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The Great Source of Inspiration :
Punyashlok DeviAhilyabai Holkar

QO Dr. Smita Raosaheb Deshmukh

Ahilya Bai was not unawat of the fact that heridentity as a woman and
a widow deemed heunfit for certain administrative and political tasks,
given the times social and cultural context. DevAhilya, who helped
preserve and encourage India spiritual integrity and displayed
administrative  ingenuity  and :
political impar tiality . Breaking the
shackles of patriachy, she took
over the role of monarch after her
husband’s death. Her exceptional
leadership skills wee evident in the
30 years of peace and financial
stability that her kingdom
experienced underher reign.
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The Great Source of Inspiration :
Punyashlok DeviAhilyabal Holkar

J history, the brave daughters wholndore University ~ was
Principal contributed towards building therechristened as DeviAhilya

MV Deshmukh Indiga'we. see todayhe historica! Vishwavidyfalaya in hgr honaur
Mahavidyalaya, glorification of men and their Her enduring reputation as a
Amravati, Maharashtra deeds hides the stories of countlessaintly figure in Malwa and
women who served their nation.Maharashtra, transcending her
Ahilyabai Holkar often hailed as role as a warrior queen, is
hilya Baij Holkars the great leader and Queen oévidenced by the timeless
contributions to her kingdom Malwa, was frequently comparedtestimonies of her benevolence.
and the nation were multifacetecto historical luminaries such asShe was also revered as a Karma
and profound. Her visionary Margaret | of Denmark, ElizabethYogi and a RajaYogi. Her
leadership, administrative | of England, and Catherine Il of devoutness, profound concern for
acumen, and dedication to publidRussia. In recognition of herher people, administrative
welfare left an indelible mark on valour and greatness, the Republiacumen, and the monuments she
Indian history making her one of of India issued a commemorativeerected across the country will be
the most revered rulers of her timestamp onAugust 25, 1996That remembered with gratitude for
Philosopher queermAhilya Bai Same yeathe Indore Governmentgenerations to  come. Her
Holkara great administrator andinstituted an annual award in herconnection to nature, which
visionary with a spiritual name, to honour exceptionalseemed boundless, concluded with
inclination. When we talk about public figures. The Indore her, leaving an imprint on future
womens empowerment, we oftendomestic airport was renamedulers and governancéhe extent
overlook figures from our own Ahilyabai Holkar Airport, and to which this legacy is upheld
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remains a subject for  Ahilya Bai invested heavily in of Kumbher in 1754, leaving her a

introspection. building and maintaining widow at only 29WhenAhilyabai
The most visionay female infrastucture. She constructedwas about to commit Sati, her
rulers of India roads, bridges, wells, tanks, andatherin-law Malhar Rao refused

Devi Ahilyabai Holkar one of rest houses, which facilitatedto let it happen. He had been her
the most visionary female rulers oftrade, improved connectivity strongest pillar of support at the
India, who emeaged as a beacon ofand enhanced the quality of lifetime. But a young\hilyabai could
enlightened governance, culturafor her subjects. Her see her kingdom fall like a pack of
renaissance.A country which contributions in this areacards after her fatheén-law
witnessed many queens of valouextended beyond her kingdom tgpassed away in 1766, only 12
but the legacy of Dev\hilyabai various parts ondia. years after the death of his son
Holkar stands nonparallil for her  Under her rule, the Malwa KhanderaoThe old rulers death
remarkable reign of 30 yearsyregion saw significant economicled to his grandson addilyabai’s
leaving an impeccable impressiorgrowth. She promoted agricultureonly son Male Rao Holkar
and inspiration for eternityGreat by improving irrigation systems, ascending the throne under her
administrator ~ with  spiritual supporting farmers, and regencyThe last straw came when
inclination of Devi, her enduring encouraging the cultivation of the young monarch Male Rao too
impact on Indian society andnew crops. Her policies alsodied, afew months into hisrule, on
embodied principles continue toboosted trade and industry5 April 1767, thus creating a

resonate with us, till today leading to economic stability andvacuum in the power structure of
“In latter days flom Brahma came, prosperiy. the kingdom.Ahilya Bai's rule
To rule our land, a noble dame, Brief intr oduction to Family life  serves as an example of inclusive
Kind was her hedrand Ahilyabai was born on 31 May policymaking. She worked to
bright her fame, 1725 in the village of Chaundi, in develop her state and uplift her

Ahilya was her honoed name,” the present-day Ahmednagar subjects on various levels. Her
The poet Joanna Baillie writesdistrict in Maharashtra. Her father legacy is not only remembered for
in 1849 in honour of one of the Mankoji Rao Shinde, was the Patilher administrative acumen but also
greatest visionary female rulers off the village. Despite women' for paving the way for future
Malwa, a great pioneer and buildereducation being a far cry in thegenerations of the Holkar dynasty
of Hindu Temples, widely known village, her father homeschooledtowards efective governance that
for her wisdom, courage, andhertoread and writ§VhileAhilya transcends gender norni® bind
administrative skills. Her notable did not come from a royal lineage,her legacy only to her contribution
contribution, landmark decisionsmost believe her entry into historyto temple renovation would also be
during her reign, the capital turneda twist of fate. It dates back tounjust. In assessing her impact, it
into an oasis of literarymusical, when the acclaimed Lord of theis impossible to overlook her
artistic and industrial pursuits andMalwa territory Malhar Rao overall governance, which helped
enjoyed peace, prosperity andHolkar, spotted an eight-yeaid bring samajik samrasta (social
stability. She was instrumental inAhilyabai at the temple serviceharmony) in the truest sense and
spreading the message of dharmizeding the hungry and pgoon provided a blueprint for what Ram
and propagating industrialization. his stop in Chaundi while Rajya in todays era would look
Ahilya Bai established an travelling to Pune. Moved by thelike.
efficient and just administrative young girl’s charity and strength of Militar y-trained Ahilyabai
system. Her governance washaracter he decided to ask herprotect herkingdom
marked by transparencfairness, hand in marriage for his son Despite her peaceful nature,
and an emphasis on publicKhanderao Holkar She was Ahilya Bai maintained a strong
welfare. She appointed capablenarried to Khanderao Holkar inand disciplined army to protect her
and honest ditials to key 1733 at the tender age of 8. Bukingdom from external threats.
positions, ensuring that herdistress was quick to befall theHer military acumen ensured the
kingdom was well-managed andyoung bride when her husbandsafety and stability of her realm,
corruption-free. Khanderao was killed in the battleallowing her to focus on
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development and welfare assuming leadership in the malea textile industry in the cityShe
activities. dominant society she exhibited amoved the capital to Maheshwar
Ahilya Bai Holkars legacy as remarkable resilience andsouth of Indore on the Narmada
a just, benevolent, and capabl@etermination in betterment ofRiver.
ruler has inspired generations. HeMalwa region and Holkar Renowned female leader
life and achievements arekingdom inthe 18th century which  Looking back at the realms of
celebrated in Indian histary later proved to remain a paradigmhistory, lost in the passage of time,
serving as a model of goodof benevolent and ffctive are the stories of valour and
governance, compassion, andjovernancelhe Queen of Malwa, compassion of women who were
visionary leadership. One canapart from being a brave queen antenced with barriers and traditions.
imagine how a woman, royalty orproficient ruler was also an Yet they fought the odds of life,
not, would sufler after losing her erudite politician. She observedand remained determined to serve
husband, fathein-law and only the bigger picture when theour land, mother India will remind
son. But Ahilyabai stood Maratha Peshwa couldn’pin every generation, of the footprints
undeterred. She did not let thedown the agenda of the British. that they have left behind. One
grief of her loss déct the In her letter to the Peshwa insuch legend today is a brave
administration of the kingdom and1772, she had warned him, callingvarrior and a great leader revered
the lives of her peopl&Vhile there the British embrace a behug: as Rajmata and Devi, the Queen of
was indeed a section of the'Other beasts, like tigers, can beMalwa,  “Punyashlok,  Devi
kingdom that objected to herkilled by might or contrivance, but Ahilyabai Holkar”. Her countless
assumption to the throne, her armyo kill a bear it is very difcult. It accomplishments, overcoming the
of Holkars stood by her andwill die only if you kill it straight strong gender barriers and beliefs
supported their queen’ in the face, or else, once caught ithat existed in the 18th century
leadership. Just a year into heits powerful hold; the bear will kil making an inspiration for many
rule, one saw the brave Holkarits prey by tickling. Such is the generations to womankind

gueen protect her kingdom -way of the EnglishAnd given this, Ahilyabai Holkar was one of
fighting off invaders tooth and nail it is difficult to triumph over India’s most renowned female
from plundering MalwaArmed them.” leaders. She reigned for nearly

