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Unity in Diversity : Building Bridgés Among
India’ s Multicultural Student Communities

Amit Halder students to interact with o_neculture, Which,.though cf&ﬁrent3
RSNt PraIEeSD! apother learn  from th.elr adds to the richness of Indian
Depariment of Botany Q|ffer_ences, a_nd fge a collet_:tlve . _
NabadwipVidyasagar identity. National Educational  Curricular teaching
College West Bengal Policy 2020 left a lot of scope should include lessons

through diverse learning . ..
methodologies to connect bettel on inclusivity,
Acountry as multicultural as among the multicultural student empathy, and
India, with a population of communities in India. University ‘understanding
over 1.4 billion people cohabiting Grants Commission also holds . ,
in the same space, needs nationghort curricula that celebrate differences’.
unity and is, therefore, veryspecial historical dates and Institutions can play a
complex. The rich collab of modern achievements of India pivotal role in

languages, religions, and culturathrough seminars and conference . o
pra?:ticgs prgesents uniquefrequently for students in higher Cour_]te”ng d|V|S|V_e
challenges and opportunities foreducationThis generates a feeling narratives by fostering
promoting unity among its of brotherhood and a sense o gn environment where
citizens. Thus, Educational nationalism and pride over our rich il d
institutions would provide the heritage among the studentshe Jlalogue an

most crucial arena of nationaldiversity of India is not merely a differences ae
integration among diverse groupglemographic  characteristic; it encouraged rather
of students, using thesemakes up the natios’ social TETy —
associations as platforms forfabric. Every region has its own .
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society However this diversity from various states, giving themindians, who otherwise would not
can create misunderstandings anfirsthand contact with cultures andbe in a personal spac€hey can
divisions if not adequately issues around the €&fent states. express their ideas, share
managed. Educational institutiondt makes the group debate ovedeliverables, or work on projects
are microcosms of Indian culturespreconceived notions and nurturesvith fellow studentsThis digital
where students belong tofdifent dialogue to make deeperlandscape helps create virtual
backgroundsThis gives students a connections between students. lispaces where diversity can be
rich  opportunity to learn addition, schemes like thecelebrated and not considered an
differences through their National Service Scheme (NSS)bstacleThis digital connectivity
interactions in class, co-curricularand the National Cadet Corpspromotes an identity among
activities, and cultural (NCC) are designed to encouraggouths throughout the country
programmes. our budding studentpool to This can be achieved by discussing

In this diverse nation, our undertake community service andvarious social causes or India’
educational institutions play theleadership activities across themulticulturalism within social
most crucial role in promoting regional lines. Such schemesnovements among the students
national unity among diversecreate fraternal feelings among thevho connect onlinel'his will help
groups of studentsThey are participants andprove vital forthem realise thatthey are all part of
melting pots wherein studentsigniting a sense of responsibilityone broad community working
come together to learn academitowards this great nation. towards expected results despite
subjects and life skills such as Social media and onlinetheir differences.Despite  the
empathy teamwork, and respectforums are todag'avenues for this strides made toward building
for others. Active patrticipation in endeavourThis provides youth a national unity among diverse
national celebrations such asnedium to associate with fellowstudent groups, there are
Independence Day and Republic y - 4 i
Day and birth anniversaries of our || | | f."--- el K ] "-’—_
beloved national heroes creates «f| | - 2 1o = !
shared identity among the { — s -
students. Group activities provoke = " T
participation and instil a sense of | s =
belongingness to a more - [
significant ~ nation.  Cultural S = 2
festivals across the east to west s | L _ .
India, held in schools,display : ' T q
region-specific  practices by : p—
students while paving the ¥ | | =
appreciation of others from their | = = ':
peers. Interactions like this help e d ; -
break stereotypes and fostel :
appreciation for the diverse | : il
cultural landscape of India. i o]
Collaborative projects involving ;
students from dierent By -~ X
backgrounds, irrespective of their " = . ‘

| S

—

caste, creed, and religion, ca
enhance understanding an
mutual respect. Programs like th i
National Integration Camp or ;
youth exchange programs in th
Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya .
systems expose students to peel F
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challenges. Divisive forces exploitholistic teaching practices, whichcultural narratives-even those of
cultural  or  socio-economic are instrumental to shaping Indiamamginalised communities-
differences to gain political with gross national characteristicenhance the understanding of their
mileage. Promoting tolerance andraits. Curricular teaching shouldpeers’ backgrounds among the
respect is imperative for educatiorinclude lessons on inclusivity students. This makes their
providers in such an environmentempathy and ‘understanding academic experiences rich and
It is only by providing students differences’. Institutions can playfull, contributing to personal
with clear critical thinking skills a pivotal role in countering growth in the form of empathy
that challenges can be welldivisive narratives by fostering anExtracurricular  activities  are

managedAs education falls under environment where dialogue andcritical in implementing
India’s  concurrent  subjects, differences are encouraged rathenulticultural education in any
consensus is sometimes nothan feared. learning institution.  Cultural

