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Time to Teach Intelligent DesignTheory
Q Prof. Bhagwati Prakash Sharma

From this above pemise the poponents of intelligent
design theoy emphatically infer that no such system could
have come about though the gradual alteration of function
ing precursor systems by means of random mutation and
undirected Natural Selection as the standard evolutiongr

believers claim. mgsgmge =~ e
Therefore, living organ s -~ -
isms must have been & “* ' :
ated all concurrently °
with a directed intelli- g
gent design.To some it &2
may be even by an intel =2k}
ligent designer
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Time to Teach Intelligent DesignTheory

: whales all the living species,tions in support of an intelligent
Prof. Bhagwati . . . . .. .
including plants have a perfectdesign in every living specie
e and intelligent design, fine tunedthat the one and half century old
- e Gl [ o their respective requirementsDarwinian theory of evolutl_or_1 is
A Sustainable Development ~ Hundreds of thousand of ele bound to lose its validity
(UNESCO-MGIEP) ments of intellvgent design in allDarwin’s theory of evolution of
the living species, with all their living species, through undirect
arwinian theory of evo Systems, tissues (if any) and thed natural selection might soon
lution of species cells have highly purposefulloose ground for this newer sci
appears to be losing validitycomplexity which cannot be a entific theory based upon the
after the advent new scientificresult of an undirected and ranintelligent design in the universe
theory of intelligent design in dom process without an intelli as well as living specieshis
the living species and even thegent and teleological plan ornew theory proves with evi
whole universe. One and halfdesign. dence that the physical worlds
century old hypothesis of Even a single meaningfulas well as the species on the
Darwin about the evolution of para cannot be, composed withearth are intelligently designed,
living species through an undi out intelligently making words, instead of being evolved though
rected process of natural selecsentences with proper punctuaan undirected natural selection

ol T ]

tion based upon random forcegion. and random combination$his
loosing ground. It is well evi More ScientificThan Darwin’s debate has evolved in the US in
dent from new scientific Hypotheses : the 19908 and soon spread in

researches that from the primi  Intelligent design theory hasEurope as well and has now
tive omganisms like bacteria tobeen bringing out countless andeen gaining wide support in the
the humans and giant blueever newer scientific reveala scientific community based
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upon advanced researches. Dentor has authored a book entiaccording to Ontangelo, consists
Perfection in Design and tled “The Miracle of the Cell” to of over two million working
Coordination: Beyond Interplay  explain this intelligent design. parts making it second only to
of Random Natural Forces : This marvel of fine tuning in the brain in complexity
A well planned and perfectthe anatomy physiology and Proponents of Darwinian evelu
design with utmost coordinationbiochemistry of every living tion believe that the human eye
is visible in the whole universebeing would become explicitly is a product of millions of years
around us as well as in every-liv clear with a study of how intelli of mutations and natural selec
ing being. This intelligent gently the eye is designed, notion. As one reads about the
design, visible in cosmos andpossible by a blind random cem amazing complexity of the eye
living world is being briefly bination of elements? then, could this really be a prod
stated hereunder: (iif) Examples of Intelligent uct of evolution? Have a deeper
(i) Intelligent Design in Design in Humen Eye : view of the design in automatic
Primitive Omganisms Like Human eye too can be takerfocus and the visual system
Bacteria : as an example of intelligent (b) Automated focus of eye
Even the bacterial flagellumdesign  Otangelo in  his a perfect intelligent designThe
is one of the nature’'most amaz article’How the origin of the lens of the eye is suspended in
ing and well-designed nanohuman eye is best explainedts position by hundreds of
machines. Its cell-wall-anchoredthrough intelligent design hasstring like fibres called Zonules.
motor uses chemical emgrto well explained the attributes of The ciliary muscle changes the
rotate a microns-long filamentintelligent designA brief of itis shape of the lens. It relaxes to
and propel the bacteriumbeing mentioned hereunder: flatten the lens for distance
towards nutrients and away (a) Intelligence in the Design vision; for close look it contracts
from toxins.The flagellar motor of Human Eye :The human eye rounding out the lenghis hap
depends upon the coordinater pens automatically and instanta
function of 30 protein part¥et From this above pemise neously without you having to
the absence of any one of thes the proponents of intell-  think about it. It cannot arise out

