are from the universities. Here, whengood thoughts.
corporates — in the sense thaa student pays the fees asked for To sum up, education provid
funded lagely from the fees cel they cant &brd to be very strict ed need to be evaluated undeubt
lected. The more numbers of with the marking or awarding edly, the evaluation has to be
students, the more shall be th&egrees, but at the same time, abjective enough for anyone to
fees, naturallyOver a period of standard also has to be mainmake sense of it, though there are
time, they have devised varioudained. In all likelihood, the idea serious inherent ditulties with
program to attract maximumof grading arises from this normal evaluations as mentioned
numbers of students, and theyredicament. ®ictly speaking, earlier We can work towards
are ever improvising and grading is a kind of eyewash. Justimproving upon evaluation meth
improving upon it.They used to look at the grading system, theyods, and we have to remain flexi
put up advertisements even foigive one grade to a wide band oble. At the same time, instead of
students to select optionalmarks — for instance, from 40 toimprovising evaluation methods
papers, each to get maximum55 grade C, from 65 to 70 C+ 70we keep copying others by going
For instance, some one wants téo 80 B, 80 to 8% and the like. with grading system and create
teach ‘Philosophy of Mindas Different universities grade dif much obscuritiesThis has to be
optional paper the advertise ferently with their marks ‘band’, seriously addressed and corrected
ment for that paper could befor which they sometimes providewhere necessary and where possi
rhetorically ‘GnotiSeution — a conversion table. ble. O

m Aferes FHere (F1RI6) 1 310 2023

20




F -3

Assessment in School Educatlon as pNEP 20

} learnng and development ofwith learner centric processes,
All India President, students by evaluating higherinter and multi-disciplinary

Vidya Bharathi order skills such as analysisapproaches and with the
critical thinking and conceptual focussed base being competen
clarity etc. cy, knowledge, logical and sci
NEP - Pedagogy and entific thinking. $rategy shift

EP-20, envisages a bigAssessment is towards seminars, quizzes,
N shift in the way we edu The NEP-20 very much indi conferences, field-trips,
cate, as quality of learn cated pdagogical changes anddebates, group-tasking, inter

ing is the core issue. It emphastrategies to provide qualityviews, dramatization, mind
sizes more on building compe education which is not only life mapping, pictorial stories,
tencies and21st century skills. changing but also mind craft graphic reading, image harvest
Hence transforming assessmeritng with character building ing, reading and reflection etc.
strategies for student developexperiences. PedagogicaKeeping all this in view class
ment becomes very muchmodifications include joyful, room activity and assessment
essential. Naturally the cultureengaging, experiential, experi transformation is absolutely
of schooling system will shift mental, interactive, activity essential to optimise the learn
from summative and primarily based holistic, inclusive, col ing feedback. Clss room
testing on rote memorisationlaborative, creative, commu thrust shall be on formative
skills to more regular and form nicative and discussion orient learning, which is an assessment
ative. This also promotes ed learning programmes alongn continuity
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School based assessment Teacheris the frontline and the system.

(SBA) warrior and fulcrum to 6. Develops positive attitude on
Taking clue from the need bring theory, policies and learning and assessment.
based changing pedagogwe expectations to practice 7. Focus is on assessment of
have to transform evaluation level to the class oom. and as learning encourages
process as per NEP-20 to schoc Hence, he should be quali individual, peerteachers and

based evaluation, which is a tatively trained with dif - parents-assessment.
judicious and the best solution ferent strategies and prae g pocumentation is reduced to

tices of school based
assessment. It should be
in-depth, intense and
exhaustive practical train-
ing to equip the educator
with proper mindset and
tools. Entry and exit
assessment of training to
assure required profes
sional standards is also
essential with periodical

to ease integration of teaching
learning process. SBAacili-
tates attainment of specified
competencies in terms of learn
ing outcomes in a holistic man
ner through classroom transac
tion. Assessment is done by
school teachers and other mem
bers of the system.

Benefits of SBA

some extent as assessment
goes on with learning
process in and outside the
classroom.
Salient features of SBA
All the expectations from
NEP-20 are met with this type of
assessment as we observe some
of the salient features, as men
tioned below

Let us try to list out some of  updation and upskilling 1. It integrates learning, teach
the benefits and of course class under experienced ing and assessment, for bet
room practitioners can add few mentors. ter outcomes.
more based on their experience. 2. This promotes child-centred

1. Personalised instruction

takes place for alround

nition leading to intentional
thinking and learning about

and activity-based pedagogy
and strategies.

development of a student.
. Definitely it improves

TeacherStudent relationship, 4.
for pushing more man-mak
ing initiatives.