building up from the regional  Multicultural education is a exchange or diversity clubs can
counterparts on National vital strategy that can significantlyallow students to share their
Educational Policies, leading toimprove national integration in cultures while learning about
ambiguous curriculum schools across India. Diverseothers. Such activities contribute
management in the countrlf is histories, beliefs, and practiceso building friendships across
evident from the lethgly shown in incorporated into the curriculum cultural divides and create an
implementing NEP2020 in their by schools will enable students tanclusiveness atmosphere within
respective states by a few stateappreciate cultures prevalentiearning institutions.Aculture of
that this is the reason behind theamong others.  Multicultural national unity must grow within
delay in establishing uniformity in education can play an essentiahe diverse groups of students in
course curriculum frameworksrole in reducing cultural conflicts India.The institution of learning is
across India. Another part among students through socialise@ crucial room for mutual
concerns the charactbuilding of acceptance and tolerance. Coursesderstanding and respect among
these budding minds throughthat include the telling of variousdifferent groups of students.
Through working experience,
collaborative  projects, digital
connectivity and multicultural
education, students learn to
appreciate the strength that lies in
diversity. As they enter dferent
professional career streams, these
young minds will experience unity
in diversity as they will find their
skills to help them better deal with
an increasingly integrated world.
Embracing diferences and, at the
same time,recognising shared
identity as Indians makes society
more cohesive. National unity
through fostering preps future
leaders that preach peace,
tolerance, and mutual respect for
fellow citizens. Carrying these
values into adulthood will shape a
harmonious and progressive India
that celebrates its rich diversity
while standing united against
divisive forcesd
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The Role of Education in the Unity of Bharat

Dr. TS Girish Kumar strong unity but can we say thatalone knew that these people can
this shall make sense?,Ghall we never be united, and there shall be

Retd. Professor o5 that homogeneity shall amouninfights among them on all kinds
MSU Baroda, Gujrat 5 nity? Fact of the matter is thatof grounds once the Islamic nation
Member ICPR we shall know at once that none ofs formed: and Jinnah wanted not a
these exercises can come anywayation fa them, but confirmed
near what we aspire to understandeservations for them on all
ow and to what extent afrom unity, which puts us back to aspects of Bharat including
Hconcept of unity shall be square one, what is it to say thaParliament and other such
intelligible on a common parlance‘unity’? houses in democrac®f course,
shall be a question to be pondered In fact, unity is a concept thatin ~ such  situations  their
upon, in the light of seeinggoes much beyond homogeneitypopulation would have grown
multiple usage of the given uniformity, similarity or any such beyond the Hindus by nqvand
concept demonstrated publicho  things. Precisely this shall be the Hindus must have become
this, conceiving the concept ofbecause we are trying to speak ofather extinct.
unity becomes important on anyhumans and human societies and And, the concept of unity
practical application at any level.not vegetables. Here, a fdifence ought to be much dérent, and
Hence the question, ‘what is it tobetween peripheral similarity andmuch more than these things.
say that unity’shall indeed be mental unity gets automatically — Concept of Unity from the Rg.
making sense. streamlined. Any thought that Veda
Peripherally unity  shall homogeneitysimilarity etc. shall FHIt o 2MTepfd: THAT FEATT &: |
amount both resemblance anéventually lead to unity getsEHITHE] ST HAT TAT S TEEEA ||

similarity and uniformity at the simply stultified: one only has to [=aQ - 8/8/49/4 ]
same time. One may take thatake the example of the unity ofthe This Sukta (which is the last
‘resemblance  plus  similarity nation Pakistan. Sukta) simply tells us what is real

divided by diference plus The champions of two nation unity; and it also tells us that unity
unknown pointsshould amount to theories thought so, and Jinnalis real strengthThrough getting
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united in this mannerone goes attempts to function against theBharatiya knowledge system and
from strength to strength is theunity of Bharat, the inescapabiltytradition were suppressed and
principle. of Bharatiya Sanskriti shall makeconcealed to common people as

What should one think, seeingit impossible, in spite of any they have concealed the history of
the manner in which the Rggdla amount of false consciousness oYijayanagara, the mighty Hindu
is getting concluded? alienation from own rootsThis empire. It is not only the case that
Unity of Bharat make all such phenomena onlyfacts were suppressed, but also

Unity of Bharat is the unity temporary that fake theories were propagated
based on theVedopanishadic Education and taught rather shamelessly
knowledge tradition. Vedas Our education should impartCopying the story o¥ijayanagara
Upanishads etc. are knowledgdBharatiya Sanskriti through ouremperor Krishnadevaraya and
texts and not religious texts aseducation as an inescapable realityenal Rama, they created a Birbal
commonly gets projected — theywith us in spite of all Akbar story ! Copying the case of
also dont make their knowledge contradictions and oddsThe ‘Navratnas’ in the court of
categorical and imperativ&heir Vedopanishadic epistemology ofChandragupta Vikramaditya of
knowledge, the acceptance andoexistence should function as atJjjain, they created a fake story of
non-acceptance  are  simplyontological existential status whileNavratnas inAkbars court and
optional — depending on how onediscussing Bharatiya societies, tessuch shameless narratives.
gets them wunderstood andoroject that Bharat has onlyWhoever told the truth, thatkbar
convincedThis, precisely is what multiple variations in multiple did not even know how to read and
one understands from thepatterns of the one the only realitywrite?