parts results in the complete los: gent design theoy of randomness

of motor function. Remove one emphatically infer that (iv) Evidence of Intelligent
of the necessary proteins (as-sc N0 such system could Design in the Universe As
entists can do experimentally) have come about already stated above, the wni
and the rotary function would  through the gradual verse is also perfectly fine
cease. alteration of functioning  tuned which has more than 2

(i) Design in each cell, its  precursorsystems by trillion galaxies. Each of these
atoms and complete ganism : means of random muta  galaxies have more than 100-bil
Intelligent design is reflected  tion and undirected lion stars with 400-500 billion
not only in the living species as Natural Selection as the planets have a delicate and fine
they exist and operate, but the Standard evolutionary tuned and well coordinated,

design miracle of every cell of believers claim. each of which revolve round
these species is also quite mai Therefore, living organ-  their respective stars. Like we
velous in vividly illuminating iIsms must have been  have our sun and earth, mars,
the evidence that the elements ¢ created all concuriently  mercury etc. eight of its planets,
life were selected and exquisite  with a dir ected intelli- which revolve round the sun in

ly fine-tuned by a master intel gent design.To some it  our solar systeniThese planets
lect, and had to be before the may be even by an intel also have their moon like satel
first cell could exist. Michael ligent designer lites. All of these balance in the
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gravity, mass and velocity of ponent of the systenThis indir  The believers in intelligent
each of the heavenly bodies witltates that the complexity in eachdesign theory also guwe that
respect to each otherEach of of them is planned or intelligent everything in the cosmos from
this planet is revolving round itsly designed and not result of agalaxies to the single atom and
respective statand in turn even random combinationThe bic from whale to all micro-gan
each of the star is also revolvingchemist, Michael Behe in hisisms, everything is so ideally
in its orbit around a supemas 1996 book, Darwirs Black fine turned that if cannot work

sive black hole or so. Box. defines it as “a single sys without this fine tuning or
Intelligent Design in Every tem which is composed of sev adjustment and coordination.
Living Organism : eral well-matched interactingThis fine tuning cannot be

Like the above example ofparts wherein the removal ofbrought without purposeful
human eye and Right from theany one of the parts causes thimtelligence.
birth to end of each plant andsystem cease functioning.”Rationale to include This
animal has common attributes ointelligent design proponentsTheory in Curriculum :
each specie and perfect uniforargue that undirected natural From this above premise the
mity with a fine tuning of each selection cannot create ifre proponents of intelligent design
of its system, which is the bestducibly complex systems,theory emphatically infer that no
evidence of a teleological intel because the selectable functiosuch system could have come
ligent design.This leds us to a or component is present onlyabout through the gradual aker
conclusion that every living when all parts are preplannedation of functioning precursor
being, its system, tissues, celleand then assembled. Fronsystems by means of random
and atoms constituting each celamoeba to an elephant, from thenutation and undirected Natural
has a purposefully plannedeye of a cockroach to the eye oBelection as the standard evolu
design and attributes. a human being, every wherdionary believers claim.
Commonly Visible Arguments there is an irreducible complexi Therefore, living oganisms
Supporting Intelligent Design  ty. Irreducible complexity has must have been created all eon

The proponents of Intelligentremained a popular gument currently with a directed intelli
Design theory or theory of among advocates of intelligentgent designTo some it may be
Creationism advance 3 simpledesign. even by an intelligent designer
arguments along with advancing (i) Specified complexity : This designer according to the
hundreds of explanations inThe aforesaid complexity inologists may be or is the God.
favor of an intelligent design. every cosmic component andBut another group of proponents
They say that the irreducibleliving beings is not random butof intelligent design theory stay
complexity purposefully deliberate, which indicates thataway from claiming it to be the
designed and specificity with athe complexity is planned ordesigner or the Godwhether
fine tune in everything provesdesigned intelligently or pur one accepts the role of the
an intelligent design.These posefully In 1986, Charles B. designer or not, but intelligent
three aguments are: Thaxton, a physical chemist anddesign in the universe as well as