S|

udent engages in metacog5

himself, for getting a better 3.

Learning outcome based

connect.

As we already noted the
focus is more on competen
cies rather than content.

Reposes faith on the teached.

competency development
with a minimal importance
to content memorization is
involved.
Stress free, non-threatening,
active and joyful participa
tion can be found, which is
not found in achievement
tests and evaluation process.
Promotes self confidence of
students.
Assessment
practices

These are methods used by
educators to evaluate students
progress to plan the content and
decide next course of action for
improvement by adjusting cur
riculum schedule.

We can not list out all strate
gies as they are more situational,

5.

strategies and
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contextual and based on thdy trained with diferent strate Alround development
nature of the studentTo name gies and practices of schoolSarvangeena Vikasa) and
few viz. observation, interview based assessment. It should bdolistic development (Samagra
portfolio, feedback, simulation, in-depth, intense and exhausVikasa) of a student. It is a wider
checklist, self assessment, projtive practical training to equip and lager plan with a detailed
ect-work, rating-list, peer the educator with proper mind output progress card. 360
assessment, pasharing, set and tools. Entry and exitdegree multidimensional
group-work, assignment, experassessment of training toassessment mentioning every
imentation, focus-group-discus assure required professionahspect of his personaljtwhich
sion, role play anecdotal standards is also essential witltan include self and peer eval
record, reflective writing, periodical updation and uation as well without ignoring
choral response, computeupskilling under experienced artistic, social, emotional, spir
based survey and one minutenentors. itual and cultural vision.
response etcWe can add few Ensuring impact of assess Ofcourse it is needless to pro
more with our experience andment on learning fess that it should be continu
wisdom. As there is a paradigm shiftous and comprelmsive assess
Teacher should be patientowards student centric out men.
enough to use diverse assesgome-based approaches, assess In conclusion, our duty is to
ment strategies and practicesnent strategies and practicebuild NEP-Eligible schooal,
since each individual is dédr- would definitely impact students NEP-Competent principal,
ently eficient and abled. learning levels. We also know NEP-Skilled teacher NEP-
Application of mixed strategiesthat assessment is at the heart &upportive parents, NEP-
would ensure exact and judi the students experience and iActive alumnus, NEP-
cious representation of theirdefines the actual curriculum, asEncouraging Management,
competencies and ability we can translate assessmemMEP-Responsible poer
Teachers training and empow record into applicable suggesvaacharya along with following
erment tions for practice to ensure qualschool based assessment.
Teacher is the frontline war ity in education. Ultimately our empowerment
rior and fulcrum to bring theoyy Going for Holistic progress of teater should transform him
policies and expectations tocard to be the ‘Knowledgé&suide’
practice level to the class room. Ultimately we should go for from his present role of
Hence, he should be qualitative Holistic progress card to asses&nowledge-Bearerd
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Assessment and Evaluatlon System In

Context of NEP-2020

this objective, professional edu following areas of professional
Dhillon cation should not be confined toeducation are included in the

|l Assistant Professor ~ the confines of a single area opreview of the NER2020:

R’l Department of Education, expertise. Professional educa NEP-2020 has changed the

| CenwalUniersiy of  vinn ang the need to revitalizeway education works in the

Punjab, Bathinda . . . .
and promote professional courshealthcare field in a meaningful
Education of an individual es in the agricultural, legal,way. The NEP has done an

is not just about academ medical, and technologicalexcellent job designing the new

ic curriculum but also domains are discussed in theourse duration, structure, and
about putting theory into prac National Education Policy design of academic programs,
tice, inculcating ethics and the(NEP) 2020 (MHRD, 2020; which will now be of significant
significance of serving a public Yenugu, 2022). Professionalvalue to learners (Gupta, 2020).
purpose in their professionaltraining is an important part of Today students will be evaluat
careers.lt is essential that criticathe curriculum for higher educa ed more consistently and regu
and multidisciplinary analysis, tion. Institutions in agriculture, larly based on well-defined eri
communication, ajument, law, health sciences, technicateria that are lgrely necessary
knowledge, and creative prob education, and other fieldsfor employment in primary care
lem-solving is at the core of thisshould all try to become multi and  secondary  hospitals.
endeavourIn order to achieve functional (UGC, 2020).The Because individuals engage in
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healthcare our national health
care. Education system mus
become more integrated his
means all homeopathic, medica
education students must be
familiar with Ayurveda, Yoga,
NaturopathyUnani, Siddha, and
Homeopathy (XUSH) and its