with swords and weapons, she led The Holkar queen alsothree decades and reached
armies into the battlefieldlhere embellished and  beautifiedunprecedented heights of
she was, the queen of Malwayarious sites including Kashi, prosperity MaharaniAhilya Bai
slaying her enemies and invader&aya, Somnath, Ayodhya, Holkar was bestowed upon the
on battlefronts with four bows andMathura, = Haridwar Kanchi, title ‘The Philosopher Queetny
quivers of arrows fitted to the Avanti, Dwarka, Badrinarayan, British historian John Keye3he
corners of the howdah of herRameshwar and Jagannathpuri aQueen of Malwa, apart from being
favourite elephant. Her confidanterecorded by the Bharatiyaa brave queen and proficient ryler
on military matters was SubhedaiSanskritikosh. Her capital atwas also an erudite politician.
Tukojirao Holkar (also Malhar Maheshwar was a melting pot ofAhilyabai held public audiences
Raos adopted son) whom shditerary, musical, artistic and every day to help address the
appointed the head of the militaryindustrial —achievements.  Shegrievances of her people. She was
Proficient Queen of Malwa opened her capital’ doors to always available to anyone who
Ahilya Bai was renowned for stalwarts like Marathi poet needed her help. Historians write
her charitable nature. SheMoropant, ShahirAnantaphandi how she encouraged all within her
provided aidto the poor and needy and Sanskrit scholarKhushali realm and her kingdom to do their
supported widow remarriage, andRam. Her capital was known for isbest. During her reign, the
worked to improve the status ofits distinct craftsmen, sculptorsmerchants produced their most
women in society Her charitable and artists who were paidelegant clothes and trade
works extended beyond her kingdomhandsomely for their work andflourished to no end. No more was
benefiting gople across India. kept in high regards by the Queenthe farmer a mere victim of
Facing the daunting task ofShe also moved on to establishingppression but a self-didient
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man in his own right. unlocked, reshaping the narrativéen Malwa for erecting several
“Far and wide the roads wereof the era.This exemplifies a fortresses and roadways and
planted with shady trees, and wellsemarkable instance of supporting festivals and donating
were made, and rest-houses fogovernance under a capabléo various Sanctuarieghilyabai
travellersThe poorthe homeless, woman, marking a pivotal proved to be a great warridss a
the orphaned were all helpedransition in the historical skilled archer she even fought
according to their needsThe landscapeA woman ahead of her with Bhils (tribes of Rajasthan)
Bhils, who had long been thetimes,Ahilyabai's greatest sorrow and Gonds (tribes of central India).
torment of all caravans, werecontinued to remain the irony thatEncouraging Spirituality
routed from their mountain her daughter jumped into the She  promoted religious
fastnesses and persuaded to settieneral pyre and became a Satiolerance and harmopsupporting
down as honest farmers. Hindwpon the death of her husbandthe construction of temples,

and Muslim alike revered the Yashwantrao Phanse. mosques, and other religious
famous Queen and prayed for heBkilful Architect and Leader structures. Her inclusive approach
long life,” writesAnnie Besant. Other than being a courageouselped foster a sense of unity and

Universe operates on its ownprincess and a capable ryléne mutual respect among her
timetable and events unfoldEmpress of Malwa was also asubjects. Outside of her realm, her
precisely as intended. The learned diplomatWhen Marathi generosity was evident in the
entrance of Devi onto the stage oPeshwa couldi’narrow down the creation of hundreds of shrines and
Indian  history is  marked English objective, she saw therest areas spanning from the Great
accidental by the history but aswider issue.Throughout her 30- Himalayas to religious sites in the
always stamped in the royal seal ofear reign, Indore grew from asouth.According to the Bharatiya
her reign ‘ShankaAdnyevarun’ small hamlet to a thriving Sanskritikosh, the Holkar princess
(as per the orders of the Shiva) thenetropolis. She was well-knownalso enriched and adorned many
encounter of Malhar Rao Holkar locations. Maheshwaher capital,
and littleAhilya was conspired by Ahijlya Bai was not unawae Was a mosaic of scholastic,
the Almighty. Since a tender age, of the fact that heridentity ~ SPiritual, creative, and economic
Devi has d!splayed a sgtwk as a woman and a widow tnur_nph; She Welcqmed
te_ndencylea_(_jlng to her marriage qaemed hemnfit for certain Iuml_narles _such as Marathi poet
with Khandoji (son of Malhariji) at f : e Mo in her kingdomAs a ruler she

administrative and political : . . .
a very young age due to he'tasks given the times social led a very simple life. Ahilyabai
appreciation for simplicity and ’ . lived on the banks of Narmada
humble character As fortune and Cl_JIturaI context. Devi River at a pilgrimage site known as
consistently favored Malharji on Ahilya, who helped ‘Maheshwar. There were very
the various fronts of the Preserve andencourage fey |eaders who gave up on

battlefield, an unexpected tragedy !ndia’s spiritual integrity luxuries and followed such a
struck him, causing all aspirations ‘and displayed simple lifestyle.

to momentarily halt. Khandof’  administrative ingenuity AWomanAhead of HerTime
demise from a cannon-ball during and political impartiality . She initiated several social

the siege of Kumbher on March Breaking the shackles of  welfare programs aimed at
24, 1754, Which left Devi patriar chy, she took over  improving the living conditions of
engulfed in despair and sorrow the role of monarch after her subjects. Her contributions to
contemplating the practice of sati. her husband’s death. Her public health included the
However Malhar Rao intervened,  exceptional leadership establishment of clinics,
guiding her away from this path gkills were evident in the 30 distribution of free medicines, and
and instead, he mentored her i years of peace and support for healthcare initiatives.
administrative and military &dirs. financial stability that her Ahilyabai, a lady way
Through his guidance, Devi kingdom experienced progressive for her time, broke
emepged as a significant figure in " . several traditions for the
Indian history her potential underherreign. betterment of her family She
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married her daughter Muktabai toEnrich cultural Heritage Her patronage of scholars, poets,
Yashwantrao, a brave but poor Ahilya Bai was a devout andand artists helped preserve and
man after he succeeded irreligious woman who supportedpromote knowledge, literature,
defeating the dacoits. She was alsthe construction and renovation ofand arts.
military  trained and was numerous temples and other She was remarkably
considered capable enough to rureligious structures across Indiaprogressive for her era. Despite
civii and military afairs. Her Notable examples include theprevailingthe normswhich used to
fatherin-law wrote her a letter in Kashi Vishwanath Temple in forbid women from education, she
1765, illustrating her abilities. Varanasi and the Somndtemple was well educated and she
Here are the lines that itin Gujarat. Her support for emepged as inspiration in the 18th
mentioned: religious activities helped preservecentury for advocating the
“...proceed to Gwalior after cultural heritage and promoteintroduction of female education
crossing the Chambalou may spiritual growth. in the societyHer reign was not
halt there for four or five day¥ou Her patronage of the arts,merely theoretical but practical,
should keep your big artillery andliterature, and architecture aimed at enhancing the lives of her
arrange for its ammunition asenriched the cultural landscape obubjects. She was swiftly and
much as possible...The big central India and left an indelibleimpartially available for her
artillery should be kept at Gwalior mark on the heritage of Malwa.people despite of her busy
and you should proceed furtheRecognising the potential ofschedule to ensure that justice is
after making proper arrangementgommerce, she implementeddispensed.
for it's expenses for a month. Omolicies fostering Despite facing encirclement by
the march, you should arrange foentrepreneurship and innovationjnvaders presuming the kingdasn’
military posts being located fortransforming Maheshwar into avulnerability Ahilyabai displayed
protection of the road.” thriving centre of trade andremarkable courage in defending
Devi embodied the principlesindustry Infrastructure her homeland. Leading her
of dharma and righteousnesslevelopment under her reignsoldiers into battle, she repelled
through her actions, policies andfacilitated trade routes, laying theenemy forces, earning the
judgments. Following the demisegroundwork for economic adoration of her peoplet@ies of
of her fathefin-law she was prosperity he spearheaded theher care for her people abound.
recognized as the successor of thestablishment of a textile industryShe helped widows to retain their
Holkar family by the Peshwas. Shewithin the city introducing the husbandsivealth. She made sure
diverted her void by taking tradition of Maheshwari sarees.that a widow was allowed to adopt
numerous projects for theThis thriving handloom industry a son. In one instance, when her
betterment of societyincluding has undegone a remarkable minister refused to allow an
the construction and renovation otransformation, with  women adoption unless he was suitably
temples (which were subjected taaking centre stage at the loonbribed, she sponsored the child
cruelty by the Mughals), of Ghats,while men contribute to ancillary herself and gave him clothes and
wells, educational and healthand external aspects of the craffewels as part of the ritual.
institutions. Devi's unwavering support for Indian rulers patronized their
On December 1, 1767 she merchants and traders served asworks to the sacred spots of their
was duly authorized as the Queenatalyst for entrepreneurship andwn limited territory but were
of Indore but the charities of Deviinnovation, paving the way for more or less provincialized: Devi
were in her own territory as well asMaheshwals  evolution  into ‘Nationalized’them.The vision of
throughout Bharat-Khand are toobustling commercial centre. the nation from her view was
well known to need any special Social work for broadened and even though India
remarks. Wherever there standswomen:Progressive in femalewas geographically and politically
temple, ghats and other charitablé&ducation She established schooldivided, Devi achieved unity
institutions or buildings un-namedand supported educationalwithout resorting to conquest or
and un registered, the thought usethstitutions, fostering a culture of coercion. Devi bestowed on an
trace Devis name. learning and intellectual growth.India that was partitioned
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politically, spiritually and were, then, a means, and not aAnnie Besant and John Kedyis