Mimamsa Darshana. with multiple appearance3here Our education system kept
This creates the is no ‘diversity’ and a synthetic suppressing truth for all these
Vedopanishadic knowledgeunity, which was made a slogan ofyears. Just see the names of the

tradition, which is dynamic, thus ‘unity in diversity’ by fetishized education ministers of Bharat in
flexible, ever becoming, thus operrulers of the past: the reality ofCongress rule, anyone can see the

ended. There is always a new truth instantly Therefore, the

meaning, given a new situation.  We are not aspiring to education in Bharat has tobe
Bharatiya ~ Sanskriti is the  make a go back though deconstructed first and
evolutionary manifestation from  gome ‘U'turn in time, we reconstructed upon truth and facts

such a knowledge tradition, where
the transcendental longing of the
same evolves into Dharma. On al

— one need not to glorify the
Vedopanishadic knowledge
tradition, they are glorious by

are only aspiring to
rediscoverour reality with

practical  account, Sanskriti  truth and historyin the default.
carries, preserves, protects an Presenttime and space. In We are not aspiring to make
transmits these from one all, education in Bharat a go back through some ‘ttlirn

generation to the other and so or must carry the spirit of the ~ in time, we are only aspiring to
All told, in all practical \edopanishadic knowledge rediscover our reality with truth
connotations, it is the Bharatiya tadition and the virulence and historyin the present time

Sanskriti that keeps Bharat . and space. In all, education in
unified. P as well as the dynamic Bharat must carry the spirit of

Bharatiya Sanskiti i Vitality of our ancestors. the Vedopanishadic knowledge
functionally unconnected withany ~ HOW to put them into tradition and the virulence as
faith system, or all faith systems. Practice need to be worked ~Well as the dynamic vitality of
Hence, religion has nothing to do by the right kind of people our ancestors. FHow to put them

) . " ) into practice need to be worked
with Bharatiya Sanskriti,  through time and space, by the right kind of people

rendering all Bharatiyas sharing  and this shall become through time and space, and
the_sameSanskrlﬂ'.ms makes the functional reality in time this shall become functional
unity of Bharat natural and without much delay: reality in time without mub
spontaneous. Even when someon ' delay 4
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Causal Relationship between Political Unity
and Development of Education

insane destruction. However are closely related, impacting and
during the periods that followed,complementing one  another

Associate Professor giishers also worked with the Political confederacy depends on
Govt. Degree same mission though withthe development of
College, Tripura different strategiesThe British knowledgeable citizens, social
first considered the Gurukul cohesiveness, and economic
education system an illegalprogress, all of which get
Indian education system waseducation system with anmanifested through dispensing
developed by our esteemeddbjective to enslave the wholeappropriate education. On the
gurus. Given the history of Indiannation. The national leaders, other hand, a cohesive political
education system, it was based ofhough had a lot of power to revivestructure  creates the ideal
knowledge, skill and practical our previous educational systenconditions for successful
application that were imbibed with after independence, but they werdéunctioning ~ of  educational
individual's spiritual insightThe also involved in the process ofinstitutions and programs.
Gurukul educational system usednaking slaves and factory = Dependency of political unity
to provide students with valueworkers. In this sense, weon education system :Education
based education. Unfortunatelyinherited the educational systenmis the only outlet and the only
the foundation of the Indian from the British, who created it torecourse that can establish
educational system was eroded bjelp the populace manage theipolitical integrity Appropriate
the destructive invasions that tookempire. education can provide the
place between the 12th and 18th In the quest for a secure andnowledge and skills to participate
centuriesThe terrible devastation prosperous societpolitical unity in the political arena by being
of Nalanda marked the heights ofind the advancement of educatioproperly educated about leading