pluralistic choices concerningﬁ' ’ ke _
sy
-

associated practices(MHRD . -
2020; Pradeep, 2021). One muse

have a fundamental understan

ing of the antithesis. In addition, ;

there will be an increased focu
on preventative medical care

K'*

Y

and community medicine in professionals who can compreshift in the design of agricultur
every type of medical educationhend and use local contactsal education will take place over
It is planned to bring back ancient traditions, and innova the next few years. Institutions

agricultural

education alongtive technologies while alsoproviding agricultural education

with related academic subjectsbeing aware of crucial issuesare obligated to benefit the com
While agricultural universities such as reduced soil productivenunities in which they are locat
make up around 9% of all insti output, global warming, anded directly; one strategy could
tutions in the countryless than food self-reliance for our rising be establishing agricultural tech
1% of all students enrolled inpopulation(Pradeep, 202D)his

higher education are studying
agriculture and related subjects
(Chandrakanth, 2022). In order
to increase agricultural produc
tivity, it is necessary to improve
the capacity as well as the qual
ity of agriculture and the disci
plines that are closely related tc
it. This can be accomplished by
increasing the number of gradu
ates and professionals with bet
ter skills, conducting research
activities, and conducting mar
ket-based renewal linked to
technology and methodA. sig-
nificant increase will be made in
the number of programs inte
grated with general education tc
facilitate the formation of pro
fessionals in the agricultural anc
veterinary sciences. Educatior
programs will focus on creating

The NEPalso encourages
a move away fom tradi-
tional teaching methods
that emphasize learning
facts and towards a moe
well-rounded approach to
education. In addition to
the subject of study it
develops an innovative
and diverse curriculum
that places equal empha
sis on various othertop-
ics, such as the humani
ties, spots, fitness, lan
guages, cultue, and the
arts, among others. So, it
seems likely that the
National Education Policy
will help change India's
education system so that
it can better meet the
country's needs in the
years to come.

nology parks to encourage the
life cycle and propagation of
new technology and promote
sustainable agricultural prac
tices.

The National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP2020) has
also emphasized making Indian
legal education competitive
internationally The primary
objective of the NEPwhich is
part of the legal education sys
tem in India, is to incorporate
existing best practices and
emepging technology to improve
access to justice and shorten the
time it takes to provide it(Bose,
2021).The NEPcurriculum for
legal studies represents the
social and economic settings,
the history of legal thought, cen
cepts of equitythe practice of
adjudication, and other relevant
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topics in an evidence-basecheed to work closely togetherprepared for what lies ahead.
approachThe provision of legal There will likely be less of a gapMoreover NEP 2020 opens the
education by state institutionsbetween technical education anghath for many young students
should involve dering a bilin  other fields due to technology'swith big dreams to get the train
gual education to aspiring attor influence on human endeavoursing they need to achieve their
neys and judges, with instruc Also, there will be a renewedgoals. Implementing it &ctive
tion in both English and thefocus on ways to engage withmanner will be essential to
dialect of the state where theother fields of studyand technri ensuring is successThe NEP
institution is located. cal education will be given in also encourages a move away

When we talk about techni facilities and programs thatfrom traditional teaching
cal education, we are referringbring together people from dif methods that emphasize learn
to the degree and diploma proferent fields of study ing facts and towards a more
grams that are fdred in sub Professionals in cutting-edgewell-rounded approach to edu
jects like engineering, futurefields such as artificial intelli cation. In addition to the sub
technologies, managementgence (Al), 3-D machining, big ject of study it develops an
architectural style, city plan data analysis, machine learninginnovative and diverse cur
ning, pharmaceutics, hospitalitygenetic research, microbiolagyriculum that places equal
management, catering technolonanomaterial, neurologhealth emplasis on various other tep
gy, and other areas that areare, the environment, and greeits, such as the humanities,
essential for the growth andbuildings will also be trained. It sports, fitness, languages, -cul
development of India as a wholewill boost youth employment in ture, and the arts, among others.
(NEP2020).To keep innovation graduate education. So, it seems likely that the
and research going in these NEP 2020 tries to meet the National Education Policy will
fields, there will not only be a need to educate the next gererdnelp change India's education
big need for skilled workers buttion of experts in many fields, system so that it can better meet
the business world and highefrom agriculture to artificial the country's needs in the years
education institutions will also intelligence. India must get itselfto comeQ
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not to depress students. Exams
are designed to instil in pupils a
sense of accountability for
learning the content andfef-
tively presenting it. In general,
students take written and oral
examinations in their schools
and institutions.They wrong
fullybelieve that examinations
are not required, but if they
strive to think positively they
will be able to see the many
advantages of taking exams
(Lazar  2015). Examining
pupils’ understanding of a topic
or subject through examination
is a general progression for
them. Exams help students to

|mp0r tance of Examination in the develop a more positive outlook

on lifeand improve their memo
. ry and study techniques.Exams
Ed ucatlon SyStem are used to assess students’
knowledge and proficiency in a
are always sweetdrs a tree is given subject or area of study
Department of Commerce nothing without its roots, in the and provide students feedback

