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Shoodras, theAncient Producers underVarna
Vyavastha and Caste Equanimity

0 Prof. Bhagwati Prakash

When the Indian or Hindu Philosophy assets that the same divine
Almighty is pervading across all living beings, how an individual can be
untouchable orsuperior or inferior on the basis of his bith. Why this
evil practice should have any place in ousocial life?All Bhar tiya or the
Indians the descendents of the ancient Hindu polity Hindus should
behave and act as a seamles- B {
cohesive caste like true kethren ‘ ;ﬁl -
and sistren. Besides, we should Ea L4

also revive the decentralised| f r
production of goods and services ™t L :>

for inclusive growth, sustainable pesss"=*= f
development and full _m_. L
employment. B v
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Shoodras theAncient Producers under
Varna VVyavastha and Caste Equanimity

A daee by jehadi persecution and Britishingrained sense for values and
colonial rule, has led to the worstethics in their conduct and

— | (Mahatma Gandhi Instite of social evil (_)f unftouchabmty in th_e behaylour Their preac_hlng for
== Eductaion for Peace and country_Thls eV|.I ha_ld no_place in self—rlghteousness, alm_ed at
i il Sustainable Development)  the fabric of social life, prior to the ensuring an eternal commitment to

advent ofArab invasion in the 8th one's multifarious duties in the

century India has, in the pastsociety are well enshrined in the
Caste-Indifferent Equanimity of  millennium, faced the most fierceVedic texts, the sixVedangas,
Ancient Bharat and anarchical aggressions otUpnishadsAranyaks, or the twin

The ancient vedic civilsation Arabs, Turks, Mamluks (i.e. epicsAll of these have no mention

across the country had been devoiglaves or Gulams), Khiljis, of any kind of such caste
of any caste discrimination, casteTughlaqus, Lodhis, Bahamanis stratification and untouchability
stratification or the evils like Mughals, Portuguese, and BritishAll the ancient scriptures, which
untouchability The core tenet of in the last more than 12 centurieshad lagely been beyond the scope
the ancient Hindu philosophy hasThe invaders had endeavored téor any kind of interpolation due to
been to perceive all living beingspersecute, butchehumiliate and their advance linguistics, are
as the divine manifestation of theconvert the innocent and selfdevoid of any narration of any sort
Almighty. The caste righteous Hindu populace fromof social discriminationTheVedic
discrimination and stratification Indonesia in Far East to Sindh anénd allied scriptures always talk of
that erupted and perpetuated in thafghanistan in the west and everequity and forbid any kind of
last millennium, under the evil beyond. The Hindu societythe discrimination; not only among
influence of theArabic, Turk and  sole inhabitants of Bharat, beforenumans, but inter se all the living
other foreign invaders, followed the Arab aggression had a deeplypbeings as well.
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On top of all, scores of archeo
genetic studies based on the stu
of gene pools of castes reveal th
the current tradition of intra-caste
marriages is found to have existe
only in last 60-70 generations
across a span of the last twelv
centuries. The genome studies
indicate that the marriages were & !
not confined with castes arounmi )
1200 years ago.The study Ny
conducted at National Institute of ll
Biomedical Genomics (NIBMG)
in West Bengal (The Hindu, Datedcaste system. and the wayone wants to be
January 27, 2016 Bangalore - There had been no place fotreated himself or herself by
Mohit M. Rao) and several otherany ethnic or caste discrimination,others. It is enshrined as
agencies, after having studied theocial stratification of superiority- "Aatmavat  Sarv ~ Bhuteshu"
genes of various communitiesinferiority of castes in the ancient(3eHad WaYdY) in the Upnishads
corroborate  the fact thatpast in the countrybefore the and in the same way but in
intermarrying was quite commonadvent of the 8th centuriRathey different words in various other
1200 to 2000 years back among athe  Vedic  scriptures,  the major Hindu scriptures. It means
castes. According to Analabha Upanishads, the tenets enshrinedvery living being be treated like
Basu, assistant professor at NIBGn the epics and the sermons ohimself or herself. Our scriptures
and lead author of such a study i§Shrimad Bhagwat Gita, all instructdo not allow contempt towards any
reported to assert that the lyeevery individual to deal every living being.

Brahmins of southern Indian statdiving being with compassion, Shoodras : The Producer Class

Tamilnadu and Irula tribals of cohesiveness of divine fraternityof Valuable Goods

Nilgiri Hills have ancestral North One of the common and oft-

Indian genes, but in_ varying e e [nefem er Ny repga_lted_allegations on Hindu

degreesAccording to this study I T ais that th traditions is that the 'Shoodras' had
. : : . phy ass at the

the ancestries mingled in India 2 : 3 been treated contemptuously

. same divineAlmighty is . X .

until caste based endogamy . - alleging that 'shoodra’ word has

. . L pervading across all living )
(practice of marrying within the . L been derived from the word as
. beings, how an individual can . .

caste) was introduced about 160! be untouchable orsuperior or Kshudra' §2) meaning mean
years ago [wwvscidevnet/south- S P : people with menial occupations,
asia/genomics/news/ tracing-the: |'nfer|0r on the b§3|s E .h'S deprived of dignity It was not so
indian-genome.html]. Most of the birth, Why this evil SliECEE in the ancient pastThe nirukti
archeogenetic studies reveal the ShQUId_ have any plgce In our (etymology) of the word 'shoodra’
endogamy was not in vogue in 509'5“ life?All Bhartiya or the " grapminical  auxillaries  of
India in ancient pastThe time Indians the descendents of the  Ayary veda speaks that Shudras
varies form 1000-2000 years. Bui ancient Hindu polity Hindus 516 the producers of valuable
well within the era after the Shouldbehaveandactasa yoods by the sweat of their labour
Mahabharat period and lastec Seamless cohesive caste like The nirukti (etymology) reads as

beyond Gupta period. Endogamy _true brethren and sisten. under:

has begun only in the last 160C Besides, we should alseevive Shramasya sveden
yearsThus intermarriages inter se the decentralised poduction utpadan rat ev shoodrah
Brahmin, KshatriyaVaishya and of goods and services for I T I W T IR
Shoodra casters were prevaler inclusive growth, sustainable Meaning in Hindi:3% 99 &%
before 1600 yearghis rules out development and full We (THH) 9§ Joar g3l %
the prevalence of any birth base employment. ITEHA SAEHT | @ A1 Her
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il YR FRI TR prevalent till the invasn of the Our Past Riches wee from the
Meaning in English : Those Arabs and even beyond, till theEconomic Value Added by
who produce various valuable turn of the eighteenth centyry Shoodras
goods by the sweat of their when the European goods under India had been the richest
labour i.e. by their physical British rule flooded to erode thenation on the planet, with around
efforts are termed as shoodras  Shoodras, the productiveone third contribution in the world
Thus, shoodras had beerentrepreneurial-class of India,GDPtill the onset of the sixteenth
producer class to produce all kindengaged in the decent productiorentury It was from the economic
of products, which can fetch aof valuable goods. So, Bharatvalue added by Shoodras as the
price. This means that thewas a very rich nation tillall producer of all kinds of goods, to

shoodras  produced valuablegoods were producedbe traded at a price. India had the
products, to be traded at a pricéndigenously by various craft system of decentralised
with profit by theVaishya (0S';) guilds of shoodras. production of various goods of

who then used to pay tax to the Since, Brahmans werevalue, with widest participation of
king. In pursuance of this doctrine,supposed to study and teach, anthe Shoodras. So, India remained
the ‘Kamandak Neetisaar'to live on beggary with mendicanythe richest country of the world till
recommends thathile settingup who had lived an impoverishedthe turn of 18th Centuryhis has

a new township @R), the king life, without collecting any been testified byAngus Madison,
should ensue that itis inhabited personal wealthThe Kshatriyas the renowned British Economic
by a largernumber of Shoodras, also had to protect the society fronmhistorian in his book, entitled
who produce valuable poducts, unjust attrocities. Kshatriya meansWorld Economic History -A
and equally large number of ‘'Kshatat rakshati iti Kshatriya' millennium perspective",
Vaishyaswho indulge in trading  (&dq t&ifd sfd  &nfs™). Since, published by the OECD
and commerce of these goods, Shoodra Class used to produck@eadquarters at Brussels, capital of
produced by Shoodras and so goods to be traded at a price, haBelgium in Europe, wherein he
they pay higheramount of taxes access to abundant wealthhas stated that India had 33 percent
from such a higherlevel of Therefore, they had thecontribution in world GDPin 1
trade. This Neetisaar responsibility to extend hospitality AD, 30% in 1000AD, 25% in
emphatically states that number to state guests in Mahabharat erdl.500 AD and 22% in 170Q\D.

of Brahmins and Kshatriyas The relevant verses of MahabharaEurope, Russia, US, Latin
should be in rlatively lesser is quoted in the succeeding pagefAmerica, Japan and China had not
number, as they ae dependent Likewise, even the measuring tapdeen anywhere near India in their
upon the state exchequerfor of Shoodras was gold embedded icontribution to the world GDRill
their livelihood. This system of pauranik era. Citation is given inthe Shoodras had been the

producton and trade had beenlater section. productive  entrepreneurs  of
ancient MSME (Micro, small and
Table: 1 medium scale Industrial
The position of India in the world economy sinc&M till 18th century Enterprise) sector (sd@ble: 1)-_
GDP(PPP) in millions of dollars ~Source : World Economic
i History - a millennium perspective
Country/ Region 1 1000 1500 1600 1700 by Angus Maddison
Western Europe 14,433 10,925 44,183 65,602 81,213 Collaborative Reciprocity of
Eastern Europe 1,956 2,600 6,696, 9,289, 11,393 f .
r  Decentrali
Russia 1,560 2,840 8,458 11,426 16,196 g?oséiition ° ecentralised
USA . . 212 520 800 600 s27 In fact, the ancient Indian
Total LatinAmerica 2,240 4,560 7,288 3,763 6,346 system of production of all goods
Japan 1,200 3,188 7,700 9,620 15,390 was based upon highly advanced
China 26,820 26,550 61,800 96,000 82,800 wisdom and roduction
India 33,750 33,750 60,500 74,250 90,750 technol in diver ]EI) Ids with
World 105,402 120,379 248,445 331,562 371,428 o009y erse neldas

reciprocal interdependence of the
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the  scriptural descriptions,
etymology of terms in niruktas or
nirvachans and scriptural shlokag
on production technologies hav
been the basis of productio
processes and techniques bei
undertaken by the Shoodras i
consultation with Brahmans. Eve
the archeological excavations
being undertaken across the

production technologies. The |

archeological excavations
undertaken at Kodumanal in" =
Tamilnadu have revealed = »