ISSN 2581-4133 Aferep FHerer (anf¥ep) 1 fewTear 2024 E




civic life. Promotion of quality towards achieving commonenhance economic development
education remains at the core ofnterest renouncing vested interesand social environment
the democratic values thatand work together for the sake ofdevelopment projects.
enhances participation in thesocial welfare. Sound and Dependency of education
political sphere and performingappropriate education system casgystem on political unity: On the
duties related to manifestation ofdevelop resilience in humanother for achieving quality
patriotism or national welfare. beings to think rationally and education political unity is a
Any service related to nationwork for justified causeAnother highly needed parametd®olitical
building or state managementmajor objective of political action unity does not mean that all the
calls for appropriate value baseds economic development andpolitical parties will work under
education that an individual needsnaintenance of social the same banner rather it indicates
to manifest in his or her mind andenvironment. Economic that all the political parties work
undoubtedly education system development has a speciafor a common cause and will feel
plays an important role in thecontribution to poverty alleviation good for successful achievement
manifestation of perfection inand overall social stability and bad for the failureThus, all
men. Consistent acquisition ofthrough increasing productivity the political parties at national or
appropriate education and its Economic development of astate level should work on the
application can only lead tonation is also enhanced bybasis of common political will and
political unity For example, political contribution but this at least for the basic and security
people having diverse range ofpolitical management system isneeds of the citizen.
experience backed by cultureagain backed by quality of Comprehensible educational
religion, class and creed tend taeducation. In other words,policy cannot be developed and
join the arena of politics. education directly or indirectly implemented without a unified
However diverse boundaries arecontributes to the developmtesf political ~ system.  Long-term
needed to be blurred to proceegbolitical parties and they in turn,planning and investment in
education are made possible by
political stability which
guarantees that policies are
successfully implemented and
maintained throughout time. In
contrast, political fragmentation
can lead to inconsistent policies
and hinder educational progress.
The political parties may
capitalise for their own benefit but
in this case national interest may
be threateed. For example,
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 has been
implemented across the
country Now being education
included in the concurrent list,
the state government of all the
states also required to adopt the
same and proceed for its
implementation. But given the
different political parties at
work in the central and state
level, few state governments
strongly denied to implement
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NEP- 2020 in their respective
States. But if we review the
formation to implementation
process of NEPwe will observe
that NEP-2020 has been framel
out on the basis of bottom to top
approach instead of top-down
approach which means the
common men of the nation have
given their views and suggestior
in favour of formation and
implementation of NEP- 2020
considering the interest of the
student community in specific and
for the interest of the nation in
general. But only due to lack of
political integrity the student
community and the society have
been deprived frontheir rights
regarding the implementation of
NER at a time, across the country
Political unity makes it easier
to distribute resources fairly
guaranteeing that educationai

In the quest fora secue
and prospelous society
political unity and the
advancement of education
are closely elated,
impacting and
complementing one
another. Political
confederacy depends on the
development of
knowledgeable citizens,

social cohesiveness, and
economic pogress, all of
which get manifested
thr ough dispensing
appropriate education. On
the otherhand, a cohesive
political structur e creates
the ideal conditions for
successful functioning of
educational institutions and
programs.

that canspark political and social
unrest. The political unity
remains a major concern
different  such issues as
abolishment of school fees,
transfer of stipend, scholarship
through Direct BenefitTransfer
(DBT) system, launching Mid-
Day Meal (MDM) and so orifhe

in

cases of teaching faculties
training and development
programme, salary and pay

package are also not at per across
the nation and at times such
discrepancies happen only due to
the lack of political unity and
integrity.  However securing
resources to enhance the quality
of educational environment,
political will and political
commitment is mandatary

A supportive environment for
educational institutions is created
by strong political unity which

establishments in various areagssential for preserving high-encourages accountability and

have enough  money

andquality education

across

thegood governance.The correct

assistancelhis fair distribution is country and avoiding inequalitiesoperation of educational systems,

including curriculum creation,
faculty preparation, and
assessment procedures, depends
on efective governance
structures. Howevethis political
disintegration may work similarly
within the same political party
also. For example, a state
government may want to maintain
the peaceful environment in
educational institutions but at the
local level political wings
belonging to the same political
ideology may damage the peaceful
environment in an educational
institution. Thus the political
integrity is needed within the
political party and among the
different political parties to
enhance the quality of the
education for the interest of the
students’community and for the
nation.O

ISSN 2581-4133

Afe1ep FHere (F1R®) 1 feweaR 2024 E



e LR ey

# n
National Unity : A Cornerstone of NEP2020

NEP 2020 and National Unity: but also fosters unity through
Key Provisions linguistic inclusivity ~ This
1. Emphasis on the Indian approach ensures that students
Knowledge System ) o

NEP 2020 emphasizes Prime Minister Narendra
incorporating India rich cultural ~ Modi has described NEF2020

and historical legacy into the as a cornerstone of Indias

Darshan Kumar

Teacher
Poonch (JK UT)

he National Education Policy curriculum. By promoting the nation-building efforts.
(NEP) 2020 is a study of ancient texts, tradjtional Speaking on the first
transformative document poisecknowledge, and diverse  anniversary of the policy, he

to redefie Indias education philosophical systems, the policy omarked. “India’ s NEP2020

system, fostering holistic seeks to instill pride in students is a pivotal step towards

development, cultural pride, andabout Indias historical .