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Same vein, education is nothingon their academic progress by
College, University of  without exams (AlAmin & assessing their subject-matter

Delhi (India) Greenwood, 2018). But interest understanding.A few points
ingly,when students hear thehave been discussed, which
T SRR 7 7 USTekH word “exam,”many of them highlight the importance of
T YIS 7 = AR become anxious or afraid. It isexamination in the education
= &hd aeid e just like the examination is thesystem.
forammer weeRTETY 11 biggest enemy of the student Measurement of academic

It means education can neiand parents also (JacksonPerformance:Exams are used to
ther be plundered by a thief nor2010). It may happen becaus@valuate students’academic
can be squeezed by the kingthey have developed a pooiprogress and gauge their degree
cannot be divided by brothersmindset about examination.of topic masteryThey ofer a
and does not fall on consump Moreover maybe they consid consistent way to assess a-stu
tion. The more education isered examination as the ultimatelents knowledge and abilities.
spent, the more it grows. test of their intelligence. Evaluation of teaching efec-

“Education” is the tool that So, an important questiontiveness
shapes the character of an indihas been raised’Does examina Exams are useful for assess
vidual and a nation, and it hagion actually matter” Of course, inghow well the teaching and
the potential to transform theYes, tests are the most importariearning process is working.
world.Although education aspect of any education systemrl'hey provide feedback to teach
might have bitter roots, its fruits The idea behind examinations i€rs and institutions on how well
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their teaching strategies arehis/her subject knowledge andplatform to students for devel
working and how they can critical, creative thinking arealsooping a better personality by
improve their methods. strong.An examination helps to “enhancing mathematical think
Preparation for future aea identify those loose areas of stuing, communication, logistics,
demic and professional pursuitsdents where work is needed tescience, and expressive charac
Exams help to prepare studentbe doneThe examination helps ter of the topic. This will allow
for future academic and profes students to grow as individualsfor the addition of “ability’ sub-
sional pursuits by developingby imparting values, fosteringtraction of “failure,” and multi
their critical thinking skills, ana exceptional thinking, self- plication of “success.”
Iytical skills, and problem-solv assessment, and confidence to Honorable Prime Minister of
ing abilities. overcome failures, and instilling India,Shri Narendra Modi, has
Fairness and Objectivity optimism in them to raise the baralso taken the initiative and
Exams provide a fair andfor educational excellence. Notstarted the “Pariksha Pe
objective means of evaluatingonly does student examinationCharcha” series in the year
students.They are designed toalso assist all teachers in deter2018. Where every year before
ensure that all students areminingthe studentshental apti the final examination, he inter
assessed based on the same ctiide and identifying their weak acted with students and their
teria, regardless of their back nesses. In turn, this encouragegarents andried to motivate
ground, ethnicityor gender kids to act and think appropri them that they should take the
Examination plays a signifi ately. Additionally, it provides a examination in a positive man
cant @rt in the educational sys ner. He also shares tips with
tem as a whol_e and in the Indeed, in terms of the students on how to degl with
process of learning. Exams anc evaluation pattern unnecessary exammat_lon
tests a_re excellent tools for under NEP-2020, multi stre_ss.AIong with that,_ in his
evaluating the knowledge that radio program,Mann Ki Baat,
pupils have in a certain topic. ‘ he also encouraged students
From exams, strong and weal to appear in the exams confi
areas of the student can b dently and rely on hard work,
identified, which helps to not on unfair means. He also
understand where student: suggested that students take the
need help and also to get ai examination results in a pesi
understanding in which areas tive manner and not get dis
the interest of students has ) heartened if they score lesser
been developed (Leeming, seeks to edesign Fhe marks; there is always a next
2002). If more attention is paid .report card, anc_l It time. He wrote the book “Exam
to the strong areas, then stu Includes evaluations  \yarriors for students to help
dents can do wonders in theii [T OM teachers, peers,  ihem get over the anxiety of fac
life. Swami Vivekanand also and the student them 4 an examinationAccording
stated that “W want thaedu  SelvesThese steps will o him students should behave
cation by which character is help to reduce the fear jike exam warriors, not as exam
formed, the strength of mind is Of examination from the  worriers.
increased, the intellect is Minds of young stu In the year 2020, the Union
expanded, and by which one car dents, and the examina  government approved the
stand on one own feet” tion will become a pat National Education PolicyThis
Therefore if the basic concepts Of their regular learning initiative has been hailed as a
of a student are strong, ther process. revolution in the Indian eduea