geographically for over 10 end in themselves. a travesty thakhilya Bai Holkar is
centuries (830A.D. onwards). Faith in Religion not nearly as celebrated nationally
Their charitable dbrts primarily Ahilya Baiis believed to be theas she is regionally Her

focused on two main aspects:  great ruler that she was due to hdocalisation reveals how the rest of
1)Restoring and revitalizing undying faith in Hinduism. She the nation conveniently fgets a
sacred sites and pilgrimageregularly attended Purana recitalsvoman of her stature due to an
centers. and yagnas, believing that thenbuilt gender bias.Ahilyabai
2) Supporting and promoting spiritually chaged environment passed away in 1795 after serving
Indian architectural revival andwould help her stand firm on heras a ruler for 30 yearshis period
development, principles. It was her immersion inof time was legendary for Indore
Devi tries to plant her charitiesthe philosophy of Hinduism thatwhere the government was
in and about the newly conquereceventually led to a monumentalfunctional and the city had
provinces. Her ébrts at Gaya, change in the architecturalprospered. She was considered as
Banaras, Ayodhya, Pandharpur expression of the faitihilya Bai a saint by many people for her
and Jagannath puri speaks abouesurrected the jyotirlingas acrossvork.
her nature of “re-construction”. the country as a tribute to LordConclusion
Even the buildings speak about th&hiva. Renovations in Somnath, Ahilya Bai was not unaware of
out- posts of the “New spirit” that Varanasi, Trambak, Gaya, the fact that her identity as a
was awaken from the Pushkar Vrindavan, Nathdwara, woman — and a widow — deemed
companionship ~ of  Maratha Haridwar Badrinath, Kedarnath her unfit for certain administrative
movement. The new temples and many other sacred sites werand political tasks, given the
erected were surrounded andindertaken during her reigfo time’s social and cultural context.
served by learned shastriwho werelefend against attacks andeviAhilya, who helped preserve
invited from all parts of India, and iconoclasm, she came up with thend encourage Ind&’ spiritual
were supported by Devi; and theyidea of installing the idols in secretintegrity and displayed
in return, used to work asshrines under the templesadministrative ingenuity and
missionaries of the Hindu religion providing an additional layer of political impartiality Breaking the
in all its aspects. security Ahilya Bai's tireless shackles of patriarchyshe took
Significant Amicable relations attempts to resurrect these templesver the role of monarch after her
Her steps brought aboutwere, on the one hand, an act ofiusbands death. Her exceptional
amicable relations between distantlefiance against Mughal leadership skills were evident in
and divided Hindu rulers; andautocracy and, on the othbound the 30 years of peace and financial
united their hearts, though nother subjects together with thestability that her kingdom
their territories;The Nizam and thread of civilisational ethos, experienced under her reighhe
Tippu revered herand respected irrespective  of their social- course of life, marked by prayer
her word, the whole of India lived religious identity abstinence, a nd labour knew little
in peace and love under the magic If true Ram Rajya was attainedvariation. Nature, however
of her name. Her territorial rule by any ruley it was undeAhilya stronger than nurture, the life span
was, indeed, limited; but herBai’'s graceful reign where farmerswas slowly but surely approaching
spiritual rule on people’heart was flourished, faiths were restored,its culmination.A life followed
unlimited. and inclusivity found its rightful with pain and obstructions in way
Thus, we see her humane to alplace. Her dbrts in of her personal happiness, she
human beings, with no distinctionmainstreaming the Bhil and Gondbrought life and joy in lives of
of caste, colour or creed. the birdgastes are less talked about butountless people.Ahilya Bai
of the air the beasts of forests, andemain an important achievementHolkar's contributions to her
the fish of the waters had their ownShe commanded respect not justingdom, which had a far
shares of her humanityDevi from her contemporaries but fromreaching impact on the nation as a
through her charities, became idater historians and intellectualswhole, are noteworthy for their
tune with the infiniteThe charities too, such as Jadunath Sarkadepth and lasting influencél
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Educational and Societal Contributions of DevAhilyabai
and Their Relation to India's National Education Policy

system, she remained accessible foublic works across India. Her

Q her people, addressing theircharitable ebrts included
el Philgsrg];:)ehsjgz:\r?&ura gr.ievances and ruling with building wells, tanks, ghats, and
? Christian College, wisdom and bravery rest houses from the Himalayas to
P West Bengal Militar y Prowess and southern pilgrimage centres. She
Administration also established a textile industry

Ahilyabai's reign was markedin Maheshwarwhich continues to
evisiting the past reveals aby her defense of her kingdomthrive today thanks to the &frts
?plethora of great warriors and@dainst invaders, utilizing herof the Rewa Society
leaders dedicated to protectingKills as a versatile fighter and  Ahilyabai's policies aimed at
India's independence, and among'cher She appointedukoji Rao unifying the countryand she sent
them, the mighty Marathas standa;lolkar as her commander- Gangajal to 34 shrines annually
out, particularly in Central India. chief, who remained loyal andShe held daily public audiences,
One prominent figure amongef‘nuent throughout her reign. Her encouraging her people to excel in
women warriors is Raihilyabai 'eadership ensured a stable antheir pursuits. Her reign saw
Holkar of the Holkar clan, who Peaceful Malwa region, flourishing trade, self-siitient
ruled the princely state of Indore. transforming Indore from a smallfarmers, and improved
Early Life village into a prosperous city andinfrastructure, making her a ruler

Born on May 31, 1725, in the Making Maheshwar the capital ofahead of her time.
village of ChaundiAhmednagar the Holkar state. Cultural and  Architectural
Maharashtra,Ahilyabai's father Contributions and Legacy Impact
Mankoji Shinde, was the vilage A devout follower of Lord Maheshwar Fort, constructed
Patil, and her motheSushilabai Shiva, Ahilyabai constructed under her patronage, remains a
Shinde, was known for her piety "umerous temples, forts, andorime attraction with its mix of

Despite societal norms tha
restricted women from formal
education, Abhilyabai's father
taught her to read and write,
Although not of royal lineage, her
life changed when Malhar Rao
Holkar, a commander in the
Maratha Peshwa's service, saw hd
charitable deeds and arranged h¢
marriage to his son, Khande Rag
Holkar.
Ascension to Power

Following the deaths of her
husband and fathém-law,
Ahilyabai was prepared to lead.
Despite opposition, she gainec s
support from many in the Holkar |
army and was granted permissiot
to rule by the Peshwa. On
December 1, 1767, she ascendec

the throne and became the ruler
Indore. Rejecting the purdah =
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Maratha, Mughal, and Frenchenduring legacyHe recounts her impressed by her:"Ahilyabai's
architectural styles. The fort thirty-year reign as a golden eraextraordinary ability won her the
houses the Rajwada, a testament tnarked by "perfect order and goodegard of her subjects and of the
her simple yet impactful life, and government,” during which her other = Maratha confederates,
stands as a cultural hub thasubjects flourished under herincluding Nana PhadnavidVith
fostered literary musical, and stewardship.Nehru emphasizeshe natives of Malwa ... her name
artistic endeavours. Ahilyabai's prowess as a ruler ands sainted and she has styled an
Recognition andTribute organizer acknowledging the avatar or Incarnation of the
Ahilyabai passed away at therespect she commanded throughowWivinity. In the soberest view that
age of 70, but her legacy enduresher lifetime. Her administration can be taken of her charactshe
Her rule is remembered as a periowas characterized by stability anccertainly appears, within  her
of prosperity and good governanceprosperity earning her a reveredlimited sphere, to have been one of
earning her respect during hewstatus. Nehru also notes thathe purest and most exemplary
lifetime and sainthood after herAhilyabai was venerated as a saintulers that ever existed.”
death. Even the Nizam ofby her people, reflecting the deepAnnie Besant's Observations
Hyderabad praised her unparalleleddmiration and gratitude they felt  Annie Besant, in her writings,
leadership. In her honquindore's for her benevolent rule.Nehru'shighlighted Ahilyabai's fair and
airport and university bear herdescription oAhilyabai Holkar not prosperous rule :
name, and an annual award waenly underscores her remarkable "This great ruler in Indore
instituted in 1996 to recognizeleadership but also cements heencouraged all within her realm to
outstanding public figures. place in history as an exemplarydo their best, Merchants produced
Legacy and Contribution of monarch whose impact was feltheir finest clothes, trade
Devi Ahilyabai Holkar long after her reign. flourished, the farmers were at
The reign ofAhilyabai Holkar Joanna Balillie's Poem peace and oppression ceased, for
of Indore in central India, lasting The English poet Joannaeach case that came to the queen's
for thirty years, is legendary for Baillie paid tribute tdAhilyabai in  notice was dealt with severefghe

the perfect  order
governance, and prosperity it
brought to her people. Her
remarkable abilities as a ruler and
organizer earned her immense
respect during her lifetime, and
she was considered a saint by her
grateful subjects after her death.
Jawaharlal Nehru on Ahilyabai
Holkar

Jawaharlal Nehru, in his book
"The Discovery of India,”
wrote:"The reign ofAhilyabai, of
Indore in central India, lasted for
thirty years. This has become
almost legendary as a period during
which perfect order and good
government prevailed and the
people prospered. She was a very
able ruler and ganizer highly
respected during her lifetime, and

good 1849:

"For thirty years her
reign of peace,

The land in blessing
did increase;

And she was blessed
by every tongue,

By stern and gentle,
old and young.