national unity This visionary achievement&hese dbrtsaimto ~ SMPOWering ouryouth by
framework emphasizesfoster a connection between Connecting them with their
inclusivity, equity and learners and their cultural roots heritage while equipping them
rootedness in Indian culture,while bridging generational gaps for a global future. It fosters
ensuring that education not onlyin knowledge transmission. unity by respecting diversity
equips students with academidReference : NEP 2020, Chapter 3, and upholds the ethos of ‘Ek
skills but also connects themSection33.1 B _ Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'
with their heritage and instills a 2. Promoting Multilingualism (One India, Great India).” He

sense of national integration. Its The policy champions the use
relevance  extends  beyondof regional languages as medium
India’s boders, showcasing theof instruction, especially in early

highlighted how NEPenables
a holistic education system

universal value of a culturally education. By  advocating thatnurtures critical thinking,
inclusive and  future-focused multilingualism, NEP 2020 not innovation, and rootedness in
education system. only enhances cognitive abilities Indian cultur e.
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from diverse backgrounds feel represented armbmprehensive teacher training.  Similarly
connected to their local and national identity Singapores integration of vocational training and
Reference : NEP 2020, Chapter 4, Section 4.2.1 emphasis on multilingualism resonate with NEP’
3. Vocational Education and Skill Development ~ vocational education and language policies.
NEPfocuses on making education more practicadiowever NEP 2020 uniquely integrates Ind&’
and relevant by integrating vocational training intaliverse cultural heritage, providing a distinctive
the curriculum from the school levdlhis initiative  framework that fosters both national unity and global
ensures students gain skills to contributeompetitiveness.
meaningfully to society and the econamBy Fostering Unity Through Technology
addressing unemployment and fostering self- Technology-driven initiatives under NER®20,
reliance, the policy strengthens societal cohesion. such as digital classrooms and e-learning platforms,
Reference : NEP 2020, Chapter 5, Section 5.2.1 play a pivotal role in bridging regional disparities and
4. Reforms inTeacherEducation fostering inclusivityThe National Digital Education
Recognizing teachers as the cornerstone @frchitecture (NDEAR) and the National Education
quality education, NER020 calls for comprehensive Technology Forum (NETF) provide a robust digital
reforms in teacher training. It emphasizes nurturingnd technological framework, ensugithat quality
teachers capable of delivering value-based educatieducation is accessible to students across urban and
and fostering critical thinking and empathy inrural areasThese initiatives not only democratize
studentsThis initiative aims to create a generation ofearning but also connect students from diverse
responsible citizens committed to national progresdackgrounds, promoting collaboration and shared
Reference : NEP 2020, Chapter 6, Section 6.2.1 understanding.
5.Value-Based Education Prime Minister Narendra Modi has described
The policy prioritizes value education to inculcatetNEP2020 as a cornerstone of Indiaation-building
ethics, compassion, and respect for diversity iefforts. Speaking on the first anniversary of the
students. By fostering an environment of mutugbolicy, he remarked, “India’ NEP2020 is a pivotal
respect and understanding, NEIR20 strengthens the step towards empowering our youth by connecting
fabric of national unitylt highlights the importance them with their heritage while equipping them for a
of shared values and collective responsibility imglobal future. It fosters unity by respecting diversity

building a harmonious society and upholds the ethos of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha
Reference : NEP 2020, Chapter 7, Section 7.1.1 Bharat’ (One India, Great India).” He highlighted
Global Relevance of NER2020 how NEPenables a holistic education system that

NEP 2020 aligns with global educational nurtures critical thinking, innovation, and rootedness
priorities such as cultural preservation, sustainabilityn Indian culture.
and holistic development, making it a model for other Dr. K. Kasturirangan, Head of the NERafting
nations. Its emphasis on multilingualism and culturaCommittee, emphasized the significance of the
inclusivity mirrors successful strategies employed itndian knowledge system and multilingualism in
countries like Finland and Singapore, wherdostering national integration. He stated, “NEF20
education systems balance global competencies withdesigned to create an educational framework that
national identity By integrating traditional strengthens the social fabric by celebrating Irdia’
knowledge with modern education, NEE020 linguistic and cultural diversityit ensures students
addresses the universal challenge of maintainirare not only academically competent but also deeply

cultural heritage in a rapidly globalizing world. connected to their cultural heritage.”
Comparative Analysis : NEP 2020 and Global Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
Education Policies has described NEP2020 as a transformative

When compared to educational policies immilestone for Indian education. He stated, “The
countries like Finland, Japan, and Singapore, NEBvlicy’'s emphasis on regional languages, cultural
2020 stands out in its holistic approach. Finland’inclusivity, and vocational training reflects its
education system, renowned for its emphasis @ommitment to building a united and skilled nation.
equality and teacher autononmghares similarities It is a roadmap for nurturing a new generation of
with  NEP's focus on equitable access andesponsible and patriotic citizens.”

ISSN 2581-4133 Afe1es FHerer (AATRA®G) 1 fedasaR 2024



Implementation Initiatives Under NEP 2020 4.0 leadership prepare students to excel in gimgr

Several initiatives under NEEO20 reinforce its fields, driving economic growth and technological
commitment to national unity: advancement.

Academic Bank of Credits : This system allows Multilingualism : A Pathway to Global Competence
students to seamlessly transition between disciplines, The NEP$ multilingual approach not only fosters
fostering multidisciplinary learning and inclusivity unity within India but also enhances studegtsbal

National Education TechnologyForum (NETF)  communication skills and cultural adaptabiliiy
: By promoting digital tools and resources, the policyearning multiple languages, students gain the ability
ensures equitable access to quality education acrdes engage with diverse cultures, fostering
diverse regions. international collaboration and understandimpis

Promotion of Regional Languages :The linguistic proficiency equips Indian youth to compete
introduction of engineering courses in regionahnd collaborate &ctively on the global stage,
languages exemplifies NEP'focus on linguistic promoting Indias cultural and intellectual presence
diversity. worldwide.