(i) Irreducible complexity in creationist, used the term “speceach living being, its tissues
the cosmos as well as in alldiv ified complexity” while claim cells and genetic material is vis
ing beings There is an ultimate ing that messages transmitted bible everywhere. It is high time
complexity in everything from DNA in the cell were specified that this intelligent design be
the galaxies to smallestgans by intelligence, which musttaught and included in text
of living species, and all thesehave originated with an intelli books. Even Gege W. Bush
systems are bound to collapsgent agent. the formerAmerica President is
on elimination of a minor com (i) Fine-tuned Universe : of this view O
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Need to Receate Histoly : SchoolTextbooks

dlor TS, Girishkumar earlier some such stories etq,Sanskrltl is also unlquely cﬂdr.-
but then, a structured and -taient from what is otherwise
Professor of

Philosophy (Rtd.) lored text book has no substitut&known as culture; where cu!ture
MSU Baroda at all, under all circumstancescould be termed as refined
(Guijarat) Hence the serious importance ohuman existence and co-exis
text books for schools, and aence while Sanskriti is refined

hool text books, espe meticulously programmed cur human coexistence and exis

ially of humanities shall riculum.This ideal situation pre tence with a built-in transcen

really be very significant in the supposes that the Nation cultureental longing.

making of meaningful citizensis not adulterated through When it is relatively simple
of any NationAny Nation shall unhealthy influences from with for other societies to impart their
have a culture of its own; andout, hegemonies from aliens anatulture to their young ones, it
such Nation culture shall consti indeed, invasions of long-lastingbecomes a complex and compli
tute an identity of the natio®’ character from without. cated phenomenon to transmit a
citizens in a most natural man Bharatiya situation Sanskriti to a next generation,

ner. It is true that the fundamen  The Bharatiya situation inowing to many factors.

tals of culture go into the nextthis regard is not only complex,Primarily, the complexity of
generations from their families,but also is complicated. Bharatsuch a Sanskriti itself poses one

but a systematic imparting ofis unique from other nations inmajor challenge, which is actu
such noble teachings should genany ways. Unlike most otherally seriously complicated
through schools where the chil nations, the identity of Bharat isthrough series of invasions from
dren really learn to learn.neither language, nor geograwithout and a near one thousand
Children shall learn throughphy, nor religion, it is the phe years of foreign and at the same
lives of great people who livednomenon of Sanskriti.This time unscrupulously hostile rule.
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The blatant destruction
which such aliens continuously
attempted on Bharatiya
Sanskriti further makes this task
of imparting our Sanskriti from
one generation to another nea
impossible, and it constantly anc ate Swabhimana in the of the British government past
consistently calls for  minds of all Bharatiyas in ed in Bharat with special train
autochthones to be vibrantly 5 most natural and sponta ings. Many of them carried the
active in such processednd neous mannerlLet us not  Missionary zeal with a convic
what is more, until the Rashtriya blindly copy what people tion that they were civilising the
Swayam Sevak Sangh becam  qo in Europe and other ~ World through Christianisation,
strong, there used to be no on pjaces, let us give oupwn N their utter ignorance of reality

was a trading East India
Company that was making deci
sions, and eventually the British
took control of everything.
There used to be \diceroy rep
resenting the queen, andioérs