production of Iron & steel, textiles, © = il
gems (processing) etc 2500 years™
back by such reciprocal which being the key to productionexporter of Zinc in the world till
dependence of the Brahmans anth the country in joint the medieval period. Basicallthe
Shoodras (Comprising Khanikscollaboration and ongoing ancient wisdom enshrined in
i.e. Miners & excavetors, association between Brahmansindian scriptures compiled by
Paridravaks i.e. metallgical Brahaminical scriptures andBrahmans was applied in
blasters & smelters, Luhars i.eShoodras. In this case theproduction technology by the
blacksmiths etc)The rust proof reciprocity of khaniks (miners) ShoodrasThereby in the ancient
Vitrified crucibles found there, dhatukarmis (metal smelters) andimes, the Shoodras, who used to
prove, India had masteredkanseras (metallgical product produce all kinds of goods were
vitrification process, 2000 yearsproducers) and  Bhrahmanghe richest community till 700 CE.
back. Likewise, the evidence hasspecially gramnerians is beingAnother example to elucidate,
come to surface about mining andaken hereThe niruktas give the how changing dynamics of
production of Zinc at Zawar in etymology of the term yashad i.e.occupations with time has led to
Udaipur district and Copper atZinc as "BmrahYash Pradayate iti ups and downs among the relative
Khetri in Neem KaThana (old Yashadah' q%: @9 ¥er=d 3fd  affluence of castes over a broad
Jhunjhunu District) of Rajasthan3®I<:). It means Zinc is one which span of timeThe example is of the
about 4000-5000 vyears backgives credit to the coppelhis Banjara Community
These production processes wereword-etymology of zinc is basedProsperity of Shoodras in the
result of collaborative cooperationon metallugical chemistry used in Ancient Past
between the Shoodras andhe production of Zinc in the  Coming back to the past life of
Brahmins. It was an integralancient times in 2000-3000 B.C.the Shoodras in ancient times
reciprocity of scriptural intellect of by the producers of zinc at ZawarShoodras must have been a very
Brhaminical  scriptures  and etc. Since Zinc melts at 8200C andich class by virtue of their
technology driven skills of oxidises at 91fC. To prevent engagement in producing various
shoodras. oxidation the khaniks and Metalgoods of high valueTherefore in

A representative example ofProducing Shoodras are said to bthe Mahabharat era, the shudras
collaborative knowledge sharingcovering the crucible by a Copperhad probably been so flakent
and employment for productionplate. Thus, this knowledge was people in the country to be given
would help the readers tocodified by Brahmans and appliedthe responsibility for extending
understand the reciprocity ofby Shoodras, which constituted ahospitality to the state guests.
Shoodras and Brahmins inmajor basis of India's riches, as In the Anushasan Parv of the
technology based productionindia was the only producer andMahabharat, one of the major role
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for Shudras has been stated tmantra reads as under: WW@EWWI
provide hospitality including It are heATUTHTERTRT gl FafssTs sRuT =nfis =7 1|
lodging and boarding to the stategyqz. |Wm (THERE A 3T H0L)
guestsThe Shloka reads as under:ﬂ_{aﬁW| Likewise, Atharva Veda also
Sashoodrah  sanshit  tapa . clearly directs all the people i.e.
jitendriyah. sushrodshutrithim il gart gfaomd a'ﬁiig human beings, indérent of their

tapah sanchinute mahat W <hTH: Wﬁﬁ castes or varnas to have equal

(Mahabhargt at Anushasanparv) el qsﬁ-c; 31.26 932 access to water and food together
wIla: J ! i?‘:lﬁ'i‘atr: | Yathemam vacham ka|yanimthl’OUgh its shlok 3.30.06
[fre au: Wiedd Wed || adadami Janebhya; Samani prapa saha
(FRTYRA- 3T 19) Brhma rajanyabhyam Sudrayavoannabhagha samane yoktre saha
To corroborate this fact of chaAryaya ch Svya-charanaya havo yunajmi
hyper afluence of Shudras aspriyo devanam ... &juraved Ch. Samyachognim saparyataara
MSME entrepreneurs in that era2e (2)) naabhimivabhitah ...Atharvved

most of theVaastu Granth and It means that "Just as | am3.30.06

several Puranas state that in thgpeaking these blessed words of It means: Let the source and
ancient past the measuring tape fofedas to you people (rishis), youplace of your drinking water be the
construction of housing unit of should teach these to all the megame, let your food be taken
Shudras was embedded wittand women, the Brahminas,together let your yoke to be the

golden fabric. A shloka from Kshtriyas, Vishayas. Shudras, Same united like spokes of the cart
Vishwakarma Prakash reads agribes and all others irrespective ofvheels and you all People worship

under: they being our own people orof god as a symbol of knowledge.

Brahmanasya sutra darbhajam  aliens." The words 'Shoodra’ and  SHTHT WUT WEETSHTT:

maanjanta ta kshtiriyasya. ‘Aranyay’ i.e. forest dwellers are  FHT Rt WAl FAf |

karpasiam cha bhavedvaishyam there. = que

svarnirmitam shoodraya sootram.  NondiscriminatoryAccess to ~ ART ATHIHaRTIA: 11

(Vishwakarma Prakash) sources of water and Food fait 21 : 3.30.06

FTRIUTE 93 g4, In the ancient past, all Hindus renef : IR ST Wel T 2,
e X,EWI had access to places of water andl™ Ts IS “ff W1e-|1e &1, Teh &1
HUTE o HIgH, food, without any discrimination. ST ¥ q9 Yoo S gT & 159
Uit IEe g 1| This ancient practice of non-Tfed % 3R MY (F5) H =N 3R

(faverrmt geer)  discrimination and uniform accesss gt ¥, 99 € q0 9 WS
It means that the houseto all as enshrined in the vedicfert I &9 9% i gl Hll |

measuring tape or the lining andhymns must have perpetuated till  |ikewise all persons should
sizing thread of Brahmins was ofthe early medieval period, as isreat each other as brothers and
Kusha or Darbh category grass, fogvident from the Ramcharit Manassisters.
Kshatriya it was made of Munj Of Tulsidasji authored in 1574 CE  wr yrar yrawy fgam
category grass. Fdaishya it used i-€. Vikram Samvat 1631Thus, T W6 qd W@
to be a cotton thread and foreven 442 years back when TS Faar YT
Shudra it was a gold embedded of UlSidasji composed Ramcharit g ggq warm)
golden thread in that era. Manas, he had stated that Rajghaat 3 phrata  bhrataram
Sudy of Vedas was well on the Sarayu river ofyodhya dwikshan ma swasara muta

Accessible to Shoodras and V&S equally access!bleforwatert%wasa_
Tribes - all the fourVarnas i.e. all castes.