National Sign Language as a Subject : Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development
Recognizing the need for inclusive education, NEP While rooted in Indian values, NEF020 also
2020 has accorded Indian Sign Language the statisphasizes global awareness, preparing students to
of a subject, benefiting over 300,000 studentsngage with the wrld as informed and responsible

requiring sign language for their education. citizens. Its focus on environmental education and
Structur ed Assessment forAnalyzing Learning  sustainable development aligns with the United
Levels (SAFAL) : Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

This competency-based assessment framewaplarticularly in education, equaljtand sustainable
aims to eliminate exam feancouraging students to livelihoods. By integrating these global priorities,
develop new skills and innovate. NEP2020 ensures that Indian students are equipped
Building a Knowledge-Based Economy to address both national and international

NEP 2020 positions India as a global knowledgehallenges, contributing to a sustainable and
hub by emphasizing innovation, research, anequitable world.
vocational education. By fostering a skilledConclusion
workforce  through practical training and The National Education Policy 2020 is not merely
multidisciplinary education, the policy supports thea reformative educational framework but a
growth of a knowledge-based econonhjitiatives transformative initiative aimed at nation-building. By
like theArtificial Intelligence program and Industry promoting cultural heritage, multilingualism, skill
development, and value education, the policy
envisions an India where unity and diversity coexist
harmoniouslyAs it equips students with the tools to
succeed globally while remaining connected to their
roots, NER2020 paves the way for a future that is not
only academically robust but also culturally and
socially cohesive.

Through its multifaceted approach, NE2B20
stands as a beacon for fostering national unity
aligning with the ethos of building a self-reliant,
united, and progressive India. Its global relevance
and comprehensive initiatives make it a model for
other nations striving to balance cultural preservation
with modern educational advancemems. NEP
2020 continues to unfold, it promises to shape a
) generation of informed, skilled, and responsible

citizens dedicated to the natisrprogress and global

]
@ ., hamonyD

I e L
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National Unity : Constitution and NEP 2020
society educatiors transformative power

— Intr oduction embedding it as a tool for
I:]rl?mpal,“GHG - Bharat and India both namesdemocracy  equality  and
éjuizgocr:\o (sgﬁjgar enshrineq in the Congtitutionfra}ternity T_hese principles are
Sadha,rF"unjab under Article 1,_emph_aS|ze the relnforcgd in NEP?OZO, V\_/h|ch

unity of the nation, with Bharat emphasizes the integration of

often symbolizing traditional cultural heritage, ethical values,

he Indian Constitution Vvalues and India reflecting modernand inclusivity to create a cohesive
Tenvisions education as aaspirations.Diversity in Bharat isand  progressive  sociefihe
means to foster democratic values;haracterized by its vast culturalalignment of constitutional ideals
social justice, and nationalreligious,linguistic, regional and with the NEP 2020 framework
integration. It positions educationethnic variations, making ourunderscores their shared
as the cornerstone of individualcountry one of the most pluralisticcommitment to fostering national
growth and societal societies in the worldVe have 22 unity. This paper delves into the
transformation. The National oOfficial languages and more thanconstitutional vision of education,
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 2,000 dialects, diérent highlights NER2020's approach to
builds on these ideals, addressingeographical conditions, variedachieving national integration, and
the challenges of contemporaryculture, numerous religions,identifies their syngies and
Bharat while striving to create antraditions, and festivals'his rich challenges.
inclusive, equitable, and culturallytapestry of diferences fosters a  Constitutional  Vision  of
enriched education systerithis unique cultural harmony while Education and National Unity:
paper explores the intersection ofontributing to the natios'vibrant The Indian Constitution embeds
the Indian Constitution and NEPidentity. Bharat epitomizes “unity education as a fundamental right,
2020 in promoting national unijty in  diversity’"Education is a recognizing its role in individual
analysing their shared vision andundamental element of nation-and societal advancement. Key
actionable frameworks for building.The framers of the Indian provisions related to education
fostering harmony in a diverseConstitution recognized include:
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Education
(Article 21A) : Introduced by the emphasized education as a tool toontribute to and benefit from

1. Right to

86th Amendment, Article 21A empower

the oppressed andhational

also empathetic, culturally rooted,
and globally aware. Key pillars of
NEP 2020 that contribute to
national unity include:

1. Equity and Inclusion :
NEP 2020 places strong emphasis
on equity aiming to reduce
disparities in access and quality of
education. Special Education
Zones (SEzZs) and Gender
Inclusion Funds are designed to
support students from
maiginalized backgroundsThis
focus aligns with constitutional
goals of justice and equality

language. Dr B.R. Ambedkar ensuring that all citizens can

progress (Ministry of

guarantees free and compulsoryntegrate them into the nationalEducation, 2020).
education for children aged 6 tomainstream (Ambedkat 950).