It is this Swabhimana that
must be imparted to the
next generation through
schools.Therefore, the

school text books must be

naturally designed to ce-

to either monitor or check this ~ ganskriti to our young- regarding Bharat — and other
malady Nonetheless, the ves  sters through our text societies as well.
tiges of such atrocities remains hooks to begin with. Let us We do have the results of

and that demands a continuousl' |gok at the last Sukta fom  such things: there came a
ongoing program as well as the last Mandala of the Rg McCauley with the nefarious
process of both cleaning anc \eda that asks us to be  design of teaching English to
cleansing. together and united to Young Bharatiyas on the one
The situations in text books remain strong and worithy hand, to translate Hindu texts in
Bharatiya education used to of the knowledge tradition  destructive manner into English
be very systematic and meticu and the Sanskriti of Bhart. from Sanskrit through the
lous in ancient timed.here used ‘romantic’ Max Muller, make
to be a time when Bharat hadells us that Bhatiyar Khilji put the newly English educated
some seven thousand plus -unffire to the university of Nalanda helpless Bharatiya youth read
versities of small and lge and the library was burning forthem, where McCauley was
nature, where each universitytwo months. Perhaps it is impos confident that in ‘fifty years of
had some sort of specialisationsible for one to even imagine theime, there will be no single
But during the near one thou number of texts burned, and thédindu left in Bharat’. (From his
sand years of alien oppressionamount of knowledge burned. letters)
these got suppressed, in toto if When the British were trying ~ To make things worse, when
not destroyed in toto. Historyto take things in to their hands, itthe British had to quit Bharat,
they cleverly handed over the
governance of Bharat into their
" ‘Bhakts’. They had already
intensified the rift between
Hindus and Muslims in all pes
sible manner including the cre
ation of Aligarh Muslim
University from Mohammadan
Anglo Oriental College where
the British used to run things.
They successfully created a
Deobandh school, pampered
SayyadAhmed Khan and even
tually divided Bharat in the

. &
|

m Aféres FHeret (FFAF) 1 5= 2023




Hindu Muslim line, as they have
divided Bengal in the Hindu®
Muslim line in 1905. (One must "
not forget that in the very next
year in 1906, theAIML, All
India Muslim League was;
formed in Dhaka with the uki
mate objective of a Dddl-
Islam through the propagatio
of the then secret program of 4
two-nation theory).
Did some one wonder that
how a SaudiArabian Muslim
Maulvi became the first educa
tion minister of Bharat in
Jawaharlak ministry? Did any
one know that the text booksbuilders will have to spend theirat the last Sukta from the last
were created by the Marxismtime and engy in addressing Mandala & the RgVeda that
inclined scholars and Europearall kinds of spurious programsasks us to be together and
fetishised minds who consideredand problems they keep creatunited to remain strong and
Bharat as something g$efing ing. The happening for pastworthy of the knowledge tra
from obsolescence? Idrthis a many years in our Nation is verydition and the Sanskriti of
reality that text books for demonstrative. Bhart. This knowledge has to
schools and other higher educa  Unity of Bharat shall be fer go through our curriculum
tion purpose were designedmidable when people of Bharatand text books. @ok at the

through an implicit program of shall be
anti-Bharat design®nd, what is Swabhimana should come from
more, isnt all these still ongo the knowledge and conscicus
ing? ness of what Bharat is, what
From India to Bharat Bharatiya Sanskriti is and what
Bharat has more challengeghe Vedopanishadic knowledge
from within than without. Our tradition is and the realisation
present world is more designedhat we are fundamentally the
and controlled by corporates inVedic people.
an implicit mannerwhere other It is this Swabhimana that
corporates do not wantmust be imparted to the next
Bharatiya corporates to begeneration through schools.
strong, influential and control Therefore, the school text books
ling money Naturally they want must be naturally designed to
to be in control of things, theycreate Swabhimana in the minds
do not wantAmbani,Adani and of all Bharatiyas in a most natu
Tata like Bharatiyas to be pew ral and spontaneous mannieet
erful. The Nation has to dealus not blindly copy what people
with this situation, which our do in Europe and other places,
Nation is doing well. But if the let us give our own Sanskriti to
people of Bharat are not standour youngsters through our text

Swabhimanis. last Sukta of Rg¥da: -

KEIEECEIERE
favar= 21|

TS wfHerd

T 1 ST T 1110.191.01
T T § age

G ol HAIE S |

a1 9T Fem o
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| am sure that this explains

ing together then our Nation books to begin with. Let us lookeverything.Q
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Bharatiya (WTdr™) Perspective inTextbooks:
Insights from NEP-2020