ple provisions have been
made to make board
exams easierwhich pri-
marily test “cor e capact
ties, competencies
rather than months of
coaching ormemoriza-
tion.” Also, NEP-2020
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tion system. Keeping in mindthe adoption of subjects for theAlso, it has been mentioned that
the importance of the evaluationstudents of schools and universithere will be possible addition of
system, policymakers paid conties. With the amalgamation of vocational training to students
siderable attention to the examisubjects and the crossovefrom their school level.The
nation system.A number of between streams, students wilprogress cards for every student
changes have been introduced inow be able to study subjects awill be modified in accordance
the examination system at theer their preferences and pursuwith the proposed National
school and college levels.higher studies accordingly Educational Policy 2020 for
Policymakers made an attempflong with the traditional disei school-based evaluation. Report
to design an evaluation systenplines, they will have the option cards will be created. “a holistic,
which is encouragingthe “holis of selecting subjects like arts3600, multidimensional report
tic development” of the student.and crafts and vocational train that reflects in great detail the
The goal of the Nationaling. For instance, a science -stuprogress and the uniqueness of
Education Policy is to make dent will be able to select an areach learner in the cognitive,
board examinations “easier’subject and study both at onceaffective, and psychomotor
and to test the studest“core According to the policythere domains”. Under the NER020,
capacities.” &te and Central will not be a clear distinction a “National Assessment Centre
Boards of education have beeetween “curriculaf “extracur ‘PARAKH’ -Performance
recommended to develop dif ricular,” or “co-curricular” or Assessment, Review and
ferent models of exams, suctbetween “vocational” and “aea Analysis of Knowledge” for
as-annual/ semester/ modulademic” streams.This implies Holistic Development) will be
Also, exams will be taken atthat extracurricular activities set up.The committee will be in
two levels, objective and sub like drawing, painting, etc., maychage of recommending stan
jective, which means each subbe included in the studest’ dards for student evaluation and
ject offered in the board examprogress reports. NEE020 has assessment to all recognized
will have an objective as well given students, especially thosechool boards, including state
as a description exam.Thein schools, the freedom andboards, which the Centre has not
Board exams could alsochoice to choose subjects byet had any influence over
become modular.e., they can using competency-based learn Indeed, in terms of the evalu
be conducted more than once iing. ation pattern unet NEP-2020,
a year i.e., one main examina  Also, earlierit was observed multiple provisions have been
tion and one for improvement,that students were frightened anade to make board exams-eas
if desired. The policy also lot by their entrance examina ier, which primarily test “core
makes clear that evaluations ofions. Therefore, the National capacities, competencies rather
studentdaking the Board exam TestingAgency or NTA, would than months of coaching or
inations would be done inprovide “high-quality aptitude memorization.” Also, NEP-
schools using a “multidimen tests” twice a year to help kids in2020 seeks to redesign the
sional report.”Apart from the their university entrance exami report card, and it includes eval
assessment provided by thenations.The National Education uations from teachers, peers,
teachers, the progress card wilPolicy will make way for learn and the student themselves.
include self-assessment as welhg with critical thinking along These steps will help to reduce
as peer assessment. with “discovery-based, discus the fear of examination from the
Apart from the examination sion-based, and analysis-basedhinds of young students, and
system, under NEP-2020,learning.” Also, provision has the examination will become a
favourable changes have beebeen made for “bagless dayspart of their regular learning
made in the syllabus pattern an@énd visits to local craftsmen.processO
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The focus was on acquiring
knowledge and applying it in
practical situations.

During the British era, the
assessment system underwent
significant changesThe British
introduced a standardized edu
cation system that was based on
the European model, with a
focus on producing clerks and
administrators for the colonial
government. The assessment
system was based on written
l. examinations, where students
were tested on their ability to

Assessmenand memorize and reproduce infor

~ _ ) . mation. The emphasis was on
rote learning, and the assess
Exam I natlon In Indla ment system was criticized for