14. This provision ensures that

NEP 2020 and ItsApproach

2. Multilingual Education :
The three-language formula

every child, irrespective of socio-to National Unity : NEP 2020 encourages students to learn their

economic background, has accessnvisions a

transformative regional

language, Hindi, and

to quality education (Governmentapproach to education, aiming toEnglish. By promoting linguistic

of India, 1950).

2. Directive Principles of skilled and knowledgeable butcommunication

Sate Policy :Articles 41, 45, and
46 emphasize the state’
responsibility  in  promoting
education, particularly  for
mauginalized and weaker sections
of society Article 46 explicitly
calls for measures to protect anc
promote the educational interest:
of Scheduled Castes, Schedule
Tribes, and other disadvantaget
groups.

3. Cultural and Linguistic
Rights : Articles 29 and 30
safeguard the rights of minorities
to preserve their culture and
language, ensuring educatior
serves as a bridge rather than
barrier to national unity

The constitutional  vision
views education as more than mer
knowledge acquisition. It is a
means of fostering patriotism,
promoting equalityand bridging
the divides of caste, religion, and

create citizens who are not onlyharmony NEP 2020

The Indian Constitution and
NEP 2020 collectively povide
a comprehensive framework
for fostering national unity
through education. By
emphasizing inclusivity
equity, and respect for
diversity, they aim to create a
society that is cohesive yet
pluralistic. Effective
implementation of these
frameworks, supported by
adequate esources and
political will, can transform
Bharat's diverse population
into a unified and progressive
nation. Viksit Bharat vision
can only be achieved by using
this diversity as productive
tool for economic, social and
cultural development of our
country.

fosters
across states
while respecting linguistic

diversity, contributing to a sense of
shared national identity (Gupta,
2021).

3. Value-based and
Constitutional Education : The
policy emphasizes integrating
ethical and constitutional values
into the curriculum. By teaching
students  about  democracy
secularism, and fraternitit seeks
to instill a sense of responsibility
and belonging, critical for
maintaining national unity
(Bhattacharya, 2021).

4. Integration of Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) NEP
2020 encourages the inclusion of
Indian Knowledge Systems in the
curriculum, celebrating Indig’
rich  heritage in philosophy
science, and artslhis approach
fosters cultural pride while
highlighting the inter
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connectedness of Ind&'diverse scholarships. Focus onTeacherTraining :
traditions (Ministry of Education, Both frameworks emphasize Equipping teachers with skills to
2020). value-based education, aiming tohandle diverse classrooms and
5. Holistic Development : create responsible, empatheticoromote inclusivity is essential.
NEP 2020 promotes a citizens who contribute positively Srengthen Civic Education :
multidisciplinary approach, to society Incorporating lessons on
encouraging critical thinking, The synegy between these constitutional values and
creativity and problem-solving. frameworks ensures educationdemocratic principles at all levels
These skills are essential forremains a powerful tool for can enhance social cohesion.

fostering empathy and uniting Bharats diverse Equality both productive
understanding in a diverse socjety population. and distributive : Government of
contributing to national Challenges and Recommen- Bharat, to increase thepotentiality
integration. dations : While the vision of of Human resource development
Synergies  between the national unity through education by emphasizing equality both
Constitution and NEP 2020 : is robust, challenges persist: productive  and  distributive

Both the Constitution and NEP 1. Regional Disparities : measure.

2020 emphasize inclusivity Uneven distribution of resources Conclusion

equity and unityThe Constitution and infrastructure hampers access The Indian Constitution and
lays the foundation by defining to quality education in rural and NEP 2020 collectively provide a
education as a fundamental rightremote areas. comprehensive framework for
and outlining the state’ 2. Socio-economic Barriers : fostering national unity through
responsibilities, while NER020 Poverty and inequality limit the education. By  emphasizing
operationalizes these principles toreach of educational initiatives inclusivity, equity and respect for
address modern challenges. among maginalized groups. diversity, they aim to create a
For instance : 3. Implementation Gaps: society that is cohesive yet

The Constitutiors emphasis Translating policies into practice pluralistic. Efective implemen-

on minority rights (Articles 29 and remains a significant challengetation of these frameworks,
30) aligns with NER2020s focus due to bureaucratic infigfiencies supportedy adequate resources

on preserving linguistic and and lack of trained educators. and political will, can
cultural diversity Recommendations : transform Bharas diverse
Article 46’s call to promote Increase Funding Allocating  population into a unified and

education among mginalized more resources to education,progressive nation. Viksit
communities resonates with NEPparticularly in underserved areas,Bharat vision can only be
20205 initiatives like SEZs and can help bridge gaps. achieved by using this diversity

; T — = e e as  productive tool for
economic, social and cultural
development of our country
Everyone need to realize that
this diversity can become a
liability unless it is entrenched
into a social system. Inclusive
richness depends on integrating
diverse groups into a uniform
societal network. National
Unity is a social forceamong
the different societal factions.
It creates a singular social
fabric and buildingan integrated
national front to tackle internal
and external challengé&s.
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Education and National Integration of India