Prof. Suneel Kumar TEALE rgforms in the country’ will mcqrporate_ contributions
education system. One of therom various regions, languages,
Department of

Commerce Shaheed _key objectives of the NER020 and cu!tures across the cc_)urnt_ry
Bhagat Singh College IS t0 promote a sense ofpromoting a sense of unity in

University of Delhi Indianness and national identitydiversity.
among students.The policy Furthermore, the NER020
ﬁﬂ\'&lﬁﬁlﬁlﬁﬁﬁ emphasizes the need to integratemphasizes the importance of
mﬁm Indian knowledge, traditions, using local languages and meth
UTATGTHTA T and values into the curriculum,er tongues as the medium of
gATgHdd: pacell textbooks and teaching methinstruction at the primary level.

“Knowledge gives humility ods.© introduce Indianness inBy encouraging the use of
from humility, one attains char textbooks, the NEP 2020 regional languages, the policy
acter; From character one encourages the development odims to ensure that students
acquires wealth; from wealth,a curriculum that reflects Ind®’ have a strong foundation in their
good deeds (righteousness)-folrich cultural, scientific and his own cultural and linguistic her
low and then happiness”. torical heritage. It advocates foritage. This approach also helps

Shrimad Bhagvad Gita a multidisciplinary and holistic in preserving and promoting

The National Education approach to education, enablingegional languages and litera
Policy (NEP) 2020, introducedstudents to understand andure.The NER2020 also empha
by the Government of India, appreciate the diverse aspects @izes the importance of experi
aims to bring about comprehenIndian society The curriculum ential learning and critical think
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ing. It encourages the use o
interactive and engaging teach
ing methods that enable student
to develop a deeper understanc
ing of Indian traditions, values,
and contributions. Through
hands-on activities, field trips,
and community engagement
students will have opportunities
to explore and experience
Indianness first-hand.
Additionally, the NEP2020
emphasizes the integration o
technology in education. It envi
sions the development of digital
resources and e-learning plat
forms that showcase Inds&acut . .
tural and historical heritage. respo-nswe., compehepswe,
This integration of technology ~2nd inclusive educational
can provide students with acces €XPerience forstudents, while
to a wide range of information, ~Preserving and pomoting
including traditional knowledge India’s rich intellectual and
systems, folk arts, and indige cultural heritage.
nous practices, fostering a deep
er understanding of Indianness.

National Education Policy
2020 promotes a curriculum
that incorporates Indian
knowledge, customs, and val
ues in orderto instil
Indianness in textbooks.The
strategy seeks to fostein stu-
dents a feeling of national
identity and pride by high-
lighting the use of local lan
guages, hands-on learning,
and technology Integrating
the Indian knowledge system
in the curriculum helps to
create a moe culturally

In line with the NERS objee

itage. This can involve high
lighting important historical
events, personalities, and cuktur
al practices from dféerent
regions and communities within
India. Under NEP-2020, the
focus has been on Learning via 6
Pramanas which are
“Pratyaksa, interpreted ger
ception through five senses;
Anumana,which usesinfer-
ences to come to new conelu
sions; Upamanawhich is
knowing throughanalogy and
comparison;Arthapatti, which
involves knowing througtcir-
cumstantial implication,
Anupalabdhi, which includes
perception of non-existence,
Sabda,which is something an
individual can onlydirectly
know a fraction of all reality”.
As illustrated by the
Upanishads, an attempt has been
made under NEP-2020 to create

Putting emphasis on the usagéves, eforts may be undertakenan educational system in India
of regional language in the eduto review and update textbookghat fosters inquiry and discus
cation system, former Primeto ensure a more inclusive represions to foster critical thinking

Minister of India, Shri.Atal
Bihari Bajpayee also stated tha
“foreTeRTATEI HIGTHT AT
ofgw)  S-Y-S=t foranm
QTS % WETH W S
=eq’’ |