Yea, even the children
at their mother's feet,
Are taught such homely
rhyming to repeat.

In latter days from
Brahma came,

To rule our land,

a noble Dame,

Kind was her heart
and bright her fame,
And Ahilya was her
honored name."

loved to see her people prosper
and to watch the fine cities grow
and to watch that her subjects were
not afraid to display their wealth,
lest the ruler should snatch it from
them. Far and wide the roads were
planted with shady trees, and wells
were made, and rest-houses for
travelers.The pooy the homeless,
the orphaned were all helped
according to their needbhe Bhils
who had long been the torment of
all caravans were routed from their
mountain fastnesses and
persuaded to settle down as honest
farmers. Hindu and Musalman
alike revered the famous Queen
and prayed for her long life. Her
last great sorrow was when her
daughter became a Sati upon the
death of Yashwantrao Phanse.

considered as a saint by a gratefubir John Malcolm's Admiration  Ahalya Bai was seventy years old

pele after her death." British  official Sir John when her long and splendid life
Nehru's portrayal highlights Malcolm, who documented herclosed. Indore long mourned its

her exceptional governance andegacy in the 1820s, was deeplynoble Queen, happy had been her
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reign, and her memory

isunder her benevolent rule earnedevelopnent, social welfare, and

cherished with deep reverencéier the respect and reverence diarmonyAhilyabai's reign left a

both Hindus and Muslims.
Personal Sorow and

unto this day".
Annie Besant'sAnalysis of Devi 5.
Ahilyabai Holkar

lasting positive impact on Indore
and its people, securing her

Legacy :Ahilyabai's personal life place in history as a beloved and

Annie Besant's portrayal of was marked by profound sorrpwrevered queen. Her leadership is

Devi Ahilyabai Holkar

revered queen of Indore, paints aaughter becoming a Sati upon theeflecting

the notably with the tragic event of herremembered with admiration,

the profound

vivid picture of her remarkable death of Yashwantrao Phanse.influence she had on her realm

leadership and lasting impact.Despite such personal
Besant's analysis  highlightsAhilyabai's reign was laely
several key aspects Ahilyabai's marked by happiness
rule :

1. Encouragement
Prosperity : Ahilyabai's reign is to

characterized by her ability tocherished with great reverence.
analysisextended her support to Mahadji

Besant's
Devi Ahilyabai

inspire and encourage those within ~ Annie
her domain. Merchants wereunderscores

and

prosperity Her passing at the agesays, "From the original papers
and of seventy brought deep mourningand letters, it becomes clear that
Indore, and her legacy isshe was the first-class politician,

trials,and bewynd.

Judunath Sarkar's observations
Historian JudunathSarkar

and that was why she readily

Shinde. | have no hesitation in

motivated to produce their finestHolkar's exceptional qualities as asaying that without the support of

goods, trade flourished,
agriculture thrived under her rule.
This environment of  DeviAhilyabai Holkar's

encouragement and prosperity wa
a hallmark of her governance.

2. Justice and Fairness The
gueen's commitment to justice is
evident from her stringent
handling of cases that came to he
attention. She maintained law anc
order by dealing severely with
offenders, thereby ensuring tha
oppression ceased and justici
prevailed.

3. Development andWelfare
. Ahilyabai's vision extended to
the development of infrastructure
and welfare of her people. She
facilitated the creation of roads education accessible to all,
lined with shady trees, built wells,  especially women, was
and established rest-houses fo groundbreaking in an era
travelers. Her concern for the ppor  when such opportunities
homeless, and orphaned wa: ere limited. By estblishing
evident in the assistance providec schools, supporting
according to their needs. scholars, and fostering an

fostered social harmongs seenn  €nVronment that valued
Nt learning and cultural

her eforts to integrate the Bhils, pursuits, she laid the

previously a threat to caravans
groundwork for a more

into settled farming communities. .
The queen's #&drts to bring educated and equable
society

different communities together

educational and sociel
contributions have lefan
indelible mark on Indian
history, serving as a
tesament to the
transformative power of
visionary leadership. Her

inclusivity, and social
welfare continue to inspire

for contemporary
educational reforms. Her
commitment to making

.efforts to promote education,

and provide valuable lessons

andruler-her dedication to justice, Ahilyabai, Mahadji would never

have gained so much importance
in the politics of northern India."

Historian Judunath Sarkar's
assertion thatAhilyabai Holkar
was pivotal in shaping the political
landscape of northern India
highlights the profound influence
she wielded. Sarkar's reflections
are based on original papers and
letters, which shed light on her
exceptional political acumen and
strategic alliances.

Ahilyabai Holkar the revered
Maratha queen of Indore, was
more than a ruler; she was a
formidable stateswoman. Her
support for Mahadji Shinde, a
significant figure in the politics of
northern India, underscores her
deep understanding of political
dynamics. Sarkar's observation
that Mahadji Shinde's rise to
prominence was inextricably
linked toAhilyabai's endorsement
reveals the depth of her political
insight.

Without Ahilyabai's backing,
Mahadji Shinde might not have
achieved the same stature. Her
support was not merely a political
maneuver but a testament to her

m Af21ep FHerel (ATRA6) 1 3PR—A 2024



vision and strategic prowess. In an era when femalecorruption and  oppression.
Ahilyabai's  endorsement  of education was lgely neglected, Ahilyabai's focus on social justice
Shinde was instrumental in hisAhilyabai took significant stepstoand welfare created a more
ascendancyreflecting her ability promote the education of girls. Sheequitable and just society
to influence and shape the politicabelieved that educated womerAgricultural and Economic
terrain of her time. could contribute immensely toReforms
Devi Ahilyabai Holkar : A society and play acrucialroleinits Under Ahilyabai's  rule,
Visionary Leader of education  development. Her advocacy foragriculture and trade flourished.
Devi Ahilyabai Holkar's female education was She implemented various
educational contributions wererevolutionary and laid the agricultural reforms, including the
pioneering and transformative forgroundwork for the empowermentconstruction of canals and

her time As the ruler of the Malwa of women in her kingdom. irrigation systems, to improve
kingdom, she establishedPatronage of Scholars and crop yields and support farmers.
numerous schools and learnindntellectual Pursuits Her policies encouraged trade and

centers, ensuring that education Ahilyabai was a patron of commerce, contributing to the
was accessible to all segments afcholars, poets, and artists. Sheconomic prosperity of her
society irrespective of their socio- invited learned individuals to herkingdom.

economic  background.  Hercourt, providing them with the National Education Policy 2020:
emphasis on female education warsesources and support needed tA Modern Vision for Education
particularly revolutionaryas she pursue their scholarly endeavours. The National Education Policy
advocated for the empowermentoHer  patronage created am2020 represents a comprehensive
women through learning, environment where intellectual framework aimed at transforming
recognizing their potential to and cultural pursuits were valuedand modernizing India's education
contribute  meaningfully  to and encouraged, leading to thesystem. It emphasizes inclusiyity
society Ahilyabai's patronage of flourishing of arts, literature, andcreativity and critical thinking,

scholars, poets, and artists fosteresciences in her kingdom. moving away from rote learning.