. . being rigid and inflexible.
From Vedic Period to Pesent Post-independence,  India
witnessed a massive transforma
- The Vedic period marks the tion in the education system, and
ﬁ - beginning of the Indian educa the assessment system was no
- - eacher . . .
~ Poonch (JKUT) tion system.The Gurukul sys excgpﬂon.‘l’he emphasis was on
tem was prevalent, where stumaking the assessment system
dents would stay with their more inclusive, student-centric,
teachers to learn and practicand holistic. The focus shifted
various skills, including reading, from rote learning to conceptual
ssessment and examinationvriting, and critical thinking. understanding, critical thinking,
have been a part of theAssessment was an integral pa@ind problem-solving abilities.
Indian education system for cenof the Gurukul system, where Several educationists have
turies. Since thevedic period, the teacher would assess -stushared their views on the assess
the assessment system in Indidents’ learning through oral ment system in India.
has evolved significantlywith examinations, recitation, andDr.Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, an
changes in the education systemerformanceThe focus was on Indian philosopher statesman
and the emegence of new the overall development of stu and second president of India,
knowledge systemJhe assess dents, including charactbuild- pelieved that “assessment
ment system in India has uneering and physical fitness. should not be the sole criterion
gone several reforms, with each The medieval period saw thefor evaluating student&arning
period bringing its unique fea emegence of various education outcomes.The assessment sys
tures and challengeBhis article al  institutions,  including tem should focus on developing
aims to provide an overview of madrasas, where Islamic theolothe overall personality of stu
the evolution of the assessmengy and language were taughtdents, including moral and ethi
system in India from th&edic Assessment was again an essepal values.” He emphasized the
period to the present, highlight tial part of the educational sys importance of continuous and
ing the major reforms and thetem, where students werecomprehensive evaluation,
opinions of renowned educa assessed through oral examinavhere students are assessed
tionists. tions and written assignmentsthrough various methods,
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including oral examinations, dations of important education ate studentgrogress.
assignments, and project work. ists regarding assessment iNew Education Policy (1986)

Indian aerospace scientistexaminations in India. The New Education Policy
and 1Lth president of India, Dr Education Policies  and (NEP) was introduced in 1986,
A.P.J.Abdul Kalam, agued that Reforms which aimed to promote excel

“the assessment system should The government of India haslence in education and make it
evaluate students'creativity, set up various education policiesnore relevant to the needs of
innovation, and problem-solv and commissions over the yearsociety The policy recommend
ing abilities, apart from their to bring about changes in theed a shift from rote learning to
subject knowledge.” He assessment system in examinaonceptual understanding and
believed that the assessmertions in India. Some of theseproblem-solving abilities. It
system should encourage -stupolicies and reforms are: stressed the need for a continu
dents to think independently and\ational Policy on Education ous and comprehensive evalua
develop a passion for learning. (1968) tion system that assessed -stu

Several states in India have The National Policy on dents’ overall development,
taken initiatives to bring aboutEducation (NPE) was formukat including cognitive, dective,
changes in their assessment-sygd in 1968, which aimed to pro and psychomotor abilities.
tem. In 2009, the state of Keralamote a uniform system of edu Rashtriya Madhyamik
introduced a grading system tccation across the countrffhe ShikshaAbhiyan (2009)
replace the traditional marks-policy recommended the intklo  The Rashtriya Madhyamik
based evaluation systenThe duction of a continuous andShikshaAbhiyan (RMSA) was
grading system aimed to reduceomprehensive evaluation syslaunched in 2009, which aimed
the stress and pressure on-stidem in schools, which wouldto improve the quality of sec
dents and create a more incluassess studentperformance in ondary education in Indialhe
sive assessment systerihe a holistic manner It also program recommended a shift
state ofTamil Nadu introduced a stressed the need for reducinfrom a marks-based assessment
new assessment system in 201%e emphasis on external examisystem to a grading system,
which focuses on assessing-stunations and encouraged the usehich would provide a more
dents’problem-solving, analyi of internal assessments to evaluaccurate assessment of students’
cal, and critical thinking ab#i
ties.

The assessment system ii
examinations in India has under
gone significant reforms over
the years, with various educa
tion policies and commissions
being set up by the governmen
to bring about changes in the
system. These reforms have
been aimed at making the
assessment process more inclt
sive, faif and relevant to the
needs of students. In this article
we will also discuss the reforms
in the assessment system in- dit
ferent education policies and
commissions set up by the gov
ernment of India from time to
time, along with the recommen
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abilities. It also _recommended In conclusion, the assess  Howard Gardner
the use of formative assessmen! ment system in examinations Howard  Gardner an
to evaluate studentgdrogress in |ndia has undergone sig ~ American psychologist, devel
throughout the academic year oped the theory of multiple
National Education Policy intelligences, which stresses the
(2020) need for a diverse and inclusive
The National Education assessment system that recog
Policy (NEP) 2020, which was nizes studentsunique abilities
approved by the cabinet in July and talents. He recommended
2020, is the latest education pol the use of performance-based
icy introduced by the govern e assessments that assess- stu
ment of India.The policy ree  tonists have also played a  gonisr apilities in  diferent
ommends a shift from a content-  ¢rucial role in shaping the  jomains, such as linguistic, log
based curriculum to a competen assessment system in India. jcal-mathematical, spatial, musi
cy-based curriculum, which However there is still a need ¢3) podily-kinesthetic, interper
focuses on developing students for further reforms to make  sonal, and intrapersonal.
skills, knowledge, and values. It the assessment system mer Benjamin Bloom