There is lot of misgivings This Choupai reads as under:

Raajghat bandheu param
about the access ofedas to manohrﬁ Tanha nirrlnaa"iu
Shudras, which is not trudhe . I

. o varan chaariu nar.
Yajurveda in its chapter 26 mantra :
o (Ramcharit Manas  Uttar
2 clearly states that Rishis to teacfkaan d)

Veda to all the fouWarnas.The
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Samyanchah savrata bhutva
vacham vadata bhadraya.

Let not a brother hate a
brother, nor a sisterhate a sister;

unanimous, united in aims,
speak your words  with
friendliness.




Thus our tradition, before theBut now with the advent of back of herds of bullocksvery
foreign invasions, which beganmodern technology in making Ironvast sized lakes, probably made by
from 8th century had been of implements, they are gettingthem for their herds of bullocks
egalitarian and benevolentmaminalised. Let us now take the(for drinking water) are found all
equanimity and parity to all. In this example of 'Banjaras’. over from South Easfsia to
regard the most common Mantra The term Banjara has evolvedEurope. For instance, the lake
from Upnishad reads for bliss forfrom Sanskrit word Vanijyara Pichhoh of Udaipur Lake
all, healthy life to all and (') meaning the “one Banjari ofAjmer and so onTheir
emancipation from all sorrows. Itdealing in Commerce" i.e. thoserole and ancient #tience is well
reads as under: dealing in cross boarder trade andepicted in several folk tales and

Sarveutra sukhinah santu sarvactivities associated with trade.folk dances. For instance, the
santu niramayah. sarve bhadrarBanjaras had been the mostGauri' or 'Gawari' an annual

Pashyantu ma kashchidaffluent class in past, whosespiritual dance-drama or ballet of
dakhbhagbhavet hundies had been quite popularthe Bhil tribe played for fortnight
wasT gfE: Till the advent of Europeanand across the 15 days based on
‘Hﬁﬁ‘ﬂ@ﬁ'ﬂw | traders, Banjaras had been verhistoric  evolution  portrays
LRI active to undertake the trade on thBanjara as the richest category
T Hiveg §@URHET | back of the herds of vast number obove the king and nagarseth.

It means "May every being bebullocks. They were hyperactive They were the mobile cross
happy on the earth May everyeven before the advent éfrab boarder traders known for trading
being be free from all the diseasefraders. On account of their prefrom South - EastAsia to Iran
and deprivations, May every beingdominance in understanding crosend beyond, even up to Europe
should give a benign response ttoarder trade and commerce wittand (may be even up fanerica)
every other being. May there not bevast herds of bullocks and shipghrough their herds of vast
any trace of sorrow anywhere andvith up to 100 oars (called number of bullocks and lge
let the bliss prevail everywhere. 'Shataritra in Rigved) from far eastboats.Today with the advent of

Example of Rise and Decline to far west, they had spread acrossew era trade and commerce to
of Castes : The Banjara the globe in pastThe Rigved which probably they could not
Community mentions for cross boarder tradedapt, they are now listed in the

With the change in time, howthrough Shataritra ('Shat' meangategory of Scheduled castes,
the modus operandi of any crafthundred andritra means Oars in tribes and other backward castes
trade, commerce or businesSanskrit language)Their trade in different states. No one knows,
changes and how it brings changéeing based, predominantly on thehey could be part of the véiga
in the wealth and well being of any,
group or communitycan be best
understood from the rise and
decline of economic status of the
Banjara community in India.
Even, the 'Roma People' sprea
across the globe who have alsc
probably descended from the,_
mobile commerce of Banjara
community of India have sigred.
It can well explain the economic
rise and decline of people engage
in any craft or business. Even thg
Gadia Luhars  (Blacksmiths
moving on the carts i.e. bullock
carts) of Rajasthan too had bee
quite afluent 5-6 decades earlier
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community undertaking the tradetraders. Broad groups of all suctsingers and oral histories which
and commerce since timepeople, settled across the globe ar@re replete with Indian legendary

immemorial. collectively classified as "Roma" tales.
Romas: The Descendants of the or "Roma Gypsy'Throughoutthe Need to Restoe Ancient
Banjara styled Trading Class Europe and the US, the RomanEquanimity or and

It would not be out of place to people comprise ethnic groupsDecentralised Poduction
mention that the 1L million (1.1 who are spread out all over the Now, to restore the same
crore) Roma, Romani or the Romaworld, having common ties andequanimity samarasatad@dd)
Gypsies (i.e. travelers) may be irtraits. These groups of Roma areand divinity of every soul, as
all possibility the descendents ofreferred to as Romanichals inpreached by our ancient scriptures,
these ancient globe trottersEngland, Beyash in Croatia, thethere sould be perfect equality in
travelling to wundertake crossKale of Wales and Finland, our behaviour towards each other
boarder trade and commerce i.eRomanlarinfurkey and Domariin as true brethren and sistren. India is
mobile-commerce. In the later agethe Palestine and Egypts perthe home to one sixth of global
they might have settled, whereveiage-old convention, necessitatethumanity and an ancient nation,
they were engaged in trade beforby the nature of their occupation,and rather with eveperpetuating
the new mode of internationalthe Romanis were continuously omation-hood since time
commerce took over the move to cross border tradéemmemorial, where every living