The NEPdoes emphasize the
importance of promoting a sense
of pride, respect, and apprecia
tion for India’s rich cultural, his
torical, and philosophical her
itage. It encourages the inelu
sion of diverse perspectives.
contributions, and achievements
of Indian civilization throughout
history The aim is to foster a
holistic understanding of Indian|
culture, values, and traditions
among students.

sentation of India diverse her and open-mindedness. In addi
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tion, Indian history educationrecent sources or fafial educa Holistic Development:
highlights and explains keytional bodies. It is crucial to Indianness includes a wide
moments in the independencéncorporate Indianness intorange of elements, such as tradi
fight against British rule, paying India’s new educational currieu tion, history philosophy litera
particular attention to the subal lum for a number of reasonsture, art, music, and dance.

tern and Gandhian movementsincluding These components are incofpo
in order to advance social justiceCultural pr eservation: rated into the curriculum to pro
and national identity To India is renowned for its vide students with a comprehen

advance cultural diversity andextensive cultural legacendur sive education that extends
intercultural understanding, it ising customs, and fascinatingbeyond academic knowledge.lIt
important to teach the ideas ofpast.The curriculums inclusion enables children to grow into
many religious and philosophi of Indianness aids in the preserwell-rounded individuals by fes
cal traditions, such asvation and promotion of thetering their emotional inteHi
Buddhism, Jainism, an¥edic nations cultural values, cus gence, creativity and critical
philosophies. toms, and languages. It enceurthinking.

It's vital to remember thatages pupils to create a solidContextual Learning
different Indian states andsense of self and take pride in By incorporating Indianness
school mards may have variedtheir Indian ancestry into the curriculum, education is
approaches to implementingNational Integration: made @plicable and accessible
the NEPand any textbook revi With many diferent lan to the Indian setting. It supports
sions.The way the NERRcom guages, religions, and regionaktudents’ability to apply their
mendations are interpreted anddentities, India is a lge and information successfullycom
put into practice by the appro varied countryThe inclusion of prehend their social and cultural
priate educational authoritiesindianness in the curriculumcontext, and make connections
will determine the precise cen encourages a common knewlbetween their classroom and
tent and actions taken in relaedge of Indian historyculture, real-world experiences.
tion to the inclusion of and values, which aids in foster Contextual learning improves
“Indianness” in textbooks. Ining national integration. It understanding and engagement,
order to obtain the Ilatestinspires children from all baek giving students a deepsense of
knowledge on this subject, it isgrounds to respect and value théhe purpose of their education.
thus adviseda examine more nations diversity Global Perspective

The curriculum  should
emphasize Indianness while still
taking a global viev&udents
must be informed about foreign
concerns, other cultures, and
current events. Indianness and
global awareness help pupils
develop a more comprehensive
view of the world, cultivate
global citizenship, and get ready
for the opportunities and chal
lenges of a globalized world.
Sustainable Development

Important topics like sustain
able development, environmen
tal preservation, and social
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responsibility may be addressec
by including Indianness into the
curriculum. The education sys
tem may teach students aboUses
ethical citizenship, ecological
balance, and sustainable living
by incorporating traditional wis £ .
dom, indigenous knowledge, \ \
and sustainable practices. o, - .
Fostering National Identity ’,.»—_‘E\

The inclusion of Indianness™ — '
in the curriculum may be —4—\&; T /’f:_-_—
extremely important in helping = o A —
children develop a strong senséng to correct historical biasesexposing them to other ways of
of national identity It aids in and provide a more comprehenthinking, solving problems, and
their comprehension of thesive understanding of the past. comprehending the world.
ideas, values, and guiding prin Inspiring critical thinking Sustainable Development
ciples that underpin the Indian The main focus of newly  Sustainable lifestyles and
country As a result, it may help developed curriculum is toecological knowledge are fre
residents feel more connectedgncourage critical thinking andquently included into traditional
united, and cohesive. analysis. Readers are encoudndian knowledge systems.
Educational value aged to queryassess, and con Students may learn about sus