an environment of intellectual andSocietal Contributions of Devi Key aspects of the policy include:

cultural growth, making her court Ahilyabai Infrastructur e Holistic and Multidisciplinar y

a hub of knowledge and creativity Development Education

Her visionary ebrts in promoting Ahilyabai's contributions One of the central tenets of the

education laid a robust foundatiorextended beyond education tdNEP 2020 is the promotion of
for a more inclusive, educated, andnfrastructure development. Sheholistic and multidisciplinary
progressive societyleaving an built numerous temples, education.The policy advocates
enduring legacy that continues tadharamshalas (rest houses), well$or the integration of arts, sciences,
inspire educational reforms inand ghats (riverfront steps),and vocational subjects, enabling
India today improving the quality of life for students to develop awell-rounded
Promotion of Education her subjectsThese projects not understanding and skillseThis
Ahilyabai Holkar's reign was only facilitated religious and approach aligns witthilyabai's
marked by her unwaveringcultural activities but also vision of fostering intellectual and
commitment to education. Sheprovided essential services andultural pursuits, creating well-
established numerous schools andmenities to the people. rounded individuals equipped
learning centres across heWelfare and Social Justice with diverse skills.
kingdom, ensuring that education  Ahilyabai was deeply Early Childhood Care and
was accessible to all, regardless afommitted to the welfare of herEducation (ECCE)
socio-economic background. Hemeople. She provided financial The policy emphasizes the
efforts laid the foundation for a assistance to the pgdnomeless, importance of early childhood
more inclusive and equitableand orphaned, ensuring that theieducation, aiming to provide
society empowering individuals basic needs were met. Hewuniversal access to quality ECCE.
to improve their lives through administration was characterizedt seeks to ensure that all children
education. by a strong sense of justice, andetween the ages of 3 to 6 receive
Advocacy for Female Education she took steps to eliminatefoundational education, preparing
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them for formal schooling. bridge the gap between fdifent Conclusion
Ahilyabai's eforts to establish socio-economic groups and ensure Devi  Ahilyabai  Holkar's
schools and promote literacy fromthat all children have access tceducational and societal
a young age resonate with thigjuality —education. Ahilyabai's contributions have left an indelible
objective. initiatives to provide free educationmark on Indian historyserving as
Flexible Curriculum and and scholarships to deservinga testament to the transformative
Reduced Exam & ess students mirror this commitment topower of visionary leadership. Her
The NEP 2020 introduces a inclusivity and equity efforts to promote education,
flexible curriculum  structure, Relevance of  Ahilyabai's inclusivity, and social welfare
allowing students to chooseContributions to NEP 2020 continue to inspire and provide
subjects based on their interestinclusivity and Accessibility valuable lessons for contemporary
and career aspirations. It also aims Ahilyabai's emphasis  on educational reforms. Her
to reduce the emphasis on highmaking education accessible to alcommitment to making education
stakes examinations, promoting aesonates with the NER020's accessible to all, especially
more continuous and focus on inclusivity and equity women, was groundbreaking in an
comprehensive evaluation systemHer eforts to provide free era when such opportunities were
This student-centric approacheducation and financial aid tolimited. By establishing schools,

echoes Abhilyabai's inclusive students from diverse supporting scholars, and fostering
educational initiatives. backgrounds align with thean environment that valued
Emphasis on Foundational policy's aim to bridge the learning and cultural pursuits, she
Literacy and Numeracy educational divide and ensure thalaid the groundwork for a more

The NEP 2020policy every child has the opportunity toeducated and equitable society
prioritizes achieving foundational learn and succeed. Beyond education, her
literacy and numeracy for all Empowerment through infrastructural development,
students by Grade 3, implementindg=ducation agricultural reforms, and focus on
targeted programs and Ahilyabai's belief in the social welfare demonstrated her

interventions to ensure that alltransformative power of educationholistic approach to governance,
children develop essential readingfor women is reflected in the NEP ensuring the well-being of her
writing, and arithmetic skills. 2020's emphasis on gendesubjects. Ahilyabai's legacy
Ahilyabai's focus on providing free equality and empowerment. Bytranscends her time, resonating
education to all children laid thepromoting female education andwith contemporary ébrts to create
groundwork for such initiatives.  encouraging girls to pursue theiran inclusive and empowered
Teacher Training and studies, Ahilyabai laid the society Her life and work
Professional Development foundation for a more inclusive exemplify the enduring impact of
Recognizing the critical role of and progressive socieffhe NEP visionary leadership on education
teachers, the NEP 2020 2020 continues this legacy byand societal developmentf@fing
emphasizes the need fomprioritizing the education andtimeless lessons for future
continuous professional empowerment okomen and girls generations.The National
development and training. ItHolistic Development Education Policy 2020, with its
proposes creating robust systems Ahilyabai's  support  for focus on inclusivity holistic
for teacher education, mentoringscholars and educators, as well adevelopment, and empowerment,
and support to enhance teachinper patronage of arts and cultureresonates with  Ahilyabai's
quality. Ahilyabai's support for align with the NEF2020's vision visionary approach, highlighting
scholars and educators reflects af holistic and multidisciplinary the enduring relevance of her
similar understanding of theeducation. Her &brts to create an contributions. As India moves

importance of nurturing environment where intellectual forward with the implementation
educational talent. and cultural pursuits thrived of the NEP2020, the legacy of
Inclusivity and Equity underscore the importance ofDeviAhilyabai Holkar serves as a

The policy underscores thefostering  creativity critical guiding light, reminding us of the
importance of inclusivity and thinking, and a well-rounded enduring power of educatioto
equity in education, aiming to education. transform lives and societidsl
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Ahilyabai Holkar : Her Early Life and Struggle

Early Life of Malhar Rao Holkarthe noble
_ Ahilyabai also known as the Subhedar of the Malwa region
Aéﬁ'sFam Professor of  wyarrior Queen” and popularly under the Maratha Empire. Malhar
glish, Dadasaheb . . . . . .
Devidas Namdeo Bhole Known as RajmataAhilyadevi Rao was impressed Bhilyabai's
College, Bhusawal Holkar was born on May 31, 1725,demeanor and intelligence and
in the village of Chondi in present-decided to marry her to his son,
day Maharashtra. Her fatherKhanderao Holkar This union
hilyabai Holkar is a name Mankoji Shinde who belonged to abroughtAhilyabai into the Holkar
synonymous with enlightened Dhangar community was a villagefamily, marking the beginning of
rule and benevolent leadership irheadman, a position thatfefed her journey towards becoming one
Indian historyAs the queen of the some status but limited powerof the most respected rulers in
Malwa kingdom, she is celebrated=rom a young ageAhilyabai Indian history
for her wisdom, administrative exhibited qualities that set her Marriage and EarlytBiggles
acumen, and deep commitment tapart. She was intelligent, and Married at a young age,
the welfare of her people. Her earlycompassionate, and showed a keekhilyabai faced the challenges of
life and the struggles she overcamenterest in learning, traits notadaptingto a new environmentand
to ascend to power form acommonly encouraged in womenfulfiling her duties as a wife and
compelling narrative of resilienceof her time. Her education wasdaughtetin-law. The Holkar
and determination.This paper unconventional; unlike most girls family was a prominent one, and
exploresAhilyabai Holkar's early of her era, she was taught to reathe responsibilities were immense.
life, the challenges she faced, andnd write, which later proved However Ahilyabai's innate
her eventual rise to prominencegrucial in her administration. qualities helped her navigate these
setting the stage forer remarkable Ahilyabai's life took a significant early challenges with grace. She
reign. turn when she caught the attentiomuickly gained the respect of her
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Ahilyabai Holkar's early life and struggles are a tegshent to her extraordinary resilience

and leadership. From a village girl to a revered queen, her journey is one of overcoming

personal and political challenges with grace and determination. Her reign was marked by

progressive governance, economic development, and cultural patronage, leaving a lasting

legacy Ahilyabai's story is a powerful example of how individual strength and vision can
transform societies, making her one of the most remarkable figures in Indian histdmys,
"Ahilyabai Holkar was not only a great ruler but also an exemplary queen. Her rule ieof

remembered as the golden period in the history of Malwa"

new family and the people aroundAscendancy to Power state. Thus, Ahilyabai Holkar
her due to her intelligence, The death of Malhar Raoascended to powemarking the
compassion, and dedicationHolkar in 1766 was anotherbeginning of a reign that would be
Tragedy struck when Khanderagoivotal moment iidhilyabai's life. characterized by progressive
Holkar was killed during the siegeWith her son Male Rao succeedingyovernance, economic
of Kumher in 1754This loss was his grandfatherAhilyabai found development, and cultural
a severe blow té&hilyabai, who herself in a position of patronage. "Her reign was marked
was left widowed at a young ageconsiderable influence. Howevyer by a combination of administrative
with the responsibility of raising Male Rao's reign was short-livedefficiency, prosperityand cultural
their son, Male RaoThe period due to his untimely death, whichdevelopment. She was revered as a
following Khanderao's death wasonce again plungefihilyabai into Goddess by her subjects, who
one of deep personal grief forpersonal and political turmoil. benefitted immensely from her
Ahilyabai, but it was also a time Amidst this crisisAhilyabai was just and compassionate rule"
that tested her resilience andirged by the people and the HolkakSharma, 89). Her assumption of
strength. Despite the societakourt to take the reins of thepower was a significant departure
expectations and pressures, shadministration. Her initial from the norm, as women rulers
chose to immerse herself in theeluctance was overcome by hewere rare and often faced
welfare of the Holkar dynasty andsense of duty and the pressing nee@sistance. Ahilyabai, however
the administration of the state.  for a stable leadership to guide thavas an exception, owing to her
capability and the respect she
commanded.
Administrative Reforms and
Governance