Common Gene Pod Recent conduct with a nomadic lifestyle being is seen as the divine
Study published in 2010 has alscand a highly insular culture. manifestation of th&lmighty. The
drawn a conclusion that RomaniBecause of their outsider statugaste stratification and
populations i.e. Romas have a higlacross the globe at most of thaliscrimination as a transient evil
frequency of a particularY places and migratory nature forshould have no place, when we
chromosome and mitochondrialcross-boarder trade across thbave done away with the
DNA that are only found in globe, few used to attend schoolntouchability In light of this now
populations from SoutAsia. So it and consequently in the later ag¢here should be no caste
may now be well accepted that thditeracy was not widespreaddiscrimination in any form and all
Roma people must have migratedmong them. Much of what isBhartiya citizens should behave
to Europe from North India aboutknown about their culture haswith each other with total
1,500 years ago as travellingcome through stories told byegalitarian equanimity and patrity
to build a strong and Samras
Bharat, based upon casteless and a
cohesive cooperationWhen the
Indian or Hindu Philosophy asserts
that the same divinAlmighty is
pervading across all living beings,
how an individual can be
untouchable or superior or inferior
on the basis of his birthWhy this
evil practice should have any place
in our social life?All Bhartiya or
the Indians the descendents of the
ancient Hindu polity Hindus should
behave and act as a seamless
cohesive caste like true brethren
and sistren. Besides, we should also
revive the decentralised production
of goods and services for inclusive
growth, sustainable development
and full employmentd
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developed bears the essence afation fro_m _the viewpoint of
Western culture and the termeconomic indicators. But the term
Associate Professor popularized in th&\Vest since the ‘unnat’ is used by Indian culture
Szzmg%gs;s g:r';'if?'of Industrial Revoluttion.The term not only to measure something
Burdwan, Vst Bengal ~ bearing a colonial legacy andfrom the viewpoint of the
economic parameter is the coreconomy; Indian culture and
rticle 1(1) of the Constitution theme of it. On the other hand theradition are given due importance
Aof India mentions that India, term ‘unnat’ is an Indigenous to other indicators along with the
that is Bharat, shall be a Union ofconcept diferent from théVestern economyTraditionally India, that
States. The term ‘Bharat is concept of developmenthe term is Bharat gives due importance to
derived from the name of the kingdevelopment is used &fently in  tolerance, resilience, customs,
Bharata, the son of Dushyanta anéliverse contexts. Simply the termtraditional laws, spiritual spirits,
ShakuntalaThe present Bharat is development means unfolding,indigenous practices, and
known as ‘Bharatvarsain the revealing something; which isharmony The Indian concept
Mahabharata periodThe term latent. Generally the term ‘unnat means, it makes an
‘Bharat’signifies because it comesdevelopment implies a desirablendividual a complete human
from the name of the then kingchange. However Western being for the demands of society
Bharata and ‘srsa’ means a Scholars used the term from thelhe Indian concept ‘unnaims to
division of the continenfThe term Viewpoint of economic make a spiritually liberated human
‘unnat ‘is synonymous with the parameters. They wanted to being based on the Indian richest
English term Developed.The measure the development of &ulture and Philosophy; those
terms developed or ‘unnatiave region, the development of awho are not only ready for their
their inner meaning.The term community development of a nation; they are ready for the
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whole world. Bharat tgeted that economic and social developmentself-dependengy
she will reach the peak of ‘Unnati’ According to

manifestation  of  perfection
already in man’.According to
RabindranatfTagore, ‘knowledge
is liberation. The spiritually
liberated man is the aim of Indian
education’. According to Shri
Aurobindo, ‘the great purpose of
education is to help the soul to
come forward, to assert its mastery
over its instruments, gain
experience and grqw and
eventually manifest the powers it
has to outline in life’ (Sri
Aurobindo Ashram Trust). All
Nobel thinkers from ancient times
to contemporary have given
importance to character building,
harmony

Swami tolerance, resilience, and spiritual

(development) by 2047. For theVivekananda, ‘education is theliberation through education along

fulfillment of the aims, the
government of India introduced a
National Education Policy in 2020
seeking to reach the goal within
the stipulated timeframe.
National Education Policy 2020
Education is a basic human
right.  Education turns an
individual into a good citizen;
which means education trains
individuals  for  harmonious
relationships with the other
members of the community and
society Education also allows an
individual to build a strong and
healthy body; which helps him or
her in building up his or her
character and attaining self-
reliance; making the capability of
individual to act properly with
others and overall environment. In
short, education transforms humai

beings from ignorance to
enlightenment, from
underdevelopment to faster

If the policy is
implemented properly
across the county
desirable change may
come; which leads the
nation to ‘Unnat Bharat’
(developed India). Under
the combination of
indigenous knowledge of
India along with present
supertechnological
innovation Ar tificial
Intelligence (Al) may
make the present Bharat
an ‘Unnat Bharat’
(developed India) and will
be able to make herself a
super powerhouse of
trained quality human
resouices as peglobal
demand of 28t century;
which may lead Bharat to
‘Viswa Guru’.

with the modern need to use
technologies  for  increasing
employability For the fulfillment
of the aims, a National Education
Policy is started to implement in
2020 with new visions along with
previous.

The draft of education policy
was drafted by the Kasturirangan
Committee; which was set up in
2017.The committee drafted the
policy giving due importance to
the foundational pillars of
education like access, equity
quality, affordability, and
accountability National
Education Policy 2020 come into
force aims to address the many
growing developmental issues for
the demand of the 21st century
The policy aims to achieve SDG4
by 2030 and make India an
‘Unnat’ Bharat’ by 2047. For
fulfillment of the dream, the policy
framed a few valuable principles
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that education develops the
cognitive capacities of the learners
in every stage along with social,e
ethical, and emotional capacities
including cultural awareness ande
empathy teamwork and
leadership, service and sacrifice,
courtesy and sensitivityoraland
written communication, integrity
and work ethic.

How National Education e
Policy 2020 Owing to ‘Unnat
Bharat’

The vision of the National e
Education Policy 2020 is to build
up an education system based on
the Indian pirit that contributes e
directly to transforming India,
that is Bharat, sustainably into
an equitable and vibrant
knowledge societyby providing e
high-quality education to all,
thereby making India a global
knowledge superpower e
(Ministry of Human Resource
Development). For fulfillment e
of the vision of tle act, the act
gives priority to
e The holistic development of e

the learners for building

unigue capabilities in the
1

-
'
!
.