Books are excellent educa trast various accounts of histori tainable development, environ
tional resources that help stucal events, encouraging a deepenental conservation, and the
dents to gain a greater uneerconnection with history and thesignificance of coexisting with
standing of the past when theygrowth of important analytical nature by including these topics
correctly portray historical abilities. in the curriculum.
events. By introducing booksLocal Relevance Overall, the National
which reflect historical events, By incorporating the Indian Education Policy 2020 promotes
delivered enhanced educationaknowledge system, the curricu a curriculum that incorporates
value and contribute to a mordum is guaranteed to represenindian knowledge, customs, and
accurate and comprehensivehe local setting and be pertinenvalues in order to instil

understanding of history to Indian pupils. It promotes alndianness in textbooksThe
Correcting biases and per feeling of identification and strategy seeks to foster in stu
spectives: belonging by helping studentsdents a feeling of national iden

History has frequently beenrelate what they are learning taity and pride by highlighting
written from a certain viewpoint their own cultural origins, cus the use of local languages,
or biased point of viewwhich toms, and social concerns. hands-on learning, and technol
has resulted in the omission oGlobal Perspective ogy.Integrating the Indian
inaccurate depiction of particu  The Indian knowledge sys knowledge system in the cur
lar events or groups of peopletem gives a distinct viewpoint riculum helps to create a more
Therefore, it becomes morethat can help create a curriculuntulturally responsive, compre
important to rewrite books bythat is more diversified andhensive, and inclusive educa
following historical events aware of the world. In a culturetional experience for students,
which allows for a more inclu that is more linked and diversewhile preserving and promoting
sive and diverse representatioiit helps students become moréndia’s rich intellectual and cul
of different perspectives, help open-minded and adaptive bytural heritageQ
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Enriching the Essence of Indianness in
Indian Textbooks

culture, and contributions, critical analysis and multiple per
Dr. Abha Kathuria . L . . T .
neglecting significant achieve spectives limits studentsibility
W‘ De’:asrst'smtggtt ;rgﬁ:ﬁﬁ;w ments by Indian scientists, matheto engage in critical thinking and
Ramjas College, maticians, and scholars.develop a nuanced understanding
University of Delhi Moreover the focus onwWestern of historical events and social
literature overshadows Ind&’ issues, inadvertently promoting a
Agrowing concern has own literary traditions and one-sided or distorted version of
emeged regarding the esteemed authors. Indian history and culture.
absence of Indianness in Indian Furthermore, the inadequate The inclusion of Indianness in
textbooks, which refers to theemphasis on regional languagegextbooks plays a significant role
genuine and impartial representafolk traditions, and diverse cultur in shaping the educational land
tion of Indian culture, historyher  al practices contributes to the eroscape of India, providing a cem
itage, and values in educationakion of Indianness in textbooks.prehensive representation of the
materials used across the countryrhis disregard for Indig’ cultural countrys cultural, historical, and
This issue has sparked debategiversity undermines the impor social fabric. It aims to acquaint
among educators, scholars, aneance of preserving and promotingstudents with their roots and her
policymakers due to the prevalentegional identities.Additionally, itage, fostering a profound sense
prioritization of Western or the inadequate representation off belondng and pride in their
Eurocentric perspectives in Indianmamginalized communities perpet Indian identity Such textbooks
textbooks, overshadowing Indsa’ uates stereotypes, reinforceslelve into the study of ancient eiv
rich cultural and historical legacy social inequalities, and impedes dlizations, showcasing the magnif
This biased approach restricts thgomprehensive understanding ofcence of the Indus Valley
understanding of Indian history Indian society The absence of Civilization, the intellectual
- prowess of thé/edic period, and
the grandeur of the Maurya and
Gupta Empires. Pivotal moments
in history including the struggle
for independence and the leader
ship of figures like Mahatma
Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru, and
Subhash Chandra Bose, are high
lighted. Furthermore, students are
exposed to diverse cultural aspects
such as folklore, classical dance
forms, music geres, and religious
practices, providing a comprehen
sive understanding of Ind&rich
cultural tapestry Textbooks also
explore the historical and symbol
ic significance of national sym
bols, fostering reverence and
deepening studentginderstand
ing of the natiors ethos.
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India-centric textbooks cele preserving Indi&g unique intellec tioning of Indias democratic sys
brate the opulence of Indian liter tual heritage. tem, the intricacies of governance,
ature and languages, introducing Textbooks transcend merethe countrys remarkable econom
students to a wide range ofacademic knowledge, emphasizic development, and the pressing
regional languages and classicahg the importance of social andsocial challenges it faces.
works. Renowned Indian authorsethical values within society Students gain insights into Ind&’
and poets like Rabindranathindianness in textbooks aims tospace program, its vibrant cultural
Tagore, R.K. Narayan, andpromote values such as reverenceiversity celebrated through festi
Kalidasa become householdor elders, compassion, toleranceyals, and its contributions to gleb
names, and epics such as thand the spirit of unity in diversity al peacekeeping feits. By stay
Ramayana and the Mahabharatamong students. Through ing informed about the present,
transport students to an ancienthought-provoking narratives andstudents become active partici
world of heroic tales and moralexamples, textbooks cultivate arpants in shaping Indigfuture tra
dilemmas. By immersing them empathetic and responsible <itijectory.
selves in Indi&s literary heritage, zenry preparing students to con  The National Education
students gain a profound apprecitribute positively to their commu Policy 2020 acknowledges the
ation for the power of words, nities and the nation at g&. By need to revitalize the Indian edu
diverse storytelling traditions, andemphasizing social issues, suscation system by emphasizing
the inherent wisdom containedtainable development, and thdndian knowledge systems, lan
within these timeless texts. importance of responsible citizen guages, arts, and culture. It reeog