One of Ahilyabai Holkar's
most notable contributions was her
administrative  reforms.  She
restructured the revenue system,
ensuring fair and &tient tax
collection. Her governance model
was inclusive, focusing on the
welfare of her subjects. She
initiated several public works
projects, including the
construction of roads, wells, and
fortifications, which significantly
improved the infrastructure of her
kingdom.Ahilyabai's approach to
governance was holistic,
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integrating economic, social, andfrom within her court and from Legacy

cultural aspects. She was a patroaxternal forces.The patriarchal
often one of enlightened leadership and
authority andbenevolent rule. Her contributions

of arts and culture, and her reigrsociety of her time

saw the construction of numerougjuestioned her

Ahilyabai Holkar's legacy is

temples and public buildings. Herdecisions. HoweverAhilyabai's to the welfare of her subjects, her

policies were progressive,resolve and the
particularly concerning women'scommanded from her

respect shadministrative reforms, and her
peoplepatronag of arts and culture have

rights and education, reflecting herenabled her to overcome theséeft an indelible mark on Indian
vision for a just and prosperousobstacles. Her leadership stylehistory She is remembered as a
society During her reign, she characterized by empathy anduler who prioritized the welfare of

promoted gender equality firmness, helped her

"Ahilyabai's administration was these challenges fettively. One as a

navigateher people over personal gain and

leader who defied the

known for its inclusiveness andof the most significant struggles ofconventions of her time to establish

fairness. She encouraged

théer reign was the constant threaa just and prosperous socieltjer

participation of women in various from rival factions within the life and reign continue to inspire
social and administrative roles andMaratha Empire and from externalgenerations, serving as a testament

was ahead of her time

ininvaders. Ahilyabai's strategic to the power of resilience, wisdom,

promoting gender equality" acumen and the loyalty of herand compassion in leadership.
(Desai, 67) subjects were crucial in defendingAhilyabai Holkar's story is a
Militar y Leadership and her kingdom. She also had toreminder that true leadership

Diplomatic Acumen contend with the

economictranscends gender and societal

Ahilyabai's reign was not just challenges posed by frequent warsorms, and that the qualities of

marked by administrative reformsand natural calamitiesThrough empathy
but also by her military leadershipjudicious financial managementdedication

and diplomatic  skills. She and pragmatic policieg\hilyabai

personally led her troops in severaénsured the economic stability ofConclusion

battles, defending her kingdomher state.
from external threats. Her military

acumen was complemented by he -—f}
diplomatic  strategies,  which =
ensured the stability and

expansion of her kingdom. 2‘/1

Ahilyabai maintained cordial

relations with neighboring states
and sought to resolve conflicts
through dialogue and negotiation
whenever possible. Her ability to
balance military strength with «
diplomatic finesse was i |
instrumental in maintaining the
stability of the Malwa kingdom.
Ahilyabai's reign was a period of|
relative peace and prosperitst
testament to her leadership an
vision.
Challenges and 8uggles

Despite her many successe
Ahilyabai's reign was not without
challenges. She faced oppositio

intelligence, and
are timeless and

universal.
Ahilyabai Holkar's early

life and druggles are a
testament to her extraordinary
resilience and leadership. From
a village girl to a revered
gueen, her journey is one of
overcoming  personal and
political challenges with grace and

determination. Her reign was
marked by progressive
governance, economic
development, and cultural

patronage, leaving a lasting legacy
Ahilyabai's story is a powerful
example of how individual
strength and vision can transform
societies, making her one of the
most remarkable figures in Indian
historyThus, "Ahilyabai Holkar
was not only a great ruler but also
an exemplary queen. Her rule is
often remembered as the golden
period in the history dflalwa". U
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Ahilyabai Holkar
Malwa's Legendary and Kind-Hearted Queen

Ankita Satapathy From Childhood to Marriage : of her fathetfin- law, Malhar Rao,

_ The Formative Years in 1766, and her son, Male Rao,
oAl Ahilyabai came from a modestadded to her agonyAhilyabali
Central University of background. Her fatheMankoji became queen in the absence of a

Kadag*;ﬁg’;]?ti'ﬁaburagi Shinde, was the village headmanmale heirIn defiance of prevailing

Despite customary traditions thafpatriarchal  conventions,  her
limited women's education, devoted countrymen andfiofals
hilyabai Holkar also known Ahilyabai's father made sure shesupported her as she ascended to
as Ahilya Bai, inhabits a got an education which was arthe throne. Ahilyabai Holkar's
significant place in Indian histary unusual decision that would laterenduring legacy is proof of her
Born on May 31, 1725, in the be acute to her leadership. Malharesilience, = compassion, and
Marathi Hindu community of Rao Holkay a well-known leadership. Her rule has served as
Chaundi village (now part of Maratha aristocrat, was impresse@ source of inspiration and hope
Ahmednagar district, by her virtue and intelligence.for future generations and will
Maharashtra), she enged as the Malhar Rao was impressed by hecontinue to do so.
renowned Queen of Indore withinqualities and arranged herPioneering Change
the Maratha Confederation. Hemarriage to his son, KhanderacAdministrative Reforms and
administrative insight, Holkar, in 1733. However Acts of Humanity
philanthropic endeavours, andAhilyabai experienced tragedy Ahilyabai Holkars rule was
unwavering commitment to herearly in her life. Her spouse, marked by administrative
people have left an unfgettable Khanderao, was killed in thecompetence and progressive
mark. KumbheWar of 1754The deaths governance. She implemented
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reforms that improved the welfarethe construction and restoration ofThese  well-maintained roads
of her subjects, addressing theinumerous templesAmong these, facilitated commerce, travel, and
complaints personally Her tax the KashiVishwanathTemple in communicationAlong the banks
system restructuring washed ouVaranasi stands ouThis sacred of rivers,Ahilyabai sponsored the
the burden on farmers and ensureshrine, dedicated to Lord Shiva,construction of ghats. These
judicious use of state funds forhad sufered damage over theriverfront steps served as bathing
public welfare. Under her centuriesAhilyabai’'s unwavering and worship areas, fostering
guidance, Malwa& agricultural commitment prompted her tocommunity  gatherings  and
productivity increased restore it in 1780, ensuring itsreligious rituals.The Ahilya Ghat
significantly ~ contributing to preservation for future in Varanasi remains a testament to
overall prosperity Additionally, generations. Similarlyshe played her benevolenceWater scarcity
Ahilyabai’s humanitarian &rts, a pivotal role in rebuilding the was a pressing issue in agrarian
including charitable institutions Somnath Temple in Gujarat, societies. Ahilyabai’s initiatives
and disaster relief, laid theemphasizing the revival of Ind&’ included the creation of wells and
foundation for a more equitablerich cultural heritage. Beyondtanks, ensuring a reliable water

society mere  construction, Ahilyabai supply for both agricultural needs
Ahilyabai Holkar the ruler of actively supported local artisansand daily life.
enlightenment, was asculptors, and craftsmen. Her Ahilyabai's devoutness was

humanitarian who built numerouspatronage encouraged theevident in her daily life. She began
temples and ghats across Indialourishing of traditional art forms, her mornings with prayers and
She restored the KasViishwanath including intricate stone carving, meditation, seeking divine
Temple andVishnupad temple, temple architecture, and exquisitgguidance. Her unwavering faith
preserving sacred heritage. Shsculptures.Ahilyabai recognized shaped her decisions as a ruler
also constructed wells and tankshe importance of connectivity andDespite her exalted position,
for community well- being. She trade. She invested in roadAhilyabai maintained simplicity

established rest housemetworks, linking towns and She dressed modestly and lived
(dharamshalas) for travelers andillages within her kingdom. frugally, emphasizing humility
pilgrims, and emphasized =

education for her subjectsiell-
being. Her legacy is synonymous
with charitable institutions in
India, and her compassion,
administrative  prowess, and
commitment to religious toIerance“
continue to inspire generations.
Art, Culture, andVirtue : The
Spiritual Patron

Ahilyabai Holkar the revered
ruler of the Maratha Malwa
kingdom, left an indelible legacy
as a patron of art, culture, ang
religion. Her multifaceted
contributions spanned religious
structures, public infrastructure,
and personal virtues. Let'dive
deeper into her remarkable
endeavors:

Ahilyabai's  devotion to
Hinduism led her to commission

|
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and

accessibility Ahilyabai’'s
commitment to dharma guided her
governance. She upheld justicefuture rulers, demonstrating thatI
fairness, and ethical conduct. Heeffective governance could be
administration was characterizec

by transparency and concern fo Ahilyabai Holkar's rule was

respect and admiration.