E_q |y oy —

overall of e

development;

sphere The policy focuses on the local

context to respect the spirit of

There is a choice of freedom of ~ federalism;
learners in the policy; e The policy is inclusive and
There is no hard separation equitable;

Teachers and faculties are the
core pillars of education;

between sciences and artse
between curricular and extra-

curricular activities, between e The  policy says the
vocational and academic importance of research.
streams; Under these principles, the
Emphasis is given on present Education Policy 2020 is
conceptual understandingdifferent from previous
rather than rote learning; education policies since
Stresses  given on theindependence. There are

multidisciplinary nature of provisions in the policy to make
education; a bridge between Indian
Emphasis is given on critical indigenous  knowledge  with
thinking to encourage logical super modernisnT.he policy can
decision-making and make a bridge between Indian
innovation; indigenous ethos and
The policy has emphasizedcontemporary modern demands
ethics, human values, andofthe societyHoweverthere is a
constitutional values; need to give priority importance to
Life skill education is one of the implementation of the policy
the important aims of NEP;  with proper infrastructure and
There is scope for extensivefinancial support from the side of
use of technology in government and other
education; philanthropic agencies. If the
The policy has provision to usepolicy is implemented properly
theAurtificial Intelligence (Al) across the country desirable
in education; change may come; which leads the

nation to ‘Unnat Bharat’
(developed India). Under the
combination  of  indigenous

knowledge of India along with
present  super technological
innovation Artificial Intelligence
(Al) may make the present Bharat
an ‘Unnat Bharat' (developed
India) and will be able to make
herself a super powerhouse of
trained quality human resources as
per global demand of §ﬁcentury;
which may lead Bharat to i$a
Guru’. Q4
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Harmonizing Education and Development :
NEP 2020 and UBAs Vision for Rural India

_ initiatives  collectively embody where every individual has the
Prof. Prakash ChandraAgarwal ., . . . . .
India’s commitment to inclusive opportunity to thrive and

Regional mtiueof  Orowth and  sustainablecontribute  to  the  natios’

Education, Bhubaneswar  development. NEP 2020s advancement.
emphasis on holistic educationandNEP ~ 2020:  Transforming
skill development complementsEducation  for  Sustainable
ndia, with her diverse UBA's goal of addressing theDevelopment
population and vast potential,socio-economic challenges faced 1. Holistic Development :
stands on the cusp ofbyrural communities. By bridging NEP2020 emphasizes the holistic
transformation. The National the gap between urban and rurallevelopment of learners,
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 andareas, these initiatives aim torecognizing the importance of
the Unnat BharaAbhiyan (UBA) create a more equitable anctognitive, social, emotional, and

represent pivotal steps in thisprosperous society Through physical development. It
journey towards progress. NEPcollaborative dbrts between advocates for an education system
2020, unveiled after a gap of overducational institutions, that goes beyond academic

three  decades, seeks t@overnment agencies, and locaéxcellence toinclude all curricular
revolutionize  the  education communities, NER020 and UBA activities, vocational skills, and
system, aligning it with the needspave the way for a transformativevalues-based education.This
of the 21st centuryOn the other journey towards a progressiveholistic approach aims to nurture
hand, UBAaims to foster rural India. This synegy between well-rounded individuals capable
development by leveraging theeducation reform and ruralof navigating the complexities of
knowledge and resources ofdevelopment underscores India’ modern society

academic institutions. The determination to build a future 2. Flexibility : NEP 2020
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intr flexibl rriculum . itizens.
troduces a flexible curriculu The combination of NEP citizens

framework that allows students to UBA : Empowering Rural
choose from a wide range of 2020and UBAhashuge  communities through
subjects and pathways based o  Potential to speed up Knowledge  Sharing  and
their interests, aptitudes, anc  positive and peaceful Participator y Development
career aspirations. It promotes development in India’s Unnat BharatAbhiyan (UBA)
multidisciplinary learning,  ryral ar eas. By matching stands as a crucial initiative, born

enabling students to explore changes in education with from a profound understanding of
diverse fields and develop a broac the disparity between academic
understanding of the world. knowledge and rural development
3. Inclusivity : NEP 2020 ot needs, deeply rooted in the
emphasizes  inclusivity ~and COMMUNILIES, encourage  principles  championed by
equitable access to quality New ideas, and suppdr Mahatma Gandhi — self-reliance
education for all learners, growth that includes and community empowerment. It
regardless of their socio-economic everyone.As India works serves as a bridge, connecting the
background, gendeethnicity or towards lasting progress, ~ Vast reserves of expertise within
disability. It seeks to address NEP 2020 and UBAshine as educational institutions with the

dir ect actions in villages,
can give powerto rural

disparities in educational . . pressing challenges confronting
- guides, showing a path »

outcomes by providing support ) rural communities.

mechanisms, scholarships, ani Where education sparks At its core, UBAis guided by

other interventions to good things in evey corner 3 profound ethos : the

mamginalized communities. of the country. empowerment of rural
4. Promotion of communities through a

Multilingualism @ NEP 2020 and promoting entrepreneurship. collaborative €brt that respects

recognizes the importance of 6. Emphasis on Experiential local wisdom and integrates
multilingualism in a diverse Learning : NEP 2020 promotes modern advancements. Drawing
country like India. It advocates forexperiential learning approachesnspiration  from  Mahatma
the promotion of mother tongue orsuch as project-based learningGandhis vision, UBAenvisions a
regional language as the mediuninternships, and apprenticeships téandscape where villages are self-
of instruction until at least Gradeprovide students with real-world sufficient and resilient, capable of
5 but preferably grade 8 andexposure and hands-onaddressing their own needs
beyond, while also encouragingexperienceThis pedagogical shift through sustainable practices and
the study of other languagesaims to foster creativifycritical empowered decision-making.
including classical languages andhinking, problem-solving skills, ~ The essence of UBKes in its
foreign languagesThis approach and innovation among learners. approach — one that s
aims to preserve linguistic 7. Environmental Consci- participatory inclusive, and
diversity and promote cultural ousness and Sustainable mindful of local context. Rather