Textbooks should illuminate ship, textbooks encourage stunizes that curriculum and peda
the remarkable contributions ofdents to be active participants ingogy must be redesigned to be
Indian scientists and scholarsaddressing societal challenges ansitrongly rooted in the Indian and
throughout history From the contributing positively to their local context and ethos, encem
ancient mathematiciaAryabhata communities and the nation. passing culture, traditions, her
to the genius of Srinivasa To provide a comprehensiveitage, customs, language, phileso
Ramanujan, and from the Nobelview of India, textbooks incorpo phy, geographyancient and con
laureate C.VRaman to the pio rate information about moderntemporary knowledge, societal
neering nuclear physicist Homilndia. This encompasses the funcand scientific needs, as well as

Bhabha, students should be indigenous and traditional ways
exposed to Indi& significant The National Education of learning. Enriching the essence
advancements in mathematics  Policy 2020 acknowledges of Indianness in Indian textbooks
astronomy medicine, and teeh the need to evitalize the is a continuous process that

nology By showcasing these sci  Indian education system by  involves collaboration among
entific luminaries, textbooks emphasizing Indian knowt educational institutions, currieu
inspire the next generation of edge systems, languages, |um developers, scholars, and
Indian innovators and instil pride  arts, and culture. It recog experts from various fields. By
in the natiors intellectual  Nizes that curriculum and infusing  textbooks  with
achievements. Books plays a-ru pedagogy must be edesigned

. . : to be strongly rooted in the : L :
cial _role in preserving and pro indian and local context and nationalism in future generations,
moting indigenous knowledge

ethos, encompassing culti, contributing to Indias economic,
systems and traditional practices traditions, heritage, customs, social, and sporting growth.
It recognizes the wisdom embed |anguage, philosophygeog Textbooks serve as a window to a
ded in traditional knowledge, raphy, ancient and conterm nations hidden social and politi
such ag\yurveda, yoga, and other porary knowledge, societal ~ cal curriculum, and changes in
indigenous sciences. By incorpo and scientific needs, as well educational curriculum are often
rating these elements into the cur as indigenous and traditional  an attempt by the state to address
riculum, textbooks contribute to ways of learning. challenges to its legitimacy
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Indianness, we can instil pride and