nificant reforms overthe
years, with various educa
tion policies and commis

sions being set up by the
government to bring about
changes in the systenmlThe
recommendations of educa

stresses the need for a flexible inclusive, fair, and relevant Benjamin  Bloom, an
and inclusive assessment systel  to the needs of students. ~ American educational psychelo
that assesses studenterall gist, developed the Bloow’

development and encourage$0 move away from rote learn Taxonomy which is a hierarchi
critical thinking and problem- ing and encourage criticalcal framework for categorizing

solving abilities. thinking and problem-solving educational goals and objec
Recommendations of skills. tives. He stressed the need for a
Educationists John Dewey varied and inclusive assessment

Various eduaationists and  John Dewey an American system that assessed students’
prominent personalities like K. philosopher and educationist, abilities at diferent levels of the
Kasturirangan, John Dewgy believed hat assessment shouldaxonomy including know!
Paulo Freire, Howard Gardnerbe used to encourage students &dge, comprehension, applica
Benjamin Bloomhave sharedthink independently and cre tion, analysis, synthesis, and
their views on the assessmengtively. He stressed the need foevaluation.
system in examinations ina continuous and comprehenConclusion
India and made recommendasive evaluation system that |n conclusion, the assess
tions to improve the system.assessed students/eralldevel ment system in examinations in
Some of these recommendaopment, including cognitive, India has undgone significant

tions are: affective, and psychomotor abil reforms over the years, with var
K. Kasturirangan, who lIties. . ious education policies and
served as the chairman of théaulo Freire commissions being set up by the

committee that drafted the Paulo Freire, a Brazilian government to bring about
National Education Policy educator emphasized the needchanges in the systerfihe ree
(NEP) 2020, has made severdor a participatory and inclusive ommendations of educatien
statements on assessment i@ssessment system that eneoujsts have also played a crucial
examinations in the new policy aged students to reflect on theifole in shaping the assessment
One such statement by him is akarning  experiences.  Hesystem in India. However
follows: believed that assessment shoulghere is still a need for further

“In the new NEP2020, the be used as a tool for criticalreforms to make the assess
emphasiss on holistic, forma reflection and dialogue, ratherment system more inclusive,
tive, and competency-basedhan as a means of ranking anghir, and relevant to the needs
assessmentsThe policy aims sorting students. of studentsD
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BT AN ST haded 1 fi &
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A ThM | Fg gest e ot H
& T fomamemy i S §
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I H HAY T, IR TG Dl & A
L, IHF FIA T B F fag
T FW U wifew) gedt o
I 3199 SRR T &
fore g & ST e W S
T Tl iR TR H Sl e @
T YRR & ST HI AU BT
ST R |

I % feru, geat wi 3TN
v 1 g dret B, i ufd o
Y T 3T A 3d oIt o 39
i €, 3R 1= Uiy &
ST T =Mfe | 37 Ho-Sial 9
Tiafa g qu-ad iR aaeafa
1 g&H R T R g gHN
Fded 130 YR S =R SR IR
M % FUE Gelil a9 Tkl Iy 4§
I 3R HYFHR F R Y SaA &
& o T Sefen fewrE &

oA AT h @ H S A
FHferat «rt €, foreh SO =8 ager
FeATdt T, STH HiF uRfad 7
TREM? ARG -FAISl T G SR