understanding. Development : NEP 2020 than imposing solutions from

5. Integration of Vocational underscoes the importance of above, UBA mobilizes the
Education : NEP 2020 environmental consciousnessollective knowledge and
emphasizes the integration ofand sustainability in education. Itresources of educational
vocational education into advocates for the integration ofinstitutions, local stakeholders,
mainstream schooling from anenvironmental education, and governmental bodies to co-

early age. It seeks to equipclimate change studies, andcreate interventions tailored to the
students with practical skills andsustainable development goalspecific challenges faced by rural
competencies relevant to theacross the curriculum to raisecommunities. This approach
rapidly evolving job market, awareness and empower studentnsures that solutions are not only
thereby enhancing employabilityto become responsible globaleffective but also sustainable, as
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they are rooted in the realities angbractices, and co-design solutiongrowth, holds the promise of
aspirations of the people they seekhat  transcend disciplinary creating deep connections that go

to serve. boundaries and bureaucratic silosbeyond typical boundaries.
Eco-friendly technologies In essence, UBAmbodies the At the heart of this

serve as the cornerstone of UBA spirit of convegence - of collaboration lies the unity of

interventions, reflecting a knowledge, resources, andeducational goals with the hopes

commitment to environmental stakeholders — towards a sharednd struggles of rural areas. NEP
stewardship and  long-termvision of sustainable rural 20205 focus on complete growth,
sustainability By harnessing the development. It is a testament taccessible education, and learning
power of innovation and scientific the power of collaboration andthrough experience fits perfectly
advancements, UBZendeavours community-driven change, with UBA's belief in involving
to address pressing issues such asminding us that the path tocommunities and staying true to
access to clean waterenewable progress lies not in isolation but intheir needs. By basing educational
enegy, and eficient agricultural solidarity As UBA continues to efforts on the  everyday
practices. Through the expand its reach and impact, itexperiences of rural living, this
deployment of these technologiesholds the promise of a futurejoint effort ensures that learning
rural communities are empoweredvhere every village is empoweredconnects with students, helping
to improve their quality of life to realize its full potential, guided them understand their
while minimizing their ecological by the principles of self-reliance, surroundings better and develop
footprint. equity, and sustainability empathy critical thinking, and

However UBA is more than Synergies between NEP2020 problem-solving abilities.
just a vehicle for technologicaland UBA: Towards Holistic Moreover NEP 20205
innovation — it is a platform for Rural Empowerment emphasis on vocational education
knowledge sharing, capacity The blending of the Nationaland skill development finds
building, and collective action. By Education Policy 2020 (NEP resonance in UBA commitment
fostering collaborations between2020) with Unnat Bharatbhiyan to empowering rural youth with
academia, government, andUBA) marks a significant practical = competencies and
grassroots @anizations, UBA moment, ready to bring togetheremployability skills. By
creates opportunities for mutualeducational changes with actionsntegrating vocational training
learning and growth.Through directly in villages, all to empower into the curriculum and promoting
workshops, seminars, and fieldrural areas fully This combined hands-on learning experiences,
visits, stakeholders come togetheeffort, rooted in a sharedstudents are not only equipped
to exchange ideas, share begtedication to community-focusedwith market-relevant skills but
also inspired to contribute
meaningfully to local
development initiatives. This
symbiotic relationship between
education and rural empowerment
cultivates a cadre of socially
conscious, skilled professionals
who are proficient at addressing
the multifaceted challenges facing
rural communities.

Furthermore, the collaborative
nature of NEP 2020-UBA
integration fosters the co-creation
of knowledge, solutions, and
opportunities. Educational

m Aferes FHerer (RA5) 1 JeTE 2024



institutions, government agenciesenvironmental surroundings. rural youth empowers them to
NGOs, and local communitiesLeveraging Technology and leverage technology as a tool for
convege to exchange ideas, sharénnovation for Rural Development socio-economic ~ empowerment.
best practices, and co-design Technology serves as aBy providing training in digital
interventions that address thepowerful enabler in transformingskills, financial literacy and
uniqgue needs and aspirations ofural landscapes, fefring scalable business management, NEB20
rural India. By establishing a senseand sustainable solutions toand UBAequip young people with
of empowerment and ownershipcomplex challengesthrough the the knowledge and resources to
among stakeholders, thisintegration of digital platforms and innovate, create employment
participatory approach not onlyinnovative applications, NEB20 opportunities, and drive local
guarantees the relevance andnd UBAcan facilitate access toeconomic growth, thereby
efficacy of initiatives but also essential services such agostering a culture of innovation
serves as a catalyst for sustainedelemedicine, e-learning, andand entrepreneurship in rural
community-driven development. agricultural extension services,communities.

The synegy between UBAnd bridging the gap between ruralEmpowering Local Communities
NEP 2020 essentially signifies acommunities and critical and Fostering Inclusive
fundamental change inresources.  Renewable eger Governance
development and educationsolutions, such as solar power and At the heart of NER020 and
frameworks, where education actdiogas, hold immense potential inUBA is the empowerment of local
as a catalyst for comprehensiveaddressing engy poverty and communities and the promotion of
rural empowermentThrough the promoting environmental inclusive governance structures.
utilization of educatiors sustainability in rural areas. ByBy decentralizing  decision-
transformative power that harnessing these clean eagner making processes and promoting
promotes empathy skills, and sources, NER020 and UBAcan community participation, this
agency in students, as well as thenitigate reliance on fossil fuels,integrated approach can ensure
pooling of resources and collectivereduce carbon emissions, andhat development initiatives are
wisdom from a wide range ofenhance engy access for contextually relevant and
stakeholders, this integratedunderserved populations, therebwgustainable. Furthermore, by
approach sets the stage for a futurstering inclusive and resilientnurturing leadership skills and

in which every rural community is rural economies. civic engagement among students,
enabled to reach its maximum Furthermore, the cultivation of NEP 2020 and UBAcan cultivate
potential while living in harmony digital literacy and anew generation of changemakers
with its cultural, social, and entrepreneurship skills amongcommitted to advancing the
= B T ; R T T Y T common good.