her subjectsivelfare. marked by administrative

Ahilyabai  Holkafs legacy competence and pogressive
extends beyond architectural governance. She

marvels; it embodies a harmonious implemented reforms that

blend of_ spirituality cuItu_raI impr oved the welfae of her
preservation, and compassionat . ) .
subjects, addessing their

leadership. Her impact )
reverberates through the annals ¢ COMPplaints personally Her
Indian ~ history  inspiring ~ t@x System estructuring

generations to uphold values tha Washed out the burden on
transcend time and boundaries. farmers and ensued
The Legacy of Resilience : judicious use of state funds
LeadershipAgainstAll Odds for public welfare. Under
Ahilyabai Holkar's leadership  her guidance, Malwa's
style was characterized by agricultural pr oductivity

Bzvr\rl];sgyrin W::S(;jrﬁmitmei?dto her INEEEEEE Signiﬁcantly
g contributing to overall

duties. She led by example, ofter . "
participating in state &irs prpspen}y. Addltlolnal_ly,
personally and maintaining a Ahilyabai's human_ltarlan
simple lifestyle despite her royal efforts, including
status. Her ability to balance charitable institutions and
administrative  responsibilities ~ disasterrelief, laid the
with her humanitarian and cultural ~ foundation for a more
endeavors earned her immens equitable society

Her reign set a precedent for,

achieved through compassion,
justice, and a focus on public
welfare.Ahilyabai's legacy is not
only reflected in the monuments
she built and the reforms she
implemented but also in the lasting
impact she had on the hearts and
minds of her people.

Ahilyabai's reign was not
without challenges. She faced
opposition from within her court
and external threats from rival
kingdoms and factions. Howevyer
her diplomatic acumen and
strategic alliances helped her
navigate these challenges
successfully Her ability to
maintain stability and prosperity in
Malwa during turbulent times is a
testament to her resilience and
eadership skills.

Closing Remarks:The End Note

Ahilyabai Holkar's life and
reign epitomize the ideals of
benevolent leadership, progressive
governance, and humanitarianism.
Her ability to rise above personal
tragedies and societal norms to
become one of India's most revered
rulers is a remarkable story of
strength and resilienc&hilyabai's
legacy continues to inspire and
serve as a beacon of virtue,
wisdom, and compassion.

In an era dominated by
patriarchal  norms, Ahilyabai
Holkar's reign stands out as a
testament to the potential of
enlightened and compassionate
leadership. Her contributions to
administration, social welfare,
cultural preservation, and
religious devotion have left an
indelible mark on Indian history
As we reflect on her life, we are
reminded of the timeless values
she embodied values that remain
relevant and inspiring in our
contemporary worldd
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Life Sketch of Ahilyabai Holkar

She married Khande Rao inwas inspecting his troops in an
e 1733. Ahilya  accompanied open palanquin during the battle

Department of School Khande Rao on many car_npaignSNhen a can_nor_1ba|l firec_] from the
Education, Throughout her married life, sheJat army hit him, leading to his
Jammu and Kashmir  was brought up by her mothier-  death.After her husband Khande
law, Gautama Bai, who is creditedRao’'s deathAhilyabai had given

today for the values instilled in up all desires of life and decided to

M aharani Ahilyabai Ahilya. She trained her in perform Sati to accompany her

Holkar was the Holkar administration, accounts, andhusband at his funeral pyre. People
Queen of the Maratha politics, and eventually handedrequested her not to commit Sati,
Malwa kingdom, India. Rajmata over her Khasgi Jagir in 1759.  but she said her husband had
Ahilyabai was born in the vilage In 1754, Khande Rao, pledged to accompany her
of Chondi in Jamkhedhilya agar alongside his father Malhar Radlifelong, and now he has left
(eartswhile Ahmednagar), Holkar, laid the siege of Kumher midway When she had made up
Maharashtra. She moved thdort of Jat Raja Suraj Mal of her mind to perform Sati and was
capital to Maheshwar south ofBharatpur on request of supporhot relenting, it was finally her
Indore on the Narmada River from Imad-ul-Mulk and the fatherin-law Malhar Rao who
Her father Mankoji Rao Mughal emperorAhmad Shah made fervent emotional appeals to
Shinde, was the Patil of the village Bahadur's general Mir Bakhshi.stop heHe said:
Women then did not go to schoolSuraj Mal had sided with the "Daughter my son left me
butAhilyabai's father taught her toMughal emperor's  rebelliouswhom | raised with a hope that he
read and write. wazir Safdar Jang. Khande Raavould support me in my old age.
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Now, will you also leave me, an Ahilyabai captured the Gohad fort
old man, alone to be drowned in(near Gwalior).
the fathomless ocean?Will you Already trained to be a ruler transformation of Indore from a
also leave me without anyAhilyabai petitioned Peshwasmall village to a prosperous and
support? 8ll, if you don't wantto Madhav Rao | after Malhar Raobeautiful city; her own capital,
change your mind, let me dieand her son's death to grant her theowever was in the nearby
first.” administration of the Holkar Maheshwara town on the banks
Twelve years latether father dynasty Some in Malwa objected of Narmada River She also
in-law, Malhar Rao Holkardied. to her assumption of rule, but thecommissioned several
A year after that she was crownedHolkar faction of Maratha army infrastructure projects in Malwa,
as the queen of the Malwasided with her The Peshwa sponsored festivals and gave
kingdom. She tried to protect hergranted her permission onl 1 donations for regular worship in
kingdom from plundering December 1767, with subhedamany Hindu temples. Outside
invaders. She personally ledTukoji Rao Holkar (Malhar Rao's Malwa, she built numerous Hindu
armies into battle. She appointechdopted son) as her military headtemples, Ghats, wells, tanks and
Tukojirao Holkar as the Chief of She proceeded to rule Malwa inrest-houses throughout the Indian

Among Ahilyabai's
accomplishments was the

Army.

the most enlightened mannpeven subcontinent, stretching from the

Rani Ahilyabai was a great reinstating a Brahmin who hadHimalayas to pilgrimage centresin

pioneer and builder of Hindu previously opposed hekhilyabai

southern India. The Bharatiya

temples. She built hundreds ofpaid regular visits to her subjectsSanskriti Kosh lists the sites she

temples  and

throughout India.
A letter to her from Malhar Rao

in 1765 illustrates the trust he hac  The order of Shivabhot

in her ability when sending her on  Ahilyabai was consideed to

a military expedition to Gwalior  be the orderof Lord Shiva,

with a huge artillery: the rare seal of silverwhich
"...proceed to Gwalior after \yas made in the rule of the

crossing the Chamballou may  giate and the rule of Goddess
halt there for four or five day¥ou Ahilyabai, is still kept in the

should keep your big artillery and sanctum of Malhar Mar tand

arrange for its ammunition as
g Temple.These seals wer used

much as possible.. The big i .
artillery should be kept at Gwalior I the time ofAhilya. After the

and you should proceed further order of Ahilya was stamped,
after making proper arrangement: the order letter was
for its expenses for a month. Or consideted to be the orderof
the march you should arrange fol Shiva. Fourtypes of seals &
military posts to be located for still safe in the temple.
protection of the road.” Therefore sayingAhilya (1737
This letter clearly shows that to 1795) ruled as a queen of
no'F only wasAhilyabai militar_ily Malwa for 28 years. In the
trained, she was also congldere reign ofAhilyabai, the entire
capable enough to run civil and people wee happy with

military affairs. When Ahmad haopiness and peace and
Shah Durrani invaded Punjab in pp_ P
prosperity. There was a lot, so

1765, Malhar Rao was busy
fighting the Abdali-Rohilla army ~~ People used to call them
in Delhi. During the same time, Lokmata.

needing her help.

Dharmashalaseing always accessible to anyonembellished as Kashi,

Gaya,
Somnath, Ayodhya, Mathura,
Haridwar Kanchi,  Avanti,
Dwarka, Badrinath Temple,

Rameshwaram and Jagannath
Puri. Ahilyabai also supported the
rise of merchants, farmers and
cultivators to levels of #ifience
and did not consider that she had
any legitimate claim to their
wealth, be it through taxes or
feudal right.

There are many stories of her
care for her subjects. In one
instance, when her minister
refused to allow the adoption of a
child unless he was suitably
bribed, she is said to have
sponsored the child herself and
given him clothes and jewels as a
part of the adoption ritual.