YR T GG hl geat o T H
qvor faen €1 fed-wa s arett
e § werEl w9 W
oI geRR 1 fafgal & gesft &t
T P T | AR el il
g & fau g gew wiE-
Tedlel 3Td Tavah § 1 geat i
TR H S o A Eg-TeeR FIA
Torfeusi & Tar S W Td ded
& Yotk o9 S &1 A Aifd &
31g 717 foem st afedt & yare #
gd it U I foasd wd ¥, A
foeel &1 919 9q8 HFRR T8eeR
Fd WA €, 99 37F JIeh T
H 2 9l SR Heudm e Tedt €, 9
3FEA & S E 1 W F WA
& ®U-Hed IR died gaed § 31
B Tl o1 off I 9 foRaa i
@I €| STqud &H TR 9 B ot
EYTF T |

geAt 3R 3T & A § 5
FB Rl o1 T, gt % AR R
el gL IR IFR § S Sia-=R T
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Tt ot TRTET €, 39 gah wfd =
R @ & U 9 T2 | e
e | g & Tagdehi o &3 H 3
ek i e &t 8 ool 5@
T Tl Fecll, 9 qh &H | gL H
TqH

o iR 3em <M1 1 et
T2 & Hifdeh W& H1 T91 I Tl
FET T I8 HE T, ST 3T
31k IRFH % gN T ST aer
=T | AR I8 &2 o foh ag |
o gy €, 370 4 #1E oft 59wl
H um fau fomm dar 7 @1 oAt
HGH R Tfs R T
®Y Hed Y foman S ekt €1
SH

HPYH R e K3 9l 7=
T o T AT ¥ | 9ot &, A A
B, o1 TS Rl HouT TG § | et
TR 5 ST & Ffte | & I
WEY guifed €1 SH & HRU &
qeal AGYTH T HF T B B
gedt AT § SR W9 Tea orelf
gedt % T ¥ |

“amar gfT: gEE EF%TEIT:”
fy = €, H S 93 §

S % Ted H 39 I H AV
B U St et § | S qrEe |
g oo o g S 21 § |

et 3 | 3T e,
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Wepfd & &9 4 < %9
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R fomr = g iR
& HIY YT hid & 3T
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3T aaHE o faT 9
®Y AE &, @l Yd gdH
T STehg AT A&l argar
A I S § I

ek Y AT T

TEAT &, 39 W T g0

T hid & |
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7, 79 T Fmior & R argHee |
T T T 1 3H 91E & g & AT
gedft & WY I T Tay Hl
T Y & | STET 9% W e 7, @l
I 3R y4fF ey s iR 5
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T4 FI qEd 7, SH &0 S
3R 951 ¥ W g3 ITH YUIH-
a9 "y % faT 39 TR Yee
B B-

“<uy |y gfered

LR IER e T

TTAT gt Rl YO | TTm geeit
T YoM

g YOI o7e & qfH 3R S @
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I TIR fohan ST € 1 34 38 9em
R T iR FoR e enfga war g |
T Tafer 1 AHER U & Ufd
T % haed SR ARl
I BT € | ST ST geslt S et Hidl
3R O3 % FaY I WHhR Fl S|
3 & gedt & SREHl B 91 U 6l
AR T T & Ui SR SR
Ha1- 19 I H1 TIfaeh Heled T |
g T frehron o % T & forg
T3 K W@k UG WE, &
31Y:9qT I Fiad w1 ¢ S S
TG & WY STUAT Hey Sire
e §, 39 o777 Feded & Ufd Teat
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T 799 T A BT FHE 9T
et © | T8 YR et | T
S S SR 13T a3 AR =
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I S 3N 7, 8 A ATHER
T 9T T 1 geat W Farg R A
S @ foRaR e €1 TR R
T YhR o S W WL S 1A S
3T YR ! 9T Siier At 31T
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fou gum & %) wea & unt @
R T R AT HTA H1 Felah!
T S SIfysR 1 Rt s @l
1 BIg o T AT T2 oI¢ Hehell |
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T B | U o IR % Tk 9T H
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T AT T hT @A 31 A9 |
ST W | 39 YR AT T
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S A HAqarel Sfed 6
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T FA T
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Hvg T & w99 w9 H 9fF R
SH & Y-y ST H SR H
e T §1 afg f ok 5=
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g, Sl TeR UE SH o Sul
Tl % BN TH-TE % WY
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% 3Tk JaTg el o €9 § et
gz § THEUd WE H §, St
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HIE, 3 &Y 9 [ 5 70 -
31T HMH Ael T Fehd L T |
STeHT o1 i1 fargarenmdt efe e €;

=% 37 fafay w0 § AR 2 §1
Z=IfY TRl ®9 W Hepa & F e
qAau e femi wed €, fag
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W el @aaar aaE e,
T 3R TAHR & T H T R
St ® fS=i oot dsife,
Hifershar, worEm SR eyfIRal &
fagu § st@e vRA & faio &t Faq
AT Y | T IRATT AT’ o AW
Y oo dfed AReae Tgad |
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WU FH AR ff TS| AT T
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[ 9FT-1 |19 YA 1, 1970]
(HTEA o Fgaal e 6 HYR)
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