5 VT L TR The combination of NER020

r € ' and UBA has huge potential to

speed up positive and peaceful
development in India’rural areas.
By matching changes in education
with direct actions in villages, can
give power to rural communities,
encourage new ideas, and support
growth that includes everyongs
India works towards lasting
progress, NER020 and UBAshine

as guides, showing a path where
education sparkgood things in
every corner of the countrid
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The New and Emerging Bharat

| AR ucd because ofthe reason that our Natiooases, with the withering away of
Retd is slowly becoming formidable and economic sub-structure as a strong

MSU, Vadodara more meaningful. one, the real strength of the nation
Now, what shall constitute the also shall automatically wither
strength of any nation? Prima facieaway which shall be an unfortunate
people shall be tending to think in
the Marxist perspectives at once Bharat does not have vested
I n the past ten years of timethat economic strength of nation interests, ouronly interests

Bharat had been experiencingoecomes the sub-structure, wher are vested in ouNation as

such changes as are indeed aconomic strength as the sub Pujaniya Guruji taught us —
dream come true phenomende  structure determines all other super Rashtraya Swaha...With the
all had been looking at these andstructures; and Bharat is moving hatural strength of Bharat
experiencing them as well,and knewtowards becoming the third richest from l_nherent unity, the
very well how things were working. Nation in the entire worldThis is economic and othestrength
With this ten years of experience agctually very true, once one is &S ey fie s_pontam_eously

. ' follow. Bharat is a Nation that

our_hapd, we shall know .that theeco_n_omlcally strong, one gets ¢ neverattacked anyone other
Natlop is constant!y becoming new _posmon_ and_ has aright to oseay  han through defending,in the
evolving and emejing. in any situations. Many people are o history of our Nation. Bharat
The real strength of a Nation the opinion that once the Nation is peverinterferes in matters of

We see our Nation enging as a economically strong, all other things other nations, neverposes any
very strong and powerful one andshall automatically follow as a kind of thr eat to anyone and
had been finding how ddrent the natural phenomenon, which also ha in time, the world shall trust
attitude of other nations was shiftingits point. $ill, one may venture to Bharat and shall start
focuses in our favorThe world think, is economic sub-structure listening to Bharat, which
started not only hearing us, but alsq¢given Marxist structuralism) the  shall indeed go a long way
listening to us.This, precisely is real strength of any nation? In suct Making Bharat Viswaguru.
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situation. Nonetheless, we didRgVeda, where the last Sukta of thenothing new for Bharat as a
witness such happening in the worldenth Mandala which is also the lasphenomenon, this simply shall be
in many forms also. Hence, the reaMandala explicitly instructs this. natural and has to beThe real
strength of any nation ought not to(one can look up for the last Sukta ostrength of Bharat is her unity and
be simple economic strength, buthe last Mandala of the Rgeda for the real unity of Bharat is made
something else. better explanations). It simply sayspossible for Bharat through the
Strength of Bharat that once you stand united, you shalSanskriti of Bharat which is nothing
Bharat the Nation has a way ofsimply be strong and shall onlybut an outward manifestation of
being unique in many aspecithe move from strength to strength.  Bharatiya knowledge tradition,
unity of Bharat also is diérent from The real strength of any nation which is again is theedopanishadic
the common perceptions of unity per  Such strength as the Réeda knowledge tradition.
say Bharat is a Nation which is envisages becomes the real strengtimerging new Bharat
united through a Sanskriti, a Sanskritthat shall be everlasting. One may Automatically the emaeging
that is an outward manifestation of ehave many setbacks given changesew Bharat has to be a Dharmic
knowledge tradition, which is the intime and situations, butin the longBharat. There shall only be
Vedopanishadic knowledge tradition.run, the strength of such nation shaltonflicts between Dharma and
For Bharat, the entire humanever remain formidable. Adharma.This indeed, shall go on
existence is between just two points, Bharat herself is the best— especially by looking at the kinds
that is, everything belongs to theexample to thisThere were times of blatant lies the opposition keep
Vedas and everything is aimed atwhen Bharat was the richest, havingreating, one is tending to feel so.
Moksha. Everything is essentiallyknowledge in every aspects ofThere are lies spread upon castes,
rooted in theVedas and the endhuman knowing and théiswaguru. there are lies spread to threaten
desideratum of everything is Then there took place invasions and¢astes, and most unfortunately
MokshaWhatever one does and oneBharat went to poverty with thethere are even several lies spread
is, is finally aimed at Moksha andBritish colonial times.After the regarding our armed forces. One
whatever one is, is originating fromBritish, the British agents ruled ushas to keep observing these and

theVedas. for all these years and nowith keep fighting them.
It is also the same case with thesuch changes, Bharat again is At the same time, the Nation
strength of the Nation Bharathe becomingViswaguru. Bharat shall be making

strength of Bharat comes from the Preciselythis exactly is what the unprecedented progress and indeed,
unity of Bharat. We find this new and emging Bharat is in time, Bharat shall also see other
expression in nowhere other than thbecomingAs a matter of fact, this is nations trusting Bharat. Bharat does
- : T not have vested interests, our only
interests are vested in our Nation as
Pujaniya Guruji taught us — Rashtraya
Swaha.. With the natural strength of
Bharat from inherent unity the
economic and other strehgire only
: to spontaneously follow
= | A Bharat is a Nation that never
@ silntlial L Rs s attacked anyone other than through
s 4" ey - W 1 defending,in the history of our
o 7 iadh Nation. Bharat never interferes in
matters of other nations, never poses
any kind of threat to anyone and in
time, the world shall trust Bharat and
shall start listening to Bharat, which
shall indeed go a long way making
BharatViswaguru.Qd
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