Ahilyabai's capital at
Maheshwar was the scene of
literary, musical, artistic and
industrial enterprise. She

patronized the famous Marathi
poet Moropant and the shahir
Anantaphandi from Maharashtra,
and also patronised the Sanskrit
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scholar Khushali Ram. them. Far and wide the roads werdecome a chariotedivhen no one
Craftsmen, sculptors and artistplanted with shady trees, and wellsvas stuck in that chariot,
received salaries and honours awere made, and rest-houses foAhilyabai himself came and sat on
her capital and she eventravelersThe pooythe homeless, the chariotWhen he was moving
established a textile industry inthe orphaned were all helpedforward, there was such an
Maheshwar according to their needBhe Bhils incident, which surprised
Ahilyabai repealed a who had long been the torment okveryoneThe same was standing
traditional law that had previously all caravans were routed from theiiin front of the cow chariotWhen
empowered the state to confiscatenountain fastnesses andhe cow was removed after the
the property of childless widows. persuaded to settle down as honestder ofAhilyabai, he would have
Accordig to Nehru,"The reign farmers. been standing in front of the
of Ahilyabai, of Indore in central Once  Ahilyabai's son chariot again and againThis
India, lasted for thirty year3his Malojirao was passing on hiscountry court ministers ged the
has become almost legendary as @hariot, passing through RajbaraQueen that it does not even want a
period during which perfect orderAt the same time, the small calf ofcow that there is such a incident
and good government prevailedhe cow was standing along thewith the son of another moth&o
and the people prospered. She wasath. As soon as the chariot ofthis cow is also demanding mercy
a very able ruler and ganizer Malorav passed away from thereThe cowwas in his place and the
highly respected during herthe jumping and the talakata calfchariot was stuck there. In the
lifetime, and considered as a saintame in the grip of the chariot andplace where the incident took
by a grateful people after herwas badly injured. In a while, heplace near Rajbada, all the people
death." died and died there. By ignoringknow in the name of 'Haad
Ahilyabai's extraordinary this incident, Malojirao moved Bazar'. The order of Shivabhot
ability won her the regard of herforward.After this the cow sat on Ahilyabai was considered to be
subjects and of the other Marathahe death of her calf. She was nothe order of Lord Shiva, the rare
confederates, including Nanaleaving her calf.After a while seal of silverwhich was made in
Phadnavis.With the natives of Ahilyabai was also going throughthe rule of the state and the rule
Malwa ... her name is sainted andhere.Then she saw a cow sittingof Goddes#hilyabai, is still kept
she has styled an avatar onear the calf, she stoppetihey in the sanctum of Malhar
Incarnation of the Divinityln the were given information. No one Martand Temple. These seals
soberest view that can be taken ofvas ready to tell. Eventually were used in the time dthilya.
her character she certainly someone dared that the calf in thé\fter the order ofAhilya was
appears, within her limited spheregrip of the chariot of Maloji died. stampd, the order letter was
to have been one of the purest andfter knowing this developments, considered to be the order of
most exemplary rulers that everAhilya called the Dharmapati Shiva. Four types of seals are
existed. Menabai in the court and asked ifstill  safe in the temple.
This great ruler in Indore a person kills his son in front of Therefore sayingAhilya (1737
encouraged all within her realm tosomeone's motherwhat is the to 1795) ruled as a queen of
do their best, Merchants producegbenalty? Menabai respondedValwa for 28 years. In the reign
their finest clothes, tradeimmediately that he should beof Ahilyabai, the entire people
flourished, the farmers were atgiven death penaltyAfter this were happy with happinessicé
peace and oppression ceased, féthilyabai ordered that his sonpeace and prosperiffhere was a
each case that came to the queersbould be tied to the hands and fedbt, so people used to call them
notice was dealt with severeyhe of Malojira and he would be keptLokmata. He always gave his
loved to see her people prospeiin the same way by crushing the&kingdom and his people to move
and to watch the fine cities grow chariot, the cow's calf was killed.forward. Due to being passed and
and to watch that her subjects wer@he son had climbed the chariotevered to Narmada due to
not afraid to display their wealth, himself. DeviAhilyabaiAfter this Narmada, he made Maheshwar
lest the ruler should snatch it fromorder no person was ready tohis capital.d
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Maharani Ahilyabhai Holkar and Bharat

Retd. Professor in

AR S LA  self-correction

refinement

as much diferences and impacfBhe
which first autochthone who re-
spontaneously goes on from timeestablished the glory of Santana

Philosophy . . . . . . .
MSU, Vadodara, to time as required’his, precisely Dharma in Bharat is Adi
Gujrat. is what Bhagavad Gita teaches als8hankaracharya, who, without any

through the famous expressiordisturbances to anyone or anything

“....sambhavamiyugeyuge”. let uscompleted the process. He lived

D Harsh Narain of make a trip through history to getonly thirty-two years, but brought
r. Lucknow who was my this demonstrated to us with reaback the authority and authenticity
professor taught us that vivacity and strength, given theof Hindu Dharma. Established
“MulyamvaiBharatam...”,  that hardships befell on our motherfour Mutts in four corners of
Bharat is not simply any geo-land and the reactions to them byBharat for the fourVedas, and

political entity butis a ‘Mulyadnd archetype Bharatiyas.
a ‘Sanskriti’. These apart, | would Some autochthones of Bharat

changed Bharat so completely in a
manner that no one could have

add that Bharat also has an auto — Let me narrate three ‘epochs’imagined. That was intellectual
built in — method of correction, in the history of Bharat those madeénvasion by Shankara and the

Shankara Digvijaya.

The second autochthone is
Chhatrapati  Shivaji Maharaj.
When the Hindus were reeling
under the unscrupulously
oppressive Muslim pressure and
torture, it was Shivaji Maharaj
who gave strength and vitality to
the Hindus of Bharat. He could
give them in their own style, he
fought them with valor and spirit
and brought them downWith
Shivaji Maharaj, the mighty
Marathas started taking the Hindu
cause seriously and the result is
available to us through history

It is after the Maratha rise, the
empire widened, many places
came under the Hindu rule through
the Marathas and for the second
time, Hindu glory was getting re-
established. For instance, we have
the Gaikwads in Baroda, Sindhias
in Gwalior as well as the Holkars
in Indore.Apart from these, there
were the Peshwas and many others
who became very powerful Hindu
kings against the Muslim
invasions. But the Marathas
became one with the places and
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people wherever they went, their

‘ _ The most important
simple concern was the Hindu ¢contribution of Maharani

Dharma. Ahilyabhai is her
The_ third autochthones are ¢gntributions to the Hindu

many in numbers, but | would ppharma. By hertime, the

mention two, namely Maharishi Muslims had alreaay

Aurobindo and Swami .
. destroyed many Hindu
of Bharat conscious Hindus. Shi temPIes ruthlessly She had
' made it a point to

Aurobindo was more intellectual
reconstruct many of them,

and political, but  Swami in whichever possible
Vivekananda was more practical. P .
The Holkars manner. The Kashi

Viswanath temple also is
reconstructed by Maharani
Ahilyabhai, and in spite of
her noble eforts, we all had
seen the plight ofVaranasi

before BJPgovernment.
One has to saythat it took

a Narendra Modi to
continue the eforts of
Maharani Ahilyabhai
Holkar — such wee the
visions of the Maharani.

The Holkars of Maheswar
(Indore) have the same legacy
from Shivaji MaharajAmong the
Holkars, MaharaniAhilyabhai's
name is most prominent and
powerful. She is like Maharaja
Sayajirao of Baroda, who had
really been a great visionary in
making Baroda what it is nowis
innovations did not confine to
development and education; he
had also brought cooking gas
through pipelines during those

s (k

o . L W i
seventy on 13th ofAugust, 1795.

Her rule was the glorious period for
Indorians.The famous Maheswari
sarees and textiles are her creation
apart from many roads and other
institutions for society apart from
her focus on women empowerment
through education also.

She also had to fight battles
against the Muslims and she
herself went to battleThe most

important contribution of
Maharani Ahilyabhai is her
contributions to the Hindu

Dharma. By her time, the Muslims
had already destroyed many Hindu
temples ruthlesslyShe had made
it a point to reconstruct many of
them, in whichever possible
manner The Kashi Viswanath
temple also is reconstructed by
MaharaniAhilyabhai, and in spite
of her noble dbrts, we all had
seen the plight ofaranasi before
BJPgovernment. One has to say
that it took a Narendra Modi to

days itself (unimaginable then)his daughtein law by getting her continue the dbrts of Maharani

apart from planning water supplysmarried to his son KhanderaoAhilyabhai Holkar — such were the
sewages etc. Holkar. Unfortunately Khanderao visions of the Maharani.
Maharani Ahilyabhai Holkar gets killed in a battle at Kumbherin  In short, MaharanAhilyabhai
She was born on the 31st ofl754, and Ahilyabhai was Holkar is yet another epoch in the
May, 1725 in  Chaudi, widowed. When Malharrao dies history of Bharat and Hindu
Ahammadnagar Maharashtra. after twelve years, in time, Dharma. We owe inexpressible
The then Holkar king of Indore Ahilyabhai had to become thegratitude to such persons — and
finds her in a temple while queen of the Malwa Marathaquoting Shakespeare, our
travelling, and after finding her kingdom. She ruled for a long 28gratitude to such Bharatiyas are
special and spiritual, brings her ayears, and died at the age ofbeyond words to surrender..
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