Dr. Rakesh Bhati Nation’. This idea of one nation attachment to our national identity
among the citizens is regarded ashis attachment forms the

Ass'sggjgt?gﬁssor of National Integration. foundation of National
Govt. College of National integration Integration, the idea that we are
Educat'ggm%au”a' Road, emphasizes the importance obne people, bound together by
mutual respect, cooperation, anghared customs, histeryand
shared values in building aaspirations.
ndia is a land of diversities. harmonious society It is a But have you ever wondered
People having diverse powerful  idea, manifesting what truly holds us together as a

backgrounds feel a strongthrough collective action in the nation? How do we maintain unity
attachment to their nationalnations interest, ensuring socialwhile celebrating such remarkable
identity. This attachment harmony  justice, cultural diversity?The answer lies in many
contributes to a sense of unity angnrichment, and national progressthings, but one of the most
cohesion within diverse societiesAmong the many avenues thapowerful tools is Education.

It develops a sense ofcontribute to national integration, Education doesh’just impart
belongingness among theeducation stands out as a pivotaknowledge; it shapes minds,

members of layer community force. attitudes, and values. It fosters a
with shared customs, language, India is a country that proudly sense of belonging and shared
history and traditionsThis sense embraces its incredible identity that transcends regional,

of belonging promotes feelings ofdiversity—a land where dérent linguistic, and cultural barrierds

connection, solidarity and unity languages, religions, and culture®r. S. Radhakrishnan wisely said,
among citizens.Aunified nation coexist in vibrant harmonyvet, “National integration cannot be
with a strong sense of national@amidst this rich diversitywe, as built by brick and mortar; it has to
identity reflects the idea of ‘OnelIndians, feel ~a  profound grow silently in the minds and
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hearts of people.”This silent incredible scientific Even outside the classroom,
growth happens mostfettively achievements of Indians. Iteducation extends its role.
through education. instills pride in our identity and Educational tours to dérent parts

Imagine a classroom filled reminds us of the collectivefeft of the country der students
with students from diérent that has built our nation. firsthand experiences of Ind&’
regions, speaking  ddrent Education is not just aboutdiversity Have you ever visited a
languages, and following d#rent learning facts; i about creating place vastly dierent from your
traditions. Through their lessons, informed citizens who understandown hometown and felt a
they learn not just about historytheir rights, responsibilities, andnewfound appreciation for how
and science but about the sharethe values that hold us together beautifully varied our country is?
legacy of their nation.They Moreover  schools and That's the magic of exposure—it
explore stories of heroes whocolleges are spaces where younturns understanding into empathy
united us, celebrate festivals thapeople come together to engage in Education  also  nurtures
bind us, and understand theactivities that nurture unity democratic values. It teaches us
principles that guide our Whether its playing sports, about the importance of equality
democracyln doing so, they start participating in  debates, orjustice, and participationt@&lents
seeing themselves not as isolatederforming in cultural festivals, learn to respect the rule of law
individuals, but as part of a g, these experiences teach teamworkalue  their  freedom, and
cohesive whole. respect, and solidarit€elebrating understand their responsibility in

Education also plays a key rolelndependence Day or Republicpreserving the unity of the nation.
in breaking down prejudices andDay in schools, for example, is notThis sense of shared purpose is at
fostering mutual respectWhen just a ritual; it5s a moment to the heart of national integration.
students learn about the diverseeflect on what it means to be Finally, let's notfoget the power
cultural practices and traditions oflndian. of youth. Programs like NCC, NSS,
their peers, they begin to and Scouts & Guides bring young
appreciate  the  beauty in  National integration people together to work for
differences. Have you ever . community welfare, instilling a
participated in a cultural exchange empha3|zes the sense of discipline, leadership, and
program or witnessed a schoo Importance of mutual shared  responsibility These
celebrating  festivals of all  respect, cooperation, experiences create bonds that
religions? These moments teach : transcend diérences and fge a
invaluable lessons—Ilessons abot and shared values in collective spirit.

tolerance, unityand the idea that building a harmonious National integration is not an
our diversity is not a challenge but society Itis a powerful abstract idea—i¢ a lived reality
a strength. idea, manifesting nurtured by the way we educate

Through education, we also . our future generation8Vhen we
develop critical thinking. It through collective equip young minds  with
empowers young minds to rise action in the nation’s knowledge, empathyand values,
abqve narrow plivides like caste, interest, ensuring social We’.re not just preparing them _for
region, or religion. It encourages their careers; we're preparing

them to question stereotypes harmony, .jUStlce, them to be the torchbearers of a
understand societal issues, an cultural enrichment, united and harmonious India.
contribute to solutions that gnd national progress. So, the next time you think

strengthen the fabric of our nation. about what keeps India together
After all, a rational mind is the Among the man_y remember the quiet yet
backbone of a united society avenues that contribute transformative role of education. It

Think about the power of a to national integration, is the thread that weaves us into a
textbook that tells stories of our : single fabric—a nation that stands
freedom struggle, introduces us tc educatlpn stands out as tall, united in its diversity and
our constitution, or highlights the a pivotal force. strong in its shared identitid
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